Luke 12:1-13:17 - Daily Study Questions – When Push Comes to Shove
The Big Idea: The genuineness of our commitment to Jesus will be seen in our focus on His approval, His return and a willingness to continue in life change. 
	I. Prioritize the Kingdom (12:1-34)
	Key Idea: We must avoid hypocrisy and greed, and instead make God’s kingdom our priority. 

	1. Using Luke 12:1-12 what was Jesus’ warning and why (v1, 2-3)? What should we remember when the world tries to intimidate us (v4-5, 6-7, 8-10)? What then should our approach be (v8, 11-12)? 
	Jesus warned the disciples to beware of the leaven (yeast) of the Pharisees, which was hypocrisy. Hypocrisy is the thinking that we can act in a way contrary to who we really are, and this can have a widespread negative effect on people. The real problem with this mindset is the belief that if we can fool people into thinking that we are okay, then we are okay. But that is false; we are only okay if we are really okay. In fact everything that we do in the darkness will come to light, so we will not get away with this deception anyway. We must not let those who falsely present themselves as okay intimidate us into conforming to their beliefs and actions. First, they can only kill the body, which is impermanent, and nothing more. God, though, has the authority to cast people into hell which is something to truly fear. On the other hand we must remember that God also cares about us, no matter how insignificant we seem. After all, He cares for the sparrows and numbers the hairs of our head. It is logical, then, to confess Jesus before men so that the Son of Man will confess us before the angels of God. However, those who blaspheme the Holy Spirit (reject His witness to our hearts concerning Christ) will not be forgiven. Our approach, then, should be to confess Jesus before men and not be worried about what we will say when needing to defend ourselves before our persecutors. The Holy Spirit will give us the words to say in that moment. 

	2. Read Luke 12:13-21. What did the man in the crowd reveal about himself (v13-15)? Summarize Jesus’ parable. In what respect was the man foolish (v19-20, 21) and what principle did he violate (v15)?
	A man in the crowd, seemingly oblivious to the seriousness of the truth that Jesus spoke, asked Him to arbitrate a financial dispute with a family member. He clearly revealed that money was his primary concern, rather than spiritual issues. Jesus asked him who had appointed Him as his judge or arbiter over him, which was actually a leading question since Jesus was his judge in an ultimate sense. The man was not on the same page with Him, though, so Jesus also counseled His disciples to beware of greed, just as He had told them to beware of hypocrisy earlier. The point was that a man’s life does not consist of how many possessions he has, even if he has an abundance of them. To illustrate this Jesus told the story of the rich farmer who built larger barns to store his bountiful crops, and then told himself to take it easy since he had plenty for years to come. Obviously the man’s security was in his store of possessions; the problem, however, was that his life would end that very night. Thus he violated the principle that our lives do not consist in how much we have materially. Jesus’ point was that possessions do our life no good when we die, so we had best lay up eternal treasures to God that go before us to heaven.  

	3. From Luke 12:22-34 what does Jesus tell us not to do (v22, 29) and why (v23, 24-26, 27-28, 30)? What should we do instead (v31, 33) and why (v32, 34)? 
	Jesus told His disciples to not be anxious for their lives (soul, or being) and to not worry about what we will eat or drink. It is not wrong to be aware of our needs and pray for God to meet those needs, but it is wrong to be anxious (merimnao, a divided mind) and worry (a Greek word that means to be in suspense) since God takes care of all His creation, not to mention His children. He takes care of the ravens and beautifies the flowers of the field, so He will take care of us. Also, our anxious worrying does no good because it can’t add an inch or a day to our lives; rather it harms us. What we should do instead of worrying is to have faith in God and seek His kingdom, since He has chosen to gladly give it to us. As a practical expression of this we should sell what we have when the need arises, thus depositing treasure in heaven where nothing can destroy it. This will keep our hearts turned towards God. 

