Matthew 1:18-2:23; Luke 2:1-39 - Daily Study Questions – Invasion of Planet Earth
The Big Idea: God reveals the good news of His Son to those who humbly worship and obey Him. 
	I. The Stage Is Set                               (Matt 1:18-25; Lu 2:1-7)
	Key Idea: When we faithfully follow God’s instructions He fulfills His purpose through us, sometimes miraculously. 

	1. Read Matthew 1:18-25. What “scandal” was discovered (v18) and what was Joseph’s initial reaction (v21)? What did God tell him (v20-21), how did he respond (v24-25) and why was this important (v22-23)?
	Mary was betrothed to Joseph, which in that day was almost equivalent to marriage. In fact a couple would have to get a divorce to call off a betrothal. When it was discovered, therefore, that Mary was pregnant, a twofold problem or scandal existed. First, if an unmarried woman was pregnant she was subject to stoning according to the Mosaic Law. Secondly, if she was “married” (betrothed) she was unfaithful to her husband and subject to stoning. However, Joseph was a righteous man (observing God’s law by faith) and thus had a heart to not disgrace Mary (“love covers a multitude of sins”, 1 Pet 4:8). So, he was going to secretly divorce her without a public display when an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream telling him to not be afraid to take Mary as his wife – fear of a scandal and/or retribution - because the baby in her had been conceived by the Holy Spirit. God also told Joseph through the angel that Mary would have a Son whose name would be Jesus because He would save His people from their sins. “Yeshua”, “Yahweh saves”, was a common name, but it specifically referred to ultimate salvation in this case, which is salvation from the eternal penalty of damnation because of sins. Joseph obeyed immediately, taking Mary as his wife, refrained from sexual relations until she gave birth to Jesus, and then named Him Jesus. There would never be a question that a virgin had conceived since Joseph had been willing to wait until after the birth of Jesus to have sexual relations with Mary. Thus, the prophecy of Is 7:14 was fulfilled which said that “a virgin shall be with child and shall bear a Son, and they shall call His name ‘Immanuel’ which means ‘God with us’”. The virgin birth of Jesus was vital for the salvation of those who would believe in Him because it means that He was born without a sin nature, since this nature is transmitted through the males, rather than females. 

	2. From Luke 2:1-7 what event occurred (v1-3) and who did this affect (v4-5)? Why did this matter (see Micah 5:2)? Describe the setting of Jesus’ birth (v6-7).
	As the time for the birth of Jesus approached the Roman emperor, Augustus, decreed that a census of the inhabited world should be made for the purpose of taxation. Thus, every family had to go to their hometown to register for the census. Joseph left his current address in Nazareth, Galilee to go to his family’s hometown, Bethlehem, in Judea. He was of the family of David which was the Messianic lineage. While they were in Bethlehem their baby, Jesus, was born, thus fulfilling the prophecy of Micah 5:2 that the Messiah would be born in Bethlehem. When Jesus was born He was wrapped in cloths and laid in a manger in the stable where they were staying since there was no room in the inn for them. This was as humble of a birth as could be imagined, magnified by the fact that He was the Messiah, Savior of the world, Son of God, and Joseph and Mary’s firstborn Son. 

	II. The Statements Are Made            (Luke 2:8-38)
	Key Idea: Jesus was divinely declared to be the Messiah and Savior of the world from the time of His birth and infancy. 

	3. Using Luke 2:8-14 who was told about Jesus’ birth (v8-9), how did they react at first (v9), and what news were they given (v10-12)? Who else joined in and what did their praise mean (v13-14)?
	The announcement of Jesus’ birth is recorded as first to lowly shepherds who were watching over the flocks by night in the nearby fields. When an angel of the Lord stood before them and the glory of God shone around them they were afraid, filled with dread. The angel, though, told them to not be afraid because he was the bearer of good news which would lead to great joy for all the people. That news was that in that very day in the city of David (Bethlehem) there was born a Savior, the Messiah, the Lord. The sign that he was telling them the truth was that they would find the baby wrapped in cloths, lying in a manger. At this an entire chorus of angels appeared and began to praise God saying, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among men with whom He is pleased.” This meant that Jesus would be glory to God and He would bring peace to those with whom God was pleased. The only ones who fall into this category are those who have faith in God and in His Son Jesus (Matt 3:17; Heb 11:6). The old rendering of this phrase was “and on earth peace, good will towards men”, but this implies that God is pleased with all men, which is not the case. Only those who place their faith in His Son will be objects of His pleasure. 

