Lesson Notes for Acts 18:22-19:41 – Not for the Faint of Heart

The Big Idea: We will face opposition and problems as we stand for Christ, but if we patiently endure we will overcome them. 

	I. Preparation for Overcoming Opposition (18:22-19:7)
	Key Idea: When the Word of God is taught accurately it prepares those who believe to be able to overcome opposition. 

	1. Read Acts 18:22-23. Where was Paul’s base of operations (v22)? Where did he go next and why (v23)? How do you think he “strengthened all the disciples”? 
	As Paul completed his second journey who landed at Caesarea and went “up” to the church – which is probably a reference to Jerusalem – to report all that had occurred. Then, he went down to Antioch, which was “home base” for him. He then departed on his third journey after spending some time there, going back through the Galatian and Phrygian regions. As he did he stopped at the various churches and strengthened (from “sterizo”, meaning to make firm) the disciples, not only by preaching and teaching the Word, but also by simply spending time with them and encouraging them on a personal level. The Word gives the foundation but the personal relationship provides inspiration. 

	2. From 18:24-28 who went to Ephesus (v24), what was he like (v24, 25), and what was he doing (v25, 26)? Who worked with him (v26), who else encouraged him (v27), and what were the results (v27-28)?
	Apollos, who was an Alexandrian Jew, went to Ephesus before Paul arrived. He was not yet a Christian, but was a follower of John the Baptist, was “mighty” (from “dunatos”, powerful like dynamite) in the Scriptures, eloquent, instructed in the way of the Lord via John the Baptist, teaching His Word accurately, and was fervent in spirit. He was passionately teaching the word of the Lord to them, but his understanding was incomplete because all he knew about was John’s message of repentance from sins. The baptism of Jesus (the Holy Spirit and fire) also brought the daily solution for the sin problem, that of the Holy Spirit. When Priscilla and Aquila heard him speak boldly in the synagogue they took him aside and explained the way of God more accurately, presumably teaching him about the Holy Spirit as the presence and power of God in our lives. He then wanted to go across to Achaia and was encouraged by the brethren, writing to the disciples there to welcome him. When he arrived he helped greatly those who had believed through grace, powerfully refuting the Jews in public as he demonstrated that Jesus was the Christ. We have similar experiences today when those who are well-versed in the Scriptures and the evidences for the Christian faith take a stand against the enemies of Christ – we are similarly encouraged because they have demonstrated the validity of our beliefs.  

	3. Using 19:1-7 who went to Ephesus after Apollos and who did he encounter (v1)? Describe them (v2, 3) and explain what Paul told them (v4). What resulted (v5-7) and what did this indicate? 
	Paul followed Apollos, who had gone to Corinth in Achaia, into Ephesus as he returned after his brief stop on the second missionary journey. There Paul encountered some disciples of John the Baptist and asked them if they received the Holy Spirit when they believed. This was his way of discovering whether they were believers in Jesus and truly saved, or had only been prepared by the teachings of John to receive Jesus as their Lord. When they told him that they had not even heard if there was a Holy Spirit he asked into what teaching, or baptism, then, they had been baptized, and they told him John’s. He explained to them that John taught repentance and to believe in Him who was coming after him, namely Jesus. When they heard this they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus and when Paul laid his hands on them the Holy Spirit came upon them, as seen by the fact that they began speaking in tongues and prophesying. Luke notes that there were twelve of them, which may have been seen as a significant parallel to the twelve apostles. If so this event signals the end of John’s preparatory ministry, just as Pentecost signaled the end of God’s exclusive working with the Jews, and the conversions at Samaria and with the Gentile, Cornelius, signaled that Jesus was for the entire world. After this event there are no more instances of speaking in tongues in Acts; so this one, like the other three, signaled a transition from the former salvation approach which focused on the Jews to the new approach which focused on Jesus as the way of salvation for the world. The outward manifestation of the Spirit confirmed the reality of this transition. 

	II. Process of Overcoming Opposition (19:8-22)
	Key Idea: We overcome opposition by faithfully and boldly teaching the Word to those who will respond to it. 

