Study Questions for Ezekiel 12-17 – It All Starts at the Top
The Big Picture: When we rebel against God it will have disastrous consequences, not only for us, but for those we influence as well. 
	I. Impending Disaster (12-13)
	Key Idea: God’s promised judgment can be fulfilled at any time, so we must take it seriously. 

	1. Look at Ezek 12:1-16. What did God tell Ezekiel to do (v3-6)? Why did He command this (v2-3, 8) and what did it mean (v10-16)? 
	God told Ezekiel to act each day as if he were preparing to and then going into exile. He was to take his baggage out by day in their sight, then leave his house at night to go to another place. He was to dig a hole through the wall, then go through it with his baggage on his shoulder. He was further to cover his face so that he could not see the land. God told him to do this so that Judah might understand what was going to happen even though they refused to listen because of their rebellion. God wanted this to provoke them to questions. God often works this way; when we don’t understand directly because we don’t want to, He will give us experiences in our lives or others that will parallel the truth He wants us to understand. God was revealing that the prince (Zedekiah) and his people were about to go into exile; the prince would not see the land because his face would be covered (maybe in shame, maybe to not be recognized as he escaped), and he would not see the land of Babylon where he was going. Furthermore, God would destroy the people and disperse to the four corners; but He would leave a few who would go into the foreign lands to testify to their abominations and God’s judgment of them. Thus all would know that He was the Lord. Apply: We must consider what God is teaching us through life experiences as well as the Word. This is one of the best reasons to journal on a regular basis, because it gives us an opportunity to interpret where we are and what God is urging us to do in our lives. 

	2. In Ezek 12:17-28 what else was Ezekiel to do (v17-18) and what did this mean (v19-20)? What did the people think about this threat (v21-22) and what was God’s response (v23-28)? 
	Ezekiel was also to eat his bread with trembling and drink his water with quivering and anxiety, showing that the people would do the same thing soon because of the violence that would be in the land. Unfortunately, the people thought this was an idle threat – that it either wouldn’t happen at all, or wouldn’t happen for a really long time. God responded by telling them that the day of fulfillment was about to happen, with no more delay. This is what people always think about predictions of judgment, from the time of Noah until the day of the Lord’s return. But, make no mistake; God is delaying only to give people the opportunity to repent. When it becomes certain that none will repent His judgment will fall. Apply: We really don’t realize how bad things can get when we come under the hand of God’s discipline. We don’t want to believe it will be that bad so we continue in our sin and rebellion. God will fulfill His discipline suddenly – with warnings we have failed to heed – and then we will receive the consequences of our sinful behavior and attitudes. 

	3. From Ezek 13 what had the false prophets done wrong (v1-3, 4-5, 10) and how would God deal with them (v8-9, 11-16)? What would this reveal about Him (v14)? 
	The false prophets were first following their own wishes in what they prophesied, rather than God’s Spirit. They were also like foxes among ruins, scavengers for their own gain, rather than those who had plugged the holes in the walls so that the enemy couldn’t succeed in the day of battle. Finally, these false prophets had predicted peace when war was eminent. They had lied to them by telling them everything was wonderful when the opposite was true – they were whitewashing or plastering weak walls that would fall when God’s judgment came. He was going to bring this judgment and their whitewash would be revealed for how insubstantial it was. When the wall came down it would show the poor foundation upon which it was built. All of this would reveal clearly that He was the Lord. Apply: We often want to make people feel better so we tell them what they want to hear, rather than what they need to hear. We also take advantage of their situation for our own gain (although we don’t admit it). What we must do is plug the holes in the wall, whether that means telling them the truth or preparing them for the upcoming onslaught. We must have their best interests in mind.  

