Study Questions for Ezekiel 25-32 – It All Goes Back in the Box
The Big Idea: All we do in this life to exalt self or abuse others will be destroyed, so it only makes sense to depend on God and value everything that relates to Him.   
	I. Don’t Abuse God’s People            (25:1-17)
	Key Idea: Anyone who abuses God’s people will come under His judgment for it. 

	1. Look at Ezek 25. What did each of the nations do wrong (v1-3, 8, 12, 15) and what would their judgment be (v4-7, 9-11, 13-14, 16-17)? What would be the result (v7, 11, 14, 17)?  
	Ammon, east of the Jordan River, saw the fall of Israel as an opportunity for their gain (they also were overjoyed about it and scorned them, v6); Moab, east of the Dead Sea, counted Judah as just another nation, nothing special; Edom, south of Judah and west of the Dead Sea, took advantage of Israel’s weakness to exact vengeance on them for earlier military accomplishments; and Philistia, west of Judah on the coastland, and long-time enemies of Judah, had also taken revenge with scorn on Judah to destroy them forever. All of these nations saw Judah’s weakness as an opportunity to take advantage or get even with them, and basically ignored the fact that they were God’s chosen people. To treat them this way was to essentially treat God the same way. God’s judgment on Ammon would be to give them to the “sons of the east” (Babylon, Persia) as their possession and these foreigners would take over their land for their usage. They would be spoil for the nations and would be cut off from all of them. Moab’s punishment would be the loss of their outermost cities which would be given to the sons of the east as well. Edom would have man and beast cut off from it and would be laid waste. Finally, Philistia would have even their best warriors, the Cherethites, destroyed, along with the remnant on the seacoast. God would pour out angry rebukes on them. The result of these judgments would be that each would know that the LORD is God and that He is a God of vengeance against those who would harm or abuse His people. Apply: We must not see others’ failures as opportunities to take advantage, although this is usually done under the name of “good business”. The reason we do this is not only because of selfishness but also because we are jealous of others’ good fortune when they are doing well. However, when someone is hurting we must seek to help them, not abuse them; when we do this we are imitating God, who comes to our aid when we are down. 

	II. Don’t Be Impressed with Yourself (26:1-28:26)
	Key Idea: When we are impressed with our accomplishments and beauty instead of giving God the glory we will receive His judgment. 

	2. In Ezek 26 what did Tyre do wrong (v1-2) and what would God do to them (v3-6, 7-14, 19-21)? What effect would this have (v6, 15-18)? 
	Much like the other nations, Tyre, a seacoast nation northwest of Israel (west of the Sea of Galilee), saw an opportunity to take advantage of Judah since they had been broken by Babylon. As their neighbor they should have come to their aid instead. God would respond to their attitude by bringing many nations against them, destroying their walls of defense and breaking down their watchtowers. They would become so barren that they would be good for nothing but a place to spread fishermen’s nets to dry. Even the daughters left on the mainland would be killed by the sword. Specifically Babylon would besiege Tyre and defeat them, killing them with the sword and taking all their riches (which were great). Their merchandise and houses would be destroyed and they would be rebuilt no more. They would become a desolate, uninhabited place. The effect of this on Tyre would be that they would know that Israel’s God was the Lord, and all of the nations would be so appalled at their devastation that there would be great trembling. They would compose songs and proverbs about their incredible fall, and would mourn the loss of a great trading partner. Apply: No matter how great and secure we think we are God can bring us down in an instant. We can be brought so low that the thought of our former greatness will even seem like a joke. We must always do the right thing whether things are going well or things are going badly because God will hold us accountable. 

