Genesis 30-32 Daily Study Questions

The Big Idea: God works in every situation we face to bring us to the place where He will fulfill His purpose for us. 
	I. Sovereignly Blessed (30)
	Key Idea: Because of God’s purpose for Jacob He sovereignly blessed him with many sons and great possessions. 

	1. Scan Genesis 30:1-24. List all the children of Jacob (v6, 8, 11, 13, 18, 20, 21, 24). What significance did Rachel (v1-3, 6, 7-8, 22-23) and Leah (v9-13, 15, 18, 20) attach to these births? 
	Jacob’s children were Dan and Naphtali by Bilhah, in behalf of Rachel. She acted in the flesh because of her jealousy of Leah and demanded that Jacob provide children or she “would die”. Jacob defended himself saying it was only God who could do this, so Rachel gave him Bilhah, her servant. This is much like the Sarah and Hagar situation although there were no reported repercussions between Rachel and Bilhah as there were with them. When Dan was born Rachel believed God had vindicated her, and when Naphtali was born it signified to her that she had prevailed against her sister. When Leah realized she had stopped bearing she gave her servant, Zilpah, to Jacob and she had Gad and Asher, whose names pointed to Leah’s good fortune and happiness. After this when Leah secured a night with Jacob by selling mandrakes, a supposed aphrodisiac, to Rachel she became pregnant again and bore Issachar, meaning wages – she had earned this child. Finally, she somehow got to sleep with Jacob again and gave birth to Zebulun. Because she had born all of these sons to Jacob she believed he would now dwell with her (choose her as his favored wife). She also bore a daughter, Dinah, who would become prominent in the story later, and after this Rachel gave birth to her own child, Joseph. However, this birth came with the hope that God would give her another son. She believed, though, that the birth of Joseph meant that God had taken away her reproach. Thus, eleven of the twelve heads of the tribes of Israel had been born; only Benjamin remained. 

	2. From 30:25-34 what did Jacob request (v25-26) and how did Laban respond (v27-28)? What “deal” did Jacob propose (29-33) and why do you think Laban agreed (v34)? 
	After Joseph’s birth Jacob asked Laban if he could leave with his wives and possessions. Laban, in typical fashion, countered with his own offer – that Jacob stay with him longer for a to-be-deter-mined wage. Jacob said he would stay and pasture Laban’s flock, but in return he asked for all the lambs or goats that were not a solid color. This would insure that his integrity could not be brought into question because any sheep or goat that was solid would obviously not be his. Laban probably assumed that they would be the weaker of the flock and since they were fewer anyway that it would remain that way. 

	3. Using 30:35-43 how did Jacob carry out the plan (v35, 36, 37-42) and what was the result (v42-43)? 
	Jacob first removed all the striped and spotted male goats, the speckled and spotted female goats, everyone with white on it, and the black sheep, then put a distance of a three days journey between them. He put them in the care of his sons and then took care of Laban’s flocks as agreed. Jacob, though, devised a little scheme of his own. Believing that the sheep and goats would mate more readily in camouflaged conditions Jacob put striped rods in the watering areas so that when Laban’s flocks got a drink they would mate. This did happen and God blessed him by causing an unusual amount of striped, speckled, and spotted animals to be born. Since Jacob saw this occurring whenever the stronger of the flock would be there he would put out the striped rods so that the non-solid colored goats and the black sheep were also the strongest. In summary Jacob became exceedingly prosperous with large flocks, female and male servants, and camels and donkeys.

	II. Secretly Leaving (31)
	Key Idea: Sometimes the wisest thing to do is to simply leave, although using deception is the wrong approach.

