Study Questions for Ezekiel 18-24 – No One Else to Blame

The Big Idea: We must take responsibility for the consequences when we rebel against God.
	I. Opportunity Wasted (18-20)
	Key Idea: When we fail to obey God or repent we waste opportunities to glorify Him and to have a good life.

	1. Look at Ezek 18. What false proverb was Israel saying (v1-2) and why was it wrong? How do we do this today? What was the truth (v3-4, 5-13, 14-18, 21-24)? Apply (v30-32). 
	In a typical blame-shifting maneuver, all across the land of Israel they were saying that the “fathers eat sour grapes and the children’s teeth are set on edge (feel gritty from the acid of the grapes)”. While there is truth in the fact that the father’s sins are visited upon the children to the third and fourth generation” (Ex 20:5) this doesn’t mean that they children are trapped into repeating their father’s sins. Rather, it means that the tendency to do those sins will be very strong and the effects of those sins will be experienced by all who have been personally associated with the sinners in dependent relationships. The other side of this, though, is that we each have a choice to do the right thing or the wrong thing. I can’t blame my parents for my sin although I may realize that they had a part in “setting me up” to do that sin pattern. This truth is declared in this chapter by saying first if a man is righteous he will surely live, regardless of what his parents did. On the other hand if his son does the wrong thing he will die spiritually (and possibly physically) for this. His son, though, can reverse this and do the right thing and he will live. The bottom line is that each person (soul) is the Lord’s – each of us is accountable for our actions and by those actions God will render judgment. The soul that does righteously will live and the soul that sins, he will die. So, we must repent from our transgressions and “make ourselves a new heart and a new spirit” (v31). Apply: We blame parents, life situations, where we born, our financial situation, our looks, others’ popularity, society, etc, for the problems in our lives, when the real problem is our rebellion against God. The bad news is we deserve it, but the good news is that if we repent and do what God desires He will bless us in spite of our past. 

	2. In Ezek 19 what “lament” was given for Israel’s princes (v2-4, 5-9)? Why was this so sad (v10-14)? 
	While there are specific historical fulfillments in this chapter the point is that the princes of Israel had everything set up just right for them – their “mother” (their forefathers) was a lioness among lion – no reason to take a back seat to other kings – and she reared her cubs. One of them became a lion and devoured his prey, but was captured by the nations when they heard about him. This refers to Shallum who was deposed by Pharaoh Neco after reigning only 3 months. After this Israel took another of her cubs and made him a young lion who also walked about devouring his prey. He destroyed the fortified towers and cities of Israel, so God set the other nations against him. This referred to King Jehoiachin who was carried to Babylon in a cage (see v9) and kept imprisoned for thirty-seven years. Finally, Judah prospered as a luxuriant vine but in the reign of Zedekiah he practiced treachery and was responsible for the burning of Jerusalem. He, too, was overthrown by the Babylonians because of God’s judgment. He was the last of the Davidic kings in that era and even when Jesus came as the Messiah they rejected Him in favor of Caesar. In spite of this He became their Savior and was the one who would rule over them. Apply: This is a prime example of how sin sabotages the potential in our lives. God wants the best for us and provides the opportunity to for us to fulfill His best; but we must not resort to self-will and pride, but submit to His plan for our lives. His plan is always the best way for our lives. 

