Blank Questions – Matt 8:5-13, 11:11-14; Luke 7 – When Necessary Use Words

The Big Idea: Jesus preached the good news by His lifestyle and His power to change lives, not just through convincing arguments. 
	I. Examples of Jesus’ Power (Luke 7:1-17; Matt 8:5-13)
	Key Idea: Jesus’ healings by His word show the power of His Father that flowed through Him. 

	1. Look at Luke 7:1-10. What request was made of Jesus, by whom, and why (v2-5)? What did the centurion say to Jesus (v6-7) and why (v8)? What principle does his answer reveal? Apply. 
	A Roman centurion who was obviously respected by the Jews had a slave about to die. He regarded this slave highly, so he asked the Jewish leaders to enlist Jesus’ aid to heal him. The Jewish elders told Jesus that this centurion was a worthy recipient of this request, so Jesus started on His way to him. However, when the centurion heard of this he sent friends to intercept Jesus, telling Him that he was not worthy for Jesus to come under His roof (a direct contrast to the Jewish request of Jesus). This man believed that all Jesus had to do was say the word and his slave would be healed since He was a man with authority. The centurion’s power was in his word since he was under delegated authority, so he understood that Jesus’ power was in His delegated authority. Because the power over both of them – Rome in the case of the centurion, the Father God in the case of Jesus – could accomplish whatever they said, the centurion knew that all Jesus had to do was say the word and it would be done. The principle revealed here is that faith is based on someone’s word, but this word must be backed up with the power to accomplish it. So, we must be under authority to be effective in our authority over others. Everyone’s power is directly proportionate to the power over them and their ability to be under their authority. 

	2. Compare Matt 8:5-13 with Luke 7:1-10. How did Jesus respond to the centurion (v10-13)? What made his faith so great?
	Jesus declared that this man had greater faith than anyone in Israel that He had encountered. The reason his faith was so great was that it was in the word of Jesus, not in the outworking of His power. The centurion didn’t demand a sign, he simply believed that Jesus’ word would accomplish what He said. This is real trust, when we believe that what someone says they will do will actually come about. Unfortunately, many of the Jewish “sons of the kingdom” would be cast into outer darkness (judgment away from God) because they lacked faith in Jesus. Many Gentiles, though, would recline at table (fellowship) with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob because they had faith like this Gentile centurion. This shows that anyone can be in God’s kingdom as long as they have faith in Jesus. It is available to all. 

	3. Using Luke 7:11-17 what did Jesus encounter (v11-12) and what did He do (v14-15)? Why (v13)? What was the result of His actions (v16-17)? 
	After healing the slave Jesus went to Nain with His disciples and a large multitude. As He neared the city gate a dead man was being carried out who was the only son of a widow. Because Jesus was moved with compassion when He saw the widow, He told her not to weep. He then touched the coffin, which would have made Him unclean, and told the young man to arise. When He spoke this word the dead man sat up and began to speak and Jesus gave him back to his mother. The result of Jesus’ miracle (the first of three recorded resurrections) was that the fear of God gripped them all and they began glorifying Him because a great prophet had arisen among them. This meant that God had again “visited His people”. Thus, the report of this went out all over Judea and the surrounding district. 

	II. Encouragement for a Prophet (Luke 7:18-35; Matt 11:11-14)
	Key Idea: God gives even the faithful encouragement when their faith in Jesus is waning. 

	4. In Luke 7:18-23 what did John want to know (v18-20) and what did this mean? In what 2 ways did Jesus respond (v21, 22-23)? Why was this significant (see Isaiah 35)?
	John wanted to know if Jesus was the “Coming One”, the One prophesied as the Messiah, or if they should be looking for someone else. This implies that John did not think that Jesus was acting as he thought the Messiah would act. So, Jesus answered by acting first to do the things that had been prophesied of the Messiah. These were curing diseases and afflictions, casting out demons, and restoring blindness, all things prophesied in Isaiah 35 and 61 of the Messiah. Secondly, He told John’s disciples to report back what they had seen, and then declared, “Blessed is he who keeps from stumbling over Me” (probably a reference to Is 8:13-15). This shows that even a righteous man like John could be confused about Jesus because of his preconceived notions about how He would act. 