	4. From Gen 31:1-13 what did Jacob hear (v1) and observe (v2)? What did the Lord say (v3) and how did Jacob respond (v4)? How did he convince his wives (v5, 6, 7-9, 10-12, 13)? 
	Jacob heard that Laban’s sons were disgruntled about the wealth that he had acquired from their father’s herds and they were unfriendly to him. This really wasn’t Jacob’s fault since Laban had agreed to the arrangement and God had sovereignly blessed Jacob’s flocks. Simultaneously the Lord told him to return home and He would be with him, so Jacob called his wives together with him out in the field, so no one else could see or hear about their plans. To convince them to leave their father and go with him he told them that their father was no longer friendly to him even though God had been with him through it all. He rehearsed how Laban had cheated him, changing his wages ten times, but also how God had not allowed him to be hurt by this – He blessed his flocks anyway. God had further revealed in a dream that this was His doing, and not just a coincidence, and was His way of taking care of Jacob in light of the vow he had made at Bethel. He told him that the time had come for him to leave that land and return to his homeland. This is the way God’s will is often revealed – a problem arises that causes us to consider another path, God continues to bless, but then confirms in some way that the path we are considering is indeed from Him. 

	5. In 31:14-21 what response did Rachel and Leah give (v14, 15, 16)? In what manner did they leave (v17-18, 21) and how did deception enter into this exit (v19, 20)?
	Leah and Rachel agreed with Jacob; in fact they felt as if they were outsiders, and no longer family. They believed that they had no portion or inheritance in their father’s house and that he had consumed them and their purchase price. In their minds all of the wealth that had been transferred to Jacob from Laban’s flocks was simply God’s way of making things right. Even though they felt this way they still got up and left immediately so they could put some distance between themselves and Laban, who was off shearing his sheep. This was a deceptive move because Jacob should have told Laban that they were leaving so he could say goodbye to his daughters and grandchildren, but they were obviously afraid of him. The other deception that occurred was the theft by Rachel of Laban’s household idols. 

	6.  Looking at 31:22-35 when did Laban find out (v22) and what did he do (v23)? Describe the encounter (25-28, 30-35) and how God protected Jacob (v24, 29). 
	Laban heard three days later that they had left, so he took his herdsmen to pursue them. They overtook them in Gilead (they were already in the land of Canaan), but God had given them His protection through a dream. He had told Laban to not speak anything good or bad to Jacob; so when he caught up with them he simply asked why Jacob had deceived him. Instead of leaving in secret – and “kidnapping” his daughters (this was his accusation that was without foundation) – Laban said Jacob should have told him so he could have a big going away party and give his daughters and grandsons a kiss before they left. He also said that it was in his power to do harm to them but God had told him not to, so he didn’t. However, he wanted to know if they longed for Jacob’s father’s house so, why they had stolen his household gods. Jacob said he left like he did so that Laban wouldn’t take his daughters from him by force. He also said that whoever had taken his gods would be executed and that he should go through all his things and take what was his. When he searched the tents he found nothing because Rachel had hidden the idols in her saddle. When he came to her camel she said she couldn’t get up because she was having her monthly period, so he didn’t discover the idols she had stolen. 

	7. Read 31:36-42. How did Jacob vindicate himself before Laban (v36-37, 38, 39, 40, 41) and to whom did he give the credit (v42)? Was he justified to react this way? 
	Since Laban didn’t find the evidence Jacob became angry at the false accusation. He believed he had been “hotly” pursued because of the supposed theft and now felt vindicated that he had done nothing wrong. That launched him into an attack on Laban for all his trickery in the face of Jacob’s integrity. Jacob had taken care of Laban’s flocks for twenty years; during that time the ewes and female goats had not miscarried and Jacob hadn’t eaten any of Laban’s flock. He bore the loss of every animal that wild beasts had eaten, and every one that had been stolen. He endured difficult conditions – heat consumed him by day and frost by night - while sleep escaped him. He served Laban for his two daughters for fourteen years and for his flocks for six years. Laban had changed his wages ten times, but through it all his God, the God of Abraham and Isaac, had taken care of him. In fact God had rendered judgment even that night when Laban couldn’t find the idols that had been stolen. While Jacob was justified to speak truth to Laban it was obvious that he had resentment against him that had been building for twenty years. For that reason the manner of his speech was probably less than good, but the content of it was correct. 