	3. From Ezek 20:1-32 describe the times Israel rebelled against God (v5-8, 9-18, 18-26, 27-32). How did God respond in each case? What does this teach us about Him? 
	Israel rebelled against God at every stage of their history. 1) First, when they were in Egypt during their formative years as a nation they began to worship Egypt’s idols. God told them to cast them away but they would not listen or forsake those idols. So, He resolved to pour out His wrath on them, but for the sake of His Name He relented, and brought them out of Egypt anyway. 2) In the wilderness, after giving them His law which would give them life and sabbaths as a sign of His covenant they rebelled again. They didn’t keep His law and He resolved again to pour out His wrath on them. He determined that the generation that had come out of Egypt would die there because of their idolatry. 3) But, so that His Name wouldn’t be profaned among the nations He preserved the next generation in the wilderness. He again told them to walk in His ways but the children of those delivered from Egypt rebelled, too. 4) Rather than destroy them as He desired He brought them into Canaan, but told them that He would disperse them among the nations because they were a rebellious people. When they got to the land of Canaan they began to imitate the practices of the Canaanites even while they continued to observe God’s laws. Finally He gave them statutes that were not good and ordinances by which they would not live when foreigners came into their land – and God let them follow these pagan, death-inducing ways. 5) Because of this God would no longer listen to them and basically consigned them to judgment, vowing to send them into exile. If they had ever repented and been faithful to God He would have blessed them incredibly, as evidenced by His constant relenting, but all they would ever do is rebel, disobey, and worship false gods. God wants to bless us, but will not do so if we are walking in disobedience. Apply: God is very patient with us and will allow us many opportunities to turn back to Him. We usually don’t until the pain gets great enough, but if we are wise we will look at Israel’s story and repent the first time. God can reach His limit and bring His discipline in our lives so it is much better just to go ahead and obey Him. 

	4. Using Ezek 20:33-49 what will God’s final response to Israel be (v40-44) and how would He accomplish this (v33-38)? What was soon to happen though (v45-49)? 
	God’s final response will be to restore Israel. He will redeem them with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm – in other words this won’t be done with stealth, but with obvious might (kind of like ‘shock and awe’). He will bring them back from the lands to which they have been scattered and make them face their rebellious ways. They would return with faithful hearts to their covenant vows, having been purged of all their rebels. While they might worship idols now they would return later because God would purge them; then He would accept their pure sacrifices. At that point they would loathe the way they had acted. However, in the immediate future God was about to kindle a fire of judgment that would burn against them when the Babylonians invaded their land. This would be unquenchable until God’s purpose had been accomplished. Ezekiel knew it would be bad, but the people suspected him of just being overly dramatic. Apply: Amazingly God will never abandon His covenant of love with His people. After they/we have been through all of His discipline He will restore us at the last. He will not let us do it in a way that mocks Him so we can’t simply wait for Him to “come around”. The pain will get miserable if we try to test God this way, although we sometimes try. The other part of this story is that God’s discipline will fall suddenly and we will not be able to handle it, even though we thought we could. 

	II. Obstinacy Revealed (21-23:21)
	Key Idea: When we continue to rebel against God we reveal that our heart is obstinate. 

	5. From 21 what was the fire of 20:45-49 (v1-13) and how bad would it be (v14-17)? What 2 ways could Babylon have gone (v18-21) and where did they go (v22)? Why (v23-27)? 
	The fire spoken of in chapter 20 was that of the sword of the Babylonians that would soon come against Judah. Ezekiel was to groan about this in the sight of Judah so they would know that violent judgment was eminent, causing hearts to melt, handles to tremble and knees to knock. God’s sword would be razor sharp, killing not once, but twice, and then even a third time. This judgment was so certain that even when Babylon could have taken the road to Ammon, using their pagan sorcery they were led down the road to Jerusalem. This would occur because of Judah’s many iniquities, and they would be punished until the One came whose right it was to possess (v27). Apply: God judgment will be severe and thorough – like a fire or sword – and it will be unavoidable if we will not repent. We are very foolish to continue to indulge ourselves instead of following God. 

