Daily Study Questions for Genesis 27-29
The Big Idea: Even though God will accomplish His purpose in spite of our sin, we will still receive the consequences of it. 
	I. A Stolen Blessing (27)
	Key Idea: Deception and lies always cause bad consequences for those involved. 

	1. Scan Genesis 27:1-17.What did Isaac request (v1-4) and why (v4)? What did Rebekah do about this (v5-10) and how did Jacob react (v11-12)? How did his mother respond (v13, 14-17)? 
	Isaac told Esau to go out to the field and hunt game for him, and then make it into one of his favorite dishes. He did this because he thought he was about to die and wanted to bless Esau, possibly not knowing that Jacob had already tricked him into giving it away to him. When Rebekah heard this she told Jacob about it and instructed him to carry out a deception she had planned so he could get Isaac’s blessing. He was to get two choice kids from the flock and she would make them into one of Isaac’s favorite dishes. He was then to go in to Isaac and get the blessing before he died. Jacob was afraid of this plan because Esau was hairy and he was smooth-skinned, and he knew that Isaac would probably realize he was trying to deceive him; this would result in a curse instead of a blessing. His mother, however, declared that the curse would be on her if this happened; but her plan was to cover Jacob with Esau’s hairy garments so that he would smell and feel like Esau when he went in to the nearly blind Isaac. 

	2. From 27:18-29 list the lies that Jacob told (v18-19, 20, 23-24). Why was Isaac deceived (v21-22, 26-27) and what can we learn from this? Describe Isaac’s blessing of his son (v27-29). 
	When Jacob went to Isaac he first lied about his identity, saying he was Esau the first-born. He then falsely told him that he had obeyed his instruction to hunt game, and when asked how he could have done it so quickly he said that the Lord God caused it to happen. In fact it was his mother, Rebekah, who had caused the food to be ready to eat. When he came close to Isaac he allowed him to touch the hairy garments on his hands to make him think he was Esau, and when asked if he really was Esau, he said yes. Isaac was deceived by Jacob because he was blind and, even though he suspected something phony was going on, he trusted his senses of smell and touch rather than asking for confirmation from God or someone else. This shows he was so desirous of blessing Esau that he didn’t take the necessary precautions to insure that he was doing the right thing. This is the way we often are; when we want to do something or believe something is a certain way we will not take our time to investigate thoroughly, probably for fear that we will find out that it wouldn’t be a good idea. This leads to a lot of problems for us. This, however, was in line with God’s sovereign purpose because Jacob was to have the blessing anyway. This blessing was that God would give him the dew of heaven and “fatness” of the earth, which would result in an abundance of grain and new wine. Furthermore, people would bow down and serve him, nations would bow down to him, he would be the master of his brothers, those who cursed him would be cursed, and those who blessed him would be blessed (we would be wise to continue as a nation to bless Israel based on this). This was essentially a repeat of the Abrahamic blessing or covenant. 

	3. Using 27:30-40 what happened when Esau came home (v30-32) and how did Jacob react (v33)? What did Esau do (v34, 35-36) and what did Isaac prophesy about him (v37, 38-40)? 
	When Esau returned later and told his father to arise and eat of his game so he could bless him, his father asked who he was. When Esau told him who he was Isaac began to tremble violently, wondering who it was that he just blessed. Esau, realizing what had occurred cried out with a great and bitter cry begging for the blessing. Jacob said his brother had taken away his blessing and Esau declared that he was rightly called Jacob (deceiver or supplanter) because he had supplanted him these two times, taking away his birthright and then his blessing. Isaac said there was nothing he could do and when Esau lifted up his voice with crying Isaac even cursed him. He told him that he would dwell away from the earth’s fertility, that no dew would fall on him, and that he would live by the sword and serve his brother. He would, however, break his yoke off his neck when he became restless. This was an accurate prophecy of the future of Esau (Edom) and their relationship with Israel. 

