 1Samuel 19-20 - Daily Study Questions – Calling an Audible
The Big Idea: When the enemy is after us we must be aware of his tactics, employ wisdom, and allow God Himself and His family to protect us. 
	I. Avoiding the Sack (19:1-24)
	Key Idea: When God is on our side we will be able to avoid the attempts of the enemy to sack God’s plan for us. 

	1. Read 1 Sam 19:1-7. What was Saul’s directive (v1) and what 2 things did Jonathan do about it (v2, 4)? Why (v1)? What did he tell David (v2-3) and what did he tell his father, Saul (v4-5)? How did it turn out (v6-7)? 
	Saul told Jonathan and his servants to kill David, but since Jonathan loved David he didn’t settle for this. He first told David of Saul’s intentions and advised him to hide until morning. If he found out anything to keep him safe he would tell him. Secondly, he spoke well of David to Saul, reminding him that he had not sinned against him and had rather been of value to him. He had killed Goliath and been used of God to greatly deliver Israel (when it should have been Saul who had done this), causing Saul to have great joy. Finally, he urged Saul to not sin by shedding David’s innocent blood. The result was that Saul listened to him, vowed not to put David to death, and David was restored to his former position in the court and at the table of Saul. Even though Jonathan possibly had the most to gain from David’s death since he was in line for the throne, he is an excellent example of genuine love; we must actively pursue their good and become an advocate for them rather than passively letting them be treated unjustly. 

	2. Using 19:8-10 what occurred later and what did David do (v8)? What happened to Saul shortly thereafter (v9), to what did this lead (v9-10), and what resulted (v10)?  How do you think the war and Saul’s actions were related? 
	With David restored to his position he once again went out and fought the Philistines. This time he defeated them with “a great blow” so that they fled before him. This success probably resulted in more paranoia for Saul, and his fear offered a comfortable place for an evil spirit permitted by the Lord to come upon him (terrorizing or harassing him once again). As before this led to David playing his harp to give Saul some relief, but instead Saul used this as an opportunity to kill David; he hurled his spear at him, trying to pin him to the wall with it. David avoided the spear and escaped from Saul’s presence rather than hanging around and giving him another chance. 

	3. From 19:11-17 how did Saul try to kill David next (v11), who prevented it (v11) and how (v11-14)? How did Saul respond (v15) and what was the outcome (v16)? How did Michal defend herself (v17)? Was this right?  
	Since David had left the palace to avoid death, Saul sent men to his house to kill him when he went outdoors the next morning. Michal, his wife (and Saul’s daughter) found out about it and warned him to escape that night. She let him down through a window and then put her household idol (teraphim) in bed in David’s place, dressing it up to look like a person just in case someone wanted to glance in on him. The next morning when the men asked for him she told them that David was sick, but after the men reported this to Saul he told them to go and bring David back on his sick bed so he could kill him. They discovered the ruse as they entered David’s room and Saul demanded to know why his daughter had let David escape. She told him that her husband had threatened her with death if she didn’t help him so she simply saved her life. Michal thus lied to save her life, and while this was wrong, God used this deception to aid David’s escape. Her bigger problem was her idolatry; her household idol was clearly a violation of the 2nd commandment but she had probably inherited this practice from her father (1 Sam 15:23). She would later, by her own actions, lose her position in the kingdom just like her father. 

	4. In 1 Sam 19:18-24 where had David gone (v18) and how did Saul respond (v19-20) and what did God do to his messengers (v20, 21)? What did Saul do next and what happened (v22-24)? 
	David went to Samuel at Ramah, about three miles from his home, and told him about all of Saul’s murderous actions. They then went to Naioth and Saul heard about it. So, he sent messengers to take David into custody, but when they saw Samuel presiding over a company of prophets, they were overcome by the Spirit of God and they too began to prophesy, thus immobilizing them. After this occurred three times Saul himself decided to go. When he passed by the large well at Secu he found out that Samuel and David were still at Naioth, but even before he arrived the Spirit of God overcame him, he stripped himself naked, and prophesied. Each of these things were significant. First, the Spirit of God overcame Saul before he arrived, in contrast to the first three groups who only did this in the presence of the prophets and Samuel. This was clearly God’s way of saying that Saul was no match for Him. Secondly, Saul’s royal robe was stripped from him, again a symbolic message that his royalty had been removed. Finally, Saul prophesied the very Word of God that he was trying to overcome. God was totally in charge of this situation; Saul had no chance of carrying out his will. 