	3. From Ezek 27 describe Tyre (v4-7, 8-11, 25). In what trades did they engage (v12-24) and what was their attitude (v3)? What would happen to them because of their pride (v26-36)? Apply. 
	Tyre was a “beautiful” place, built of the finest materials – fir planks, oak, ivory, boxwoods, embroidered linens, and blue and purple awnings because of their great prosperity. These were all items of material significance in that day. They also imported the best rowers for the ships, employed the wise men of Tyre as their pilots, used the elders of Gebal to repair the seams their sails, their army was filled with mercenaries from Persia, Lud and Put, and their shields were hung all around so that their military splendor was magnificent. They engaged in almost every retail trade – precious metals, slaves, animals, ivory and ebony, precious stones, culinary delicacies, beautiful clothing and materials, spices and incense; in short they were filled and very glorious in the heart of the seas. Their attitude in all this was that they were “perfect in beauty” – they were proud of their opulent prosperity. Because of this pride they would be broken in the heart of the seas and their great human and material resources would fall into the sea. Those who worked for them or observed this destruction would weep for them, mourning dramatically over her loss. Rather than being infatuated with their great beauty they would be appalled at them, kings would be horribly afraid because of their close association with them, and all the merchants would “hiss” at them, treating them as outcasts. This is what happens when someone who is enamored with their greatness falls upon hard times; those who admired them suddenly turn on them and treat them as less than themselves. Although people are intrigued with and often idolize the rich and famous, when they fall they are disgusted with them. God is the One who grants such prosperity and it is a certainty that when they take the glory for themselves God will bring them into judgment of some type. Apply: It is easy to forget that we have nothing that hasn’t been given to us – our birthplace, our attractiveness, our health, our intelligence, our family, material possessions, relationship with God, etc – it is all a gift. Sometimes we feel like we are on top of the world and everything is going for us; when that happens it is easy to think we are solely responsible for this prosperity. But the truth is that God is solely responsible, so we should thank Him rather than becoming proud.

	4. Using Ezek 28:1-10 describe the attitude of Tyre’s leader (v2, 3-5, 6) and why was this wrong? What would happen to Tyre (v7-10)? 
	Tyre’s human leader (their “prince”) was proud, having lifted his heart to the point of saying that he was a god who sat among the gods. He thought himself to be “wiser than Daniel” (wealthy people often have this attitude), able to understand all secrets. He knew it was his wisdom that had led him to acquire great riches, and these riches made him feel in complete control. This attitude was wrong because it failed to acknowledge that God was the giver of all their prosperity; even their ability as good businessmen came from Him. As a result of this pride God would bring strangers against them, the most ruthless of nations, and they would draw their swords against them and destroy their beauty and splendor. They would have to admit that they were not gods when they were about to be killed or wounded by other mortals. Apply: Those whom God has blessed with prosperity often think it is due to how smart they are – that they are smarter than anyone around them. Even if this were the case it would still be God who gave the wisdom or ability, so to let this prosperity “go to our heads” is indeed a very foolish thing. God has a way of bringing us to our senses when we do this and that is not something we want to experience. 

	5. In 28:11-19 many believe this refers to Satan, the king (v12) supporting Tyre’s leader. Describe him (v12-13), his duties (v14-15), his fall (v15-18) and his judgment (v18-19). 
	In v12 the person addressed is no longer the “leader” of Tyre, but the “king” of Tyre. This would imply the greater power, and many believe this to refer to Satan who is the spiritual power behind every evil throne. Tyre’s proud attitude happened to be a perfect picture of Satan’s attitude, and God spoke through Ezekiel to reveal Satan’s nature. Before Satan fell he had the seal of perfection, full of wisdom and perfect in beauty. His appearance was that of being laden with precious stones set in gold (probably a metaphor for his incredible beauty), appropriate decoration for the angel (cherub) that would be the protector of the throne of God. He walked on the “mount of God” (the location of God’s throne in heaven) and was blameless in his ways when he was created. Unfortunately, he grew proud because of his beauty and wisdom, and began to ply his trade, or his business, on his own. He no longer was content to carry out God’s wishes but wanted to “do his own thing”. His pride revealed his unright-eousness and it will eventually lead to the complete exposure of his evil ways before all whom he has deceived. In the end fire from God will erupt to destroy him and reduce him to ashes. Apply: Satan is the ultimate example of someone who had everything going for them, but decided they wanted even more. This is the essence of pride and greed – that we must be the center of the universe and we deserve to have it all. This is the attitude into which the world today tries to entice us. We must be content to let God be God and to simply do His will. After all it is the best thing for us and there is no reason to want more; God is the only One who has more and He shares that freely with us. 

