Lesson Notes - 1 Samuel 24-25 – Unnecessary Roughness

The Big Idea: God will keep us from unnecessarily harming others if we will listen to our Spirit-led conscience and to the voice of others who are godly. 
	I. An Unexpected Humility (24)
	Key Idea: It is better to humbly wait on the Lord rather than engaging an opportunity that requires aggression against another. 

	1. Read 1 Sam 24:1-7. When Saul chased David again what occurred (v1-3)? How did David’s men interpret this and what did he do (v4)? How did this affect him and why (v5-6)? What else did he do and what resulted (v7)? 
	When Saul was informed that David was in the Wilderness of Engedi he began to pursue him again with three thousand chosen men. Unaware that he was near David’s hideout he went inside a cave just past the sheep pens on the way so that he could “relieve” himself (literally, “cover his feet”, a euphemism for a bowel movement). David and his men were in the inner recesses of the cave and his men told David that this was the day about which the Lord had spoken to him – the day the Lord would give his enemy into his hand so he could do whatever seemed good to him. This actual prophecy is not found in Scripture, but it seemed a logical conclusion anyway. Instead of killing Saul, though, David sneaked up on him and cut off the corner of his robe without his knowledge. However, his conscience began to bother him because this was such an act of aggression towards the king – it showed that David could have killed him, it symbolized the transfer of his kingdom to David, and it rendered him out of step with Old Testament Law (Num 15:38-39) which required that they have tassels on the corners of their robes. Thus, all of this was actually an act of rebellion against God, as well as His anointed ruler. He then convinced his men that it would be wrong to kill Saul on this basis. 

	2. Using 24:8-15 what did David do and say next (v8, 9-10) and what truth did this demonstrate (v11-13)? What other point did David make (v14) and what did he request (v15)? 
	When Saul left the cave David got up and called out to him saying, “My lord the king”. When Saul turned around David bowed prostrate before him and questioned Saul’s actions. He asked why he was listening to his men who told him David was trying to kill him; he had evidence to the contrary. He had not taken the opportunity that very day when he could have, even though his men had urged him to do so. He had told them that he would not stretch out his hand against God’s anointed, and as evidence of this he showed Saul the corner of the robe he had cut off. He then called on the Lord to judge between Saul and himself and avenge Saul’s injustice against David – but David refused to take vengeance himself. He then cited the proverb that said wickedness came out of the heart of the wicked, so the fact that he didn’t do this showed he didn’t have an evil heart towards Saul. He concluded with a rhythmic question – after whom has the King of Israel come out, after whom are you pursuing, after a dead dog, after a single flea – and then a call for the Lord to 1) judge and decide between the two of them 2) to see and plead his case and 3) to deliver David from Saul’s hand. He put this entire matter in the hands of the Lord. 

	3. From 24:16-22 what did Saul acknowledge (v16-18) and what did he ask of the Lord (v19)? What did he finally admit (v20), what did he ask (v21) and what was the outcome (v22)? 
	Saul then acknowledged David’s presence and wept loudly, apparently moved that David had spared him. He acknowledged that David was more righteous than him because he had dealt well with him, while Saul had been wicked towards him. The evidence was that David had not killed him even though he had the opportunity and means. He then asked the Lord to reward David with good because he had treated Saul well. He then admitted that not only would David be king, but that the kingdom would be established in his hand - a prophecy regarding the certainty of David’s success. He then asked that David swear that he would not kill his descendants (just as David and Jonathan had already covenanted) and that he wouldn’t eradicate Saul’s memory from the records, both of which were customary when one kingly dynasty superseded another. David swore this to Saul, so Saul went back home while David went up to his hidden stronghold. 

	II. An Ungrateful Response              (25:1-17)
	Key Idea: Ingratitude often leads to negative consequences in our lives. 

	4. In 1 Sam 25:1-8 what transition occurred (v1)? Describe Nabal and Abigail (v2-3). What did David hear (v4) and to what did this lead (v5-8)?
	The transition from the period of the Judges to the period of the Kings was finalized with the death of Samuel. In fact David would be the first true king in God’s eyes, with Saul acting more like a judge than a king, doing what was right in his own eyes. After Samuel’s death David went to the wilderness of Paran and there encountered shepherds of Nabal, a harsh and evil business man who was very rich, possessing 3000 sheep and 1000 goats. His wife, Abigail, was intelligent and beautiful, and as we see later, a woman of wisdom. David heard that Nabal’s shepherds were shearing their sheep in Carmel so he sent ten young men to procure and invitation to the feast that would accompany this. His rationale was that they had not harmed Nabal’s shepherds or taken any animals all the time they had been together and, as is seen later, they had even protected them day and night like a wall from other raiders. 

	5. Based on 25:9-13 how did Nabal answer David’s request (v9-11)? What was David’s response (v12-13)? Do you think he was right? Explain.
	When David’s messengers spoke to Nabal about an invitation to the feast he answered very rudely. First, he asked who this David, this “son of Jesse” was, although it was widely known at this time that he was going to be the next king of Israel. He sarcastically said that many servants were breaking away from their masters and he might just be another one. He wanted to know why he would take his bread, water, and meat which were for his shearers and share it with men whose origin was unknown to him. This response was a deliberate insult since David’s identity and origin had nothing to do with letting them join the feast since they had helped Nabal’s shepherds. Nabal’s real problem was that he didn’t want to share anything he had with anyone, regardless of how they had helped him. When David heard what Nabal had said he took it as an insult and decided to go up against him and kill him and his people. So, he and four hundred of his men put on their weapons and rode toward Nabal’s camp while two hundred stayed with the baggage. This response, while typical and justifiable by the custom of the day, was wrong for a man of God. The Law commanded an “eye for an eye” and David was going to take human life merely because he had been insulted. Had Nabal been a foreigner it might have been of God so that David could destroy the enemy, but he was a Calebite – although and evil one who deserved some punishment. But this was over the top; he needed to just leave this in God’s hands. As the story shows later, God would take care of Nabal. 

