Ezekiel 40-48 Daily Study Questions – Back to the Garden
The Big Idea: God will reveal His glory fully as He restores His people back to His original plan.
	I. God With Us Forever (40:1-43:12)
	Key Idea: God’s plan is to live among His people in His glory forever. 

	1. Read Ezek 40:1-4. What did Ezekiel see in his vision (v2, 3)? What did God command Ezekiel to do as He revealed all the plans for worship in the millennial kingdom (v4)? 
	Ezekiel saw a structure from his vantage point of a high mountain to the north. After God took him to the structure he saw a man who had the appearance of bronze standing in the gateway. He had a line of flax and a rod for measurements in his hand. God commanded Ezekiel to give attention to all He was going to show him so that he could declare it all to Israel. The infinite detail that followed should have made an impression on God’s people, as we will see later. Apply: The immense details of this vision may seem unimportant to the naked eye, but whenever God reveals something the details matter. In this case the details reinforce that God literally intends to dwell among His people and be worshiped just as He had in the original temple. This fact is incredible considering how unfaithful His people had been and it shows just how good God is. 

	2. Survey Ezek 40:5-42:20. List some of the details of the millennial temple (40:5, 6, 11, 12, 17, 28-29, 39, 44; 41:1, 4, 7, 13; 42:13, 14, 20). Why would this new temple be important (42:20)? 
	There are 3 temples described in the Bible before this one – Solomon’s temple, the temple of Ezra/Nehemiah’s day (post-exilic), and Herod’s temple in the time of Jesus (which was an add-on to the post-exilic temple). This temple is larger than any of those; it had a wall around it. It was one measuring rod thick and high, meaning it was 6 long cubits x 6 long cubits. A cubit was about 18”, but a long cubit added a handbreadth, or about 3”. So, the thickness was 126” (6 x 21”), or 10 ½ feet and the height was 10 ½ feet. The thresholds of the gates were also 10 ½ feet wide. The gateway itself was 210” (17 1/2 ft), and the length of the gate was 273” (or 22 ¾ ft). The guardrooms had a barrier 21” wide in front of them and the guardrooms were 126” square (10 ½’ x 10 ½’). The outer court had 30 chambers facing the pavement which was beside the gates. The inner court was 50 cubits (87.5 feet) by 25 cubits (43.75 feet). There were other dimensions given, but also the worship furniture inside the temple area was described. There were two tables to slaughter the burnt, sin and guilt offerings on each side of the gate as an example. There were also chambers for the Levitical singers who would be involved in worship and chambers for the Levites who had charge of the altar. The measurements for the inner temple (the Holy Place and Holy of Holies) were also given in great detail. The temple itself as about 175 feet square. There were places in it for the priests to eat the remains of the offerings that were prescribed for them. They were to remain holy as they ministered, just as they had in the days of Moses and the kings. The wall around was 5,250 feet (500 long cubits, 21” each) on each side, or about a mile square. The temple would be important because it would divide between the sacred and the profane. Since God would dwell in the midst of His people in this temple then the entire area must be treated with the respect that the holiness (separateness) of God that He deserved. The real interpretive question that arises about this entire phenomenon is why there will be a temple with a priesthood and sacrifices during the millennial reign of Christ. Since He has already fulfilled the Jewish law and is our sacrifice and High Priest, it is curious as to why the other is necessary. Apparently the reason is that these will all be memorial sacrifices that will recall the sacrifice of Christ on the cross. This is essentially what the observance of the Lord’s supper does for us today. The temple construction and worship will allow God to fulfill all His promises to His chosen people, the Jews, and will bring Christ glory as He sits on His Messianic Davidic throne. Some of said all of this is symbolic, but the infinite detail and many parallels to Solomon’s temple make this interpretation implausible. Apply: The new temple is important because everything in it will be a reminder of what Christ did for us. It will also remind the Jewish people (and Gentile believers, too) that although God disciplines us, He never forsakes us. He puts great thought into the things He does for us. 

	3. From Ezek 43:1-5 what (who) returned to Israel (v2-3), how did Ezekiel react (v3), and what happened when he was placed in the inner court of the temple (v5)? Why was this significant?
	The glory of God that had departed from the temple in Ezekiel 10 now returns to the temple. Ezekiel’s vision of this was like the visions he had seen by the river Chebar recorded in the first part of the book, which means that those visions were also of the glory of God. When he saw this vision of God’s glory he fell on his face. However, the Spirit of God lifted him up and brought him into the inner court; at that moment the glory of the Lord filled the house. This was highly significant and hopeful because it showed that God’s glory would once again dwell in the midst of God’s people – He had not utterly abandoned them, even though they were in exile. Apply: God is not limited by our unfaithfulness; He will make a place and a way for His glory to shine. When His glory manifests itself it fills the place where it is and causes everything to fall facedown. However, He wants us to see His glory even though there is no match for it. It is good to fall face down when God lifts us back up.  