	6. Looking at Ezek 28:20-24 what had Sidon, Tyre’s neighbor, done wrong (v24) and what would God do to them (v22-23)? 
	Sidon, to the north of Tyre, had been a “prickling brier” and a painful thorn, just as all the other nations around Judah. As a result God would execute His judgments in Sidon, sending pestilence and the sword. They would all then know that He is the Lord. Apply: Sometimes we don’t do anything more than to make life difficult for others. Even this is displeasing to God, especially when we do it to His children. If we have genuine love our goal will be to make life better for others rather than trying to show our superiority over them through controlling tactics. 

	7. According to Ezek 28:25-26 what would God do for Israel in the end (v25-26)? What would He do to all who had scorned them (v26) and why (v26)? 
	After God’s final judgment on all the nations He will gather the house of Israel (physical Jews who have believed in Jesus as the Messiah) back to their homeland to reveal His holiness in them to all the nations. They will live securely at that time (possible only if sin is eradicated), building houses and planting vineyards. This must refer to the millennial kingdom during which Jesus will reign as their king for 1000 years. This will allow Israel, as well as all who had scorned Israel, to know definitively that He is their (Israel’s) God. Apply: One day God will make all things right and this will demonstrate unequivocally that the Lord is God. Even though we are not Jewish, this is a day that we, too, can look forward to in this life when things are difficult. It shows that God will not abandon His covenant with His people – what He says He will do, no matter how rebellious we may be at times. After the consequences there is always the hope and promise of restoration for those who genuinely know Him. 

	III. Don’t Trust Your Strength          (29:1-32:32)
	Key Idea: No matter how strong we think we are, we are no match for God’s strength and judgment. 

	8. From 29:1-21 why would Egypt be judged (v3, 6-7, 9) and what would happen (v4-5, 8-9, 11-12)? Who would do this (v17-20), but what would happen in the end (v13-16, 21)? 
	Egypt would be judged for her reliance on the mighty Nile River. This was a god to the Egyptians (the first plague in Exodus attacked it) and truly the river of life to them. Foolishly Egypt had taken credit for the Nile, feeling they had created it and solely possessed it. Also, they had been an undependable resource for Israel (a weak reed to lean on), a nation that had caused damage to them when Israel tried to get help from them. This is what occurred when Babylon defeated Egypt, thus causing all of Egypt’s allies to fall under the judgment of Babylon as well. Finally, Egypt would come under God’s judgment so that they, too, would know that He is the Lord. This judgment would be that of being exiled from their land and they and the fish of their rivers would be abandoned to the wilderness. They would become food for the beasts of the field. When the sword of Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, came upon them Egypt would become a desolate wasteland, uninhabited by anyone for forty years. In the end, however, Egypt will be gathered from the nations of their dispersion to return home. They will no longer be the mighty kingdom they were, though; they would be the lowest of the kingdoms, never to lift themselves again above the nations. Thus, Israel would never again place their confidence in Egypt, causing them to remember their iniquity of turning to them in the first place. Apply: It is easy to look at our resources or ability and think that we can do what we want to without retribution (like the famous quote, “Power corrupts; absolute power corrupts absolutely”). Just like those who are impressed with their beauty, though, those who have great strength only have it because of God’s gift. He can decide to decimate that strength at any time if we make our strength or ability into an idol that we depend on. We must depend on Him at all times, no matter how great our strength is – it can be gone in a heartbeat. 