	4. From Gen 27:41-46 what was the result of Jacob’s deception (v41) and what was Rebekah’s reaction (v42-45)? What was her ultimate desire for Jacob and why (v46)? 
	The results of Jacob’s deception were several. First, Esau bore a grudge against him so strong that he wanted to kill him. He also had animosity against his parents and enjoyed making life miserable for them. Fear of what Esau might do to Jacob after Isaac’s death also led Rebekah to encourage Jacob to run to the land of his relatives. This would satisfy two of Rebekah’s desires; first, Jacob could get a wife that was not a Hittite like Esau’s, and second, that he would remove himself from harm’s way until Esau cooled down. 

	II. A Strategic Exit (28)
	Key Idea: God is never stymied by our fears but uses everything in our lives to bring about His purpose for us. 

	5. In 28:1-9 how did Isaac direct Jacob (v1, 2) and what did he pray for him (v3, 4)? After Jacob left what did Esau do (v9) and why (v5-8)? Using his entire story what was Esau like?
	Isaac directed Jacob to not take a wife from Canaan, but to go to Paddan-Aram where Bethuel, his father-in-law, lived and get a wife from the daughters of Laban, Rebekah’s brother. He prayed that God Almighty would bless him and make him fruitful, and multiply him so that he would become a company of peoples. He also prayed that he would be given the blessing of Abraham so that he would possess the land of Canaan which God had given to Abraham. Jacob obediently left to get a wife and when Esau saw that his parents didn’t like Canaanite wives, he promptly went and married a wife from the family of Ishmael. Looking over Esau’s life it is obvious that his values were different from those of his family. He despised his birthright, wanted to kill Jacob, and married Canaanite women. It is no wonder that God did not allow him to retain the blessing or to even get it back when he wept over it. In Hebrews 12 it says that he did not cry with tears of repentance to get back into the spiritual lineage of his father and Abraham, but rather cried simply because had lost the worldly blessings that would come from the blessing. 

	6.  Read 28:10-17. Describe Jacob’s dream after he left (v10-13) and what the Lord told him (v13-14, 15). What did Jacob say about his experience (v16-17)? 
	Jacob had a dream at Bethel (Luz) the night he left for Paddan-aram in which there was a ladder that connected earth and heaven. On this ladder the angels of God were ascending and descending and the Lord God was standing above it. The Lord’s words were basically a reaffirmation of the Abrahamic covenant; He identified Himself as the LORD, the God of his fathers Abraham and Isaac. He promised to give the land upon which he lay to him and his descendants. Furthermore they would be like the dust of the earth, spreading out in all directions. Finally, through these descendants all the families of the earth would be blessed. He also told Jacob that He was with him, that He would keep (protect) him wherever he went, and that He would bring him back to that land; He would not leave him until He had done what He promised. When Jacob awoke from this dream He exclaimed, “Surely the Lord was in the place and I did not know it.” He added that that place was awesome, none other than the house of God (Beth-El), the gate of heaven. 

	7. Looking at 28:18-22 how did Jacob memorialize his encounter (v18-19)? What did he ask of God (v20, 21) and what did he promise in return (v21, 22)? 
	Jacob took the stone that he had used as a pillow (ouch) the night before and set it up as a pillar and poured oil on top of it (this was a customary practice in that day). He not only did that but also changed the name of “Luz” to “Bethel” which means house of God. Finally, he made a vow to God that if He would be with him and keep him on his journey (which He had promised that night in the dream) and if He would give him food to eat and garments to wear, and if he returned to his father’s house in safety, then the Lord would be His God. He also promised that the pillar he had set up would be God’s house and that he would give Him a tenth of all He gave him in the process (like Abraham with Melchizedek, this shows that tithing was an accepted way of showing honor to one who was greater even before the Law of Moses prescribed it). These additions to what God had promised (on both sides) are typical of Jacob, the supplanter. He was always trying to work the angles.  

	III. A Sneaky Substitution (29)
	Key Idea: When we deceive others it is inevitable that we will eventually be deceived by others. 