	4. Using Ezek 43:6-12 what change would occur in the new temple (v7) and how should the temple’s description affect them (v8-9, 10-11)? 
	In the new temple God would place His throne and sit on it there (as Jesus, the Messiah) among His people – but they would no longer defile His name by their spiritual prostitution, or by the corpses of their kings being placed in proximately to God’s throne. This was an arrogant affront to His holiness. This description of the new temple was given to cause the people of Israel shame over all their iniquities – doing evil, idolatry, turning away from God, rebelliousness, social injustice, etc. Ezekiel was to make known the design of the temple with all its detail if they were ashamed; there was no point in revealing God’s glorious future to them if they thought they were still doing the right things. Only if they realized by being at “the bottom” that life with God was the only way to live would it be worthwhile to reveal the glory that was coming with God. Apply: When we realize what God will do for us it should make us ashamed of the way we have lived sinfully against Him. His goodness is so good that it will always bring us up short when we realize how good He is and how sinful we are. God is so good that He even changes us so that we will be able to worship Him as He desires, in Spirit and truth. 

	II. God’s Worship Renewed              (43:13-46:24)
	Key Idea: God will renew the worship of His Son through memorial sacrifices in the millennial kingdom. 

	5. In 43:13-27 the altar of burnt offering is described (v13-17). What sacrifices would be offered in the millennial kingdom (v18, 21, 27) and why do you think God would want them?
	The altar would be 21 feet by 21 feet so that various burnt offerings could be offered. These would be the regular burnt offering symbolizing total commitment, the sin offering symbolizing God’s forgiveness and the peace offering, symbolizing renewed fellowship with God. It only makes sense that these offerings would please God – He desires our total commitment, enjoys forgiving His people through the blood of Christ, and loves to fellowship with us. Every time an outward symbol is carried out it reminds us that God is for us – and He wants us to know that. Apply: Even though Christ has paid for every debt we owe God because of our sin God will still be pleased when we acknowledge this through the memorial sacrifices in the millennial kingdom. He doesn’t need them, but like any one who gives someone a gift, it makes it that much better when the gift is celebrated. God loves to bless us, and loves it when we express our gratitude back to Him.

	6. Looking at Ezek 44:1-8 what gate remained shut (v1-2) and why (v2)? What was Ezekiel to be careful about (v5) and why (v4, 6-8)? Apply. 
	The eastern gate of the temple will remain shut to symbolize that the Lord’s glory that has just entered by it will never leave again. Also, no one else is worthy to enter after the Lord because His is the fulfillment and essence of glory. Nothing could supersede Him. Ezekiel was to be very careful to notice every detail of the temple, including its worship, that the Lord had given him so that he could report it to the people. God wanted them to realize how the temple should have been treated instead of what they had done. They had profaned it by bringing foreigners, uncircumcised in heart and flesh, into the sanctuary when the offerings to the Lord were occurring. This profaned the temple, along with their abominations and their allowing of foreigners to take care of the holy things of the temple. This shows us that wherever the glory of the Lord is must be treated as sacred – it cannot be treated like everything else. Although God is present everywhere when we are specifically gathered to worship Him we must keep the profane or common out of the mix – He is worthy of our complete devotion to Him. Apply: Once God’s glory comes to stay nothing else is worthy of entrance. That’s the way it is in our lives – nothing else should be permitted in our life that would take away from His glory being seen. We must not allow our “temple” to be profaned with the common things of the world, but we must keep our lives sacred before Him. The whole point of our existence is to simply magnify His glory, rather than treating His glory as something common or something to be taken for granted. 

	7. According to Ezek 44:9-15 who was held to higher standard (v10, 15) and why (v13, 15)? How had the Levites done evil (v10, 12)? 
	Some of the Levitical priests that ministered before the Lord had followed idols and thus were barred from offering the sacrifices to God and attending to direct ministry in the sanctuary. However, God allowed them to do the support work for the priests of Zadok who had kept charge of the sanctuary as they were supposed to do. Those who stand before God in His direct presence are to be completely set apart and devoted to Him. But those who have gone astray are not be in positions of leading the people to God, although they can still do the support work. This is a picture of the seriousness of standing before God on behalf of the people, and before the people on behalf of God. Since we are all priests now (1 Pet 2:9-10) this applies to all believers. Apply: Those who accept positions of leadership in God’s kingdom are to follow an exemplary standard. In reality everyone who knows Christ personally is to follow the highest standard since we all represent Him to those who don’t know Him. Also, we are all performing priestly acts of service to Him so our lives should reflect that high calling. 

