Daily Study Questions for Genesis 21-23 – Staking Your Claim
The Big Idea: True faith always results in visible life change. 
	I. A Challenging Transition (21)
	Key Idea: Although change is challenging, when God ordains it we must obediently make the trip.

	1. Read Genesis 21:1-8. What did God do for Sarah (v1-2) and when (v2, 5)? How did Abraham obey (v3, 4) and what was the overall reaction (v6-8)? 
	God “took note” of Sarah (the Heb, “paqad”, means to show individual attention to), personally insuring that His promise to her for a son would occur. This promise of child-bearing took place in Abraham and Sarah’s old age (100 and 90 years old respectively) at the time God had appointed. This shows us that there are no natural limits on God; He is sovereign over natural processes and simply has to command that the “natural” be suspended so that His Word will be fulfilled. Abraham obeyed God by naming His son “Isaac” (laughter) and by circumcising him at eight days old. The overall reaction to this event was laughter, but not the type Sarah had at first, which was skeptical laughter. Now she was able to laugh at herself and others could laugh with her that God had blessed her in such a miraculous way. This was truly a time for celebrating God’s goodness for giving them Isaac.

	2. Looking at 21:9-14 what did Sarah do (v10) and why (v9-10)? How did this affect Abraham (v11) and how did God comfort him (v12, 13)? 
	Sarah saw Ishmael making fun of Isaac one day and told Abraham to banish Hagar and her son. The underlying fear that Sarah had was that Ishmael would be a co-heir with Isaac, her son. This was a faithless act because God had told Abraham that it was through Isaac that his descendants would be named (v12) so it was unnecessary to drive them out. This was probably just a smoke-screen by Sarah because the real reason was the ongoing conflict that had begun when Hagar became pregnant with Ishmael. This request distressed Abraham because he cared about Ishmael, but God comforted him by revealing that he would make of Ishmael a nation (He had told Hagar this in 16:10, but she apparently hadn’t told Abraham). The point is that God had it all under control and would overcome the abusive reaction that Sarah had towards Hagar and Ishmael. Later this would be used as an object lesson in Gal 4 to symbolize salvation by faith (Abraham and Isaac) versus salvation by works (Hagar and Ishmael), but this usage doesn’t make right what Sarah did to Hagar.

	3. Using 21:14-21 what happened to Hagar and Ishmael (v14-15) and how did she react (v16)? How did God encourage her (v17, 18, 19) and Ishmael (v20-21)? Apply. 
	When Hagar and Ishmael were driven out Abraham personally saw them off, giving them bread and a skin of water, and they departed into the wilderness (which was essentially desert-like conditions). When the water was depleted Hagar left Ishmael under the bushes and went some distance away because she didn’t want to see him die. As she sat there and loudly wept God heard the boy and her crying and called out to her. He addressed her concern and encouraged her by telling her that He had heard the crying of her son; she should therefore arise, lift him up, and hold him by the hand. Instead of his dying God would make a great nation of him; at this point God opened up Hagar’s eyes and she saw a well to replenish the skin. Ishmael drank of it, and then grew as God was with him. He lived in the wilderness of Paran and Hagar got a wife for him from Egypt. This is really an amazing story of God’s compassion because Ishmael was not the promised son. He takes care of the outcasts like Hagar and Ishmael if they will allow Him to do so. We should care for them as well. 

	4. From Gen 21:22-34 what deal did Abimelech and Abraham make (v23, 24) and why (v22)? What conflict arose (v25-26) and what were the results (v27-32, 33-34)?
	Since Abimelech could observe that God was blessing Abraham in everything he did he wanted Abraham to swear that he would not deal falsely with any of his descendants. Rather, just as Abimelech had shown kindness to Abraham as he lived in his land, he would also show kindness to Abimelech’s descendants. Abraham agreed to this, but then revealed that a conflict had arisen over one of his wells that the servants of Abimelech had seized. This made the covenant even more meaningful since it peacefully settled a dispute. Abraham’s part to the covenant was to give sheep and oxen to Abimelech, and in addition he set apart seven ewe lambs to confirm that the well was his. This was the origin of the name of Beersheba which means “well of the sevenfold oath”. After Abimelech and Phicol left Abraham planted a tamarisk tree and called on the name of “El Olam”, the Everlasting God. This was his typical pattern, to worship God for every blessing. 

	II. A Critical Test (22:1-19)
	Key Idea: No matter how great the sacrifice is that God commands, we must obey in faith, knowing that God will never fail us. 

	5. In 22:1-3 what “test” did God give Abraham (v1-2)? How did Abraham respond (v3)? What does this tell us? 
	God tested Abraham by commanding him to take his son, his only son, the son of his love, Isaac, to a mountain to be revealed and sacrifice him there as a burnt offering. This was not a test for God to discover Abraham’s faithfulness, but a test that would reveal to Abraham just how much he trusted God. Abraham’s immediate response was to arise early the next morning and go, taking his son and wood for a burnt offering. Hebrews 11:17-19 tells us that he knew that God would raise Isaac from the dead if He allowed him to take his life even though there would be the gap between the time he sacrificed him and the time he was raised from the dead. This was an amazing response, but we must remember that it came at the end of his faith journey rather than the beginning. He had seen God do incredible things as he trusted Him, and this would be one more test, as well as the greatest since Isaac was the son of promise. This story shows that the only right response to God’s command is to obey immediately whether it makes sense or not. 

