1Samuel 21-23 - Daily Study Questions – Pushing the Panic Button
The Big Idea: When we are faced with a dangerous situation we must take our fear to God in prayer instead of acting irrationally, causing harm to ourselves and others. 
	I. The Problem with Fear (21:1-15)
	Key Idea: When we are led by fear we will do irrational things that do not work. 

	1. Read 1 Sam 21:1-9. Where did David run and what was the concern (v1)? What requests did David make (v3, 8) and what were the answers (v4-6, 9)? How would you characterize David’s replies (v2, 5, 9) and why would they lead to trouble (v7)? 
	After David and Jonathan reaffirmed their covenant David went to Nob, where Ahimelech the priest was. He trembled when David arrived, possibly because word had spread that Saul was trying to kill David. If he helped David then he would be guilty by associa-tion, and since David was alone it appeared that he was running from Saul. However, David lied, saying he was on a secret mission from Saul and that he had directed his young men (army) to another place so they wouldn’t be aware of this. He asked for five loaves of bread or whatever could be found. These loaves were the leftover table of showbread loaves which were allowed to be eaten by the priests after they had been presented to the Lord ceremonially. Ahimelech said this would be okay if the young men had kept themselves pure, not having had sexual relations that day. Jesus agreed that this was okay too (Matt 12:1-8). In reply to Ahimelech’s question, David said the young men had kept themselves pure, but this was a cover up lie since they weren’t even there. After this David asked for a weapon and Ahimelech told him he only had one, the sword of Goliath and David said he wanted it because there was none like it. Even though he had won the sword in his defeat of Goliath this would lead to trouble because Doeg, Saul’s chief shepherd, was there, detained by God there (probably meaning he was worshiping in some fashion). He would later tell Saul what had transpired, thus implicating Ahimelech. Basically David lied in order to protect himself and this would later lead to the slaughter of the priests at Nob.

	2. Using 21:10-15 where did David’s fear take him next (v10) and why was this foolish (v11)? What did this cause (v12) and how did David handle this (v13)? Did it work (v14-15)? Was it right?
	Next David went to Gath where Goliath was from. Fear can make us do some illogical things and this was certainly an example of that for David. The servants of Gath’s king, Achish, recognized David as the “unofficial” king of Israel, the one who had killed many of their army after his defeat of Goliath. Thus, David greatly feared Achish and acted insane by drooling in his beard so that they wouldn’t be afraid of him. In fact, it was considered a disgrace to drool in one’s beard in that culture, which accounts for the disgust Achish expressed when they brought David before him. This apparent insanity would also show that he was no actual threat to them. So, he was sent away from Achish and Gath. David didn’t actually lie here, although he used deception to escape from danger. The real problem was that he was running in fear instead of trusting God; this is what had gotten him into trouble. 

	II. The Painful Results of Fear (22:1-23)
	Key Idea: When we allow fear to direct us we will do things that will potentially hurt ourselves and others.

	3. From 22:1-5 who joined David on his next stop and what did they have in common (v1-2)? What else did David arrange (v3-4) and what did Gad tell him (v5)? 
	On David’s next stop at the cave of Adullam, about ten miles east-southeast of Gath, close to where he had killed Goliath. When his brothers and father’s household heard he was there they went down to him. Joining them were those in distress, those in debt, and all who were discontented – all whose lives were in some sort of turmoil or trouble. David became captain over these men, about four hundred in all. After this David went to Mizpah in Moab and to protect his parents asked the king to take them in until he knew what God’s plans were for him. The king consented so that the entire time David was in the stronghold (cave) they were able to stay there. He left there because Gad, the prophet, came to him and told him to go to land of Judah, presumably because it was no longer safe there. David did as he said and stayed in the forest of Hereth. 

	4. In 1 Sam 22:6-13 what did Saul find out (v6) and what did he say (v6-8)? What was the answer (v9-10) and to what did this lead (v11-13)? 
	Saul heard that there were some who knew where David was. As he sat under a tree on top of a hill he asked if “the son of Jesse” (David) would be as good to them as Saul had. Would he give them vineyards and field and make them commanders as Saul had done? Then he wanted to know why everyone had conspired to keep David’s covenant with Jonathan a secret and to not tell Saul that David was lying in ambush against him. In other words he wanted to know where David was, to which Doeg the Edomite revealed what had occurred at Nob. When Saul heard that Ahimelech had given David provisions and the sword of Goliath he regarded this as a treasonous act and summoned the priest there so he could interrogate him.  

	5. According to 22:14-23 what was Ahimilech’s defense (v14-15) but what did Saul say (v16)? What did he command (v17, 18) and what were the responses (v17, 18)? What resulted (v19, 20-21) and how did David assess this (v22-23)?  
	Ahimelech said that there was no one more faithful than David among Saul’s servants, identifying him as the king’s son-in-law, the captain of his guard, and one who was honored in Saul’s house. Furthermore, this was certainly not the first time that David had come to him to inquire of God’s will. Ahimelech then said that he knew nothing of this whole affair. Saul declared, though, that Ahimelech was to die, along with his household, and then told the guards with him to kill them all. The king’s servants were not willing to kill the priests so Saul told Doeg to kill them. He immediately did this, killing eighty-five men, and then he slaughtered the entire town of Nob, men, women, children, infants, oxen, donkeys and sheep. One of them, Abiathar, Ahimelech’s son, escaped and went and told David what had happened. David admitted that the very day he had seen Doeg there he knew he would tell Saul and that he was the cause of everyone’s death. So, he told Abiathar to stay with him so that he would be protected from Saul. 