	II. Analyzing the Offense              (20:1-23)
	Key Idea: To successfully overcome the enemy we must analyze his strategy against us. 

	5. According to 20:1-9 where did David go next (v1)? Retell the dialogue between Jonathan and him (v1, 2, 3, 4) and what David’s solution was (v5-7).  What “teeth” did he put into this (v8) and how did Jonathan respond (v9)? 
	With Saul after him David fled from Naioth and went to Jonathan so he could find out what he had done wrong. Jonathan was sure that his father would have done nothing harmful to David, especially without telling him first, in view of his earlier promise (19:6). David, though, believed that Saul wouldn’t tell his son since he knew that he and David were best friends and that he would be grieved if he knew that he was trying to kill him. David then reaffirmed that there was hardly a step between him and death at the hands of Saul, so Jonathan agreed to do whatever David needed him to do. He felt Saul’s intentions could be uncovered by David being absent from the king’s table for a few days. Jonathan was to tell Saul that he had gone to his annual family “sacrifice” (gathering) at Bethlehem and if he responded “It is good”, then Saul did not intend to kill him; if he got angry, though, then he was going to kill him. David then asked Jonathan to be kind to him; if he had committed any iniquity he would rather Jonathan go ahead and kill him himself, rather than letting his father do this. Jonathan vehemently proclaimed David’s innocence and said that if he learned that his father had determined any evil against him he would tell him. 

	6. From 20:10-17 what did David want to know next (v10) and how did Jonathan answer (v11, 12)? How did he confirm this (v13) and what covenant did they make (v14-16)? Why (v17)? 
	David then wanted to know how he would find out Saul’s plans since he wouldn’t be there to hear his reaction to his absence. He and Jonathan decided to go out in the field to plan how communication would get to him. Jonathan told him that when he sounded out his father about this on the next or following day he would let him know. He confirmed this with a vow that if Saul meant David harm then Jonathan would take his punishment if he didn’t let him know. He further prayed that the Lord would be with David as He had been with his father. He then asked that David show him lovingkindness (meaning “covenant loyalty”) by not putting him to death when David became king. He also asked that he would treat his descendants the same way, even when the Lord cut off every enemy (including Saul) from David. David’s part in fulfilling the covenant was that if he didn’t do this the Lord would require him to pay at the hand of his enemies. Because of Jonathan’s great love for David (the feeling was mutual) he made him vow this again. 

	7. Looking at 20:18-23 what was their plan (v18, 19-20, 21)? What would signal safety (v21) and danger (v22)? What else was affirmed (v23)? 
	David and Jonathan’s plan was that after David was gone for three days that he was to go to the place where he had hidden himself the first time, remaining by the stone Ezel. On that day Jonathan would go to the field with his servant and shoot three arrows to the side of the stone, as if at a target. If he specifically told the servant to retrieve the arrows on his side of the stone then it would be safe for David to return. However, if he told him that the arrows were beyond him then it was time for David to run. Again, Jonathan affirmed that the covenant that he made would be in force since the Lord was the bond between them forever. 

	III. Affording Protection              (20:24-42)
	Key Idea: God uses our spiritual family to protect us from the attacks of the enemy. 