	8. From 44:16-31 what were the Zadokite priests to do (v16, 23-24) and what were their regulations (v17-20, 21-22, 25-27)? How would they benefit (v28-30)?
	These priests were to enter God’s sanctuary – the holy place – come near to the table (altar of burnt offering), minister to Him and keep His charge. They were to demonstrate holiness to Him by watching what they wore – they were not to sweat – and to not wear outside what they had worn before the Lord. They were not to shave their heads, but also should not let their hair grow long. They were to trim their beards and not drink wine when they entered the inner court to minister. They were not to marry a widow or divorcee, but only virgins of Israel. There were to teach the people the difference between holy and profane, and were to be judges for God in disputes. There were to keep God’s laws in the feast and keep His Sabbaths holy. There were not to touch dead people and were to offer sin offerings for themselves when they began to minister. Their benefit in addition to being in the presence of God would be that He would be their inheritance in Israel. They would not receive any possession but would eat the appropriate remains of the various offerings. This means that if Israel didn’t do their part to worship the Lord that the priests would starve. Apply: This picture shows us how special it really is to be in the presence of God and ministering to Him. We should not treat this privilege lightly even though we are not under the law. 

	9. Using 45:1-25 who would receive a special allotment in the land (v4-5, 7)? How were the princes to act (v8, 9-12) and what feasts was Israel to observe (v18-25)? 
	The priests would receive a special allotment in the land so they would have a place to raise animals and grain for offerings for Israel and to live. Also the prince would have an allotment, too; he would apparently be one who would administrate the kingdom for Christ. The princes of the millennial kingdom would no longer oppress the people but would give them rest in their land. They were to refrain from violence and destructions and practice justice and righteousness. Their extortion was to cease and they were to have just balances. Also, in this kingdom the feast of Passover (14th day of the 1st month), Unleavened Bread (the next 7 days) and Tabernacles (v25 – 15th day of the 7th month) were to be observed. In addition it appears that a new feast will be celebrated on the 1st day of the 1st month, lasting 7 days. It is a feast of atonement for those in the kingdom who entered with unglorified bodies, and thus able to sin. Apply: God will take care of His servants and give them what they need to carry out His work. Also, just as the sacrifices will commemorate Christ’s work, the feasts of the kingdom will also remind His people of His atoning work (Passover, Unleavened Bread, New Year’s feasts) and His deliverance of them (Feast of Tabernacles). All of this will enhance His praise that much more. 

	10. Looking at 46 what was the prince to do (v1-2, 6-7, 12) and what was he not to do (v18)? What does this say about godly leadership?
	The prince (not Jesus because it says in 44:3 that he will “eat bread before the Lord”) will offer sacrifices to God through the priests and worship him at the threshold of the gate. He is not to take from the people’s inheritance at all, even to offer these sacrifices; rather he is to give his sons an inheritance from his own possession. Godly leadership sets the example and also serves the people. It does not view leadership as a means for selfish gratification or greedy accumulation. Apply: God’s leaders have His people in the forefront of their mind rather than themselves. Since all of us are leaders in some context it is important that we act as servant-leaders rather than as those who would lord it over those for whom we are responsible. 

	III. God’s World Renewed (47-48)
	Key Idea: The earth in the millennial kingdom will be renewed when God’s presence is restored. 

	11. In 47-48 what was flowing under the altar (v1-5) and what was its effect (v6-12)? After all 12 tribes had settled in the millennial land, what would the final verdict be (v35)? 
	From under the altar in the temple a river flowed, and as it went further from the temple it became deeper and deeper. At about a third of a mile it was ankle deep, at 2/3 it was knee deep, at about a mile it was around waist deep and at another 1/3 it was too deep to cross. The river watered the entire land of Israel and even made the salt sea become fresh water. Fishermen would fish out of it everywhere and the trees on its banks were plentiful with edible fruits and nuts. The leaves would not wither nor would their fruit fail. Furthermore, the leaves would be for healing. All of this would show that everything that flows from God is good – satisfying and health-inducing. Once all the tribes were settled in the land the final verdict would be “The Lord is there”. This was far and away the most important pronouncement of the whole vision. Apply: When the blessing of God flows fully as it will in the millennial kingdom everything will be fruitful and full of life. This is what we long for and the reason that we should share the way to receive Christ with everyone we can. Life will be amazing when God is fully pouring His blessing – that’s what the picture of the river shows us. This blessing comes when God is present. 

	12. Review Ezekiel. What are some of the lessons you have learned from it? How can you apply them to your life? 
	While there are many lessons in Ezekiel relating to personal responsibility, the fact that God does not abandon His people but does what it takes to restore them is possibly the most significant. God wants to show His glory to His people, but especially through His people. We are to be “light-bearers” for this glory and one day God will bring everything to fulfillment by dwelling in the midst of His people so that His glory becomes their glory. The message for us is to reflect that glory now. Apply: Knowing that God has such awesome plans for us; realizing that we are the only reason that we don’t experience them fully should make us repent completely of any sin we have and live life as He intends it. He is worthy of it and we will be glad if we do it. Life against Him or without Him doesn’t make sense.


