Study Questions for 1 Samuel 16-18 – I Am Second
The Big Idea: When we keep ourselves second to God in our lives, He will bring about His glory and our good. 
	I. Setting the Stage (16:1-23)
	Key Idea: God not only provides the perfect replacement for the disobedient, but prepares them well for their position.

	1. Read 1 Sam 16:1-13. What did God say to Samuel and why (v1)? What did he fear (v2) and what was God’s answer (v2-3)? How did this work out (v4-6, 8-11)? Describe David (v12-13). Why did he fit God’s plan (v7)? 
	The Lord asked Samuel how long he would grieve over Saul since he was such a poor king. He told him that He had rejected Saul as king over Israel, so in essence the problem would be solved when another king was in place. He also told him to go with his horn full of oil to Bethlehem so he could anoint God’s choice from Jesse’s family. Samuel, though, was fearful of Saul’s reprisal when he heard of Samuel’s trip, since Saul was so insecure about his position due to Samuel’s declaration that he had been rejected as king (15:23). But God told Samuel to take a heifer and say he was simply going to Jesse to sacrifice if anyone asked. When he arrived at Bethlehem he was to invite Jesse to the sacrifice and God would show Samuel who to anoint. He did just this and was met by the elders of the city who were also trembling for fear of Samuel as the least, whose most recent act was that of cutting Agag to pieces. Possibly they, too, suspected that Samuel was going to choose a new king and were afraid of what Saul would do when he heard of this. When the sacrificial feast began Samuel looked first at the oldest, Eliab, and thought that he must be the Lord’s anointed. God, however, told him to not look at his outward appearance, for God sees not as man sees; man looks at the outward appearance, but God looks at the heart. Each of the seven oldest sons passed by Samuel, but none of them were God’s choice, so he asked if there was not another. Jesse told him about the youngest, David, who was tending the sheep, so Samuel commanded them to bring him. He could see upon arrival that David was ruddy, with beautiful eyes and handsome, and the Lord told him that David was the one. Samuel, then, anointed him with oil, signifying God’s choice of him as Saul’s successor, and at that moment the Spirit of the Lord came mightily upon him from that day on. Later David would pray that God not take His Holy Spirit from him (Ps 51:11) because of his sin with Bathsheba, and apparently God didn’t. While this was possible in the Old Testament, in the New Testament the Holy Spirit permanently resides in the believer (Rom 8:9). Samuel then went back to Ramah. 

	2. Using 16:14-23 what happened to Saul (v14-15) and what did he do about it (v16-17)? Who was provided (v19-20) and what was he like (v18)? What did he do for Saul (v21-22) and how did it go (v23)? 
	The Spirit of the Lord did depart from Saul and an evil spirit from the Lord terrorized him. This doesn’t mean that the Lord sent the evil spirit, but that He allowed Satan to assign an evil spirit to Saul. Nothing can touch God’s people without His permission, but He does allow Satan to tempt and harass believers. Also, in the Old Testament everything was attributed directly to God since everything had an external perspective and interpretation. Here, God indirectly allowed the evil spirit, but in the mind of the people He had sent it. The way terrorizing spirits were managed was sometimes by playing soothing music; if the person gained inner calmness, as with Saul, the evil spirit had no place to stay, apparently needing unrest to comfortably inhabit or remain associated with a place or person. This is analogous to Satan gaining a foothold in the believer’s life in the New Testament (Eph 4:26-27). He sets up a “base of operations” as it were and is allowed greater freedom to harass the believer. In Saul’s case the musician provided was David, the son of Jesse, one known as a skillful musician, a mighty man of valor, a warrior, one prudent in speech, a handsome man and one whom the Lord was with. Saul sent to Jesse for him, which was his prerogative as king (1 Sam 8:10-18), and when he came he successfully attended to Saul, calming him down when he played his harp and causing the evil spirit to depart. Saul loved him greatly, he became his armor bearer, and he was asked to stand before him because he found favor in Saul’s eyes. Thus, David learned everything about being king while he was still young and was well-prepared for that position when it later came.

	II. Standing Against the Enemy (17:1-58)
	Key Idea: When we trust in the Lord all we must do is stand firm against the enemy as the Lord brings about victory. 

	3. From 17:1-11 who did they battle (v1) and what approach was presented to settle the conflict (v2-3, 4, 8-10)? What was Goliath like (v4-7) and what was Saul and Israel’s reaction to all this (v11)? 
	Israel battled the Philistines at Socoh as each gathered their forces on opposite sides of the valley of Elah. The approach taken by the Philistines was to present their “champion” or leader to fight against Israel’s champion. The problem for Israel was that the Philistines’ man was Goliath, who stood 9’ 9” tall, strong enough to wear a bronze helmet and bronze armor that weighed about 125 pounds. He had a bronze javelin slung on his shoulder and a spear whose iron head weighed about 15 pounds. He stood before them and shouted at Israel’s ranks of soldiers telling them to choose a man to fight him instead of trying to fight them army against army. Whichever man was successful would result in his people ruling over the other. So, Goliath defied the ranks of Israel that day and they were greatly afraid and in turmoil (dismayed). 