	II. Prepare for His Return             (12:35-59)
	Key Idea: If we are to be approved at Jesus’ return we must keep ourselves focused on Him and His work right now.  

	4. Based on Luke 12:35-40 for what are we to be ready (40) and how does this relate to the previous verses? Describe how we can be ready (v35, 36, 39) and the blessings (v37-39). 
	We are to be ready for the return of the “Son of Man” (Jesus) who will sit as judge over all the earth (Dan 7:9-14). This relates to the preceding verses because in them Jesus told His disciples to not focus on the things of this earthly life, but to give our energy to heavenly treasure. We have to have this mindset to be “dressed in readiness” for the Lord’s return. To do this we must remain alert, rather than drowsy, because He may return between 9pm and 12am, 12am to 3am, times when we are normally sleeping. These are also the times that the thieves usually break into our homes. Jesus doesn’t tell us when He is returning because He wants us to be ready at all times. When He finds us dressed in readiness He will then serve us, rather than us serving Him, which is an amazing thought. However, this will be the case in the millennial kingdom. 

	5. From Luke 12:41-48 how did Jesus’ answer Peter’s question (v41, 42, 48)? In the parable how does a faithful (v42, 43) or evil (v45-46) steward act, and what results (v44, 47-48)?
	Peter wondered if the preceding parable was for the disciples only, or for everyone else. He may have questioned whether Jesus would actually hold everyone to this standard, or bless everyone in this way, or whether He would only treat His special servants in this way. Jesus answers by including anyone who would be a faithful and sensible steward, which is the responsibility of every child of God. We are all responsible for certain people, to give them their “rations” at the proper time. This is essentially the work that God has entrusted to each of us; we are to fulfill His calling on our lives to bless others. If we have proven faithful in this age here on earth with spiritual responsibilities then in the age to come the Lord will put us in charge of all His possessions. This is a parable, so Jesus is simply making the point that if we are faithful to Him with what we currently have, He will be able to trust us with much more responsibility in His kingdom. This, in turn, will lead to greater blessings. On the other hand, an evil steward is self-indulgent, abuses those for whom he has responsibility, and ignores the master’s will can expect His discipline – eternal loss if they are not saved, or many lashes if they are. The more one understands and fails to fulfill regarding his responsibility the more discipline he will receive. This is the way life works; the more opportunity one has, the more is expected. 

	6. Read Luke 12:49-53. What did Jesus come to do (v49, 51, 52-53)? What do you think He meant by this? What did He have to do first (v50)? 
	In His first coming Jesus came to cast fire on the earth and to bring division. At His second coming In the millennial kingdom He will come to bring peace. Jesus’ purpose in coming was to save the world, but this would bring about the separation of the wheat from the chaff, causing true believers to become apparent. How we respond to Jesus is the great dividing line for humanity. This would occur because of the cross, the baptism of death and judgment that Jesus would shortly undergo. He knew that true believers would become known and peace accomplished only through this method, so He was willing to do this. However, the prospect of this caused Him great distress. 

	7. In Luke 12:54-59 what were the failures of the Jewish leaders (v54-56, 57-59)? What should they have realized about their time (v56) and how should that have affected their actions (v58-59)? What was Jesus saying?
	The two failures of the Jewish leaders were to the failure to discern the God’s time and the failure to own and deal with their sins. They understood relatively unimportant things, like the weather, but failed to discern that the coming of Jesus ushered in the age of the Messiah. They had looked forward to the coming of the Messiah, but when He came they rejected Him. This was largely due to their failure to repent, owing their sins, and opening up their hearts to the possibility that Jesus really was who He claimed to be – God. He was their opponent instead, but Jesus told them that they would not escape the judgment of rejecting Him. Rather, they needed to settle their debt with Him quickly; otherwise they would be fully accountable at the judgment. 

	III. Provide Evidence of Life Change (13:1-17)
	Key Idea: When we repent of our sins, bear fruit and genuinely care about people we show that Jesus is changing our lives.

