11-8-09 Notes - Matt 5:1-20; Mk 3:13-19; Luke 6:12-26 – The Ground Floor
The Big Idea: The “ground floor” basics of building the kingdom focus on relationships, internal growth, and standing tall in the face of opposition.

	I. A Support Team                     (Mk 3:13-19; Luke 6:12-19)
	Key Idea: Just as Jesus recruited a team for support in building the kingdom, so we must rely on others to carry out His work. 

	1. Read Luke 6:11-19. What is significant about the timing of Jesus’ choice of His disciples (v11) and the process He used to select them (v12-13)? What official name did they have (v13)?
	Jesus chose twelve disciples as His close associates to be with Him immediately after He had enraged the Jewish leaders to the point of wanting to eliminate Him. He knew that His time on the earth would end relatively quickly and it was time to train those who could continue to build the kingdom when He was gone. So, out of all the multitudes that followed Him, and also out of the more intense followers that had already attached themselves to Him, He chose twelve specifically. Because this was such an important selection Jesus went off to the mountain to pray all night, seeking His Father’s direction for the right ones; then, when day came He called all the disciples together and chose twelve as apostles. This word, “apostolos”, means “one sent forth” in the name of another. So, these twelve would be Jesus’ representatives, as if He were there Himself. 

	2. From Mark 3:13-19 what 3 things were these apostles to do (v14, 15) and why was each important? What impresses you about the ones He selected?
	The apostles were to do three things: 1) be with Him; 2) preach; and 3) have authority to cast out demons. It was important that they “be with” Him so they would learn how He did life and ministry simply by watching. Discipleship does not occur in the classroom; rather, it occurs as the followers picks up His leaders attitudes and way of life. Obviously Jesus needed others to go through the towns and villages to preach because, being human, He could only be in one place at a time. This shows the value of the Word – it must go forth for people to be saved. It says this in Rom 10:14-15 – “how shall they believe in Him in whom they have not heard, and how shall they hear without a preacher?” Disciples must carry the Word so that people can believe in Jesus. Finally, it was crucial that these apostles break open the kingdom of darkness that was enslaving those who needed to believe by casting out demons. They were given the authority of Jesus to do this, and this was a vital part of effectively communicating the Word. People don’t respond to that which they have not heard, but they also can’t respond if they are enslaved by the prince of the power of the air (Eph 2:1-2). Those that Jesus selected to do these three things were not famous, overly educated, or religious. They were mostly peasant Galileans, despised by the Jewish leaders and outcasts to many of the people. Yet they were chosen by Jesus to be the foundation of His church. 

	II. Seminal Teachings                      (Matt 5:1-10)
	Key Idea: The core principles of Jesus kingdom are dependence on God, a desire for righteousness, and integrity. 

	3. Overview Matt 5:1-10. What is the motivation Jesus offers to follow His teachings (v3, 4, 5, etc)? Who was His focus (v1-2) and why? In general what was to be their focus in helping build the kingdom?
	In order to teach the multitudes who were following Him Jesus had to go up a hill for all to hear. As He taught He offered the motivation of blessing or true happiness to those who embodied these eight character or behavioral traits called “beatitudes”. This word simply means “blessed”, and while it can be translated, “happy”, this is a far milder connotation that the word, “blessed”, implies. To be blessed is the result of a relationship with the One who blesses. God oversees our lives and when we follow His ways we are in the place of His blessing, or enrichment. Rather than merely “happy”, the word implies abundance. So, it might be better to say, “the truly rich are those who ______________”. As Jesus taught these things He focused on His disciples, although all got to hear. Each of these beatitudes dealt with a life that was available to anyone, regardless of their birth, social status, or abilities. These were inner traits or conditions that those who followed Jesus would possess. Also, they were generally the opposite of what the world would list as ways to be happy. Thus, the lowest of the lowly could be truly blessed and happy, which meant that even the highest one could be as well. 

