Study Questions for Psalm 8, 23, 121, 139 – Can You Feel the Love?
The Big Idea: God’s incredible love for us is seen by His confidence in us, His care for us, His consistency with us, and His intimate connection with us. 
	I. God’s Confidence in Us (Psalm 8)
	Key Idea: God’s love for us is seen by the confidence He has in us to make us His representatives here on earth. 

	1. Read Psalm 8:1-4. Where has God shown His majesty and strength (v1, 2, 3)? What is God’s greatest concern (v4) and what does that say to you?
	God’s majesty and splendor is displayed in the heavens (sun, moon, stars, and nature) and in the mouth of babies God has established strength (“perfected praise” is another reading of this). It is not completely clear what the second phrase means. It may mean that the cooing sounds of little babies shows the great strength of the Lord because He created them, or it may be that the little babies that are created will one day grow up to defeat God’s enemies. God is so powerful and majestic that He can establish His rule years in advance through such super-human means. In spite of God’s greatness, though, His main concern is man because He has appointed him to be His representative here on the earth (Gen 1:27-28). 

	2. According to Ps 8:5-9 what is man’s status in creation (v5), and what is his responsibility (v6-8)? How should we apply that? 
	Man has been made higher than all creation - just a little lower than God (NASB, although some versions translate this as “lower than the angels”), has been crowned with glory and majesty himself, and has had all creation made subject to him. It is man’s responsibility, therefore, to fulfill his created glory by ruling over this earth well, as a good steward of God’s possessions. This entire psalm shows the great confidence that God has in us, which is significant considering the low opinion many have of the human race (and of themselves personally). We are God’s crowning work, and He chose to send His Son in the form of a human being, rather than anything else. Incidentally, this is considered by some to be a Messianic psalm because Hebrews 2:6-8 applies the complete fulfillment of this majestic rule to Jesus Christ who made it possible for us to rule over all the works of God. Whether this psalm is labeled as a Messianic psalm or not, it still applies to mankind who is bestowed with glory and majesty by God, and who is given the highest work to do for Him. The application for us is that we should live up to the calling that God has given us, but this is possible only through Jesus Christ who fulfilled the possibilities of the perfect human being. We should, therefore, allow God’s confidence in us through Jesus Christ lead us to serve well as God representative here on earth. 

	II. God’s Care for Us (Psalm 23)
	Key Idea: God’s shepherding care for us in everyday life and on the battle-field shows His great love for us. 

	3. From Ps 23:1-3 what does God provide for us (v1, 2, 3), and why (v3c)? 


	God provides everything we need (not “want” – the Hebrew of v1 actually means “I shall lack nothing”) – including rest (makes me lie down), nourishment (in green pastures, beside still waters), guidance (leading us beside still waters, guiding us in the paths of righteousness), and restoration of our souls (literally, “breath of life”) – making our lives full and meaningful. He does this for “His name’s sake”, to show His nature and glory. When God takes care of us it shows what He is like to the watching world – a God who is there for His people, who cares about them, and who is involved in their lives. 

	4. Using Ps 23:4-6 what else does God do for us (v4, 5) and how does that make you feel (v4)? What can we expect from God always (v6)? 

         
	As sheep (God’s people, “sheeple”) who have to walk through narrow passes with wolves on both sides we need not fear evil, or harm, for our Shepherd is with us – the One who can scare off the predators and protect us if they attack. Furthermore, God’s rod (of discipline or protection) and staff (of correction – bringing us back) comfort us because it shows the willingness of our Shepherd to keep us on His path. This means that He cares about us and loves us. In v5 the metaphor changes to a battlefield and the picture is presented of having a big banquet table spread out before us when we are about to go into battle. Celebrations of victory usually occur after the battle, but since God guarantees victory He sets up the banquet, anoints our head with oil, and fills our cup to overflowing. As we contemplate this we must believe that surely (only) goodness and mercy will follow us (pursue us, overtake us) everyday we are alive and will eventually lead us to our home in the Lord’s house forever (compare John 14:1-6, 2 Cor 5:1-10). This is the confidence that we should walk in everyday as God’s children. 

	III. God’s Consistency with Us    (Psalm 121)
	Key Idea: God’s consistent watch over us shows how much He loves us. 

	5. From Ps 121:1-4 how does God show His love to us (v2, 3) and why can we count on Him (v2, 4)? 
	God shows His love for us by providing help for us when we are in danger of slipping. He also “keeps” us in the sense of guarding us and watching over us. This is the word used in Gen 2:15 when Adam was told to “keep”, or guard the garden. We can count on Him to take care of us in such situations because He never slumbers (dozes off) or sleeps (falls into a prolonged sleep). He is always on the watch so we can count on His consistency. 

