Genesis 37-39 Daily Study Questions – Short End of the Stick

The Big Idea: We must not allow injustice to stop us from being faithful to God, because He will continue to fulfill His purpose in our lives. 
	I. Abandoned by Family (37)
	Key Idea: Even when we are abandoned by our family God will still fulfill his plan for us. 

	1. Read Genesis 37:1-4. How did Israel feel about Joseph and how did he show it (v3)? How did his brothers feel about him (v4) and what did he do to make it worse (v2)? Do you think he should have?
	Israel loved Joseph more than his brothers and he showed it by making him a richly ornamented robe. This was customarily given to the one the father intended to be the leader of his household after he was gone – usually the firstborn son. His brothers hated him because of this favoritism that Israel showed him. In addition to this Joseph had brought a bad report on them back to Israel, making them hate him so much that they could not even speak to him in a friendly way. Since Joseph’s primary loyalty was to his father – apparently he was the one his father employed to check up on them, and they weren’t a very trustworthy group – he had not choice but to tell his father if they were doing something wrong. It was their fault, not his, that caused the problem. 

	2. From 37:5-11 what two dreams did Joseph have (v5-7, 9) and what did they mean (v8, 10)? How did his brothers react (v8, 11), and how did his father react (v10, 11)? 
	Joseph first dreamed that as he and his brothers were binding sheaves in the field that his sheave rose up and stood erect. When it did the brothers’ sheaves gathered around and bowed down to his sheaf. His brothers were incredulous over this dream, asking if Joseph really thought they were going to be ruled by him, and this caused them to hate him even more. His second dream depicted the sun, moon and eleven stars bowing down to him. When he told his father and his brothers about this his father rebuked him and asked if he really believed that Israel and Rachel, along with his brothers, would actually bow themselves down to him. This made his brothers jealous, and although his father was taken aback by the dream, he still kept the saying in his mind, as parents will do. 

	3. Using 37:12-22 where did Israel send Joseph and why (v12-14)? What did Joseph then do (v15-17) and what did his brothers plot (v18)? Why did their plan change (v19-22)?
	Israel again sent Joseph to check on his brothers, who had last been seen in Shechem with their flocks. When Joseph got there he was wandering around looking for them, and was told that they had moved on to Dothan. As he neared their campsite in Dothan they saw him and plotted against him to put him to death. They thought they could kill his dream by killing him, so they decided to kill him and throw him into one of the dry water pits. They could then tell their father that a wild beast had devoured him. Reuben, however, did not want to kill him, so he talked them into just throwing him into the pit to let him die, intending to go back and rescue him. This might have been his way of trying to make amends to Israel for sleeping with his concubine. 

	4. From Gen 37:23-36 what happened to Joseph (v23-24, 25-27, 28, 36) and how did the brothers cover this up (v29, 31-33)? How did this affect Reuben (v29-20) and Jacob (v34-35)?
	When Joseph arrived they stripped him of his tunic and threw him into the pit; however, as they sat down to eat they saw a caravan of Ishmaelites drawing near. They were on their way to Egypt so Judah made the suggestion to sell Joseph to them as a slave so they could get some money out of the deal. It appears, though, that some Midianite traders passed by and saw Joseph and sold him to the Ishmaelites first, because when Reuben returned to get Joseph he was not there. This caused him to tear his garments in grief, realizing that as the firstborn he would be held responsible for not taking care of Joseph. So, they took Joseph’s tunic, dipped it in blood, and told Israel when they returned that some wild animals had apparently devoured Joseph. When Jacob saw this he went into mourning for many days, tearing his clothes and putting on sackcloth. Even though his sons and daughters tried to comfort him he refused, saying he would go to his grave in mourning for his beloved son, Joseph. He did not know that Joseph was still alive and had been sold to Potiphar, the Egyptian captain of Pharaoh’s bodyguard. 

	II. Abused by In-laws (38)
	Key Idea: Even when family fails to support us God still fulfills His purpose in our lives. 

	5. In 38:1-10 what did Judah do (v1-2) and what resulted (v3-5)? Who was Er’s wife (v6) and what happened to him (v7) and his brother (v10)? Why (v7, 8-10)? 
	Jacob’s fourth-born, Judah, married a Canaanite woman, Shua. He had three sons by her, Er, Onan, and Shelah. As time went by Er married Tamar, but because he was evil in the Lord’s eyes, He took his life. This was a judicial act on God’s part, much like what He would later do when He exterminated all the tribes of Canaan in the time of Joshua because of their great sinfulness. They were both beyond the point of no return in God’s eyes – they would never repent. When Er died, it was Onan’s responsibility, based on the custom of levirate marriage, to marry his relative’s widow so that his name would be continued. When he went in to consum-mate the marriage he refused to impregnate her. This was displeasing in the Lord’s sight, so He took his life just as He had Er’s. This shows that the evil we do to one another is essentially the same as the evil we commit towards the Lord, and it carries with it similar judgment from Him. 

	6.  Looking at 38:11-23 how did Judah deal with Tamar’s situation (v11) and how did she trick him (v12-19, 20-23)? Why did she do this (v14)? 
	Judah, thinking that Shelah might die, too, if he married Tamar, told her to remain a widow until he grew up. This might have been because he was too young to actually have sex with her, so Judah might have thought this would displease God (Tamar must have reported Onan’s actions). Tamar did this, but when Shelah grew up and was not given to her she realized that Judah had reneged on his promise. So, she decided to pose as a prostitute in Timnah when Judah would be there, and predictably he propositioned her. He offered her a kid from his flock and she asked for a pledge of his seal and cord, and the staff in his hand. These were all personal items that would clearly identify their owner. After they had sex she became pregnant, allowing her to have the child she should have had by Shelah (except this was by Judah). When Judah sent the kid (young goat) to his friend so he could get his things back she was nowhere to be found; he decided, however, to keep quiet about this because it would make him a laughingstock. 

