Daily Study Questions for Genesis 40-42

The Big Idea: We must never give up hope that God’s purpose will be fulfilled in our lives, no matter how far down we go. 
	I. Forgotten, But Faithful (40)
	Key Idea: Even when we are overlooked by others we must still remain faithful to God’s task for us.

	1. Read Genesis 40:1-8. Who was thrown in prison with Joseph (v1-3) and how did he relate to them (v4, 6-7)? What happened to them (v5) and how did Joseph handle this (v8)? 
	Pharaoh’s cupbearer and baker were thrown into the same jail where Joseph was confined. These were both important members of Pharaoh’s court since the drink and the bread could be poisoned. However, he had become furious with them about something so they came under Joseph’s charge because he was the overseer of the jail. While there each had a dream and because Joseph cared enough about them to notice they were sad he asked what was wrong. They told him about their dream but were dejected that no one could interpret it; so, Joseph declared that interpretations belong to God so they should tell him about it. This demonstrates that Joseph was unashamed to take a stand. 

	2. From 40:9-23 describe the two dreams, Joseph’s interpretation, and the outcome (v9-13, 16-19, 20-23)? What was his request and why (v14-15)? What does this reveal about Joseph? 
	The cupbearer’s dream was of a vine that had three branches. As it budded blossoms grew that became rich grapes. The cupbearer then squeezed them into Pharaoh’s cup which was in his hand, and he gave it to Pharaoh. Joseph told him that the dream meant that the branches represented three days, and that within three days his head would be lifted up by Pharaoh who would restore him as the royal cupbearer. Joseph, though, asked that he be kind to him and mention him to Pharaoh so he could be rescued from jail. He went on to say that he had been kidnapped from the land of the Hebrews (in his mind it had already been granted to them by God) and that even in Egypt he had done nothing to deserve imprisonment. This shows that Joseph was realistic about his “raw deal” although he still remained faithful to God. After seeing that the first dream had received a favorable interpretation, the baker then revealed his. In it there were three baskets of bread on his head and birds were eating the food out of them. Joseph said that the three baskets also symbolized three days, but that in three days Pharaoh would lift up his head to be hanged. Then, the birds would eat his flesh. All of this happened just as Joseph said it would, with the cupbearer being restored to his office in three days and the baker being hanged the same day as well. 

	II. Remembered and Restored (41)
	Key Idea: God will restore us when the time is right, but not before His purpose has been achieved.

	3. Using 41:1-13 what were the details of Pharaoh’s two dreams (v1-4, 5-7)? How did he respond (v8) and what were the results (v8)? To what did this lead (v9-13)? 
	Pharaoh had two dreams two years after Joseph had interpreted the dreams of his inmates. In the first one he was standing by the Nile and seven sleek and fat cows came up and grazed in the marsh. Following them were seven ugly, gaunt cows that stood by the other cows, but were not eating. Then Pharaoh awoke, but when he fell asleep again he dreamed a second time. In this one seven ears of grain came up on a single stalk, plump and good. After this seven ears, thin and scorched by the east wind, sprouted up and ate the seven good ears. When Pharaoh awoke his spirit was troubled and he called for all his magicians and wise men, but none could interpret his dreams. This led to the chief cupbearer’s remembrance of Joseph’s interpretation of his dream. He admitted that he had wrongly failed to mention Joseph’s plight to the Pharaoh, but told him about his accurate interpretation of both his and the baker’s dreams. 

