11-21-10 Lesson Notes (Acts 17:1-18:22) – Contempt Prior to Investigation
The Big Idea: Although most will reject the message of Christ even before they consider it, there will be many who believe when we share it. 

	I. Refusing and Persecuting             (17:1-15)
	Key Idea: When people refuse to believe the truth they eventually persecute those who proclaim it. 

	1. Read Acts 17:1-4. What was Paul’s next destination (v1)? Where did he “set up shop” (v1-2) and why (v2)? What three elements were the focuses of his message (v3) and what was the result (v4)? 
	Thessalonica, the capital city of Macedonia with a population of 200,000 plus, was their next destination as they journeyed along the Egnatian Way (one of the “super-highways” of the ancient world). As was Paul’s custom, he set up shop in the synagogue, reasoning with them from the Scriptures for three consecutive Sabbaths. His purpose was to give evidence from the Old Testament that “the Christ” (Messiah) 1) had to suffer 2) and then rise again, and that 3) Jesus, who had fulfilled the prophecies of the Messiah, was truly the Christ that they had long awaited. Some of them (Jews) were persuaded and joined Paul and Silas, along with a great multitude of the God-fearing Greeks (Gentiles) and a number of the leading women. 

	2. From 17:5-9 what was the Jewish reaction to Paul’s success (v5)? What action did they take initially (v5), but what did they do instead (v6)? What was their charge (v6, 7) and was it true? Was that a good or bad thing? What was the outcome (v8-9)? 
	When the other Jews saw Paul’s success they became jealous and took some evil men from the marketplace to help form a mob and cause an uproar. Thinking that the missionaries were with Jason, they mobbed his house so they could take them. They weren’t there, so instead they dragged Jason and some brethren before the city authorities, shouting that the men who had upset the world had come to Thessalonica, and Jason had welcomed them. Furthermore, they accused them of acting contrary to the decrees of Caesar by saying that there was another king, Jesus. One of the more serious charges in the Roman empire was that of disturbing the peace; even more serious than that was sedition - proposing allegiance to a king other than Caesar, since he was considered not only a king, but also a god. The charge of having “upset the world” (the older translations said, “who have turned the world upside down”) was an accurate charge because that is exactly what Jesus intended to do – to upset the world’s evil practices and lead them to repentance and faith in Jesus. So, this was a good thing because the “world” of Thessalonica had been knocked off dead center; forcing people to consider the claims of Christ. At the conclusion of all this the authorities secured a pledge from Jason and the others – presumably to not create another uproar - and then released them. They really couldn’t honor this pledge if they kept talking about Jesus, though, because He always upsets the comfort zone of people, turning their world upside down. 

	3. Using 17:10-15 what occurred next and where did they go (v10)? How did they respond (v11) and how can we apply this? What 2 things resulted (v12, 13) and to what did this lead (v14-15)?
	When the missionary band left at night from Thessalonica and arrived at Berea, they went into the synagogue there. These Bereans, though, were more “noble-minded” than the Thessalonicans. The word “noble-minded” signifies a person high in rank, so they are less threatened by considering another position. Thus, they received the Word with great eagerness (Gr, “prothumia”, to move forward in the mind, willing to consider) and examined the Scriptures to see if they should hold to these things. This is a good example for all of us – we must not be threatened by the teaching of someone else, but examine it to see if it is consistent with the Word of God. Many of the Bereans believed because of this, including a number of prominent Greek women and men, but when the Jews of Thessalonica heard of it they came and agitated the crowds as they had in their own town. Thus, the brethren sent Paul out to sea, leaving Silas and Timothy there. They actually took Paul as far as Athens and before they left he gave them a command to send Silas and Timothy as soon as possible.

	II. Rejecting and Sneering (17:16-34)
	Key Idea: Although those with a secular mindset will usually reject and sneer at God’s supernatural work, some will believe. 

	4. In Acts 17:16-21 how was Paul feeling in Athens and why (v16)? What did he do first (v17) and who joined in the discussion (v18)? What did they say and why (v18), and to what did this lead (v19-21)? 
	When Paul was walking about in Athens his spirit was provoked (to be easily angered) because he saw all the idols (images of Greek gods) across the city. As he did customarily he reasoned in the synagogues with Jews and God-fearing Gentiles, but also in the marketplace with whoever happened to be present. This was a typical practice of the Athenian philosophers who loved to discuss and dispute new ideas. Some of those who were present were Epicureans – pain is bad, so eliminate it – and Stoics, who believed that balance and composure in life was most important. Some called Paul an “idle babbler” (a “seed picker”; they accused him of picking and choosing from various philosophies to form his own unique version), while others characterized him as a proclaimer of strange deities because he was preaching Jesus as God and proclaiming His resurrection. In order to investigate this “new” belief these philosophers took Paul to the Areopagus, a “court” where Paul would have to defend his teachings. This was a tremendous opportunity for Paul in terms of the expansion of the faith. 

	5. Based on 17:22-29 how did Paul approach these philosophers (v22-23)? What did he tell them about the true God (v24-25, 26, 27-28, 29), and about His purpose (v27)? 
	Paul’s approach to the philosophers was to build a common ground as he launched his defense. He noted that they were very religious in all respects – they had a god for everything – and that they had even “covered their bases” by having an altar to “an unknown god”. He used this as the basis to reveal the true God. He told them that the true God (whom he worshiped) was the Creator of all things and did not dwell in temples made with human hands. Because He is over all He doesn’t even need to be served by His creation, mankind, but rather He is the One who has given all mankind life and breath - He is the source of life. Furthermore, He made every nation from one man and placed them into the geographical regions that would optimize their desire or need to seek Him, showing that His purpose was to draw all to Him. He did not mean, though, that God is not hard to find; rather, He is not far from us and we have been made in His image – to which even some of the Roman poets had alluded when they said that man is the “offspring” of God. Paul concluded that man should not suppose, then, that the Divine nature can be depicted by idols made of gold, silver, or stone, as seemed to be the case with the Greeks and their gods. 