	4. In 1 Sam 17:12-23 who is introduced (v12) and what was his family like (v12-14)? What was his role (v15, 17-19)? What did he do (v20, 22) and what did he observe (v16, 21, 23)? 
	At this point in the Goliath narrative David is introduced. Apparently he had gone back home when the armies of Israel, and Saul, had gone to battle against the Philistines, but would return to attend to his brothers as the need for supplies arose. The three older brothers mentioned in 1 Sam 16 were with Saul at the battle as Goliath took his stand every morning and evening for forty days in the manner prescribed above. On the fortieth day David was sent by Jesse with roasted grain and ten loaves for his brothers, along with ten cuts of cheese for their commander of 1000, to gain news of them to bring back to Jesse. David went early that morning as he had been ordered and when he arrived he heard the army shouting the battle cry as both armies drew up in battle array. When he found his brothers and was inquiring of the welfare he observed Goliath as he stepped forward and challenged Israel. 

	5. Using 17:24-40 what did David hear about (v24-27) and how did he respond (v26, 29-30)? How did his brother (v28) and Saul (v31, 33) react? In what 2 things was David confident (v34-35, 36-37, 39-40) and what was Saul’s confidence (v38-39)? 
	When the Israelite warriors saw Goliath come out they fled and were very afraid of him; they talked among themselves saying that Goliath was defying Israel and that the king had promised to give anyone who would kill him great riches, his daughter as wife, and would make his father’s house free (no taxes) in Israel. When David overheard this he confirmed it with some who were standing nearby, asking what would be done for the one who would take away Israel’s reproach. He also wanted to know who this uncircumcised Philistine was who had the gall to taunt the armies of the living God. They told him that he had heard right, that anyone who killed Goliath would receive all of this from the king. When Eliab, his oldest brother, heard this he became angry, wanting to know why David had left his flock alone in the wilderness. He accused him of insolence and evil in his heart, wanting only to come down to check out the battle. David defended himself, saying it was only an innocent question, but he kept asking others the same question. His words, however, were conveyed to Saul and he called for him. David told him that no one’s heart should fail due to fear because he himself would go fight Goliath. Saul told him he couldn’t fight him because he was a youth (inexperienced) and that Goliath had been fighting since he was a youth. David explained that he had killed lions and bears with his bare hands and that the same Lord who had delivered him form the paw of the lion and bear would deliver him from the Philistine, since h had taunted the armies of the living God. Saul amazingly gave in rather than doing what he should have done and fighting Goliath himself. He then tried to outfit David with his armor, but when he put them on he realized he hadn’t tested their effectiveness so he couldn’t go with them. This was Saul’s confidence, although it didn’t make him very confident; David’s confidence, though, was the Lord as He worked through his experience and skill. So, he took five smooth stones and his sling and approached the Philistine. 

	6. Recount the story of David and Goliath in 17:41-50—how did Goliath treat him (v41-44) and how did David respond (v45-47)? What happened (v48-49)? What’s the point (v50)?
	When Goliath approached David with his shield bearer in front of him he disdained him since he was so young and attractive, and not rugged like a seasoned warrior. He taunted him asking if he was no better than a dog that he would come after him with sticks and then he cursed David by his gods. He then challenged him, inviting him to come to him so he could give his flesh to the animals. David responded in faith in his God. He told him that Goliath was coming in the strength of his weapons, but that he was coming in the name of the Lord of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel whom he had taunted. He told him that he would, that very day, deliver Goliath into his hands and he would strike him down and cut off his head. He would also give the dead bodies of the entire Philistine army to the animals and all of the earth would know that there is a God in Israel. All gathered there that day would also know that the Lord does not deliver by military weapons, but He personally delivers the enemy into the hands of His people. When Goliath then arose and moved towards David, he ran towards him, placed a stone from his pouch into his sling and slung it into the Philistines forehead, killing him on the spot as he fell to his face on the ground. The point was that David prevailed over the Philistine because of God’s help, not because of his weapons. The battle truly was the Lord’s, a point meant for Israel as much as the Philistines. Since they had wanted Saul they wanted someone to fight their battles for them with the world’s methodology, while God had always fought for them and delivered them. They simply needed to trust Him; now they would have a king who would fight the enemy in the strength of the Lord. 