	6. Looking at Ezek 22 list Israel’s sins (v4, 7, 8, 9-10, 11, 12, 23-29). What did He look for (v30) and what would God do (v13-16, 17-22, 31)? 
	Israel/Judah was an exceedingly sinful place and people. They had shed much innocent blood and defiled themselves with constant idolatry. They had dishonored parents, oppressed the alien, and had wronged the orphans and the widows.  They had treated God’s holy things with sacrilege, murdering in the sacred places, profaning His sabbaths, eating at idolatrous mountain shrines, and committing acts of gross immorality there. They had committed adultery and incest, taken bribes, and dealt dishonestly in business. Furthermore the prophets had used their position for their own gain and had oppressed people. Their priests had profaned the holy things with which they dealt and had not taught them difference between holy and profane to the people. This essentially dishonored God Himself. Their princes had also devoured the people, taking advantage of the innocent for personal gain, and collaborating with the prophets who whitewashed their evil actions. Even the people had joined in with the oppression of one another and support of injustice. God had looked for someone, anyone, who would build up the wall against evil and the enemy and stand in the gap before Him for the land so that He wouldn’t destroy it, but none was to be found. As a result God would “smite” them with His hand and scatter them among the nations. This would consume their uncleanness from them as they profaned themselves in the sight of the nations. They would be heated up in His furnace of judgment in Jerusalem and the dross would be skimmed away from them. Thus their way would be brought down on their heads. Apply: All sins boil down to not loving God and not loving others – but the manifestations of these sins are many and varied. Their essence, as these sins all illustrate, is seeking to use God and others for our own selfish advantage. While we may get away with using others for a while, God will not be used in this way, and He will not allow others to be abused like this forever. God is looking for people to stand in the gap against these sins so that He won’t have to bring His judgment to bear on that society or group of His people. It is not enough to simply do the right thing; we must stand also stand against the wrong thing for God’s and others’ sakes.  

	7. According to 23:1-21 how had Israel and Judah acted (v1-4)? Specifically how did this play out for each (v5-10, 11-21)? 
	Israel (Oholah) and Judah (Oholibah) had prostituted themselves in Egypt, reiterating the earlier point that the nation had been idolatrous since their formative years. Oholah, which was the northern kingdom after the nation divided, “lusted” after the Assyrians. They looked at their military might and pomp and wanted to be accepted by them. They went after Assyria’s idols, seeking refuge with that nation. The result of that was that Assyria took advantage of Israel, first taking her most choice possessions, and then destroying them with the sword. Amazingly, Judah, to the south, saw this but did the same thing with Babylon. She desired the Assyrians, but then desired the Babylonians, too. They even longed for their days of idolatry in Egypt and used Babylon’s idols to “satisfy” this desire. But then, just as Assyria first used, then abused Israel, so Babylon first took the most precious things of Judah’s kingdom – the young men and the holy things from the temple – then became disgusted with her and destroyed her. Apply: Mankind in general is stupid when it comes to sin; instead of observing the consequences of sin in others’ lives and avoiding them, we tend to imitate them. Somehow we think we can get away with sin when no one else has been able to. In fact the very opposite happens: the very things we worship become the things that enslave and devour us. It is so much better to simply follow God who genuinely loves us. 

	III. Outcome Disclosed (23:22-24:27)
	Key Idea: When our hearts are obstinate God will eventually bring discipline into our lives. 

	8. In 23:22-49 what would happen to Judah and Israel (v22-26, 28-35, 46-47) and what would result (v27, 48-49)? What does this teach?
	Oholibah (Judah) would be surrounded on every side by her lovers/enemies. They would become God’s instruments of judgment against them and His jealousy would be against them. They would cut off noses and ears and fall by the sword, their sons and daughters would be taken into captivity, and they would be plundered and consumed by fire. Their enemies would hate them and deal with them out of hatred, take their property, and leave them naked and bare. They would be stoned by the enemy and their houses would be burned with fire. Thus their unfaithfulness would be revealed to all and they would drink God’s cup of judgment just like Israel had done. The result of all this would be cleansing from the idols of Egypt, gross immorality would cease from the land, and all would know that He was the Lord God. This shows that even while God is pouring out His wrath He is accomplishing a greater good of purification of His people and glorification of Himself. Apply: In the end everyone will know of our disobedience to God, but He so loves us that He will use the consequences to purify us from our sin. We experience that in life now – when we have pain from bad choices we usually will try to not make those choices next time. Unfortunately, it sometimes takes many tests to finally get it right. 

