Acts 22-23 - Daily Study Questions – From Pillar to Post
The Big Idea: While life may feel mundane and meaningless at times, we must remain faithful to God each day and He will carry out His will. 
	I. Reviewing God’s Call (22:1-23)
	Key Idea: God’s call turns our lives around and often causes an uproar in others’ lives. 

	1. Read Acts 22:1-5. Who did Paul address (v1) and how (v2)? What was the result and why (v2)? What did he first share (v3, 4-5) and what was his point (v3)? 
	Paul addressed his Jewish “brothers” and “fathers” (those who were senior to him, i.e., his elders) with his defense of his position. He talked to them in the Hebrew dialect, which was known as the Aramaic, which was the spoken Hebrew language of the day. This would let them know that he was “one of them”, which is probably why they became even more quiet when he began to speak. He told them of his extreme religious background as a Jew – being educated under Gamaliel, considered the leading Jewish rabbi of the day. He was brought up strictly according to the Mosaic law, was zealous for God (as they were, although in error), and even persecuted those of the Way [of Jesus] that he now represented. He bound both men and women into prisons so they could be put to death. His last act as a persecutor had been to go to Damascus to bring those followers of the Way who were there to Jerusalem as prisoners to be punished. His point to them is that he had been in the same exact position and mindset that they were currently in before God changed him. 

	2. From 22:6-11 what details did Paul reveal about his story next (v6, 7-8, 9, 10, 11)? What did he want his audience to understand? 
	Paul told them that a very bright light from heaven suddenly flashed all around him as he journeyed to Damascus, causing him to fall to the ground, and a voice said to him, “Saul, Saul why are you persecuting Me?” Paul, addressing Him as Lord, asked him who He was, and the voice answered that He was Jesus whom he was persecuting. Further, he reported that those who were with him saw the bright light but didn’t understand the voice. He then asked, “What shall I do, Lord” and said that the Lord told him to go into Damascus where he would be told about all that had been appointed for him to do. However, since the light had blinded him he was led by the hand by those who were with him into Damascus. His story should have demonstrated to his audience that this was something that had happened to him, not something that he had imagined, contrived or manipulated. 

	3. Using 22:12-16 who helped Paul, what was he like (v12-13), and what did he tell Paul about God’s will for him (v14-15)? What 2 things did he tell Paul to do (v16) and which one “washed away his sins”? 
	Ananias, a devout Jew according to the Law and one who had a good reputation among the Jews was the one who came to Saul and told him to receive his sight. When Saul looked at him at that very moment Ananias told him three things: that the God of their fathers had appointed him 1) to know His will, 2) to see the Righteous One, and 3) to hear an utterance from His mouth. This was to fulfill God’s purpose for Saul that he would be a witness for Him to all men of what he had seen and heard – which Paul was doing at that very moment. Since this was God’s purpose He first commanded him through Ananias to arise and be baptized, and to wash away his sins by calling on His name. The “wash away your sins” phrase is connected to “calling on His name” rather than to “be baptized” in the Greek sentence. It reads literally, “Arise, be baptized and wash away your sins, calling on His name”. In the act of baptism he would be professing his faith in Christ, but it was the faith and not the act of baptism that washed away his sins. 

	4. Using Acts 22:17-23 what did God reveal to Paul and where (v17-18)? How did Paul’s response confirm this (v19-20)? What did God then say (v21) and what resulted (v22-23)?  
	After Paul’s encounter with Ananias he eventually (after a brief ministry in Damascus, Acts 9:20-25 and three years in Arabia, Galatians 1:17-18) returned to Jerusalem and was praying in the temple. As he did he fell into a trance and saw Him (the same Lord Jesus who he saw on the road to Damascus) saying to him, “Make haste and get out of Jerusalem quickly, because they (Jewish believers there) will not accept your testimony about Me”. Paul understood this, aware of the fact that they knew it was he who had imprisoned and beaten those who believed in Jesus, and who had approved of Stephen’s stoning as he guarded his clothes. To this response God told Paul, “Go, for I will send you far away to the Gentiles.” When the Jewish audience, who had been quietly listening up to this point, heard this statement they raised their voices and said, “Away with this fellow from the earth for he should not be allowed to live.” With this response they were also crying out, throwing off their cloaks, and tossing dust into the air. This was mob behavior at its best. 

	II. Revealing God’s Plan                (22:24-23:11)
	Key Idea: God’s plan will be revealed in our lives as we obediently declare the truth about Him. 

	5. Read 22:24-29. What did the Roman commander do (v24) and how did Paul respond (v25)? To what did this lead (v26-27), what did Paul reveal (v28), and with what effect (v29)? 
	When the Roman commander, Lysias, observed this outburst he ordered Paul to be brought into the barracks so he could be examined by scourging to determine why they were shouting against him in this way. When they stretched him out to scourge him Paul asked the centurion if it was lawful to scourge a Roman citizen who had not had a trial and been condemned. The centurion then went to Lysias to ask if he realized that Paul was a Roman, leading him to immediately go to Paul and asked if he was a Roman, to which Paul replied, “Yes”. Lysias then told him that he had acquired his citizenship with a large sum of money, but Paul told him that he was actually a natural-born citizen. So, they immediately stopped the process and Lysias was afraid that they would get in trouble for having placed Paul in chains. 