	II. Inexplicable Decisions (14-15)
	Key Idea: Our desire to be in control leads us to stupidly disobey God. 

	4. Using Ezek 14:1-11 what prevented the elders from getting God’s help (v3-4) and how would God respond (v3-4, 8-9)? Why (v5, 11)? Apply. 
	The elders of Israel had come to Ezekiel to seek a revelation from God, probably hoping for a word of deliverance. God told Ezekiel to tell them that He would not be consulted by them because they had set up idolatry in their hearts – it was part of who they were. This was the stumbling block of their iniquity – the very reason they were sinful; they served false gods so there would be no reason for God to tell them anything. Instead God would set His face against them so clearly that they would be signs and their experience of God’s judgment would become proverbial. If a false prophet spoke a word “from the Lord” to satisfy them God would destroy that prophet. God would carry out these judgments to lay hold of the hearts of Israel who were estranged from Him by their idols. He would judge them to bring them back to Him. Then they would no longer stray from Him and no longer defile themselves with all of these idolatrous transgressions. Then they would be His people and He would be their God. This passage shows us that God will not answer our prayers when we are in rebellion to Him – we won’t listen to Him anyway and it would not be good for us to be blessed while in rebellion. Also, God will bring judgment or discipline on us to turn us back to Him. He is always looking for our return, no matter how far we stray – unless we are better off just going on to eternity. Apply: If our hearts are not with God there is no point in asking God for help. It would be very unloving of Him to help us continue in our sin. We must first cast down the idols in our hearts before we come to Him in prayer. If we do this He promises to listen and respond. 

	5. According to 14:12-23 what would God do to Jerusalem (v13, 15, 17, 19, 21)? Who could not deliver them (v14) and why (v12)? Why would the survivors bring comfort to Ezekiel (v23)? 
	God was about to destroy Jerusalem’s supply of bread by sending a famine, thus effectively eliminating man and animals. He would also send the judgments of wild beasts, war, and plague against them. Their judgment could not be stayed because they were so far beyond repentance – even if Noah, Daniel and Job were present they would only save themselves by their righteousness (this is similar to the story of the overthrow of Sodom and Gomorrah in Gen 18-19). Interestingly, Daniel was alive in Babylon when this was written, so his righteousness was already legendary. But his presence in Jerusalem had not prevented the deportation in 605BC. This is a familiar theme in Ezekiel, that of personal responsibility. It shows the fallacy of thinking that being closely associated with a “holy man” can somehow accrue favor with God. But each person will be held accountable for their sin. Not all would be destroyed, however; and when Ezekiel saw how evil these survivors were he would be comforted knowing that God had not capriciously judged His people. They deserved it, so it would show that God was indeed just. Apply: We cannot receive the benefits of someone else’s righteousness close to us if we are in rebellion to God. Many go through life hoping that this is exactly what will happen. Each person, however, will be blessed for their own righteousness or receive the consequences of their disobedience. The only One who can save us from our sin is Jesus, and when we believe in Him we receive His righteousness. We will still, however, receive natural consequences and God’s discipline when we walk in disobedience. 

	6. Looking at Ezek 15 how was Israel useless like a vine (v3-4)? How would God deal with them (v7) and what would result (v8)? 
	As a usable wood vines are worthless. They are not strong enough to hang things on like a wooden peg, and when they are charred in the middle they will not even burn anymore. Jerusalem’s inhabitants were like this, so God would set His face against them and the fire of judgment would consume them anyway. This shows that God expects us to produce for Him – righteousness that will glorify Him. If we don’t it is because of our rebellion and He has no choice but to bring His discipline to bear on us. Apply: God expects usefulness from us in terms of kingdom value and His glory. The parable of the talents shows this very truth – the one servant who got no return on the Master’s investment was not just reprimanded for his unproductiveness, he was called a wicked and lazy slave. This shows that lack of usefulness is equivalent to wicked rebellion; it is natural to be productive and fruitful when we are walking in obedience to God. 