	8. Using 31:43-55 what was Laban’s answer (v43) and proposal (v44)? How did he insure its being kept (v45-49, 51-52, 53) and what was his concern (v50)? How did Jacob seal it (v54-55)? 
	Laban really didn’t back off his assertion that Jacob had “stolen” or kidnapped what was his – his daughters, his grandchildren, and his flocks – even though Jacob had earned them fair and square. This is a typical greedy reaction; but he decided to be “big” about it and make a covenant with Jacob that they would not pass by a certain “heap” of stones called Galeed to harm one another. Furthermore, in a jab at Jacob he also named the stones Mizpah which meant watchtower, a place where the Lord could watch out for his daughters lest Jacob mistreat them. This was ludicrous because of all the time and energy Jacob had put into his wives but it was Laban’s way of saying he didn’t trust Jacob. Jacob agreed to this and swore by the “fear of his father Isaac”, a name for God. While fear means reverence or respect for God’s supreme power, it may also be an allusion to the reality that Isaac was nearly offered up to this God as a sacrifice. After the agreement the two parties sealed it by Jacob’s offering of a sacrifice, eating together, and sleeping that night on the mountain. In the morning Laban kissed his daughters and grandsons goodbye and blessed them; then he returned to his home. 

	III. Struggling with Insecurity (32)
	Key Idea: God overcomes our insecurity by showing us that He is the only effective power we have.

	9. From 32:1-21 who did Jacob encounter (v1) and why was this important (v7)? List the ways he tried to soften Esau (v3-5, 6-8, 13-16, 17-20)? How did he enlist God’s help (v9-12)?
	As Jacob went on to meet Esau the angels of God met him, causing Jacob to name the place God’s camp, or Manahaim (two camps – Jacob’s and God’s). This was God’s way of assuring Jacob that He was still with him. Jacob then executed his plan to soften Esau for the immanent encounter. He first sent his messengers to him to deliver the story of his sojourn with Laban and to inform Esau that he had lots of wealth to share. The messengers came back quickly, though, and told Jacob that Esau was coming to meet him. This cause Jacob great fear so he divided his entourage into two companies, reasoning that if Esau attacked one the other would escape. He then turned to God and acknowledged God’s great blessing of him, and then asked for His deliverance from Esau whom he feared. He also reminded God that He had promised to prosper him with many descendants. As he prepared to spend the night there he hand-picked two hundred female goats, twenty male goats, thirty milking camels and their colts, forty cows, ten bulls, twenty female and ten male donkeys. He then sent them in waves before him to Esau so they could tell him that they were all a present from his brother Jacob who was bringing up the rear. Jacob then spent the night in the camp.

	10. In 32:22-32 with whom was Jacob left all night (v22-24) and what occurred (v24-25, 31-32)? What did the “man” ask (v26), what did Jacob want (26), and what was the outcome (v27-30)? Why was this significant? 
	As Jacob spent the night in the camp alone a man (angel/God – v28) wrestled with him all night. This angel did not prevail against Jacob so he touched the socket of his thigh, dislocating it. Even then Jacob would not let Him go until He blessed him. God was obviously allowing this to bring Jacob to the point of total dependence on His blessing instead of his own ability to manipulate. The blessing Jacob was given was the changing of his name; he had to acknowledge that he was “Jacob”, the “deceiver”, but now his name would be Israel, or “one who strives with God and men and prevails”. Jacob wanted to know His name but God would not reveal that since it was too awesome for Jacob to comprehend. Jacob then named the place “Peniel”, meaning the “face of God”. He had seen the “face of God” and yet his life had been preserved. He would always have a reminder of this encounter by the limp caused by the dislocation, a reminder that the blessing of God is far more important than any thing he could manipulate into occurring. He would depend on Him (with a few glitches) from now on. 

	11. Looking back at Jacob’s journey what problems did he face that “broke” him (29:21-30; 30:1, 25-28; 31:1-2, 6-7, 22-42; 32:6-7, 24-32)? What can we learn from this? 
	Jacob faced the problems of 1) Laban’s substitution of Leah for Rachel 2) having to work another seven years for Rachel 3) having to work another six years for flocks even though Laban changed his wages ten times 4) the accusation of Laban 5) the facing of his fear of Esau 6) and his wrestling with God. All of these showed him that God was with him and taking care of him, but they also developed perseverance in him. He would finally realize that some things were simply bigger than his ability to overcome, and that if he were to survive and receive the blessing God would have to do it. This is His plan for all of us; some of us have to come to this point of dependence the hard way, through pain, and some the easy, simply by obeying His Word. Either way dependence on God is the final destination. 