	6. In 22:30-23:5 what was the commander’s next step (v30)? How did Paul begin (v1) and what did this cause (v2)? What was Paul’s initial response (v3) and then later (4-5)? How is this a good example for us? 
	As he should have done in the first place Lysias determined to find out why Paul had been accused by the Jews. So, he ordered the chief priests and Sanhedrin council to assemble and brought Paul down and set him before them. Paul then began his “second” defense, which was before the Jewish leadership rather than just the common people. He told them that he had lived his life with a perfectly good conscience before God until that day. He was not boasting, but just stating that he had strived to do what he thought was right. However, Ananias, the high priest, ordered him to be struck on the mouth for his supposed arrogance and when he did Paul declared that God was going to strike him, and then called him a “whitewashed” wall. He then called out his hypocrisy for trying him according to the Law, but violating this law by having him struck. One of the bystanders questioned him for reviling the high priest and Paul replied that he was unaware of Ananias’ status. He then agreed that it was wrong, according to the Law, to speak evil of a ruler of the people (Ex 22:28). Paul’s humble attitude is a good example for us; even though he was treated wrongfully he admitted that he was wrong, although he had innocently violated the Law. We don’t have to always “demand” our rights, especially when it’s just for our own satisfaction.

	7. From 23:6-11 what did Paul say then (v6)? To what did this lead and why (v7-9, 10)? Why do you think Paul took this approach? What did God then reveal to Paul (v11)? 
	Paul realized that both Sadducees, who didn’t believe in the resurrection, and Pharisees, who did believe in it, were there together on the council. Possibly, in order to enlist the Pharisees in his defense, he told them that he was a Pharisee and a son of Pharisees (an adherent to their sect), and that he was on trial for the hope and resurrection of the dead. The other possibility is that he said this to create a dissension to divert the attention from himself, but Paul was typically unconcerned about that. His desire was to present the gospel, so he probably wasn’t playing games, but rather seeking an opportunity to share Jesus’ resurrection with them. However, it stirred up such a controversy, with the Sadducees denying any truth to the resurrection, but the Pharisees taking his side by saying that an angel or a spirit could have spoken to him, that the commander was afraid that Paul would be torn to pieces. So, he took him away by force and brought him back to the barracks. While he was there that night the Lord stood by his side and told him to “Take courage, for as you have solemnly witnessed to My cause at Jerusalem, so you must witness at Rome also.” Because of Paul’s boldness the trial had no resolution, and this would lead Paul to stand before Roman officials several times before his trials were over. This shows that our lives will be prolonged until God’s purpose for them is complete. 

	III. Rescued by God’s Providence (23:12-35)
	Key Idea: In spite of man’s plans God will preserve His people so they can fulfill His purpose. 

	8. Using 23:12-15 what was the Jewish response next (v12-13) and what shows how serious they were (v14)? How were they going to carry this out (v15)? 
	The next day more than forty of the Jews formed a conspiracy, binding themselves by an oath that they would eat or drink nothing until they had killed Paul. They went to the chief priests and elders (not the scribes, who were Pharisees mostly), showing how serious they were about this, and told them that they were going to do this; they then asked them to notify the commander to bring Paul down for further examination. While on this journey they would ambush and kill him. 

	9. According to 23:16-24 how was the Jewish plot foiled (v16, 17-22)? What does this show? What did the commander then do (v23-24)? 
	The son of Paul’s sister heard of the plans for the ambush and told Paul about it. He then asked the centurions to lead his nephew to the commander to report this plot to him. The commander took him aside privately and asked what he knew and he told him that the Jews were going to ask him to bring Paul down for investigation, but that forty of them were lying in wait to kill him, bound by an oath. The commander responded for him to tell no one that he had given him this information and then let him go. Lysias then called two of the centurions to gather two hundred soldiers and be ready by 9:00 pm (the third hour of the night) to go to Caesarea with seventy horsemen and two hundred spearmen. In addition they were to provide mounts to put Paul on to take him safely to Felix, the Roman governor. This story again shows the sovereign hand of God on Paul; He had a purpose for Paul that would be fulfilled, regardless of the plans of men. 

	10. In 23:25-35 what did Lysias’ letter to Felix reveal about Paul (v27, 28-29)? What did Felix order after Paul arrived (v31-35)? 
	Lysias’ letter revealed to Felix that Paul was about to be slain by the Jews, although he was a Roman, and that their accusations against him related merely to questions about their religious law. In Lysias’ opinion he was innocent of anything deserving death or punishment by Roman law. He told him that he had discovered their plot and ordered them to take their accusations against Paul to Felix. After Paul arrived at Felix’s headquarters he was asked what province he was from, and he told him Cilicia – meaning he was in Felix’s jurisdiction. He then told him he would give him a hearing after his accusers arrived and gave orders for Paul to be kept in Herod’s Praetorium. The amount of detail in these stories adds to credibility of the biblical accounts and also shows how much Paul was willing to endure for the sake of the gospel. 

	11. Looking back over Acts 22-23 how had God sovereignly directed Paul’s life—what led to what (22:1-5, 6-16, 17-21, 22-30; 23:1-10, 11, 12-25, 26-35)? How might you have felt if you had been through this and how did Paul view all this? Apply this to your life.  
	God had allowed Paul to mistakenly be seized in the temple so that he could address the Jewish common people and the Sanhedrin council. He had protected him when a riot nearly occurred before the Jews and when he was nearly torn to pieces at the hearing before the council. He also protected Paul from the plot of the forty plus Jews who wanted to kill him after this. At each stage Paul was obedient to present his defense of the gospel, even though it wasn’t humanly safe, and God took care of him because He still had a purpose for Paul – to bear witness for Jesus at Rome. Paul continued to be mistreated, but continued to faithfully bear witness, knowing that God was working out His purpose in His life. We must do the same; so many times in our lives feel like we are just “going through the motions” and making very little progress. But if we will simply be faithful God will carry out His purpose in us to His glory. We must remember that it is all about Him, and not about us. 