	III. Illogical Defections (16-17)
	Key Idea: It is illogical to turn from God when He has blessed us so much. 

	7. From 16:1-34 describe Israel’s early years (v1-5, 6-14) and her sin (v15-22, 23-26, 28-29, 30-34). How did God show her grace (v1-14) and justice (v27)? 
	This is really a parable about Jerusalem, the capital of Judah, rather than of Israel itself. However, it parallels Israel’s situation as well. At the root of Jerusalem’s family tree were Amorites and Hittites, both originally Canaanites. Similarly, Abram and Sarai were pagans from beyond the Euphrates, and not special people. It was God’s choice of the Jews (and Jerusalem) that made them special. Jerusalem was originally the town of Jebus, a central Jebusite city and was not the best city for a capital, economically or militarily. In fact it was unwanted as a capital by the Israelites when they entered the land. It wasn’t until the reign of David that it became the capital. Just like an unwanted child it was not given normal nurturing but was abandoned. However, God noticed (the God who sees, Gen 16:13) Jerusalem and told them to live and become as numerous as the plants of the field. Like a fine young lady Jerusalem grew up and became attractive, but only because God blessed them. He covered up their shameful past, entered into a marriage covenant with them, and made them one of the most beautiful cities on the earth. The nations of the earth were drawn to her because of the perfection and splendor God had bestowed on them. Sadly, Jerusalem trusted in the beauty God had given her and entered into spiritual adultery by adopting the gods of every nation that came through their city. They established high places for idolatrous worship everywhere and used all the elements set apart to the Lord to worship these idols. They sacrificed their children to these false gods and made them pass through the fire for them. Notably, they forgot their humble, unwanted and impoverished beginning. After all this they begin to multiply their idolatry and idolatrous shrines were placed at every corner. They even sought after Egypt, from whom they had been delivered by God, causing Him to become even angrier with them. They also committed spiritual adultery with their other enemies, the Assyrians and Babylonians, showing their foolishness and rebellion. They were even worse than prostitutes, though, because they didn’t take money for their immorality – they pursued it because they were simply unfaithful. This was amazing because of the grace that God had shown Israel (Jerusalem) in the beginning; however He would now show them His justice in the end. In the immediate vicinity God would cause the Philistines to come against them and oppress them. Apply: This is the story of all of us – God rescues us from the pit and when things begin to go better we forget about Him and indulge ourselves. The reason is probably control; just like Adam and Eve we want to be “god” and depend only on ourselves. This story shows us how foolish it is to not rely on God who always acts in our best interest (much more than we do for ourselves).

	8. In 16:35-62 what would Judah’s discipline be (v35-41) and how would this end (v42-43, 60-63)? Who was Judah worse than (v46-52)? 
	God would gather all the nations to Israel so they could see her shame as God judged her; they would overthrow her (which happened partially from 586BC-AD70, but fully in AD70 when Rome destroyed the city). Just as adulterous women were executed in Israel, so Jerusalem would be destroyed for her adultery/idolatry. She would be left naked and bare; a crowd of nations would be incited against her and this “mob” would stone her and cut her to pieces. All of their homes would be burned with fire; but in the end all of this discipline would eradicate their idolatry. This happened during the exile; idolatry would no longer be the issue for Israel that it had been prior to the exile. As a result God would be pacified in relation to them, and eventually He would renew His covenant with them so that it would become an everlasting covenant (this would be the “new covenant” spoken of in Jeremiah 31:27-34 and Ezek 36). At that time they would be completely forgiven and all would be faithful to Him. This is truly amazing when one considers that Judah was worse than even Sodom in their abominations to God, whose main sin was arrogance, self-indulgence, and disregard for the needy. Jerusalem, however, was even worse than this. Apply: One day the very things we depend on instead of God will turn on us and our foolishness and rebelliousness will be exposed. We will sow what we reap. The amazing thing, though, is that God loves us anyway and will eventually restore us. The only way that this will happen is by His initiative, so He not only brings us back to Him but also provides the way back and changes our hearts. 

