I Samuel 13-15 - Removing All Doubt- Daily Study Questions 
The Big Idea: When we rely on our own opinion of ourselves to determine our actions, we get in the way of God’s plan and desires for us
	I. The Impatience of Saul:              (13:1-23)
	Key Idea: We must wait on God’s timing and blessing before we act

	1. In 13:1-7 when did Saul become king? (v.1) How many men did Jonathan have? Saul? (v.2) What did Jonathan accomplish? (v.3) How did the Philistines react? (v.4-5) The reaction of Israel and Saul’s men? (v.6-7)
	In the previous chapter, Saul had finally taken his position as king and this chapter begins by telling us that Saul was 30 years old when he officially became king and ruled for 40 years. Of the 3000 men that were with Saul, he gave a thousand to Jonathan and kept the other two thousand with himself. This seems to indicate, yet again, Saul’s insecurity and fear. Jonathan then proceeds to attack and defeat the garrison at Gibeah with those thousand men. Saul announces this victory to all Israel. Also, the people became aware that the Philistines were very upset with Israel because of Jonathan’s victory. The Philistines proceeded to amass 30,000 chariots, 6,000 horsemen, and people “like sand which is on the seashore.” The people of Israel saw this and hid themselves in thickets, caves, cellars, and any other hiding places that they could find. Saul and his men stayed in Gilgal, the men trembling in fear.  

	2. Continuing in 13:8-14 what did Saul do and why? (v.8-9) When asked by Samuel, what did Saul give as his excuse? (v.10-12) What would be the consequence of Saul’s actions according to Samuel? (v.13-14) What was Saul’s basic problem here?
	Saul’s insecurity and impatience begin to rear their ugly heads openly here. Saul is supposed to wait for Samuel to offer the sacrifices before battle but became anxious when Samuel was not there on time. Saul chooses to act on his own, not asking God’s will, and Samuel arrives just as he finishes (obviously not that late). When confronted, Saul gives the excuse that he was afraid the men were going to leave him, and then subtly puts blame on Samuel for being late. He also tries to make himself look better by saying he “forced” himself to perform the sacrifice. “Forced” in the Hebrew literally means to compel one’s self, so there was no external pressure; it was simply his choice to do this. Samuel tells him that the consequence of his actions would be that his reign would not continue past himself. The Hebrew phrase indicates that God is speaking of Saul’s dynasty or posterity, i.e., that his rule will not continue beyond himself – significant because he has not yet been rejected as king. Saul’s two problems here are impatience and an unwillingness to accept responsibility for his actions. These stem from his core issue of insecurity, his lack of belief that God could accomplish His will through Him. 

	3. From 13:15-23 how many men were still with Saul after this rebuke? (v.15) What were the Philistines doing? (v.16-18) How many swords did Israel have and why? (v.19-23)
	Saul has lost all but 600 of his men. Saul, his men, and Jonathan were stationed at Geba and the Philistines were camped at Michmash. They had three companies spread out through the area. In other words, the Philistines were surrounding and overwhelming the Israelites. To make matters much worse, the people of Israel had no blacksmiths. If they need any metal work done or any tool sharpened, they had to rely on the Philistines to get it done since they were the technologically superior nation. They would not allow the people of Israel to obtain weapons; in fact only Saul and Jonathan owned swords. This fact will be significant later in the study as we see what God does through them. The application to our own lives is that our unwillingness to wait on God can have far reaching consequences, affecting more than just our own lives.

	II. The Insecurity of Saul:      (14:1-46)
	Key Idea: When we act based on our insecurities, we let pride overwhelm good sense.

	4. In 14:1-23 where did Jonathan and his armor bearer go? (v.1-3) What did the Lord do through them (v.4-14) and why? (v.6)? How did the Philistines react? (v.15) and how did Saul and Israel respond? (v.16-22) What resulted? (v.23)
	Jonathan, unlike his father Saul, was a man of great courage and faith. He determined to go with his armor-bearer and see the Philistine garrison. His father, however, was simply sitting with his men at Gibeah. The contrast is extreme. Jonathan, bold in his trust in the Lord, asked his armor-bearer to go with him on a test of how the Lord would work for Israel. His statement, “…for the Lord is not restrained to save by many or by few,” (v.6) is beautiful picture of the depth of his faith in God. The sign that it was God’s will would be if the Philistines invited them up into the camp. Jonathan’s armor-bearer had great trust in his master for he followed him into an impossible situation without hesitation. God used them both to defeat 20 men on about an acre of land, sending great fear into the camp of the Philistines and causing their ranks to run. Saul, seeing this happening and learning that Jonathan was gone, took his men and pursued the Philistines. Even the Israelites who had joined the ranks of the Philistines turned on them. The Lord delivered Israel that day and the battle began to spread. Jonathan’s example shows us that one man’s complete surrender to God’s work can open up massive works of the Lord in our world. He is simply looking for those who trust Him with all their heart.