	5. Read Luke 7:24-28. What was Jesus trying to get the multitudes to see about John and his relation to the kingdom (v24-26, 27, 28)? What did John’s identity reveal about Jesus?
	Jesus wanted the multitudes to understand the reason that they had been attracted to John – not because he was an “attraction”, but because he was a prophet. Even more, he was the prophet that signaled to everyone that God was doing something special, that he was the forerunner of the Messiah. Thus, Jesus wanted the people to pursue this thought so they could see that He was the fulfillment of John’s message. That’s why He told them that the least in the kingdom of heaven was greater than John – John was just the forerunner, but Jesus brought in the heavenly kingdom (as opposed to just the renewed Jewish kingdom). Jesus said this to keep people from getting stuck with John, and then to get them to move forward with Him since He brought in the greater kingdom, the kingdom of heaven. John’s identity therefore revealed that Jesus was the Messiah. 

	6. From Luke 7:29-35 what was the people’s (v29) and Pharisees’ (v30) response to Jesus’ teaching? What was Jesus’ description of the Pharisees (v31-32, 33-34) and the proof (v35)?
	The people’s response to this was to acknowledge God’s justice as evidenced by the baptism of repentance that they had received from John. They had accepted who John was and that they needed to repent. However, the Jewish leaders had not accepted John’s baptism because they did not see their need for repentance. Jesus’ assessment of the Pharisees was that they didn’t admit what they really wanted. Like children who say they want to dance, but will not when the music is played, but also will not mourn when a funeral dirge is played, so the Jewish leaders didn’t conform to either John’s teaching or Jesus’ teaching. They said that they wanted someone who would lead them to fast and mourn over their sin, but when John came along and did this they rejected him as having a demon. Then, when Jesus arrived eating and drinking – celebrating rather than mourning – they criticized and rejected Him, too. Their problem was with themselves; they didn’t want to submit to anyone else (including God), but wanted to retain control over everyone and everything. The fruit of their lives, though, would show that they were wrong; if they had true wisdom that would have shown itself. The reality is that they were foolish and would receive the consequences of their rejection of Jesus and God’s ways. 

	7. Look at Matt 11:11-14. How do people try to get into the kingdom (v12) and is this good or bad? What does Jesus mean that John was the “Elijah who was to come” (see Mal 4:4-6)?
	People try to violently force their way into the kingdom. There are many interpretations of this verse, some implying that this is a good thing. However, in the scripture violence is never considered good, but an outworking of sinful tendencies. It is better to see this as a negative, that people are trying to force their way into the heavenly kingdom their own way, unwilling to submit to God’s plan. The Jewish leaders did this very thing; they rejected Jesus and wanted to substitute their interpretation of the Law for the true righteous-ness that God called for. They needed to repent, which was the message that the coming “Elijah” of Mal 4 had been prophesied to give. Thus, John was the Elijah who would come before the Messiah to pave the way for him by the repentance of people’s hearts. Jesus clearly shows that John was not Elijah reincarnate, but rather a fulfillment of the prophecy that an “Elijah-like” person would come before the Messiah, calling for repentance as Elijah did of Israel in the days of Ahab. 

	III. Encounter with a Pharisee (Luke 7:36-50)
	Key Idea: The depth of our love for Jesus is linked to our understanding of how much we have been forgiven. 

	8. Using Luke 7:36-39 where did Jesus go and why (v36)? What occurred (v37-38) and how did the Pharisee react (v39)? Why?
	Jesus went to dine at the house of a Pharisee because He was invited. He probably knew it was disingenuous, but He came for all, even the rejecting Jewish leaders. As Jesus was “reclining at table”, leaning with one elbow on the floor and eating with the other hand as was the custom of that day, a “sinner” woman (probably a prostitute) came to Jesus with an alabaster vial of perfume when she heard He was there. As she stood behind Him at His feet weeping, her tears wet His feet. So, she began to wipe His feet with her hair, kissed them, and anointed His head with the perfume. Seeing this, the Pharisee (Simon) said to himself that if Jesus were a prophet He would know that this woman was a sinner and wouldn’t let her “uncleanness” touch Him. This shows that Simon’s motives in inviting Jesus were not pure; he had a bias against Jesus, that He really wasn’t a prophet (the most he was willing to accept about His identity), and this simply proved it. As humans we look for evidence of our beliefs, rather than letting the evidence form our beliefs; Simon was no exception. 