	4. From Gen 41:14-32 what did Pharaoh do (v14-15) and how did Joseph respond (v16)? How did Joseph interpret the two dreams (v17-24, 25-31) and how did he credit God (v28, 32)? 
	When Pharaoh heard of Joseph’s ability to interpret dreams he had him hurriedly brought out of the dungeon. When he had shaved and changed his clothes he came to Pharaoh, who told him that he had heard that Joseph could interpret his dreams. Joseph, however, deflected the credit to God by saying that it was not he, but God, who would give him a favorable interpretation. Pharaoh then recounted his two dreams, adding that the ugly cows were uglier than any he had ever seen and that they ate up the good cows. Furthermore, after they had eaten it wasn’t observable that they had eaten anything; they were just as ugly as before. The dream about the corn was told the same way. When Joseph heard this he reiterated that the dreams were from God who had told Pharaoh what He was about to do (fulfilled prophecies always testify to the reality of the true God). The first sevens of each dream referred to seven years of great abundance that was coming on the land of Egypt, but the second set of sevens pointed to the seven famine ravaged years that would follow. The famine would be so bad that there would be no evidence or memory that abundance had ever occurred. The twofold repetition of the dream meant that the matter was determined by God and He would quickly cause it to occur. Thus God was in charge.

	5. In 41:33-44 what advice did Joseph give Pharaoh (v33, 34-36) and how did he feel about it (v37)? What did he decide (v38-39) and determine about Joseph’s status (v40-44)? Apply. 
	Joseph’s unsolicited advice to Pharaoh was to look for a wise and discerning man to appoint over the land of Egypt. His job would be to administrate overseers who would take a fifth of the produce during the seven good years to store up in cities under Pharaoh’s authority. Then, when the seven bad years occurred Egypt would be able to survive them. This proposal seemed good to Pharaoh and his servants so he decided that no one better than Joseph could be found to do this, one in who was a divine spirit. He acknowledged that God had informed him of the dreams and the plan, so he thought Joseph would be the best. He put him over his entire house and all would pay him homage; only Pharaoh would be greater than him. He placed his signet ring on Joseph’s hand, clothed him in fine linen garments, put a gold necklace on him, and let him ride in the second chariot next to him as they proclaimed to everyone to bow their knees before him. He would be the final authority over everyone in Egypt, including Pharaoh. This shows us that no matter how far down one of God’s people may go He can elevate them to heights beyond imagination. God is limitless in His power and sovereignty so we must trust Him at all times. 

	6.  Looking at 41:45-57 what else did Pharaoh do for Joseph (v45-46) and who were his children (50-52)? What happened in Egypt (47-49, 53-57)? What was the overall effect on Joseph?
	Pharaoh also gave Joseph, who he renamed Zaphenath-peneah, the daughter of Potiphera, priest of On, as his wife. Their children Manasseh, meaning God had made me forget all my trouble and all my father’s household, and Ephraim, meaning God has made me fruitful in the land of my affliction. This again shows that Joseph realized that he had been through a lot, but he still gave God the credit for getting him through it. In Egypt the seven years of abundance occurred so greatly that Joseph stopped measuring the amount that was stored up in every city. However, the seven years of famine immediately followed in Egypt and all the sur-rounding lands. When the Egyptians ran out of food and called on Pharaoh, he directed them to Joseph, making him the most important person around. He opened the storehouses to sell food to the Egyptians, and when everyone around Egypt heard of this they came to Egypt to buy food, too.

	III. Begging and Busted (42)
	Key Idea: Our evil will eventually catch up with us and we will have to face those we have harmed. 

	7. Read 42:1-7. How did Jacob respond to the famine (v1-3, 5)? Who did he not send and why (v4)? How did Joseph treat his brothers when he saw them (5-7)? 
	When Jacob saw that Egypt had grain while they had none in Canaan he called his sons out and asked them why they were staring at each other. He told them to go to Egypt to buy some food so that they wouldn’t die. However, he wouldn’t send Benjamin, Joseph’s brother because he was afraid harm would come to him. When they came into the presence of Joseph and bowed before him, he recognized them; but, because he had disguised himself and spoke harshly to them, they didn’t know that it was Joseph. Although he would eventually reveal his identity to them, he chose to use this opportunity to test them. 