	8. Look at Luke 13:1-5. What had happened to some Galileans (v1) and Siloams (v4)? What did some people suppose about them (v2)? What was the reality (v3, 5)? 
	Some Galileans had apparently been killed by Pilate, who had mixed their blood with the sacrifices they were making at the temple. This was considered a desecration. However, many thought that it must have been due to some great sin by these Galileans that would bring about such “judgment” by God. Similarly, those near the pool of Siloam who had had a tower fall on them must have been great sinners for God to allow this to happen to them. Jesus negated this thinking, though, by saying that we all need to repent because we are all sinners. Regardless of the magnitude of one’s sin, that sin will cause the person to perish eternally unless they repent of it and receive God’s forgiveness. Unfortunately, the attitude that most people have is that they are justified before God because they are not as bad as the next guy, who obviously deserves God’s judgment. Jesus, though, corrects this thinking by saying that we are all under His judgment because we are all sinners. 

	9. Summarize the story of Luke 13:6-9. Who does the “man” (v6) and the fig tree (v6) represent? What does he do and what does he expect (v6, 7, 8-9)? What does this teach? 
	A certain man (representing God) had a fig tree (representing Israel) in His vineyard that didn’t have fruit on it. He told the vineyard keeper that He had been looking for fruit on it for three years, but hadn’t found any, so He said “cut it down”. The vineyard keeper asked for one more year to fertilize and cultivate it; then, if it didn’t bear fruit it could be cut down. This gives a picture of God’s work through Jesus to give Israel one last chance. Sadly, they failed to believe in Him, bearing fruit, so they were rejected, giving the Gentiles an opportunity to be included in God’s vineyard (Rom 11:11-32). The application of this parable for all of us is that God looks for us to bear fruit, but when it is not there we are useless to the kingdom. 

	10. Using Luke 13:10-17 what did Jesus do on the Sabbath (v10-12) and what were the two outcomes (v13, 14)? What was Jesus’ point to the official (v15-16)? What resulted (v17)?
	Jesus cast a demon out of a woman who had been possessed for eighteen years, causing her to be in a bent position. When He exorcised the demon by telling her that she was freed, she immediately straightened up and began glorifying God. The synagogue official, though, became indignant because Jesus had healed on the Sabbath; so he told the multitude that Jesus should have done this healing on one of the other six days of the week, rather than the Sabbath. Jesus challenged this thinking by giving an example of how they treated their work animals on the Sabbath. They untied them and led them to water on the Sabbath, so He asked them how much better was it to release this woman on the Sabbath who had been bound for eighteen years. Not only that, but this woman had been released by Jesus’ word; no “work” had been done. The point was that human beings have much greater value than animals so we should treat them at least as well as animals. In saying this it also revealed that the synagogue official had an uncaring attitude towards people – he thought more of his animals than he did of people. This reasoning clearly refuted his opponents and thus humiliated them. On the other hand the common people rejoiced over the glorious things being done by Him. 

	11. Review Luke 12-13:7. In the areas of our priorities, preparation for His return, and proof of life change how do we demonstrate that we are serious about our Christian walk? 
	Our priorities must be the things of heaven, and not the things of earth. This means we must not put the approval of men ahead of the approval of God, and we should not base our security on earthly possessions. Rather, we should seek God’s approval and trust Him. Our preparation for His return follows along the same lines. What we do each day must reflect an awareness that the Lord could return at any time, so we must focus on the things that He will approve when He returns. This means utilizing the resources we have been given to bless others for His kingdom. It also means that His kingdom is the highest priority and not just “keeping the peace”. Finally, we must demonstrate life change by admitting and repenting of our sins, and then bearing fruit that pleases Jesus. When we do this we will be more focused on people than on our “rules” that simply make us feel good because we are in control. So, seeking God’s approval, focusing on heavenly things, and caring about people will be the characteristics that show we are serious about our Christian walk. 


