I Samuel 4-7-The Real Raider’s of the Lost Ark- Daily Study Questions
The Big Idea: God wants our hearts seeking Him in obedience, not our flesh seeking His gifts and symbols. 
	I. Misplaced Hope:                    (4:1-22)
	Key Idea: Our hope is in God, not in the things He gives.

	1. As you begin in 4:1-9, what had just happened in Samuel’s life (see 3:19-21)? Who did Israel go to battle against and what was the result? (v.1-2) What did the elders decide to do? (v.3) What didn’t they do? What was Israel‘s response to the Ark? The Philistines? (v.5-9) 
	Samuel had just been given the anointing of God to be His prophet in Israel. Interestingly, though, he is not mentioned again until 7:3. This is a symptom of the problem that is about to show itself in the people of Israel’s understanding of and attitude towards God. The Philistines attacked Israel near Ebenezer and killed four thousand men. The elder’s of Israel respond to this by deciding to send the Ark of the Covenant into battle with the Israelites. No attempt is made to find out God’s will (i.e., go to Samuel the prophet) or direction. The apparent assumption is that God will be there if the Ark is there. The people of Israel’s shout at the arrival of the Ark was so loud that it shook the earth and the Philistines are greatly frightened by this news. Israel was literally trying to manipulate God into fighting for them.

	2. In 4:10-18, what happened in this battle? (v.10) What else happened to make this worse? (v.11) Who else was affected by this tragedy? (v.12-16) How did he respond to the news? (v.17-18)  
	This time, the Philistines not only won but they killed almost ten times the number of Israelites, 30,000! On top of that, the Ark was captured by the Philistines and Eli’s sons, Hophni and Phinehas, were killed. These were the results of attempting manipulate Yahweh. Israel had done so by assuming that the Ark’s presence alone would insure God’s presence and victory in battle. Hophni and Phinehas had continually used their position as priests of God to receive what was not theirs to receive, manipulate women into sleeping with them, and otherwise abusing their position of authority before God. Our God will not be manipulated in any way. Eli was so overwhelmed by the death of his sons and, even more so, by the loss of the Ark that he fell over and broke his neck. What a terrible way to end your ministry and to be remembered!

	3. Finishing chapter 4 in v.19-22, what event was caused as a result of these tragedies? (v.19-20) What did she call her son? (v.21-22) Was she right? How would you apply this to your own life?
	Phinehas’ wife, after hearing the news of Israel’s defeat and the death of her husband, went into labor and gave birth to a son. The labor, however, would result in her death. As she was dying, she named the boy Ichabod, which means “the glory is gone.” She believed that the loss of the Ark was the loss of God’s glory for Israel. Although the loss of the Ark could be seen as symbolic of that loss of glory, Israel had lost His glory long before that through the pursuit of the idols and rituals of the Canaanite peoples around them. How often do we lose the presence of the Lord in our lives through wrong pursuits and do not notice until much, much later? Disobedience over a long period of time leads to a cold heart and a loss of relationship with our Father.  

	II. Manifestation of Presence: (5:1-7:2)
	Key Idea: God’s presence brings misery to the disobedient but joy to the obedient.    

	4. As you continue reading in 5:1-12, where did the Philistines first put the Ark? (v.1-2) What was the result? (v.3-5) How did the Philistines respond and what was the result? (v.6-12)
	The first location that the Philistines placed the Ark was in the temple of Dagon, the father of Baal, in the city of Ashdod. Whether the Philistines intended the Ark to be in subjection to Dagon or they just simply were adding it to their holy objects, God used the opportunity to make a fool of their so called “god.” The first night, the idol fell on its face before the Ark of the Covenant. Rather than understanding the significance of this, the Philistines simply stood the idol back up. So, the next night, God made the message clearer. Not only did the idol fall but the hands and head were broken off. The head would have symbolized the god’s authority and the hands its power. God’s message was very clear. Dagon was impotent before Him. Then the people of Ashdod and its surrounding towns were afflicted with mice and tumors, which some commentators suggest means hemorrhoids (ouch!). So the Ark was passed on from city to city, wreaking the same havoc each place it went, finally ending up in Ekron. This city cried out for deliverance and that the Ark be sent home to Israel.

	5. In 6:1-11, what decision did the priests and diviners of the Philistines make? (v.1-3) What offering did they make and why? (v.4-6) What test did they perform? (v.7-9) The result? (v.10-12)
	The priests and diviners of the Philistines decided to send the Ark back to Israel, but not to send it back alone. They understood that they had angered God and needed to offer a guilt offering (sad how often the world understands God better than His people do). This offering consisted of five golden tumors and golden mice representing the five lords of the Philistines. Ultimately, all of the following actions were for the purpose of discerning if God, Yahweh, was punishing them or not. Again, a pagan people are quicker to seek God for an answer than the people of Israel! The Philistines’ tests went against natural law. They made a new cart and placed the Ark and the guilt offerings inside it. Then they hitched two milk cows to the cart who were still nursing their calves. They put the calves in a pen and set the cows free with the cart. Against all natural instinct, the cows went straight to Bethshemesh, the closest Israelite town. God showed Himself to be bigger in all ways, yet again.   