	5. Looking at 14:24-35 what was Saul’s foolish oath? (v.24-26) What was Jonathan’s response? (v.27-30) What was the outcome, good and bad? (v.31-35) Why was Saul’s oath wrong?
	Saul placed the people under an oath that cursed any man who ate before Saul had “avenged myself on my enemies.” (v.24) All the men were terribly hungry and they entered a forest with honey on the ground. Jonathan, unaware of his Saul’s silly and egotistical oath, ate some of the honey and was refreshed. The men informed him of Saul’s words and Jonathan lamented the foolishness of such an idea, seeing how much the men needed nourishment. As they defeated the Philistine armies, the men greedily fell upon the spoils, eating the sheep and oxen raw and consuming the blood as well. Since this broke the Mosaic law, Saul built an altar to the Lord to cook the meat and thus remove the sin of the people. This story reveals Saul’s great insecurities again. His response to the challenge before them was a complete contrast to the response of his son Jonathan. Jonathan sought to see the Lord’s will and have it accomplished to His glory, while Saul was more concerned about his own reputation – a fact made clear by the self-centered oath he made. We must remember that we are here to accomplish God’s will to His glory, not our own.

	6. From 14:36-46 what did Saul want to do (v.36-37) and God’s response? (v.37b) How did they discover what was wrong and what was Saul’s response? (v.38-44) The people’s? (v.45-46)
	Saul wanted to go down and finish the plunder and defeat of the Philistines. The men were with him on this but the priest called for them to inquire of the Lord first. Sadly, Saul remained completely oblivious to seeking God’s will before acting and had to be constantly reminded. When the priest sought God to find out an answer, God remained silent. Saul assumed that sin was in the camp and called for the men to reveal who had done it, promising to kill whoever it was, even if his own son Jonathan. The men remained silent and it fell to the priest to cast lots. The lots eventually fell to Jonathan as the culprit. Interestingly, the only one that calls what occurred here a sin is Saul. God remains silent altogether. All that had happened was that Saul’s oath had been violated and God simply honored it, foolish or not. Saul’s reaction was, as usual, in the extreme; he wanted to kill Jonathan. The men’s respect for Jonathan, however, was so great that they were unwilling to allow this to occur. They had seen how God had worked through him and protected him from his father’s foolishness. Already Saul has shown himself to be more worried about his own reputation than the glory of the Lord. His plan for enforcement of his oath, which arose from his self-centeredness, is extreme because of his emotional immaturity and insecurity. 

	III. The Incomplete Obedience of Saul: (14:47-15:35)
	Key Idea: The Father wants full obedience, not our definition of obedience.

	7. Continuing in 14:47-15:3 how did Saul begin his reign? (v.47-48) What characterized the time that Saul ruled Israel? (v.52) What did the Lord command Saul to do? (15:1-3)
	Saul began his reign with much warfare, fighting Israel’s enemies on all sides and delivering them from their oppressors. Saul was at war with Philistines throughout his reign and the war was severe; thus he continually added men of valor to his armies while he was king. In the midst of this Samuel came one day to Saul with a word from the Lord. He told Saul to exterminate the Amalekites, a group of people who had been among the first to threaten Israel as they left Egypt. Because of their ill treatment of Israel, not only then, but also throughout their history (see Gen 15:16 and Ex 17:16) God had singled them out for judgment. The time was ripe for Him to call for the complete annihilation of the nation and its resources.

	8. As we continue in 15:4-16 whom did Saul ask to leave the Amalekites? Why? (v.4-6) Did Saul obey? (v.7-9) The Lord response? (v.10-11) When confronted, what did Saul say? (v.12-16)
	Saul’s army was much larger now, with 200,000 foot soldiers from the rest of Israel and 10,000 men from Judah. As he comes to attack the Amalekites, they encounter the Kenites who were the descendants of Moses’ father-in-law Jethro. They had been kind to the Israelites and so Saul asked them to leave the area so they would not be affected by the coming battle. Saul attacked the Amalekites but it was as if the Lord had not even spoken to him. Not only did he choose to spare all the best of the flocks and herds but he also captured the king, Agag, rather than killing him as God had told him. Because of this the Lord declared that He completely regretted choosing Saul in the first place as king. This doesn’t mean that He changed His mind, or made a mistake; it was His way of revealing His feeling about Saul’s sin and inadequacy. This response greatly upset Samuel as well; worse yet, when Samuel came to see Saul, Saul had the audacity to say that he had obeyed the command of the Lord. If this were true, Samuel asked why there were sheep and cattle still alive, and his response was typical. Rather than accepting his responsibility as their leader, Saul immediately placed the blame on the people.  Then, to make it sound better, he claimed that they had kept their sacrifice to the Lord.