	7. Read 38:24-30. What was Judah told (v24) and how did he react (v14)? What was Tamar’s defense (v25) and his response (v26)? What sovereignly occurred when she had kids (v27-30)? How would you describe Judah?
	When Judah was told that Tamar was pregnant (not knowing it was by him) he ordered that she be brought out and burned. As she was brought out she sent to Judah the things he had given her and told him that she was pregnant by the owner of those things. When Judah saw these he realized what had happened and confessed that Tamar was more righteous than he was since he had not given Shelah to her as he had promised. Additionally he did not have sexual relations with her again. When the “child” was born it was actually twins; and when one of them, Zerah (you have made a breach), stuck his hand out a scarlet thread was tied around it. However, the other child, Perez (dawning, or brightness) actually was born first; then Zerah, with the scarlet thread, came out. For God’s sovereign reasons this would make Zerah the firstborn even though Perez was born first. As the story of Judah is considered it is another tribute to God’s grace. He would be the head of the tribe from which David, then Jesus, would come. However, he married a Canaanite woman, had two children who were so evil that God would have to take their lives, and failed to live up to his promise to Tamar. He engaged in sexual relations with one whom he believed to be a prostitute. In all of this, though, when he realized his sin he acknowledged it and God blessed his family anyway. God does not use people because they are good, but because He is good; this is the story throughout the Bible. His grace is truly amazing. 

	III. Accused by Associates (39)
	Key Idea: When those around us falsely accuse us God knows the truth and will bless us anyway as we remain faithful to Him.

	8. Using 39:1-10 what happened to Joseph (v1-2) and why (v2)? How did this affect his master (v3, 5) and what did he do for Joseph (v4, 6)? What temptation did he face and how did he handle it (v7-10)? Apply. 
	When Joseph was taken to Egypt he became the slave of Potiphar, the captain of Pharaoh’s bodyguard. The Lord was with Joseph there and became successful. He lived in his master’s house and his master observed that the Lord was with him, prospering everything he did. Thus, Joseph found favor in Potiphar’s eyes and he became his personal servant. He made him the overseer of his house and put everything he had in his charge. From the time he made him overseer the Lord blessed the Egyptian’s house, as well as everything in his field. He trusted him so much that he did not concern himself with anything about his life except the food he ate. A problem arose, though, because Joseph was so handsome in form and appearance. Potiphar’s wife wanted to have sex with him but he refused. He did so on the basis of his gratitude to Potiphar and his trust in him, as well as because that sin would primarily be a great sin against God. Sin against others is always a sin against God. Joseph would not listen to her. This is the way we must deal with sin – we must not listen to it and we must realize it is a sin against others and against God, even though we falsely think we are just gratifying ourselves. We must also realize that the temptation to sin is relentless; like Potiphar’s wife its desire will not be satisfied until the lust finds expression. We must continue to resist in the Lord.  

	9. From 39:11-18 what did Potiphar’s wife do (v11-12) and how did Joseph respond (v12)? How did she attempt to get Joseph in trouble (v13-18)? What can we learn from this? 
	One day when all the workers were outside Potiphar’s wife grabbed Joseph and told him to lie with her. He fled, though, but when he did she seized his garment, and then went outside screaming to everyone that Joseph had tried to rape her. She then kept his garment until Potiphar got home. This shows us that when we resist sin it will not go down easily or calmly; in fact we may get into even more trouble because we have stood for what is right – but suffering for God and His ways is a privilege. 

	10. In 39:19-23 what was Potiphar’s response (v19, 20) and why? How did God take care of Joseph then (v21, 23)? Describe his success in jail (v22, 23)? Apply. 
	When Potiphar heard his wife’s accusation against Joseph he believed her and his anger burned against him. He threw him in jail, but the Lord was with Joseph there as well, extending kindness to him. Joseph was given favor in the eyes of the chief jailer, and, just as Potiphar before him, he entrusted everything done in the jail to Joseph’s care – the prisoners and everything that happened. He did not supervise anything under Joseph’s charge because the Lord was with him, and whatever he did, the Lord prospered. This reveals an important principle for us; it is not where we are that matters, but who we are – and whose we are. God will bless us in any and every situation if we will just be faithful to Him. This is what He did with Joseph and He will do it for us. 

	11. Summarize the how Joseph and Tamar got the “short end of the stick” in these chapters. How did God take care of them anyway, and what was their “part”? 
	Joseph got the short end of the stick with his brothers – they sold him into slavery - and with Potiphar – he believed his wife instead of Joseph. Tamar got the short end of the stick with Judah’s sons because of Judah’s lack of integrity. However, in both cases God fulfilled his purpose in their lives. He blessed Joseph with success in Potiphar’s household and with success in jail, while he blessed Tamar with two boys who would become part of the line of David and Jesus. Joseph’s part was to continue to be faithful to God no matter what happened, which he did, and Tamar’s part was to hold her father-in-law accountable for his promises to her. God did the blessing but He also used the right choices of those who got the short end of the stick to accomplish this blessing. 