	6. From 25:14-17 who was told of Nabal’s and David’s responses (v14)? How did the messenger assess David’s position (v15-16) and what did he advise (v17)? 
	Abigail, Nabal’s wife, also heard about her husband’s response to David and his dangerous reaction. They explained to her that the entire time that David’s shepherds had been with them they had not insulted them, they had not taken anything, and that they had secured them like a wall by night and by day. So, they felt that David’s response was justified and they wanted Abigail to speak to Nabal to thwart the evil plotted by David and his men against all of them. They couldn’t talk to him because he was such a worthless man. 

	III. An Urgent Intervention         (25:18-44)
	Key Idea: We must allow ourselves to be used to stop unnecessary pain when the opportunity arises.

	7. Looking at 25:18-22 detail Abigail’s actions (v18, 19, 20) and David’s intentions (v21-22). 
	Abigail hurriedly gathered some provisions for David and his men and went to meet him. She took 200 loaves of bread, 2 jugs of wine, 5 sheep prepared for food, 5 measures of roasted grain, 100 clusters of raisins, and 200 fig cakes, loaded them on her donkeys and left. She then told the young men who were driving the donkeys that she was coming after them to meet David, although she didn’t tell Nabal. She then went and met David as he was coming down the mountain with his men to kill Nabal and his family. David was saying to his men that he had guarded Nabal’s shepherds and flocks for nothing and that his honesty for not stealing anything had gone unrewarded. Thus, he planned to annihilate all the males of Nabal’s household by the morning. 

	8.  Read 25:23-31. What did Abigail then do and say (v23-25)? What were the points in her case to David (v26, 27, 28, 29), what did she ask (v30-31), and what does this reveal about her? 
	When Abigail saw David she quickly dismounted and fell on her face before him, bowing to the ground. As she fell at his feet she told him that she deserved all the blame for not being the one who had received his men. In other words she would have invited them, so she pled with David not to pay attention to her husband because he was a worthless man (everyone apparently knew this), as his name meant. The name meant “man of Belial”, which meant one who had no value, who was a fool. She then asked that since the Lord had restrained David from killing Nabal that all the enemies of David become like Nabal – worthless and thus placed in God’s hands for vengeance. She also gave these gifts to the young men who had been rebuffed by Nabal and then asked that her transgression be forgiven. She declared that the Lord would indeed cause David’s dynasty to endure since he was fighting His battles and evil would not be found in him all his days (although this didn’t get fulfilled). She prayed that if anyone tried to kill David that he would be bound in the bundle of the living with the Lord while his enemies would be slung out as a rock from a sling. Finally, she asked that after God had done all this good for David that he not have grief or a troubled heart because he had killed Nabal unnecessarily. She also asked that David remember her with favor. 

	9. Read  25:32-35. How did David respond to Abigail (v32) and what did he affirm (v33-34)? What did he then tell her (v35)? 
	David blessed the Lord for sending Abigail his way and then blessed her and her discernment which had kept him from shedding blood to avenge his enemies. He affirmed that his plan to kill Nabal and his household would have been executed if Abigail hadn’t done what she did, and then he accepted the gifts she had brought. He then told her that he would grant her request so that she could return to her house in peace. 

	10. According to 25:36-38 what was Nabal doing when Abigail returned (v36) What happened when she reported her encounter at first (v37) and later (v38)? Why do you think it did? 
	When Abigail returned Nabal was holding a feast like a king in his own house and was very drunk and happy. So, she didn’t tell him anything until the next morning; when she did his heart died within him (he went into a coma apparently) and then ten days later the Lord struck Nabal and he died. Nabal must have realized that he had lost control of everyone and that he had barely escaped death. This news put him into a catatonic state, maybe due to a stroke, and then the Lord simply repaid him with divine justice a little later. 

	11. In 25:39-44 how did David respond (v39) and what does this teach us? What else occurred (v39-40) and how did Abigail respond (v41-42)? Who else were David’s wives at this time (v43-44)? 
	When David heard that Nabal was dead he saw this as God’s justice on Nabal for his evil and mercy on him for keeping him from shedding Nabal’s blood. He then sent a proposal to Abigail and she accepted, saying that she would be happy just to be his maid to wash the feet of his servants. She and her five servants then went to David and she became his wife. David had already taken Ahinoam as a wife and Michal, his first wife had been taken from him by Saul and given to Palti the son of Laish. So, he now had two wives. 

	12. Review this study. How did God keep David from “unnecessary roughness” with Saul (24:5-6) and Nabal (25:14-32)? What does this show us about 2 ways God often keeps us from doing evil? Apply. 
	God kept David from unnecessary roughness – killing Saul – by pricking his conscience and reminding him that Saul was God’s anointed. This was done in the face of his men’s urging but it was the right move since later God would remove Saul without David having to shed his blood. Similarly, God prevented David from shedding Nabal’s blood by using Abigail to persuade him to leave him in God’s hands. This again worked as God took Nabal’s life ten days later. This shows the two ways that God graciously intervenes in our lives sometimes to keep us from sin. One is by conviction in our spirit and the other is by the intervention of others. If we are wise we will listen to both and respond as God leads us. To do so, though, we must have humble hearts that don’t need to engage in self-promotion. 