	6. Read Ps 121:5-8. What does God provide for us (v5, 7, 8), and why is this good? How can you apply this to your life each day?
	God provides for us by being our “keeper” (guard, same as v3), by protecting us from all evil, protecting our soul, and protecting our going out and coming in (daily activities) from now through eternity. He also is the shade over us to keep the sun and the moon from “smiting” (to hit, attack, kill) us. This psalm begins with the question “from whence will my help come?” The mountains were the first option listed, and these were often thought of as places of refuge in an idolatrous sense. Along these lines the sun and the moon were made idols by the nations surrounding Israel. Possibly the thought of this psalm is that when we trust in God we don’t have to turn to false gods, or worry that false gods will make life miserable for us. God is our strength and refuge (not the mountains) and He will protect us from the sun and the moon (just in case anyone was worried about renouncing them as gods). We often turn to false gods when things are difficult in our lives – money, food, sex, pleasure, power, social status, etc – and God’s promise is that He will take care of us if we will renounce these false gods and trust in Him. It is not easy to turn from familiar places of refuge and we sometimes fear the consequences if we do; this psalm insures that if we trust in God we have nothing to fear. 

	IV. God’s Connection with Us     (Psalm 139)
	Key Idea: God’s intimate involvement in our lives shows how much He loves us.

	7. Looking at Ps 139:1-6 what shows how well God knows us (v1, 2-3, 4, 5). How did the psalmist react to this thought (v6)? What about you?
	He has searched us, He knows when we sit down, when we rise up, and He understands our thoughts just by observing us – that’s how well He knows us. Furthermore, He “scrutinizes” (literally, winnows us like wheat and chaff – He sifts us) our path (direction in life), our lying down, and is intimately acquainted with our ways of doing things. He knows what we are about to say even before we say it, is a step in front us, follows closely behind us, and has His hand upon our lives. He watches, senses and feels our every movement. The thought that God would be that intimately involved in his life overwhelmed David – it filled him with such wonder that he could not comprehend that the infinite God would be so concerned about him. 

	8. Based on Ps 139:7-12 what do we try to do sometimes (v7), and to what lengths do we go (v8-9)? How does God respond (v10-12)? 
	Even though we try to run from God sometimes (we want to remain in “control”) we can never get away from Him. Sometimes we try to get above Him (heaven), sometimes below Him (Sheol, the grave, the abode of the dead), sometimes beyond Him (the wings of the dawn as it spreads across the sky), sometimes simply away from Him (the remotest part of the sea), and sometimes we hide out in the dark. But in every one of these attempts God is there, and can see us no matter where we are. God has “x-ray” vision and there is no kryptonite to nullify His ability to keep up with us. In every situation God is there to lead us, and, if necessary, lay hold of us (v10). He will not let us get away from Him.

	9. In Ps 139:13-18 how involved is God in our lives (v13, 15, 16, 17-18)? What response does this call for on our part (v14, 17)? 
	God formed our inward parts (lit, “kidneys”, which meant our insides), and “wove” us in our mother’s womb. This is direct, personal involvement in our creation; just as He formed Adam from the earth (adamah in the Hebrew), so He makes each us from the “ground” up – He makes the frame (our bones), then puts the muscles and skin on it. Furthermore, God knew us when we were just an unformed “lump” of clay, and has even written all of the days of our lives in His book before any of them happened. He has thought of us so much that these thoughts outnumber the sands of the sea. Whether asleep (spiritually or physically) or awake we are always with God. The fact that God is so intimately related to us should cause us to give Him thanks and the fact that He thinks so much about us should be incredibly precious (this word, “yakar”, was used to describe the value of a rare gem) to us. 

	10. According to Ps 139:19-24 who deserves God’s judgment (v19-21)? How do we insure that we are not among them (v23-24)? Apply that to your life. 
	The wicked (those opposed to God) deserve God’s judgment because they abuse God’s creation and thus make themselves God’s enemies. We can insure that we do not fall into their camp by inviting God to constantly search us and know us so that He can remove any hurtful way in us. Our part in this is to allow Him to work in us to remove that hurtful way, a process that requires God’s wisdom, prayer, personal investigation, and confession to other believers (Jas 5:16). Because we are His children we must do our part to remain in His everlasting way. 

	11. Using Ps 8, 23, 121, 139 describe the length, depth, width and height of God’s love for you. What are some things about Him that guarantee this? 
	The length of God’s love is from the moment of conception through all the days of our lives, and through all eternity. Because He formed us according to His plan His love really began before we were conceived. God’s love is so deep for us that He will go all the way to the inner depths of our lives and even to the abode of the dead for us. His love for us is so wide that no matter where we run He still has His arms open when we come back. His love for us is so high that it extends to the heavens when we try to exalt ourselves above Him. Psalm 8 shows us that God has made us just a little lower than Him and made us His representative on earth, so He is heavily invested in us. Psalm 23 shows us that He has the care of a shepherd for us, his sheep, and is so confident of our victory that He prepares the victory party before it occurs. Psalm 121 explains that God is constantly on guard for us, for our souls, so that no enemy can waylay us, and Psalm 139 depicts God’s intimate and constant thoughts about us. He could not be more involved in our lives, and yet He still allows us to voluntarily follow Him. God’s love for us is beyond any love known to man, and should be a constant source of amazement and cause of praise for us. 


