Genesis 33-36 Daily Study Questions
The Big Idea: When we try to gain our space our way it leads to fear and isolation, but when we choose to be obedient we settle in a place that is secure because God has led us. 
	I. Withdrawing from Others (33)
	Key Idea: Because of the pattern caused by the fear of others people often choose to isolate from others even after reconciling.

	1. Read Genesis 33:1-9. Describe Jacob and Esau’s meeting (v1-3, 4). What did Esau want to know (v5, 8) and how did Jacob answer (v5-7, 8)? What was Esau’s overall response (v4, 9)? Apply.
	Jacob was obviously afraid when he looked up to see Esau heading toward him with four hundred men. With this is in mind he divided his children between Leah and Rachel and their maids. He put the maids and their children in front, then Leah and her children next, and then Rachel and Joseph last. However, this time he went first and bowed down to Esau seven times as he drew near him. At that point Esau ran and embraced him and fell on his neck and kissed him – and they wept. Esau wanted to know who all the people were and Jacob told him that they were his children that God had given him. Next, Esau wanted to know what the meaning of all the other people and animals that he had encountered. Jacob responded that they were to help him find favor in Esau’s sight. However, Esau said he had plenty and that Jacob should keep his things. Overall, Esau’s response was extremely gracious and forgiving. This shows that oftentimes we worry about things that never occur; for this reason we should not worry about the future because the present has enough for us to deal with anyway (Matt 6:34). 

	2. From 33:10-20 what was Jacob’s focus with Esau (v10, 11)? What was Esau’s offer (v12, 15) and Jacob’s reaction (v13-14, 16-17)? Why? Where did Jacob settle (v18-19) and then do (v20)?
	Jacob’s focus with Esau was to make sure that there would be no retribution for his previous deception. He wanted Esau feel favorably towards him and to receive his gift; thus there would be tangible evidence that everything was good between them. Esau had apparently forgiven him and offered for Jacob to go with him as he departed. When Jacob declined because the journey had been long already, Esau offered to leave some of his men to guide him to his home at Seir. Again, Jacob declined his offer, asking only for Esau’s favor. At that point Jacob journeyed to Succoth, and then went on to Shechem. Over a twenty plus year period Jacob had seemingly come to trust no one, partly because of his deception, and partly because he had been deceived; so, he felt more comfortable with his own “space”. Once Jacob settled at Shechem he bought the piece of land where he camped for a hundred pieces of silver, and then he built an altar and named it “El-Elohe-Israel” (God, the God of Israel). 

	II. Warring with Enemies (34)
	Key Idea: When we fight with others we can expect to be isolated. 

	3. Using 34:1-7 what repulsive thing occurred (v2) and why (v1, 3)? What did Shechem ask (v4)? How did everyone react to this rape (v5, 6, 7)? 
	Dinah, Jacob’s afore-mentioned daughter, was raped by Shechem, the prince of the land of Shechem. He did this because when he saw her he was deeply attracted to her; so he perpetrated this act of violence on her. Dinah had been socializing with the Canaanite women rather than keeping separate from them, which had placed her in a vulnerable spot (although this was not her fault, but Shechem’s). Because of Shechem’s attraction he asked his father, Hamor, to get Dinah as a wife for him.  This was his reaction to the rape – he obviously saw nothing wrong; based on his father’s request for Dinah’s hand in marriage for his son, neither did he. Jacob kept quiet about it until his sons came in from the field, and when they heard about it they were all grieved and very angry that such a “disgraceful thing had occurred in Israel” (this phrase is used three times in the Old Testament and each time it refers to rape or perverted sexual sin). 