	4. In Matt 5:3-5 what are the first 3 “beatitudes” and their meaning? What do these have in common? Why would one be “happy” or “blessed” if they had these traits?  
	The first three blessings were pronounced on those “poor” [in spirit], those who mourned, and on the “gentle”, or “meek”. These are all characteristics of humility. Those who realize they are poor are in the position to possess the kingdom of heaven. This is the real blessing, being in the spiritual kingdom of Jesus, the King, who possesses everything. However, to experience this blessing one must realize they are in poverty – spiritually speaking. All that we have of value must come from God. Also, those who mourn are in the position to be blessed because they are broken, and this attitude will allow them to be comforted by the only true source of comfort, God. Those who have real comfort for their hurts can truly be called “blessed”. Third, those who are meek “power under control” are those who have power but allow it to be controlled by God. Jesus lived His life this way, in submission to His Father’s authority. This is a state of blessing because God owns the earth and allows those who trust Him to inherit all He has. 

	5. Look at Matt 5:6. What characteristic is blessed in this verse and what does that look like in everyday life? What is the blessing?
	Those who hunger and thirst for righteousness are blessed because they will be filled. These are strong words, “hunger” and “thirst”. They imply more than just “it would be nice if…”, but depict a drive or compulsion for righteousness. This appetite is for “righteousness”, not knowledge or status, though. Later Jesus will tell us to seek first His kingdom and righteousness, and this is the same idea. Those who do this will be satisfied, but their satisfaction will come by progressing towards righteousness because that is what they pursue. The way we pursue this characteristic is through the spiritual disciplines – prayer, worship, meditation on the Word, accountability and community, journaling, confession, sharing the Word with others, giving, obedience, etc. – anything that sets up the environment for the Holy Spirit to move unhindered in our lives. He is the One who truly sanctifies us, or makes us practically righteous. 

	6. From Matt 5:7-9 what 3 further characteristics are named, what do they mean, and what blessing does each receive? Why is each necessary for building Christ’s kingdom?
	Those who are merciful – not giving people what they deserve, but what they need – will receive mercy themselves. Since we all sin, offending God and others at various times, we all we need mercy. Those who, therefore, adopt mercy as their standard will receive the same. Those who are pure in heart are those who act out of pure motives; they are not seeking selfish gain, recognition, or manipulating. They are simply trying to please God with integrity. These will see God because He is truth and any falseness in us will keep us from seeing Him. For those who are pure this is their desire, so this blesses them. The peacemakers are acting like God who is the ultimate Peacemaker. He doesn’t give “absence of conflict” peace, but “fullness of life” peace, the concept that “shalom”, the Hebrew word for “peace” implies. God sent His Son to obtain peace between us and Him, and to allow for peace between human beings. Both have been accomplished by the cross because it paid for sin which is the cause of all conflict and disunity. Christ’s kingdom will be built on the principles of mercy, purity and peace, principles that promote unity; any kingdom built on the opposite – judgment, duplicity, conflict – will disintegrate because it is built on principles that destroy relationships. 

	III. Standing Tall                             (Matt 5:10-20; Luke 6:20-26)
	Key Idea: We must allow the life of Christ to flow through us if we are to be effective in His kingdom, although it may cause persecution.

	7. Read Matt 5:10-12. What can be expected for Christ followers and why is this a blessing? How are they to respond to this and why (v10, 11-12)?  
	Persecution should be the expectation of Christ’s followers, but those who are treated this way are blessed because theirs in the kingdom of heaven. They can look forward to something greater than the mere approval of men in this life. The sooner we get the illusion destroyed that happiness in this life is the goal of our existence the better. We must also remember that the insults that are made toward us because of their hatred for Jesus, so this means that we have fully identified with Him. Furthermore, persecution has always occurred to those who live for God, like the prophets, so we can expect the same. We should rejoice because it evidences that we really have become Christ-like, and because it is storing up reward for us in heaven. 

