Study Questions for Matt 6:19-7:29; Luke 6:39-49 – A Love-Hate Relationship
The Big Idea: We must love heavenly treasure, show mercy, and obey Jesus, hating the things of this earth and our sinful flesh. 
	I. Treasuring Things That Last              (Matt 6:19-34)
	Key Idea: We must love heavenly treasures rather than earthly ones. 

	1. Read Matt 6:19-24. What two types of treasure are identified (v19, 20) and what are the advantages or disadvantages of each (v19, 22, 23)? What is the reality of our “treasure” (v21, 24)? Apply. 
	There is earthly treasure and there is heavenly treasure. Earthly treasures are “consumables”; they don’t last. Precious metals corrode, material things are eaten up by moths, or thieves steal these things. The point is that all our material possessions are corruptible and temporary. On the other hand the heavenly treasures will never diminish because they are protected by God and if our heart is set on them we will not be disappointed. The reality of our treasure is that it either keeps the light out since our heart is set on it (earthly treasure), or it lets the light in if our heart is set on heavenly treasure. Thus, as Jesus says, if our treasure is God, we will serve Him and walk in His light, but if our treasure is “mammon” (material possessions and things) we will serve it and walk in great darkness. This is a very sobering thought for western Christians since our culture is driven by materialism. The truth is that we “cannot” serve God and mammon – not should not. It is impossible to serve both – we will either serve one or hate the other; we can’t do both. We must therefore check our heart and our actions – what does our checkbook tell us about our treasure, and what does the focus of our thoughts tell us about what we are treasuring? Those who treasure the things of God will walk in the light of God’s direction.  

	2. From Matt 6:25-30 what does Jesus say to not worry about (v25, 27) and why (v25, 26, 28-30)? What is the basic issue (v30)? 
	We are not to be anxious for anything, even for the basic necessities of life such as food, water, clothing, or our length of life. Worry over these things indicates a lack of faith in God’s intent to care for us adequately. The word for anxious, “merimnao” means to have a divided mind, partly focused on the needs (or wants) and partly remembering that God is taking care of us. As Jesus said earlier, though, one focus will always dominate the other, so if we have a divided mind we are really not trusting God, but doubting that He will provide. First of all, we should not worry about these things because this is not what life is substantially about. Also, we should not worry because God’s nature is to care for His creation, as evidenced by His daily care of birds since they don’t store up things. Another reason that worry is wrong is that is doesn’t accomplish anything. We have to remember that we cannot, by our own strength, add an inch or a moment to ourselves (the meaning of the word is uncertain) – only God can do this. Finally, worry relating to clothing (which is usually a concern for our appearance more than protection) is unnecessary because God even beautifies the fields with lilies, showing His concern not only for our basic necessities, but also for adding color to our lives. Since it is God’s nature to do these things, as illustrated by His care for non-human creation, He will certainly take care of what we, His children, need. We must not frantically seek after these things as non-believers (Gentiles) do, but do our part and trust that God will provide. The real issue for us is our faith, or lack thereof, in God’s intent and ability to provide. 

	3. Using Matt 6:31-34 what does Jesus prohibit (v31, 34) and why (v32, 34)? What does He command instead (v33) and what does this look like in everyday life?
	Jesus prohibits being anxious because our heavenly Father knows what we need even before we ask. Since He has constant care for His creation our focus should be on seeking first His kingdom and His righteousness, knowing that He will add provision for all the needs of our lives as we do this. Furthermore, when we worry about these things it is usually an expression of uncertainty about the future, as opposed to a lack of something that we need that very day. This doesn’t mean that we do nothing; it means that we make His kingdom and His righteousness our priority and then we do our part to be the channel through which God fulfills our needs. Part of His will, for example, is to work (“if a man doesn’t work, neither shall he eat, 2 Thes 3:10), but not to let work become our entire lives. It’s really about being responsible and realizing that God is the One who provides as we walk in His will. 

	II. Treating Others with Mercy              (Matt 7:1-12; Lu 6:39-42)
	Key Idea: Rather than condemning others as we evaluate them we should show them mercy. 

	4. In Matt 7:1-5 what type of “judging” does Jesus say not to do (v3-5) and why (v1-2)? Since we must evaluate others to help them how are we to do it (v5)?  
	We are not to pass judgment on others, although we must evaluate them. Jesus said in 7:6 we must not cast our “pearls before swine”, and in 7:16, “you will know them by their fruits”, and these both call for an evaluation of others. There are two limits placed on our judgment, though; first, we are not to condemn others – that is God’s prerogative. Secondly, we are to first get the “log” or sin out of our life before we can clearly see to take the “speck” out of their eye. We must also remember that the measure we use to evaluate others will be the same measure that God uses to evaluate us. He could use His higher measure of perfection, but He will allow us to compare ourselves to our own standard. This will show us that we fall short of even our personal standards unless we show mercy; if we do this we will measure up. 

	5. Compare Lu 6:39-42 to Matt 7:1-5. What is a hypocritical judge like (v39) and what does he cause (v39, 40)? How does this the importance of “practicing what you preach”? 
	A hypocritical judge is like a blind man trying to lead the blind; because of the log in his eye he cannot see to guide the other person to the right path. Instead, the hypocritical judge will cause the other one to fall, and will train them to be like him, making them blind, too. Thus, it is very important to practice what we preach because we hurt others when we tell them to do “as we say and not as we do”. The training process is based more on modeling than on verbal teaching, so when we model bad behavior those we work with are much more likely to follow what they see us do rather than what we say to do. 