	6. Read 17:30-34. What did Paul urge them to do (v30) and why (v30, 31)? What reaction did this cause (v32) and why? What were the results (v33, 34)? 
	Paul then drew his message to a close with an urgent call to action. He told them that God had overlooked the times of ignorance (this is similar to his message to those at Lystra, Acts 14:16) but now was declaring that all men everywhere repent. The reason was that He had fixed a day in which He would judge the world in righteousness through a “Man” whom He had appointed, having furnished proof to all men of His centrality by raising Him from the dead. When they heard about the resurrection (this was a different group from the Epicureans and Stoics) some began to sneer while others said they wanted to hear about this again. At that point Paul left with some who had believed, including Dionysius, an Areopagite, and Damaris, a woman along with some others. 

	III. Resisting and Cursing (18:1-22)
	Key Idea: Even though people resist the message of Jesus and curse at His servants, we must not stop sharing. 

	7. From 18:1-4 where did Paul go next (v1) and who did he encounter (v2)? Why did he stay with them (v3) and what did he do (v3, 4)? What does this reveal about Paul’s heart? 
	After Athens Paul went to Corinth, a major seaport on the Aegean coast. It was like the New Orleans or Las Vegas of that day, so it was a huge mission opportunity. When he got there he encountered Aquila and Priscilla who had been driven from Rome in the Jewish persecution (A.D. 49) by the Roman emperor Claudius. He stayed with them because they were all tent-makers by trade. As he made tents he also reasoned in the synagogue every Sabbath, trying pursue Jews and Greeks (God-fearers apparently). This portion of the story shows that Paul was willing to work with his hands to “raise his support” even while he pursued his calling from the Lord. He certainly wasn’t in it for the money. 

	8. Using 18:5-11 who rejoined Paul and what did he then do (v5)? What occurred (v6) and to what did this lead (v7, 8)? How did God encourage Paul (v9-10) and what resulted (v11)? Apply. 
	When Silas and Timothy came down from Macedonia and rejoined Paul he began devoting himself completely to the Word, wholly absorbed with testifying to the Jews that Jesus was the Christ. However, they resisted him and blasphemed (cursed), so he shook out his garments and said, “Your blood be on your own heads! I am clean. From now on I will go to the Gentiles.” So, he went next door to the house of Titius Justus, a worshiper of God, and set up shop there. Many believed while he taught there, including Crispus, the leader of the synagogue, and were baptized. While he was there he was apparently under attack because God came to him in a vision telling him to no longer be afraid but to go on speaking. He told him that He was with him, that no man would attack him to harm him, and that He had many people in that city. So, Paul settled there a year and a half and taught the Word of God among them. This story shows that initial opposition may not mean that we are to move on; we must be sensitive to God’s leading because there may be great fruit where we are if we will patiently teach His Word. 

	9. According to 18:12-17 what did the Jews then do (v12-13) and what was the proconsul’s reaction (v14-16)? What happened next and how did Gallio respond (v17)? 
	When Gallio was proconsul of Achaia (July, A.D. 51 – June, A.D. 52) the Jews rose up as one against Paul and brought him before the judgment seat. They charged him with persuading men to worship God contrary to the Law and when Paul started to defend himself, Gallio stopped him. He told the Jews that he would listen to them if they had a matter of wrong or of a vicious crime of which to accuse Paul; but since this was a question about words and names and their own law the was unwilling to deal with it. He told them to look after it themselves and then he drove them away from the judgment seat. In classic fashion they then took it out on Sosthenes, a new ruler of the synagogue, by beating him in front of the judgment seat. Gallio, however, was unconcerned about these things. 

	10. In 18:18-22 how did Paul respond to this (v18) and how does this relate to 18:9-10? What did he then do (v18, 19)? What was he asked how did he respond (v20-21)? Where did he go (v22)? 
	Paul remained a few more days then left by sea for Syria along with Priscilla and Aquila. He had his hair cut, having completed the days for a vow he had made, and then came to Ephesus, where he left his fellow tent-makers. He entered the synagogue there and reasoned with the Jews, but didn’t stay long. He promised, however, to return to them if God willed, and then set sail from Ephesus. When he landed at Caesarea, he went up to the church and greeted them, then went down to Antioch. 

	11. Looking back at Paul’s 2nd missionary journey compare how the Jews, Bereans, and philosophers responded to the gospel message? Why did they make it “personal” with Paul? Think about your life—why do people do this to you when you share Jesus?  
	The Jews at Thessalonica and Corinth rejected Paul out of hand, having decided ahead of time that Jesus could not possibly be the Christ. This led to persecution repeatedly because they were jealous of his success and their corresponding potential loss of power. The Berean Jews were more open to seeking the truth, though. They searched the Old Testament scriptures to see if the things that Paul was preaching were true and many of them believed. The “secular humanists” of the day, the Athenian philosophers, were curious, but not true seekers of God; when the message of the resurrection of Jesus was presented they began to sneer, as most do today who are not “church-going” people. All of the disbelievers made it personal about Paul because it threatened their power base and comfort zone. We can expect no less from people today. We must remember, though, that many do believe when we present the message of Jesus, and not let those who scoff and disbelieve stop us from sharing this message of life and hope. 