	9. Using 24:1-14 what caused the siege that Ezekiel prophesied (v6-8) and how bad would it be (v5)? How would God purify Judah (v9-13) and how certain was this (v14)? 
	The siege that Ezekiel prophesied was caused by the bloody murders that had been perpetrated in the city (and land in general). They could not get rid of the bloodstain (rust) in the bottom of the pot. Possibly there is an allusion as well to the improper offering of sacrifices since they did not drain the blood before the sacrifice, contrary to the Law. The blood represents life to God and when innocent blood is not treated as sacred (as life is sacred to God) it gets a response from Him. Their blood would be laid on the bare rock as a result, meaning that others would not treat their lives as sacred, just as they had not. This judgment would be so bad that the wood for the fire would be piled up so that the pot would boil vigorously and even the bones would be boiled. God would purify Judah by heating up the pot to the point that after everything was boiled out of it, the pot itself would be purified, with its rust consumed and sexual immorality cleansed. God vowed by Himself that this was going to happen; He would not take pity or relent, but would judge them according to their ways. Apply: The taking of another life is repugnant to God, whether that be murder of a born or unborn person. Life is sacred to Him and He will not stand by and do nothing when an individual or society perpetrates murder. We must also stand against this or we will bear the consequences as part of that society.  

	10. Looking at 24:15-27 what was going to happen (v16) and how was Ezekiel to respond (v17)? How was this going to signify for Judah (v18-24)? How do you explain what happened? 
	Ezekiel’s wife was going to die suddenly but he was not to mourn, cry or shed tears over it. He would groan, but was not to visibly grieve over her as a sign of what was about to happen to Judah. They were about to have their temple profaned by the enemy and their sons and daughters would fall. Unfortunately they would not even have the opportunity to mourn as they were taken away, although they would groan to one another. Those who would escape would come to Ezekiel and he would be able to answer them, even though he had been silent over his wife’s death. This event coupled with Ezekiel’s sign would show them that He was the Lord God. On the surface it appears that God killed Ezekiel’s wife to make a point to His people. But this would violate the nature of God, to “kill” someone who was not evil just to make a point; we are not “pawns” in His hands, but He values life too much to capriciously do such a thing. The best interpretation is that Ezekiel’s wife was going to die anyway at this time and God told Ezekiel ahead of time that it would happen, along with instructions to not mourn, so that it would be a sign. Apply: God has mysterious ways to reveal His will to us, especially when our hearts are obstinate. We must not accuse God of “killing” innocent people, but God does have a time allotted to each of us. He can sovereignly use a person’s death to reveal or accomplish His will for someone else, and that is what happened with the death of Ezekiel’s wife. Death should be the ultimate attention getter for us – when it occurs we must take it to heart and learn from it, which is essentially what Ecclesiastes 7:1-4 says. 

	11. Review Ezek 18-24. How did Israel waste opportunities for God’s blessing? How do you do that most often, and how can you change that? 
	Israel wasted opportunities for God’s blessings because of their initial disobedience through idolatry and other sins. They also wasted opportunities by refusing to repent and turn back to God. Because of that they experienced devastation in their lives instead of God’s blessing. We do the same thing today when we choose to “do our own thing” or follow the ways of the world to indulge our pride or fleshly desires. When that happens God has no choice but to discipline us; when that happens it should be a signal to us to repent and return to Him. We should take a deep look at our motives that lead to these actions and surrender our pride and selfish ambition to God. Apply: The overall application for this lesson is the high cost of sin and self-indulgence. We lose the opportunity to glorify God as well as the possibility of the abundance in life that God wants for us (this isn’t necessarily material abundance though). Our tendency is to do wrong, blame others and receive the consequences. It is much better to simply accept responsibility for what we do and repent if we do wrong. It is the only way to make progress in life.  