	9. Using 17:1-10 how did the 1st eagle, Babylon, treat Israel, the vine (v4-6)? When Judah turned to Egypt (the 2nd eagle) against God’s will what did He promise (v7-10)? What can we learn from this? 
	Babylon plucked the leaders of Israel (symbolically Lebanon who was known for their tall cedars) in their first invasion and took them back to Babylon where they were treated relatively well. They also installed another king/governor in Jerusalem, who was Zedekiah, and were going to allow him to prosper there as their servant. Unfortunately, in rebellion to Jeremiah’s prophecies from God, Zedekiah rebelled and turned to Egypt, causing Babylon to come in again and completely destroy Jerusalem in 586BC. This is what God had told them would happen; their rebellious choice would not work out at all, but they would be withered up by the “east wind” (Babylon). This story shows us that rebellion always costs us, even when the current situation is less than the optimum. If God tells us to do something, even though we might want a better scenario, it is in our best interest to be obedient and not question Him. Apply: Just because things don’t work out according to our hopes we are still wise to accept God’s will in the matter. He will not allow us to prosper in a scenario contrary to what He has assigned us. 

	10. Looking at 17:11-24 what had Zedekiah (king in v7-10) done wrong (v11-14, 15)? What would result (v16-21)? What else would God do and why (v22-24)? 
	Zedekiah rebelled against the covenant with Babylon to remain in the land and govern it for them, receiving their protection in return. However, Zedekiah paid the price as he was taken to Babylon and saw his sons killed before his very eyes, which were then blinded. He eventually died in Babylon, never to return to Jerusalem. Furthermore, all Zedekiah’s choice troops would be killed and the inhabitants of Jerusalem would either be killed or scattered to every wind. They would all then know that He was the Lord. Graciously, though, in the end God would take another sprig from the cedar and would plant it on the high and lofty mountain, and it would become a stately cedar. Birds of every kind would nest under it and all the trees would know that He was the Lord. This was a reference to the Messiah in the last days whom God would raise up to rule over all the nations of the earth. God’s justice, mercy and sovereignty in this story show us that He alone is the Lord. He will perform what He has promised. Apply: If we decide to rebel against the situation God has placed us in – even if it is not our optimum scenario - we will experience an outcome much worse than we can imagine. God will eventually take care of the situation if we will just leave it in His hands and wait on Him. 

	11. From Ezek 12-17 how did Judah’s leaders show their stupidity (12:21-28, 13:1-16, 14:1-11, 15:1-8, 16:15-34, and 17:11-15)? How was God’s grace seen (16:1-14, 60-63, 17:22-24)?
	Judah’s leaders first showed their stupidity by questioning God’s integrity – saying that He would not fulfill His promise of judgment. They also were foolish in that they didn’t rebuild or plug the holes in the walls, but instead took advantage of the weakness of the people, like foxes among ruins. They prophesied good times when bad times were coming, leaving the people defenseless for the bad days ahead. The false female prophets even used sorcery instead of trusting in God, essentially resulting in the deaths that could have been prevented. The elders were unable to consult God because of their prideful, stupid idolatry and thus were on their own. All of this rebellion left them as useless as a grapevine and gave God no good reason to bless them. Furthermore, they turned the blessings of God into self-indulgence and then turned to false gods for further blessings, which was patently ignorant. Finally, when they could have at least made the best out of a bad situation (Babylon) they instead rebelled again and suffered grave consequences. All of this makes God’s grace seem that much more amazing. He had made “nobodies” into “somebodies”, even though they took this beauty and gave it away to others who had nothing to do with it. Even after their rebellion He would eventually renew His covenant with them, and He would install His King to rule over all the nations. Israel would achieve its prophesied destiny, but only because of God’s grace; it would have nothing to do with them. Apply: Everything rises and falls with leadership. Our wisest course of action is to simply obey God in everything. This will lead those under our influence to do the same thing, and their lives will be good as well. Even though God will be gracious to us, it is better to simply obey Him no matter what.  