	8. Using 29:1-12 who did Jacob encounter at Haran (v1-4) and what did he discover (v5-6)? How did he impress her (v7-8, 9-10) and how did he feel about her (v11-12)? 
	At Haran Jacob encountered shepherds at the well who knew Laban, son of Nahor. Not only that, but they told him that his daughter, Rachel, was coming at that moment to water her sheep. Jacob told them to water their sheep and go pasture them, but they couldn’t because the rock against the well was too big. When Jacob saw Rachel, though, he went to the well and rolled the stone away by himself – maybe to impress Rachel – and watered the flock of Laban which Rachel had with her. Then, he kissed her and wept and told Rachel that he was a relative of her father. Needless to say he was smitten with her. Apparently she was with him as well because she immediately ran to tell her father about Jacob. 

	9. From 29:13-20 how did Laban respond to Jacob and why (v13-14)? Describe Laban’s two daughters (v16-17). What “deal” did Jacob and Laban make (v15-19) and why (v18, 20)? 
	When Laban heard the news he ran to meet him, embraced him, kissed him, and brought him to his house. Jacob told him his story about how he got there and Laban affirmed that he truly was his bone and flesh, and then allowed Jacob to stay with him for a month. At that time Laban told him to name his wages and Jacob said he would work for him seven years to have his daughter, Rachel, as his wife. Rachel was beautiful of form and face, but Leah’s eyes were weak (not a sign of beauty in that day). Laban agreed that since Jacob was family Rachel could be his wife. So, Jacob served him for seven years, but they seemed short to him because his love for Rachel was so strong. 

	10. In 29:21-30 how did Laban deceive Jacob (v21), how did he do it (v22-24) and how did Jacob react (v25)? What was Laban’s answer (v26-27) and Jacob’s response (v28-30)?
	When it was time for the marriage Laban gathered everyone for a feast then in the evening (when Jacob was probably drunk and it was dark) substituted Leah for Rachel. In the morning when Jacob awoke and discovered he had slept with Leah, he wanted to know why he had been deceived like that. Laban told him it was not their custom to marry off the younger daughter before the older, and told him that if he would work another seven years he would give him Rachel. At the end of this Rachel did become his wife, and just as Leah’s maid Zilpah had been thrown in on the deal, so Rachel’s maid Bilhah was part of her dowry. Unfortunately for Leah, Jacob obviously loved Rachel more than her. 

	11. According to 29:31-35 how did God bless Leah (v31-32, 33, 34, 35) and why (v31)? What does this reveal about God? 
	In these verses we see the compassion of God for the unloved and unattractive. Instead of giving Rachel, the loved and beautiful one, children He gave them first to Leah. She bore Reuben, acknow-ledging that God had “looked upon” her, and hoped that would cause Jacob to love her. She then bore Simeon, affirming that God had “heard” her. She conceived a third time and had a son she named Levi, thinking this would make Jacob finally become attached to her. Then she had a son she named Judah, meaning praise. This is significant because it shows that she finally became thankful to God for what He had done for her instead of focusing on the fact that Jacob didn’t love her. 

	12. Looking back at Jacob’s story how did he deceive, and how was he deceived? How did God use this anyway to fulfill His purposes?
	Jacob deceived Esau by stealing the birthright and the blessing. Even though Esau was to blame for the first one Jacob was more than willing to take advantage; and even though his mother set up the second deceit, he did go along with it. The tables were turned on him by Laban, though, when he gave him Leah instead of Rachel. God did not ordain any of this deceit, but Jacob’s preeminence was according to His plan which He had revealed to Rebekah (the older will serve the younger, Gen 25:23). Furthermore, Esau was a godless man who did despise his birthright and he would have never been able to inherit the blessing. God’s purpose was to continue the line through Jacob and He would do this even though he was a deceiver. By the end of his life will have learned to depend on God – but he was still learning the lesson at this point. 