	4. In Acts 19:8-10 what did Paul do for the next 3 months (v8)? What occurred and how did Paul respond (v9)? How long did he do this (v10) and what was the outcome (v10)? Apply. 
	Paul taught in the synagogue in Ephesus for three months. This was an unusually long time considering the response Paul had received from the Jews in other places. In addition once he turned from the Jews when they finally began to harden their hearts against the truth he preached for two more years in Ephesus after setting up a new base of operations in the school of Tyrannus. This was significant because Ephesus was considered one of the great cities of the ancient world with the temple of Artemis being viewed as one the seven wonders of the world in that day, greater than even the Parthenon in Athens. Paul’s stay in Ephesus for at least two years and three months comprises most of his third journey, showing its importance. He began by reasoning and persuading the Jews in the synagogue, but when they became hardened and disobedient, they began to speak evil of “the Way” so he withdrew with the disciples who had believed and taught for the next two years. The result was that all who lived in Asia heard the word of the Lord, both Jews and Greeks. Thus, although God had forbidden him to speak earlier in Asia (Acts 16:6) He planned that all Asia would hear His Word at the appropriate time. This shows us that just because God says “No” at a particular time doesn’t mean that it will be “No” forever; therefore, we must keep asking as God leads so that we can respond when the timing is right. Another application from this story is that we must not be too discouraged when people stop responding; their response is between them and God. We must simply continue to share the Word and leave the results to God, moving on when He leads us.  

	5. Based on 19:11-17 how was God using Paul (v11-12) and who was trying to imitate him (v13-14)? How did it work out (v15-16)? What was the ultimate result (v17)? 
	While Paul was in Ephesus He was performing “extraordinary” miracles through him. This probably means that they had powerful effects, even more than the usual miracles. In this case handkerchiefs and aprons were carried from his body to the sick and they were being cured, and evil spirits were going out of them. Ephesus was a hotbed of superstition and magic especially since Artemis worship was so intense there. In fact there were Jewish exorcists there who went various places that were trying to cast out demons by naming Jesus’ name over them as Paul did. Seven sons of Sceva, a Jewish chief priest, were among those who did this and when they did the evil spirit answered them. He said, “I recognize Jesus, and I know about Paul, but who are you?” At this the man who had the evil spirit jumped on them and subdued them all so that fled the house naked and wounded. This event became widely known in Ephesus, causing fear to fall on them and the name of the Lord Jesus to be magnified. 

	6. Read 19:17-20. In what practices were the Ephesians engaged (v19) and how did they “repent” (v18, 19)? Why do you think they did (v17)? What was the overall outcome (v20)? 
	The Ephesians were involved in magic, apparently using books of magic to direct their spells and incantations. They repented of this in a twofold way; first, they confessed these sins and then they actually burned the books which were very valuable. In fact the aggregate value of these books was fifty thousand pieces of silver, equivalent to as much as several million dollars. They did this because they realized that God’s power was greater than demonic power; this was no “magic” that was being performed but an actual encounter between supernatural powers, with God’s power being the greatest. Thus, the word of God was growing mightily and prevailing against all opposition.  

	7. According to 19:21-22 where did Paul want to go in the short-term (v21, see Rom 15:25-27; 1 Cor 16:1-9) and long-term (v21)? Who did he enlist (v22) and how did this help his ministry (v22)? 
	At this point Paul purposed in his spirit to go to Jerusalem after he had passed through Macedonia and Achaia, and then eventually to go to Rome. Therefore, he sent Timothy and Erastus ahead of him while he stayed in Asia (Ephesus) a little longer since a door was wide open for him there and there were many adversaries. His plan was to collect money from the Gentile churches for the poor saints in Jerusalem, so he sent these two ahead to encourage the church to begin the collection weekly so they wouldn’t be embarrassed by their lack of preparation when he got there (see 1 Cor 16:1-4). This was done well by these churches so that he was able to make a significant contribution to the Jewish believers that came from these Gentile churches in Macedonia and Achaia. 

	Problems from Overcoming Opposition (19:23-41)
	Key Idea: We must patiently work through the problems we encounter, knowing that God will take care of us if we are faithful. 