	6. Look at Matt 7:6-12. Summarize the teachings of v6 and 7-11. What is the overarching principle in 7:1-12 (v12) and how does each section (v1-5, 6, 7-11) relate to this idea? 
	We are to evaluate those to whom we give spiritual counsel. If they are “dogs” or “swine” they will not value spiritual truth. These two terms referred to Gentiles who were outside the covenant, so they had no interest in the things of God – they were “pagans” as we might say. To counsel an unbeliever to avoid evil when it is fun is not only pointless, but it is painfully frustrating. They have no higher standard or God to answer to, so they do what “they” want to do. That which is holy and precious as pearls is valuable only to believers because they want to please God; but unbelievers will ridicule and mock such ideas. The second section of asking, seeking, and knocking, relate to the reason that we usually pass judgment on others. When we lack something in our lives that others have we usually want to justify ourselves by blaming them. God’s answer to this is to ask Him for what you need rather than putting others down. Our Father will give us good gifts when we ask Him for them, and this releases us to treat others with love rather than view them as competitors. Even though, “the golden rule” can be generally applied to any situation, the basic context is relating to non-condemning judgment of others. We should rather show mercy when evaluating others because that is what we wish others would show to us. 

	III. Taking the Way That Endures    (Matt 7:13-29; Lu 6:43-49)
	Key Idea: We must follow the teachings of Jesus if we are to endure the storms of life and spend eternity with Him. 

	7. From Matt 7:13-14 describe the two gates (v13, 14) and where they lead (v13, 14). What does Jesus command (v13) and what reality does He state (v14)? What is the narrow gate?
	The narrow gate opens to the narrow way, and the reality is that few find it although it is the only gate that leads to life. On the other hand the wide gate ushers many more people down the “broad” road that leads to destruction. Jesus commands His disciples to enter – their path of life presumably – by the narrow gate, even though it is more restrictive, because it leads to life. The only true life is the life of God, and the only way to enter God’s life is through Jesus, the narrow gate, who is “the way, the truth, and the life”. This is the natural interpretation since Jesus was the One who was teaching His ideas of the kingdom of God and He had just called these men as His disciples. This means we must make a conscious effort to find and enter the narrow gate; left to what comes “naturally” we will take the easy, broad way and be destroyed. 

	8. Using Matt 7:15-20 and Lu 6:43-45 of what must we beware and why (v15)? How can we spot them (v16-18, 20), where does this originate (Lu 6:44-45), and what is their outcome (Matt 7:19)? 
	We must beware of false prophets because they come to us disguised in sheep’s clothing, while inwardly they are but ravenous wolves. We will spot them by their fruits – the outward behavior that their true nature produces. We are to be “fruit inspectors” (especially of those we follow) and from this deduce the nature of the person bearing the fruit. We must be careful to not use our standard for the behavior, but God’s, however; this is tricky because everything is not always black and white. But as we observe someone’s pattern or actions over time we can say what they are behaviorally. This will enable us to avoid those “leaders” who say one thing, but do another. We must follow those who have good character, not just those who speak well. Their behavior originates in their heart and those who are evil, or who counsel evil, will be cut down and thrown into the fire of judgment. 

	9. Based on Matt 7:21-23 who gets into the eternal kingdom (v21) and who does not (v21, 22)? How will Jesus treat them and why (v23)? Apply. 
	Those who are allowed to enter the kingdom of heaven are those who do the will of the Father, not those who “call” Him Lord. Talk is cheap; those who live a life surrendered to His Lordship are the ones who are fit for the kingdom. While some may do miracles, prophesy in His name, or cast out demons, these actions do not indicate a person’s allegiance to the Lord. They may be seeking only their own glory and will be cast from the presence of God in the judgment. It is easy to live a double life, doing the “big” things but omitting the daily details of obedience that indicate a desire to please the Lord in all we do. Those who do it for their own reasons do not know the Lord, so they will not be able to spend eternity with Him. 

	10. Read Matt 7:24-28. What two scenarios for His hearers does Jesus depict (v24-25, 26-27) and what is the difference (v24, 26)? How did these teachings affect Jesus’ hearers (v28-29)? 
	The two scenarios for life for Jesus’ hearers are those who build upon rock or sand. Those who build on the rock are wise because the storms of life cannot cause them to fall. However, those who build on the sand will not weather these storms, and their fall will be great. The difference between the two is that those who build on the rock not only hear the words of Jesus, but they also act on them; those who build on sand only hear His words, but fail to apply them. This contrast reveals at least two things: first, there will be storms that test the integrity of our lives. Secondly, the integrity of our lives will be determined by how we apply (obey) the teachings of Jesus. This shows us that we not only receive life when we die when we believe in Jesus; we also receive a life that will withstand the storms of this life when we follow Him. When Jesus finished all these teachings the people were amazed because His words rang true with real authority, unlike their scribes who simply quoted one another. Jesus knew the truth because He is the Truth. 

	11. Summarize the treasures that believers are to love and hate, the type of treatment of others that they are to embody and resist, and the way of living that are to take and avoid. 
	We are to love heavenly treasure and hate earthly treasure; we are to treat others with mercy rather than condemnation; and we are to follow the narrow way of Jesus, applying His teachings to our lives in every detail. All of these are very practical – when we love heavenly possessions, they last, when we treat others with mercy, we will receive mercy, and when we follow Jesus’ narrow way we will build a life that can withstand the storms of this life and lead us to eternal life. When we love people, and not things, show mercy, and not condemnation, and intentionally follow Jesus rather than our selfish flesh, we will have a pattern for life that glorifies God and blesses us, even though it will come with sacrifices of self for the sake of His kingdom. 