	9. Summarize Jesus’ story (v40-42) in Luke 7:40-47. Who did the moneylender and debtors in the story represent? How had Simon and the woman treated Jesus differently and why (v44-46) and why (v47)? 
	Jesus knew what Simon was thinking, so He told a story to help him with his perspective. The story had a moneylender who had loaned money to two people; one had a debt of 500 denarii (500 days wages), and one a debt of 50 denarii (50 days wages). They were both unable to pay so he forgave them both. Jesus then asked Simon which one he thought loved the lender the most, to which Simon answered the one he forgave the most. Jesus then compared this to real life: Jesus was the moneylender who offered to forgive a debt, while Simon and the woman were the debtors - although Simon didn’t see that he had a debt to forgive. Jesus, by comparing the way Simon had treated Him with the woman’s treatment of Him, then revealed what was happening in both of their hearts. Simon had not shown Jesus even the normal middle eastern hospitality; he had not washed His feet when He entered, had not kissed Him on the cheek, and had not anointed His head with oil. The woman, by contrast, had not only washed His feet, but had done so with tears, drying them off with her hair. She had not kissed His cheek, but kissed His feet. She had not anointed His head with oil, but with costly perfume. Her love was extravagant because of her brokenness over her sin, and the forgiveness she had received from Jesus (He put it in the past tense when He said, “your sins have been forgiven”). Simon, though, had no love for Jesus because he had received no forgiveness, since he had no sin that had indebted him to God. He stood self-justified and thus unforgiven before God, leaving him unable to love God (or Jesus, God’s Son). Jesus’ analysis revealed two things. First, the principle He laid down is that the way to love Jesus more intensely is to understand my sinfulness and His forgiveness more clearly. Secondly, Jesus was revealing to Simon that He is the Son of God because He was the One who forgives sins and the One to which all our indebted because of their sin.  

	10. In Luke 7:48-50 what did Jesus declare to the woman (v48) and why was this important? What did this cause (v49-50)? 
	Jesus declared to the woman that her sins had been forgiven, indicating that they had an earlier encounter in which Jesus had granted this forgiveness. His statement to her was a confirmation that she really had been forgiven, and her actions showed this to be true. This statement also revealed His identity, as the One who forgives sins, which God alone can do. The people at the table understood this, asking who this “man” was who even forgave sins. Jesus was more concerned with the woman than declaring who He was, though, because He finished the encounter by telling the woman to go in peace because her faith had saved her. This was a command and an instruction – she was to stop doubting her forgiveness, and she was to continue to walk in faith in Jesus as the One who does indeed forgive sins and restore lives. 

	11. Review how Jesus showed His power in this study and who it affected. How did Jesus present the gospel to the ones healed, John the Baptist, the Pharisees, and woman? How did each one respond and why?
	Jesus healed a centurion’s slave from a distance and resurrected a widow’s son because of His compassion. He also showed His power to the disciples of John and to John indirectly, as He fulfilled the signs of the Messiah. Finally, He showed His power to the sinful woman as He confirmed His forgiveness of her sins. Jesus thus presented the “good news” (gospel) by His actions, not just His words. He willingly healed a Roman centurion’s slave, at the request of some Jewish elders, healed a widow’s son because of His compassion, reconfirmed His identity to John by performing signs, sought to reach Simon the Pharisee by accepting his dinner invitation, and “preached the gospel” to the sinful woman by allowing her to intimately worship Him. Those who let their barriers of pride down were able to glimpse His identity as the Son of God, but those who refused to submit to Him as God were unable to experience the powerful restoration He offered. To accept Jesus as God means to submit to Him, giving Him complete control. That will not happen as long as our pride and control are in the way. 