	6.  Looking at 22:4-8 how did Abraham express his faith in God (v4-5, 6, 8)? How do you think Isaac’s question made Abraham feel? 
	Abraham expressed his faith in God by telling the young men to stay with the donkeys and wait for him and Isaac, saying they would worship on the mountain and return to them. He also showed his faith in God by laying the wood on Isaac to carry and taking his knife with him. Finally, when Isaac asked where the sacrifice was Abraham told him that God would provide for Himself the lamb for the burnt offering (a foreshadowing of Jesus’ sacrifice). This question must have ripped the heart of Abraham since this was now his only son that he loved, but he followed through in faith anyway. 

	7. Read 22:9-14. What, in detail, did Abraham do (v9, 10)? How did God respond (v11-12, 13) and why (v12)? What does this parallel? What did Abraham name the place (v14)? 
	When they arrived at the place God had revealed to Abraham he built the altar, arranged the wood, bound Isaac, and laid him on top of the altar. He then stretched out his hand with the knife to kill (slaughter as a sacrifice) him and at that point God called to him, “Abraham, Abraham” to stop him. God told him to not kill his son, telling Abraham that He now knew that he feared Him since he had not withheld his only son from Him. He then showed Abraham a ram caught in the thicket for a sacrifice in place of Isaac, which was a picture of Jesus being offered up by His Father for us; it is also a lesson for all of us as parents to give our children to God. He will not allow harm to come to them because we have done this, but will protect them so that His purposes for them will be fulfilled. Because God had provided a substitute Abraham named the place Jehovah-Jireh, meaning in the mount of the Lord it will be provided (or seen). 

	8. Using 22:15-19 what did God reconfirm to Abraham (v17, 18) and why (v15-16)? What did Abraham do next (v19) and what does this teach?
	After this event God reconfirmed His covenant with Abraham and Isaac, swearing that He would greatly bless him and multiply his seed as the stars of the heavens, or sands of the seashore. Furthermore, his seed would possess the gates of their enemies (be victorious over their enemies). After this Abraham returned to the young men, they arose together and went to Beersheba where Abraham lived. Life returned to normal, but they would never be the same. 

	III. A Confident Transaction (23:3-20)
	Key Idea: True faith makes a substantial investment in the promises of God. 

	9. From 22:20-23:2 what good news (v20-24, 23:1) and what bad news (23:2) did Abraham receive? What does this show about life, even for believers? 
	The good news that Abraham got was that his brother, Nahor, had had several children born to him. The main point of this was that his youngest, Bethuel, had a daughter named Rebekah who would later become Isaac’s wife. The bad news that Abraham received was that his wife Sarah died at the age of 127. He mourned over the death of his life partner with whom he had been through so much. This short segment shows us that “life” happens to everyone, even outstanding people of faith, so we must make the most of every event in life and not take anything too personally.

	10. According to 23:3-20 what did Abraham ask (v3-4), what was the response (v5-6), and how did the story unfold (v7-20)? How did Abraham “stake his claim” in God’s promises by this action?  
	Abraham asked for a burial site in Kiriath-arba (aka Hebron) even though he was a stranger and sojourner there. When Ephron the Hittite, owner of a field in Machpelah, offered him a site for nothing Abraham insisted on paying for it. They eventually agreed on an amount, four hundred shekels of silver, and Abraham was able to bury Sarah in the land of Canaan. As in all family burial plots this would become a focal point for Abraham’s future generations. This was their first property that was deeded to them in the promised land. So, by Abraham’s action he was giving tangible evidence that he believed in the promises of God. 

	11. Summarize from Gen 21-23 the various ways Abraham expressed his faith, and the ways that God supported him. How should we apply the story of God’s test of Abraham? 
	Abraham showed his faith in God by obeying the naming of Isaac and the ritual of circumcision. He also trusted God by sending Ishmael off at Sarah’s request, willing to accept the transition to Isaac as his sole heir. He then was willing to make an agreement with Abimelech because he knew that God would take care of him. Furthermore, when he offered Isaac as a sacrifice he was expressing his faith that God would bring him back to life if necessary to fulfill His promise that Isaac would be the one through whom Abraham would bless the world. Finally, Abraham bought land in Canaan to bury Sarah, showing that he truly believed that God would give him that land even though he was a mere sojourner in it. God’s tests of Abraham’s faith resulted in Abraham’s realization of just how much he trusted God, and were never intended to waylay him. We must similarly carry out whatever God commands, knowing that He is not playing games with us, but is confirming His faithfulness and our faith.