	III. The Proper Approach to Fear (23:1-29)
	Key Idea: We must pray to God instead of reacting irrationally to fear. 

	6. From 23:1-5 what was David told (v1) and how did he respond (v2)? How did his men react to this (v3) and again how did David respond (v4-5)? Contrast this with his responses in 1 Sam 21.
	A while later David was told that the Philistines were fighting Keilah and plundering their threshing floors. He asked the Lord if he was to go and attack them and the Lord said go and attack them and deliver Keilah. His men, already in fear as they hid from Saul, wondered how they could come out of hiding to engage in battle against the Philistines. So, David asked the Lord again and He confirmed that they should go and that He would give them victory. When they did all that God directed they were victorious and also plundered their flocks, thus delivering Keilah as God had said. David’s approach here was correct; he asked God in prayer what he should do, in contrast to 1 Sam 21 where David simply ran in fear. This nearly got him killed and caused the death of 85 priests, along with a whole town. 

	7. Looking at 23:6-14 what did Saul do next and why (v7-8)? How did David respond (v6, 9-11, 12)? What did he then do and how did it turn out (v13-14)? Apply. 
	When Saul was told that David was in Keilah, a fortified city with double gates, he thought God had delivered him into his hands by allowing him to be trapped within the city. Whether he truly thought God had done this or that David had made a strategic error is hard to determine, but he summoned all the people for war so they could lay siege to Keilah. David heard about this evil plot and he asked Abiathar to come to him with his priestly ephod so he could pray to God. He asked God to reveal to him whether the men of Keilah would give him up to Saul, and amazingly enough, God said that they would (even though he had just delivered them against the Philistines). So, David and his [now] six hundred men left Keilah, going wherever necessary to avoid capture. Instead of simply running in fear, David prayed this time and God gave him direction. This shows the correct approach to possible impending danger – don’t simply run in fear, but pray for God’s direction. Even though we may have to flee we will know God is taking care of us. 

	8. Using 23:15-18 how did God bless David next (v15-16)? How did Jonathan encourage him (v17, 18)? 
	When David realized that Saul was on his trail in the wilderness of Ziph (most certainly causing more fear and turmoil) Jonathan went to him at Horesh to encourage him in God. This was obviously the blessing of God. Jonathan told him to not be afraid because Saul would not find him and he would succeed him as the Israel’s king, with Jonathan next to him – something that even his dad knew. Thus, the two of them made a covenant before the Lord and Jonathan returned as David stayed in Horesh. 

	9. Based on 23:19-23 who betrayed David next (v19-20) and why do you think they did? How did Saul respond (v21-23)? How does this strike you?
	The Ziphites betrayed David by telling Saul that David was hiding in their land in the strongholds at Horesh, and then proceeded to give Saul an exact location. They told Saul to come to them and they would surrender David to him. They probably did this to gain the king’s favor, or possibly, like Nabal in chapter 25 they thought David was just another renegade running from his master. Saul pronounced blessing from the Lord on them (what a joke since the Lord wasn’t even on his side at this time) for their compassion to him and then told them to reconfirm where David was since he was very crafty. When they did this he said he would come to them to search out David. 

	10. In 23:24-29 what occurred when David was being hunted by Saul (v24-25) and what did Saul do (v25)? How close did David get to death (v26) and what prevented his capture (v27-29)? What does this teach us? 
	After the Ziphites confirmed that David was there Saul came down, but David had been told he was coming. So, he went to the wilderness of Maon as Saul pursued him. It got so close at one point that David was on one side of a mountain while Saul was on the other. As Saul and his men were about to surround David, coming from both sides, a messenger came and told Saul that the Philistines had made a raid on Israel. This caused him to abandon pursuit of David to face the Philistines, leading them to rename that place the Rock of Escape. After this David stayed in the strongholds of Engedi, an oasis on the western shore of the Dead Sea, about fourteen miles east of Ziph. This was a stark contrast to the desert he had been in. This story teaches us that no matter how close danger comes to us, God will protect us and carry out His sovereign will. We must simply trust him. 

	11. Looking back over 1 Sam 21-23 what problems did David’s fear lead to (21:1-12) and what were the painful results (21:13-22:23)? What was the proper approach to fear (23:1-14) and what resulted from this (23:15-29)? 
	David’s fear led him to lie and to have to act irrationally. In addition it led to the death of others. This is what fear always does when we allow it to control us instead of trusting God. We devise our own plan of defense which is often unnecessary (like the sword of Goliath). What we should do, as David subsequently did, is take our fear to God, turning to Him in prayer. We should pray to Him for guidance and ask Him for protection. When we do He will not only protect us but He will even use us in spite of our fear. 