	4. Using Luke 2:15-20 what was the shepherd’s response (v15-16) and how can we apply that? What did they share (v17), what was the effect (v18, 19), and how were they affected (v20)? 
	The shepherds decided to immediately go to Bethlehem to see what the angels had revealed to them – that the Messiah had been born. So, they quickly found their way to Mary and Joseph, and the baby that lay in the manger. Their response is an excellent example for us; if we have the good news of the Savior to share with others we should want to do that quickly, since it is the greatest news we could possibly have. Seeing this, they told them the statement that had been made by the angel concerning the child. Everyone listening wondered at these statements, but Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds then returned to their flocks praising God for all that they had heard and seen, just as the angel had told them. 

	5. In Luke 2:21-27 how did Jesus’ parents show their obedience (v21, 22-23, 24) and to what did this lead (v25-27)? Describe Simeon (v25) and how God blessed him (v26-27).
	On the eighth day after birth it was customary to name the baby, usually giving it the name of the father if it was a boy. However, in obedience Mary and Joseph named their child, Jesus. On the eighth day they also circumcised the boy, and the mother remained unclean for 33 more days – 40 days altogether. Then, after Mary’s period of uncleanness was over (Lev 12:6-8) they went to the temple to perform the rites of purification. In their case they offered a sacrifice for their first-born child, who technically belonged to the Lord. Their sacrifice, two turtledoves or young pigeons, signified that they were poor; but they were obedient to God’s law. Because they were obedient in going to the temple there they encountered Simeon who confirmed for them the identity of their Son. Simeon was a righteous and devout man who was looking for the consolation (paraklesis, comfort) of Israel. This referred to the coming Messiah and how He would deliver Israel from her enemies and from her sin. The Holy Spirit was upon (Old Testament believer) rather than “in” (New Testament) him, and it had been revealed to him that he would not die before he had seen the Lord’s Christ (Messiah). God blessed him that particular day because He brought him in the Spirit (the Spirit was “on” him, carrying him along) into the temple to see and bless the Christ, in fulfillment of God’s promise to him. 

	6.  Read Luke 2:28-35. What did Simeon do (v28) and how was he affected (v29)? List the things he said about Jesus (v30-31, 32, 33, 35) and the effect on Joseph and Mary (v33). 
	Simeon took Jesus into His arms and “blessed God” by praising His Son (of course, His Son was God, too). He asked that he (God’s bondservant) could depart in peace since God’s Word had been fulfilled. He was completely satisfied that God had fulfilled His purpose in his life. His eyes had seen Jesus who was 1) God’s salvation that had been prepared in the presence of all peoples 2) a Light of revelation to the Gentiles (Is 9:2; Is 42:6) and 3) the glory of His people, Israel. When Mary and Joseph heard these things they were amazed, apparently realizing that these were Messianic acclamations. Simeon also prophesied that Jesus had been appointed for the fall and rise of many in Israel and for a sign to be opposed so that thoughts about God would be revealed. He told them also that it would cause a sword to pierce even their own soul. Even though their Son would bring great joy, He would also be the source of great pain.  

	7. From Luke 2:36-38 who was in the temple, too, and what was she like (v36-37)? What did she say (v38) and what did this indicate that Jesus would accomplish? 
	Anna, a prophetess, was also in the temple at that time. She was old, having been married for seven years, and widowed the rest of her life until she was now 84. This implied that she was a devout woman, dedicated to the Lord all the years of her widowhood. Evidence of this was the fact that she never left the temple, serving day and night with fastings and prayers. At the very moment that Simeon finished his words she came up and began giving thanks to God and continued to speak of Him (Jesus) to all who were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem. He would, indeed, be the Savior of Israel, the Messiah for whom they had long hoped. 

	III. The Suffering Begins                   (Matt 2:1-23)
	Key Idea: Jesus’ identification as the ultimate King will always cause conflict with those who serve the kingdoms of this world. 