	8. Using 20:24-29 how did the plan go on the first day and what was Saul’s rationale (v24-26)? What occurred on the second (v27, 28-29)? 
	As David hid in the field the king and his court gathered at the table. On the first day of David’s absence Saul rationalized that he might have been accidentally unclean due to some activity and thus unable to participate in dinner. On the second day when David’s place was empty Saul asked Jonathan if he knew why David wasn’t there. He told his father that David had begged for permission to be absent for his annual family sacrifice at Bethlehem since his brother had commanded him to attend. Jonathan said that he had thus granted his request. 

	9. Based on 20:30-34 how did Saul react (v30) and why (v31)? What was Jonathan’s response (v32)? What did Saul then do (v33) and how did it affect Jonathan (v33-34)? 
	When Saul heard this his anger flared up against Jonathan and he cursed him as the son of a perverse, rebellious woman. He told him that in essence Jonathan was choosing David over himself as the next king, thus bringing shame to himself and to all who looked to him for honor (the meaning of “his mother’s nakedness”; she had born him and whatever honor he received reflected on her as his mother). He explained that if he allowed David to live then he would never be king; so he commanded Jonathan to bring him to Saul because he had to die. Jonathan protested, asking what he had done that he should be killed; with no rational answer Saul simply threw his spear at Jonathan as he had at David earlier. Knowing that Saul had decided to kill David he left the dinner table in fierce anger and didn’t eat food until the next day because of his grief over his father’s dishonoring of David. 

	10. In 20:35-42 what occurred the next morning (v35-36) and what did Jonathan signal to David (v37-40)? Describe the interchange between David and Jonathan then (v41-42)? What made these promises certain (v42)? Apply. 
	The next morning Jonathan and his servant went to the field where David was hiding. He told the lad to find the arrow which he shot and when he got to the stone he shouted, “Is not the arrow beyond you”, signaling to David that it wasn’t safe anymore. He then told the lad, who was unaware of his and David’s arrangement, to quickly retrieve the arrow; when he returned to Jonathan he told him to take his weapons back to the city. Then he and David met and as they did David fell on his face to the ground and bowed three times before Jonathan. They kissed and wept, but David the more. Jonathan told David to go in safety since they had sworn in the name of the Lord to care for each other and their descendants forever. The strength of their covenant was thus based on more than their feelings; it was based on the Lord’s will and presence. In the same way our fellowship with each other must be based on more than just whether we like one another; it must be based on the fact that our fellowship is with the Lord and that He is the One to whom we must answer if we fail to uphold our loyalty to one another. With the covenant reaffirmed David departed and Jonathan went back to Gibeah. Another important aspect of this entire story is that it shows the innocence of David in seeking the throne; he had been nothing but loyal to Saul and never tried to usurp his authority. He only protected himself from the sinful intentions of Saul. 

	11. Reflecting on 1 Sam 19-20 how was David protected from Saul (19:1-7, 10, 11-17, 18-24), who were his allies, and what does this show? How did David and Jonathan determine Saul’s intentions (v20:1-29) and what did they do about it (20:30-42)? Why is this good model for blending God’s sovereignty and our responsibility? 
	David was protected from Saul’s irrational, murderous intents by Saul’s two children – Jonathan, David’s friend and crown prince, and Michal, his wife. David also escaped on his own, but then God intervened directly as He used Samuel and His Spirit to overcome Saul and his men. The way he was protected shows that God was clearly on his side, as well as most everyone else except Saul. David and Jonathan allowed Saul’s own lack of self-control to reveal his intentions and then they made a covenant of loyalty to protect one another in the event that either one’s life was at stake. This covenant was reinforced by calling on the Lord to hold them accountable, showing how sincere they were in keeping this pact. This story provides a good example for us in carrying out God’s will. Even when God has shown us what His plan is for our lives (David becoming king and Saul being dethroned) we still must depend on the Lord, our wisdom and our friends to see His will come to pass. It is not more spiritual to passively do nothing and “wait” on the Lord, than it is to actively pursue God’s will, and wait by being obedient to His clear direction. As we act, though, we must remember that we do rely on God and that nothing will happen unless He brings it about. Then, He will receive the glory for it. 