	7. Looking at 17:51-58 what were the results of David’s victory for Israel (v51, 52-54) and for himself (v55-58)? Why is this significant? 
	First, Goliath was killed, David chopped off his head, and then the Philistine army was put to flight by Israel since their hero was dead. Finally, Israel plundered the Philistine camps and David took Goliath’s head to Jerusalem and put his weapons in his tent. All of this caught Saul’s attention and he wanted to know whose family David was from since he now was going to be his son-in-law. He apparently had forgotten this fact, but now it mattered greatly to him. This victory for David was significant in that he would now be married to the king’s daughter, gaining prestige for the time he would be king himself. 

	III. Success Breeds Suspicion (18:1-30)
	Key Idea: Even though God’s success in our lives may cause others to be suspicious of us, He will take care of us. 

	8. From 18:1-9 what developed positively after this for David (v1-4, 5, 6-7)? Describe his relationship with Jonathan (v1-4)? What occurred negatively (v8-9)? 
	Jonathan, Saul’s son, sensed that David was a kindred spirit; his soul was knit to his and he loved him as himself. He demonstrated this by making a covenant with him (mutual protection probably) and gave his robe, his armor, including his sword, bow and belt to David. Also, Saul took David permanently into his house at this point and sent him out to fight battles for him. As he did he prospered and he was pleasing to the people and to Saul’s servants. In fact, after the victory over Goliath the women came out of the cities of Israel singing and dancing as they met Saul. The song they sang said that Saul had killed his thousands and David his ten thousands. Whereas this was probably just poetry in motion, Saul took it personally, becoming angry that they were attributing to David much greater victory than himself. He projected that their next step would be to give David the kingdom. Thus, he was suspicious of David from that day forward. 

	9. Based on 18:10-19 how did Saul begin to treat David (v11, 13) and why (v10, 12)? How did Israel feel about him (v16)? What else did Saul do that was wrong to David (v17-19)?
	This “evil spirit from God” came mightily on Saul and he raved in the midst of his house. Again, this evil spirit was actually under Satan’s immediate control, but God had to give him permission to release it upon Saul. He found fertile ground in Saul – his suspicion and jealousy - to stir up Saul while David played for him as usual. He hurled his spear at David, possibly feigning it as unintentional; but he had in mind to pin David to the wall. David realized this and had to escape Saul’s presence twice. As time went on Saul’s fear of David manifested itself a Saul removed him from his presence and appointed him as commander of a thousand. He hoped that he would be killed in battle, but instead he prospered in all his ways. This caused Saul to dread him and the people of Israel and Judah to love him as he came and went before them. Saul then upped the danger; he told David he would give him his older daughter if David would valiantly fight his (and the Lord’s) battles for him. He hoped that the enemy would kill David in this way, but it didn’t work. Rather, when David consented and fought the battles Saul reneged on his promise and gave his older daughter to Adriel as a wife. Saul continued thus to demonstrate his true colors of deceit and murderous intent. 

	10. In 19:20-30 who else did Saul use to hurt David (v20-21) and how did he do this (v22-24, 25)? How did David respond (v23, 26) and how did it all turn out (v27-29, 30)? 
	Saul then turned to his younger daughter, Michal, to harm David. Discovering that she loved David he tried to trap David into undertaking a very dangerous mission to receive her as a wife. He told him that if he would go and cut off the foreskins of 100 Philistines she could be his wife. He got his servants to plant the idea in David’s mind that he could marry into the king’s family so that when Saul proposed this he would agree to it. David was humbled; he presented himself as a poor man and one lightly esteemed (no nobility of birth), so when Saul heard this he simply told him the dowry was a mere 100 Philistine foreskins. Rather than David dying at the hands of the Philistines, though, he went into battle and killed 200 Philistines, cut off their foreskins, and took them to Saul. He then received Michal as his wife and Saul knew that the Lord was with David and that his daughter loved him. This made him even more afraid of David and he became David’s constant enemy. 

	11. Thinking back over the study, how did God prepare David to be king (16:13-23; 17:20-49; 18:5, 17-30 and why was he chosen (16:7)? Why was he successful against the enemy (16:13; 17:36, 45; 18:12) and what did his success lead to? How can we learn from David’s example? 
	God prepared David to be king by acclimating him to the king’s court with his musical skills first, and then as Saul’s right hand man secondly. He also taught him kingly ways by using Jonathan’s friendship and allowing him to marry Saul’s daughter. He also was prepared to lead God’s people militarily because he trusted in the Lord rather than man’s strength through weapons. He learned this over and over as God prospered him in battle. This was the chief reason that he was called a man after God’s heart, because his inner desire was to promote the God of Israel and trust in Him. He had the heart God was looking for. His faith allowed him to be successful not only against the outside enemies, but also against Saul, his enemy inside the kingdom. Overall David’s faithfulness to God and to the authority over him allowed him more and more success, since it came from God. David teaches us that if we trust primarily in God and humbly allow Him to use us, His kingdom will be advanced on this earth and we will experience His success. We do not need to strive to protect ourselves or secure our own ambition; we simply need to trust the Lord and be humbly obedient to Him. 