	8. Using Matthew 2:1-12 who came to see Jesus (v1), what did they ask (v2), and what resulted (v3-8)? Why was this significant (v5-6)? What did they do (v9-12) and what does this show?
	In the days of Herod, the Judean king, magi from the east (Persian wise men and astrologers) arrived in Jerusalem asking where the one born “King of the Jews” was. They had seen His “star” in the east and had come to worship Him. This was a supernatural occurrence because an actual star would not have moved or guided them. It must have been similar to the pillar of fire (Shekinah glory) that guided the Israelites in the wilderness, with the exception that it looked a star so that it could guide the magi to worship the true King of the world. The question of where the “King of the Jews” had been born reached the ears of Herod, troubling him, so he called the Jewish leaders together to ask where the Messiah was to be born. They told him that it was Bethlehem in Judah, based on Micah 5:2; amazingly they didn’t go to find out if such great news was true. Herod, though, found out from the Magi the time the star appeared to them so that he could ascertain the approximate age of the child. He asked them to report back to him when they found the child, because even though he told them that he wanted to worship Him, he actually wanted to kill Him. The magi, then, continued to follow the star and when it stopped over the place where Jesus was in Bethlehem they were filled with exceedingly great joy. They came into the house (they had moved inside by this time) and saw the Child with Mary His mother. They fell down and worshiped Him, and opening their treasures they presented to Him gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. These were gifts fit for a king but it doesn’t mean that the magi were three kings or only brought three gifts. They were then warned in a dream not to return to Herod so they departed to their own country by another way. This story signifies that Jesus is the Sovereign King of the world, worthy of worship by all.

	9. Looking at Matthew 2:13-18 what did the angel tell Joseph and why (v13)? How did he respond (v14-15) and how did Herod react (v16-18)? What was the significance of these events (v15, 17-18)? 
	An angel of the Lord then appeared in a dream to Joseph and told him to arise and take the Child and His mother to Egypt until he was told that they could return. The reason was that Herod was going to search for the Child so that he could destroy Him. Joseph did this and stayed there until Herod died. This fulfilled the prophecy of Hos 11:1, “Out of Egypt did I call My Son”. Even though this referred to Israel who was called out of Egypt in the days of Moses, it had a future reference to Jesus as the “ideal” or representative Israel who would be called out of Egypt. When Herod realized that he had been tricked by the magi he was infuriated and sent to kill all the babies in that region two and under. This caused great tears for all that area, allowing the prophecy of Jer 31:15 to be fulfilled which spoke of the weeping and great mourning of “Rachel” for her children. 

	10. In Matthew 2:19-23 where (v20, 22-23) and when (v19) was Joseph directed? What did he do (v21, 23) and what was the result (v23)? Why did this matter (v23)? 
	After Herod died an angel appeared to Joseph again telling him that he was to return to Israel since those who had sought to kill Him were now dead. He took Mary and Jesus back to Israel, but since Herod’s son, Archelaus, was ruling he was afraid to stay in Bethlehem. God again warned him in a dream to not stay there so he went to the Galilean region and settled in Nazareth where he had apparently lived earlier (Luke 2:4). This also fulfilled a prophecy that indicated that Jesus would be called a Nazarene. This was not a specific prophecy but more of a general description of what people of that day thought of Nazarenes – despised and rejected. Jesus was certainly treated this way throughout His earthly life as had been prophesied in places like Ps 22 and Is 53. 

	11. From this study list and describe all to whom God first revealed Christ’s birth and the role each of them had. What does it show that God fulfilled His purpose with these types of people, and how can we apply it to our lives?  
	God revealed the birth of His Son to Joseph and Mary, to shepherds, Simeon and Anna and magi from the east. Each of these was not the “establishment” showing that Jesus would not come to the “haves” but to the “have-nots”. Joseph and Mary were humble, impoverished parents, but because of their obedience and humility were perfect instruments of God to bring the Christ child into the world. The shepherds were symbolic of those to whom Jesus came – outsiders who simply believed the message of Jesus’ birth. Simeon and Anna, as prophets, confirmed the identity of Christ and of His mission to bring comfort and redemption to His people and to the Gentiles. Finally, that the magi from the east came and worshiped a Jewish king shows that He would be the ruler of the world. That God used these types of people to reveal the greatest news that has ever been given to earth shows that only the humble and obedient are able to experience the blessing of the Christ. Those who have all the answers and all the power will miss Him. We must follow the example of those to whom Christ was revealed – humbling bowing before Him and obeying Him. 