	8. Using 42:8-20 what was Joseph’s accusation (v8-9, 12) and how did they defend themselves (v10-11, 13)? What was Joseph’s “test” (v14-17, 18-20)? Why did he do this? 
	When Joseph saw them he remembered the dreams that had foretold that they would bow down before him. He realized he had an opportunity to bring about repentance and change in their lives so he pushed them to the limit. He accused them of being spies to look over the undefended parts of Egypt, but they protested that they were simply there to buy food. They further said that they were all sons of one man – a family unit, and honest as well. Joseph repeated his accusation, and then they elaborated on their history. They admitted that there were twelve of them in all, but that one was back in Canaan with his father and one was no more (Joseph). Joseph restated that they were spies, though, and proposed a test; he said that they would not leave Egypt until their younger brother was brought there. So, he told them to send one of their group to get him while the rest remained in prison. After they were there three days, being given time to decide, Joseph changed the test. He told them that because he feared God he would let one of them remain in confinement while the rest went back with grain. He would be released and they would live if they then brought Benjamin back. Probably this would show Joseph that they had changed if they were willing to come back for one brother – in contrast to how they had treated Joseph. He was not playing games with them; rather, he was attempting to help them see their sinful ways. 

	9. From 42:21-28 what effect did this test have on the brothers (v21, 22)? How did this affect Joseph (v23-24), and then what did he do (v25-28)? How did his brothers react (v27-28)? 
	When the brothers heard this they became guilt-ridden over what they had done to Joseph. They knew their father would not want to release Benjamin into their care because of the way they had treated Joseph, so they felt doomed. As they talked among themselves in a language they thought Joseph couldn’t understand he heard them admit that they had ignored Joseph’s cries for his life before they threw him into the pit. They believed God was punishing them for their evil. Reuben recounted how he had tried to talk them out of it but he too believed that there had come a reckoning for Joseph’s blood. This caused Joseph to weep, so he turned away, but when he returned he took Simeon from them and bound him before their eyes. He wanted them to come to full repentance for their sins so there could be a complete reconciliation. 

	10. In 42:29-38 after they told Jacob their story what else did they discover (v29-34, 35)? What was Jacob’s response (v36) and Reuben’s proposal (v37-38)? Did this make sense? 
	Secretly Joseph gave orders to fill their bags not only with grain, but also with the money they had paid for it. He also gave them provisions for their journey. On the way, as one of them opened his sack to give his donkey fodder, he discovered the money that had been returned. When he reported this their hearts sank and they wondered aloud with trembling what God had done to them. They didn’t turn back, though, so when they arrived at home they told Jacob all that had occurred. The leader of the land had spoken harshly to them, they had told him about their family, including Benjamin, their dad, and the death of Joseph. The leader had then taken Simeon hostage, to be released only when Benjamin was brought to him. This would prove their honesty and would grant them the privilege to trade in Egypt. They then all opened their sacks and discovered the money, which caused all of them dismay. Jacob listed the children they had cost him – Joseph, Simeon, and now Benjamin, if he went along with the proposal. Reuben, though, told Jacob that he could put his two sons to death if he didn’t bring Benjamin back. This made no sense to Jacob; he wouldn’t benefit by killing Reuben’s two sons if this did happen, and could not allow the possibility that both of his sons by Rachel would be dead. 

	11. Summarize Joseph’s fall and rise to power in 40-42, and how he responded. How did he glorify God in all of this? 
	Joseph went all the way down before he went all the way (almost) up. Going to prison because of false accusation (which resulted from his faithfulness to God and man) was bad; but to be forgotten by two fellow inmates that he helped was even worse. Additionally, it caused him to remain in prison for two more years. However, the help he gave his inmates was rewarded at just the right time. When Pharaoh dreamed and Joseph, with God’s help, interpreted them correctly, he was elevated to the position of second in the land, and even had greater authority than Pharaoh when it came to the distribution of the food. In all of this Joseph remained faithful to God and never took credit for his ability to interpret dreams. His wisdom was obviously from God, being recognized by Pharaoh, and his integrity was above reproach. Even his actions towards his brothers was to help them see the error of their ways; he could have taken revenge by telling them “no”, but he chose to bring them to the point of reconciliation. There is much about Joseph that is like Jesus – He was mistreated by his own people, abandoned by those he helped, but his purpose was to bring all of them to reconciliation. He would do that by speaking truth, by allowing difficulty, and being used by His Father to meet needs. 