	4. From Gen 34:8-17 what was Hamor’s request (v8, 9) and offer (v10, 11-12)? How did Jacob’s sons respond (v13, 14-17)? How does this strike you? 
	In addition to asking for Dinah’s hand in marriage Hamor also requested that the Shechemites and Israelites intermarry. In return he offered for them to live in the land, trade in it, and acquire property in it. Shechem also offered to pay whatever price the Israelites asked in return for Dinah’s hand. Jacob’s sons answered deceitfully, acting as if they felt good about this proposal, when in reality they planned on destroying the Shechemites because of Shechem’s rape of their sister. They said that they could not give their sister to an uncircumcised tribe, so they said that if they would all submit to this rite that they would intermarry and allow Dinah to marry Shechem. That they would respond with deceit was not surprising since their father Jacob was a deceiver – even though God was moving him beyond that. At this point he had become fairly passive, though, so he said nothing about their plan. 

	5. In 34:18-30 why was Hamor able to get the men to agree to circumcision (v18-19, 20-21, 22-23)? What happened when they did (v24, 25-26, 27-29, 31) and how did Jacob react (v30)?
	Hamor and Shechem thought they had outsmarted the Israelites. They thought that their livestock, property and animals would all become theirs if they intermarried because they would become one big mixed tribe. Furthermore, Shechem was the most respected man in the land and it was his request – so the men all went along with the proposal that they be circumcised in exchange for Shechem’s right to marry Dinah. On the third day after the circumcision they were in immobilizing pain and Simeon and Levi took advantage of this. They went in to the city secretly and killed every male with the sword, including Hamor and Shechem, and took Dinah back with them. Then, all of Jacob’s sons went in and looted the city, taking all their flocks, herds and donkeys and everything they could from their fields. They even took their little children, wives, and wealth from their houses. When Jacob heard about this he told Simeon and Levi that they had brought trouble on him by making him “odious” among all the inhabitants of Canaan, fearing that they would all unite and defeat his small army. Then, he would be destroyed. All of his sons, though, felt justified in doing this because something had to be done about the defilement of their sister. 

	III. Walking with God (35-36)
	Key Idea: When we choose to obey God He gives us our space with security. 

	6.  Looking at 35:1-8 what did God tell Jacob (v1) and how did he respond (v2-4, 6-7)? Apply. How did God protect them (v5) and what else happened there (v8)? 
	God told Jacob to go back to Bethel after the Shechem incident and make an altar there to Him, the One who had appeared to him after he fled from Esau. This would have been the obvious place for him to have gone after his meeting with Esau, but maybe he was putting it off for some reason. Jacob immediately told his household to put away all their foreign gods among them, to purify themselves, and change their garments, and to arise and go up to Bethel with him. He also let them know that he would build an altar to Him there because He had answered him in his day of distress and had been with him wherever he had gone. They did what he asked and they took off all the rings (probably of religious significance) in their ears and they buried these, along with their idols, under the oak near Shechem. As they journeyed God protected them by placing a great terror and fear of them on all the cities around them so that they did not pursue them. When they arrived at Bethel Jacob built the altar as commanded and called the place El-Bethel, the God of Bethel, because God had revealed Himself there to Jacob. At that point Deborah, Rebekah’s nurse, died and was buried at Bethel. 

	7. Read 35:9-15. What did God then do at Bethel (v9, 10, 11-12, 13) and what was Jacob’s response (v14-15)? Why do you think he did?
	When Jacob built the altar God appeared to him again and blessed him. He said to him that his name would no longer be Jacob, but, just as the angel had told him, Israel would now be his name. He called him Israel and told him to be fruitful and multiply; He said that a nation and company of nations would come from him, that kings would come from him, and that the land He had given to Abraham and Isaac, He now would give to Israel and to his descendants after him. When God left Jacob set up a pillar in that place, poured a libation over it, and again named it Bethel. He probably did this so he would not forget God’s blessings on his life every time he passed that way.