	8. Using 19:23-27 what occurred in Ephesus (v23) and who spearheaded it (v24)? What did he identify as the two problems (v25-26, 27)? Which of these probably bothered him most and how can we relate to this? 
	In Ephesus the business of making small shrines to Artemis was in trouble because of the inroads Christianity was making through Paul. Demetrius, a silversmith who was made these idols, gathered others who worked in this and related businesses to take action against this. He reminded them that Paul had persuaded a considerable number of people that Artemis and other such gods were not truly God. So, their business was in danger of falling into disrepute and ultimately failure. He then added that their claim to fame, Artemis, would also be regarded as worthless. This was significant since Ephesus was the guardian of Artemis because supposedly she had “fallen from the sky” at some point in the past, and they were responsible for guarding this image. This “image” was a meteorite that represented Artemis to them and resembled a woman with many breasts, a grotesque image that was superstitiously venerated by the Ephesians as a goddess. As important as this part of the problem was, more than likely the economic hardship was the precipitating factor that led to action by these silversmiths. Thus, when they heard Demetrius’ speech they were filled with rage and began to shout, “Great is Artemis of the Ephesians”. 

	9. From 19:28-34 how did the city react and the outcome (v28-29)? What was Paul’s desire and what stopped him (v30-31)? What occurred next (v32-34) and what does this show?
	The city was filled with confusion when they heard this loud chant and with one accord they dragged Paul’s traveling companions, Gaius and Aristarchus, into the theater. When Paul saw this he wanted to go in there as well, probably to stand up for his friends and to present the gospel before such a large crowd. Those with him had to repeatedly urge him not to do this because of the danger to which he would expose himself. Interestingly the majority of the people didn’t even know why they had assembled because there were various things being shouted. The Jews had Alexander stand up to represent them, probably so the crowd wouldn’t think that they were aligning themselves with Paul who, although being a Jew, was different from them as a Christian. When the crowd, though, saw Alexander they concluded that he, as a Jew, was the culprit; so they began to chant “Great is Artemis of the Ephesians” again. This shows that there was great antipathy and suspicion of the Jews by this culture and that they couldn’t distinguish between Christianity and Judaism. They assumed that they were both branches of the same religion which they opposed. 

	10. In 19:35-41 what “undeniable facts” did the town clerk use to calm things down (v35-36)? Why is this ironic considering their rejection of the gospel? What solution did he suggest (v38, 39) and why (v37, 40-41)?  
	The town clerk was able to quiet the crowd and reminded them that everyone knew two undeniable facts – that Ephesus was the guardian of the temple of the great Artemis and of the image that fell from heaven. This was ironic because their rejection of Christianity hinged on denying such miracles as the resurrection, but they based their purpose as a city on the “fact” of the existence of Artemis because a meteor had fallen from the sky. Her existence wasn’t nearly as verifiable as that of Jesus and His resurrection. It really shows that all are religious and the only difference is which “god” each will trust. Having said this he then told them to do nothing rash since these “facts” wouldn’t change and the men who had been presented were neither robbers of the temple nor blasphemers of Artemis. The dispute that Demetrius and his silversmith guild had with them had nothing to do with the city of Ephesus, so his solution was for them to take those charges before a court in a lawful assembly so the city wouldn’t be condemned by the government for a riot. Having said that he dismissed the assembly. 

	11. Review Acts 18:23-19. What “problems” did the missionaries face (18:24-26, 19:1-3, 9, 13-16, 18-19, 23-36) and how did they overcome them? How should we today deal with the problems that come with taking a stand for Christ? 
	The missionaries faced the typical problems – inaccurate (false) teaching from Apollos and the disciples of John, rejection by the Jews, demonic influence upon the listeners, and opposition from those whose security was threatened by the advance of the gospel. These were overcome by solid and patient biblical teaching and perseverance in doing the right thing. In other words they didn’t rush to defend themselves; they simply did what they knew to be right and trusted God with the results. Similarly, when we face opposition we must persevere in teaching the truth and “doing good because in due season we will reap if we faint not” (Gal 6:9-10). 