	6. From 6:13-18, what was the response of the people when the Ark arrived? (v.13-15) Why is this response significant? What did the stone become to Israel? (v.17-18) 
	The people of Bethshemesh were harvesting wheat when the cows came into the fields of a man named Joshua. The people’s response was one of great joy that the Ark had been returned. When it came to a stop by a large stone in Joshua’s field, the people had Levites come and remove the Ark from the cart, along with the guilt offerings, setting them on the large stone. They then broke up the cart and sacrificed the cows as a whole burnt offering to the Lord. Apparently this was just the beginning because v. 15 indicates that many offerings and sacrifices were made that day. Some of the people at least had realized that God, not the Ark, was their source of hope. The large stone remained as a reminder of what God did for them there. We all need to be reminded of the things God has done for us so that we do not forget Who our Source is.

	7. Continuing in 6:19-7:2, what mistake did some of the men make? (v.19) What was the result and response? (v.20-21) How long did the Ark stay in Kiriath-jearim? (7:2) What was Israel’s response to this?
	Apparently some of the men of Bethshemesh chose to look inside the Ark, which was expressly forbidden in the Law of Moses. Some confusion remains among scholars as to how many actually died because some manuscripts have 50,000, others have 70, and some have both numbers side by side. What is clear is that God expects His holiness to be taken seriously, which these men did not do. The people of Bethshemesh reacted in fear and asked that the Ark be taken to Kiriath-jearim. The Ark was left there under the care of a man named Eleazar for twenty years. Israel mourned this for they felt the Lord had left them. How often do we blame God for the consequences of our bad choices?

	III. Moldable Hearts:                 (7:3-17)
	Key Idea: Repentance and seeking God’s face lead to victory in our lives.

	8. In 7:3-6, what did Samuel call for Israel to do? (v.3) What was their response? (v.4) What else did he call Israel to do? (v.5) How did Israel respond? (v.6) How does this apply to you?
	It is often forgotten that this is still the time of the judges and the people are still continually serving idols, doing what is right in their own eyes. After an apparent twenty year period has passed Samuel steps back into the picture. He calls for Israel to destroy the idols they have been worshipping and to “direct your hearts to the Lord and serve Him alone.” God wants total surrender to Him alone. Israel obeyed this call completely. Additionally, Samuel calls for the people to come to Mizpah and there he will pray to the Lord for them. Israel not only gathered to be prayed for but also made a drink offering and fasted, acknowledging their sin. This is a great example of the fact that repentance is a change of action not just confession of sin.

	9. From 7:7-11, how did the Philistines respond to this gathering? (v.7) What was Israel’s reaction? (v.8-9) How did God respond to Israel? (v.10-11) How was this different/better than their response under Eli? In your own life, what could you change in this way?
	The Philistines saw this gathering and prepared to attack Israel. The people they had been ruling over appeared to be rising up against them and so they were going to squelch any rebellion quickly. Finally, Israel’s response is correct. They cried out to God for help, through Samuel. Samuel interceded for them and God answered with thunder so loud that it confused and terrified the Philistines. They began to run and the Israelites them all the way to Beth car, killing Philistines all the way. The response was finally directed to the right source, God Himself, instead of the Ark, a gift given to them. In our own lives this can occur through reliance on a relationship, money, job, or any other gift God gives us. He may have given us that gift but we must seek Him for help always, never the gifts.

	10. As you end in 7:12-17, what did Samuel do in response to the victory? (v.12) What became true of the Philistines from that time on under Samuel? (v.13-14) What was Samuel’s official role in Israel? (v.15-17)
	Samuel set up a large stone in the place of the battle, naming it Ebenezer, literally “a stone of help,” to remind them all of God’s work there. We all need to have reminders established to keep our thoughts on the things God has done for us, especially when times get tough. From that time forward, the Lord’s hand was against the Philistines all of Samuel’s life. He took the role of judge over Israel and God blessed Israel through his life.

	11. Looking back, how do you put your hope in things that God gives instead of in Him alone? (4:1-22) How have you seen God’s presence bring misery in disobedience? Hope and peace in obedience? (5:1-7:2) Are there places you need to seek God’s face and repent in order to find victory in them? (7:3-17)

	The ways this happens are so many it is impossible to list them all. Some examples would be, God gives you a relationship that is a great blessing and then you start turning to them for help and comfort instead of God. He may give you a successful career and you begin to rely on that instead of looking to God for the needs you have. Anything that we go to before or instead of God has been placed above Him, anything. When we choose to walk in sin as a believer, the result is great misery. The Holy Spirit dwells in our heart and will hound us about unconfessed sin and unrepentant hearts until we either turn back or are crushed by it. However, obedience brings peace because we know we are where He wants us and His voice remains clear, undiluted by sinful choices. The only way to have continual victory in your life is to remain surrendered to His revealing work in your life. He will always be bringing new things before us we need to surrender and repent for. If we will be faithful to keep short accounts with Him, victory follows, in His time. 