	8. Compare Luke 6:20-26 with Matt 5:3-12. What is different about the two lists and what further teaching is presented about the “blessed” life (v24-26)? What is His point?
	In Luke Jesus simply says that the poor are blessed, not the poor “in spirit”, like Matthew’s account. Their blessing, though, is the same. Similarly, those who hunger, rather than those who hunger and thirst after righteousness, will be satisfied. Another difference is that those who weep will “laugh”, rather than be comforted. Finally, the persecution beatitude is essentially the same, which indicates that the meaning of the two beatitude lists is probably the same, but that Matthew just gives a fuller treatment. Luke is seeking to encourage those who face poverty, hunger, sadness and persecution by letting them know that they have a blessing from God and that they have reward awaiting them in the life to come. In many ways physical poverty, sadness, hunger and rejection lead to dependence on God, so the two lists are really not that different. Both lead the one seeking to live for God to view his condition as a good thing rather than a bad thing. This was in direct opposition to the Jewish leaders’ opinion that anything “bad” that happened in this life was a result of God’s disfavor (similar to the “health and wealth” gospel today). Jesus is laying that notion to rest. Jesus then turns the tables and points out that those who are rich in this life, well-fed, laughing, and approved by people of this world are the ones who have reason for concern because in living for this world they will have nothing left to be happy about in the age to come. We can’t make happiness alone in this life the goal of our existence; our goal must be to please God and then “all these things will be added to us”. 

	9. In Matt 5:13-16 what two metaphors are used to describe how Christ’s followers are to relate to the world (v13, 14-16) and what do they teach about how to live for Jesus?  
	Salt and light are the two metaphors Jesus used to compare to His followers. Salt is different from the food it goes into, but if it loses its distinctive flavor it is worth nothing. Salt also is a preservative, but again it must retain its “saltiness” to preserve. That means that if Christ’s followers become too much like the world they will have no value to them (or to Christ). Light must also act like light. The point of light is to dissipate darkness, but if it stays undercover it is pointless. Light is set in a place so that it will shed the maximum light; in the same way we must let our light “so” shine that men will see our good works. Our good works must simply emanate from who we are as Christ-followers. When that occurs people will glorify our Father in heaven when the darkness is driven out of their lives (but probably not before). In summary, then, we must embrace the fact that we are different and realize that it is that very difference that makes us valuable for the kingdom and for people. We must be who we are in Christ and not cover up the difference to be effective.  

	10. From Matt 5:17-20 what two things does Jesus emphasize (v17-18, 19-20)? Why would each have been surprising to His hearers and how should we apply these to our lives?
	Jesus emphasizes that He did not come to destroy the Law, but rather to fulfill it. Then, as support for this position He emphasizes the necessity of having a righteousness that surpasses even that of the scribes and Pharisees to be able to enter the kingdom of heaven. This shows that He is not anti-Law, of which He was accused; it also shows that the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees wasn’t enough. They had dumbed down the Law of Moses so that they could keep it, but they weren’t keeping the true meaning of the Law of Moses, as the rest of the Sermon on the Mount will show (“you have heard it said, but I say”…). Jesus’ hearers might have been surprised somewhat when He said He didn’t come to destroy the Law since He was outside the religious establishment. But they would certainly have been surprised to think that the Jewish leaders wouldn’t get in, or that they had to surpass their righteousness to enter themselves. It must have left them with a sense of despair if they really thought about this. Of course this is the function of the Law, to drive us to the cross. We must realize that God does intend for us to “be perfect as our Father in heaven is perfect”, but the only way for us to do that is in Christ. The laws of God are good when we keep them, but we can’t be righteous through them. Instead we can only be righteous through Christ, although Jesus doesn’t teach that at this point. That will be the message the Spirit give us clearly through Paul in Galatians and Romans specifically. 

	11. Review the eight beatitudes and how to apply them to your life. Why do you think this was Jesus’ first major teaching for His disciples?  
	Our inner attitudes are the most important aspects of our growth to work on, since these control all of our outward behaviors. They also function regardless of the circumstances that are going on around us. For that reason people with these characteristics and responses to life do stand out as different, and usually in a good way; thus they are salt and light in the world. The blessings of our walk with Christ fall on us when we recognize our need to depend on Him (poor in spirit), are broken (mourn), submit to His power (meek), are hungry for righteousness, are merciful, have integrity (pure), make peace in relationships, and joyful expect and accept persecution. These characteristics are the basic picture of a follower of Christ; therefore, He laid them out at the start of His training. 