	9. In 15:17-23 what was Samuel’s question for Saul? (v.17-19) How did Saul respond? (v.20-21) Was it an honest response? Why or why not? Why was Saul’s disobedience so bad? (v.22-23)
	Samuel asked Saul a two-fold question, with the first part addressing his unwillingness to accept his position of leadership. Samuel rhetorically asked if God had not chosen him, despite his beliefs about himself, and made him king, giving him all the responsibilities that go with that position. The second part of the question related to the first part. With all that Samuel had reminded him about in the first part he asked Saul why he had directly disobeyed God’s command to destroy all of the people of Amalek, as well as their flocks and herds. Saul continued to insist he was obedient and shifted the blame for the taking of the spoils to the people who merely wanted to have something to sacrifice to the Lord. Samuel points out that the sacrifices mean nothing if offered from a disobedient heart. God, in fact, sees rebellion as being the same as witchcraft and insubordination the same as idolatry. The reason is that both witchcraft and idolatry are employed to get what one wants apart from dependence on God. This is why God takes obedience seriously, and that there is no such thing in God’s eyes as partial obedience. We either obey fully or not at all; in fact it is the last part (the hardest part) of obedience that reveals whether we trust God or not. Saul was unwilling to take responsibility for any of his actions and the results were devastating for him. His unfaithfulness finally destroyed him. 

	10. Finishing in 15:24-35 how did Saul respond to the Lord’s words? (v.24-25) and Samuel to Saul’s? (v.26-29) What was Saul’s plea? (v.30) What was done to Agag the king? (v.32-33) What were the relational results? (v.34-35)
	While Saul was devastated, he seemed more worried about his image before the people than whether or not he was right with the Lord. He did not need Samuel to worship the Lord because he had the priests, but Samuel’s presence would seem to “legitimize” his standing before the people, making him look better. Knowing this, Samuel told him that he would not go with him, rather pointing out that God had rejected him as king because Saul had rejected God’s Word. Saul tried to physically restrain Samuel and tore Samuel’s robe. However, this was used by God as another way to make clear to Saul that His decision to tear the kingdom away from him was final; there would be no changing of His mind. Saul kept insisting, though, and Samuel relented, but sadly, in the process, Saul referred to God as Samuel’s God, not his. So, Samuel returned with Saul and surprised Agag, the Amalekite king, by literally hacking him to pieces at Gilgal. Samuel and Saul would not see each other again in life. Samuel was greatly grieved by the decisions of Saul and his rejection as king, and the Lord also was grieved that He had made Saul king. Disobedience is a serious thing; it destroys so much and places huge barriers in our lives - especially when we will not own our responsibility for it.  

	11. Looking back, how in your own life do you get ahead of God instead of waiting on Him? (Chap 13) Why do we make oaths to God for the wrong reasons and what results? (14:1-46) What are some Saul-like ways we partially obey God and try to label it full obedience? (14:47-15:35)
	Like Saul, we all have the issue of impatience due to our desire for control and it can manifest itself in many ways. We may, like Saul, choose to act on our own, or choose to give up on God’s will for our lives, or simply become bitter and angry. Regardless of these poor responses, each one will drive a wedge between us and our Father. We must release our need to control the outcome and let Him work in His way and His time. An example of this is Saul’s foolish oath; he did this both because of his pride, as well as his insecurity. Other reasons we “take control” with such bold pronouncements can be to impress those around us or to even try to manipulate God. Unlike Hannah’s oath which was made from a heart of true surrender, these oaths are made for our benefit only and they will always blow up in our face somehow. It is better to simply seek God’s will and let Him work His way. Unfortunately, attempts at partial obedience are a very human characteristic. Saul attempted to keep what he wanted instead of obeying God fully. Similarly, we can try to hurry God’s timing along instead of going at His pace. Also, we sometimes will tell Him that He can be a part of every area of our life except ______, (fill in the blank). God wants all of our heart and will accept nothing less than full surrender and obedience.