	9. Using 30:1-26 what sorrows lay ahead for Egypt (v4-8, 9-12, 13-19)? When Babylon defeated them who was responsible (v22-26)? 
	Egypt faced the sword, loss of wealth, and destruction of their foundations (their underlying resources). Those who supported Egypt would fall along with them as God set a fire of judgment in their midst. This would cause anguish to settle in on Egypt and her allies as they saw Nebuchadnezzar’s military might descending on them. Their rivers and canals would dry up and the land would be sold into the hands of evil men; their idols would be destroyed as well. There would no longer be a prince in the entire land and their young men and women would fall by the sword or go into captivity. There would be distresses daily throughout the land. Even though the Babylonians would be the direct instrument to accomplish this devastation, God was actually the One behind it all to judge Egypt. Apply: We can’t even imagine how bad things can be if God lifts His hand of restraining grace from our lives. If we got what we deserved life would be miserable all the time. Since God has only our best interest in mind we must submit to Him rather than doing what we want to and relying on ourselves.  

	10. Looking at 31:1-18 whose fate did God tell Egypt to remember (v3)? How great were they (v3-9) and what did God do to them (v10-18)? 
	God told Egypt to remember what He had done to the mighty Assyrians. They had grown to the highest preeminence among the nations – all of the nations (birds of the heaven) rested in their shade and they were as beautiful as they were great. Metaphorically speaking, not even the trees in the Garden of Eden could match their beauty. This lofty position led to pride which in turn led God to turn them over to the hand of a despot (Nebuchadnezzar). Other tyrant nations had also cut it to the ground and left its shade, dwelling upon its devastation. They had been given over to Sheol, the abode of the dead. So, as great as Assyria was, their fall was even greater; this should have led Egypt to consider they would encounter a similar fate since their mindset of pride was essentially the same. Apply: All we have to do is look at history to see how the mighty have fallen. No one is able to withstand the judgment of God when He decides it is time to execute it. If we will simply humble ourselves under His mighty hand He will exalt us in due time (1 Pet 5:6). 

	11. In 32:1-31 who will lie in their graves after God’s judgment (v1-21, 22-23, 24-25, 26-28, 29, 30)? What does this say about how to live life? 
	Those who would lie in their graves after God’s judgment would be all the nations who had set themselves against Israel and opposed God – Egypt, Assyria, Elam, Meshech, Tubal, Edom, and the Sidonians. Babylon and future kingdoms (Persia, Greece and Rome) are not mentioned in this passage, but they, too, will be subject to God’s judgment. This tells us that the only way to live this life is in submission to the will of God and with honor and love for His people. Apply: Without discrimination all will face the judgment of God, regardless of race, color, creed, ability, beauty, heritage, etc. As this passage shows it all goes back in the box at the end of life and all that will matter is whether we have invested in God and His ways for eternity. We must not merely live for the here and now, thinking only of satisfying our present desires. We must live to please God, which  will result in contentment in this life and peace and security for all eternity. 

	12. Using this study list some of the attitudes that cause God’s judgment, both presently and in the future. Write down some ways to avoid these in your life.
	When we become proud of our beauty and accomplishments, or begin to trust in our own strength God will bring His discipline or judgment on us. He is the One responsible for the good things in our lives and we must not take credit for them; He will not share His glory with another (it would be dishonest for Him to do so). There are many subtle ways that we can fall into this trap, so the best thing to do is to set up hedges of protection around us to keep us from doing this. The practices of generosity, service and voluntary sacrifice are some excellent ways to grow in humility, as are the disciplines of community, accountability and confession. Unless we abide in God’s word and in prayer, though, these things will become very difficult (and legalistic) because our hearts must be soft to do these things in a way that will be beneficial. Apply: It is not difficult to figure out – if I am proud, wanting attention, or trust in my own strength, I will face the discipline of God. The best thing to do is simply to seek His glory and allow Him to supply the strength we need to do this. However, because this is the opposite of what our sinful flesh desires, we must not give it any ground and feed our spiritual life instead.  