	8. Using 35:16-22a what occurred after Bethel (v16-17, 18-19) and what was the son’s name (v18)? What did Jacob do then (v20, 21) and what disgraceful thing happened (v22)? 
	After they left Bethel – Jacob wasn’t supposed to stay there, just finish his vow to God there - they were on their way to Ephrath (near Bethlehem) when Rachel went into severe labor. Sadly, she died giving birth to Benjamin (Jacob’s name for him, “the son of my right hand”; “Ben-oni” was Rachel’s name, meaning “son of my sorrow”). They then buried her on the way to Ephrath and Jacob set up a pillar over her grave. Finally, Israel journeyed to just beyond the tower of Eder (near Bethlehem in Roman times) and pitched his tent there. While they were living in that land Reuben, Israel’s firstborn, lay with Bilhah, his father’s concubine. This would be somewhat similar to sleeping with one’s step-mother today, which would be disgraceful in and of itself. However, this was worse than that, because Bilhah was the mother was the mother of Dan and Naphtali, Reuben’s half-brothers. This would lead to the forfeiture of his rights as firstborn, with Joseph assuming them in his place (In Gen 48-49 Joseph’s two sons, Ephraim and Manasseh, each receive blessings, thus giving Joseph the double portion the firstborn son receives.)

	9. From 35:22b-29. List the twelve sons of Jacob by mothers (v23, 24, 25, 26). Where did Jacob go next (v27) and what occurred (v28-29)? How old was Isaac when he died (v28)? 
	The sons of Israel were six by Leah: Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Judah, Issachar, and Zebulun; two by Rachel, Joseph and Benjamin; two by Rachel’s maid, Bilhah, Dan and Naphtali, and finally, two by Zilpah, Leah’s maid, Gad and Asher, twelve in all. Jacob then went to his father, Isaac, in Mamre (in the region of Hebron) where Abraham and Isaac had lived for a while. Isaac then died at the age of one hundred and eighty years, at least twenty plus years since he had attempted to bless Esau because he thought he was on the verge of death. 

	10. In 36:1-43 whose descendants are listed (v1)? Who were his wives (v2-3), where did eventually live, and why (v6-8)? What did Edom have before Israel (v31)? 
	In Genesis 36 the descendants of Esau are listed because it shows more of the blessing of Abraham, as well as the blessing of Isaac. God had promised both of them that kings would come from them, and here in this chapter we see that kings reigned in the land of Edom a long time before any king reigned in Israel. This chapter “ties up the loose ends” of Isaac’s family, as well as showing the origin of the nation of Edom who would eventually become Israel’s lifelong enemy. Esau (who is also Edom, v8) had three Canaanite wives; Adah, a Hittite woman, Oholibamah, a Hivite woman, and Basemath, an Ishmaelite woman. He eventually settled in a land away from Jacob (Edom, in the hill country of Seir) because his possessions were too numerous for the land of Canaan to sustain both of them. 

	11. Review the traumatic events in these chapters (33:1-17; 34:1-2, 18-34; 35:5-8, 16-21, 22, 28-29; 33:6-8). How does Jacob react and where do you see his growth (35:1-15)?  
	In these chapters Jacob and Esau finally have their encounter after twenty years; Jacob reacts in fear while Esau graciously receives him. Because of Jacob’s pattern of fear he chooses to live in isolation from his brother. After this Jacob’s daughter, Dinah, gets raped and his two sons, Simeon and Levi, kill all the men in Shechem and steal all they have, including wives and kids. This forced Jacob to run from others again; but this time God has a better plan. He tells Jacob to come back to Bethel as he had vowed, and when he does God blesses him and promises him anew the land of Canaan as his “space”. When Jacob walked in obedience to the Lord, fulfilling his vow, he was able to have his “space” with security and he settled down near Bethlehem. Then, God moved Esau to another place and Jacob was able to have the land to himself (other than the Canaanites who were there). In these chapters Deborah, Rebekah’s nurse, dies, and Rachel, his beloved wife, dies giving birth to Benjamin; Jacob then affirms his future by calling him the “son of my right hand”. After Rachel’s death his firstborn, Reuben, lays with her maid, Bilhah, bringing disgrace upon him, and later Isaac dies at the age of 180. Jacob and Esau unite for one last time to bury him. Jacob appears to have come to the place where he trusts God and is able to leave his deception behind, although it took a lot of pain for it to happen. 


