11-15-09 Lesson Notes - Matt 5:21-6:18; Luke 6:27-36 - Getting Down to Brass Tacks
The Big Idea: We should keep God’s commands from the heart and seek only His glory. 
	I. Regulating Relationships  (5:21-32)
	Key Idea: We must have heart attitudes of valuing one another and faithfulness to fulfill God’s desires for relationships. 

	1. Read Matt 5:21-26. In what 3 ways did Jesus apply the sixth commandment (v22) and what were the consequences (v22, 25-26)? What are the 2 right ways to “make amends” (v23-24, 25)?
	The sixth commandment, “you shall not murder”, had been softened to allow anything and everything short of murder. This was never the spirit of the commandment, which focused on the heart attitude. For that reason Jesus showed how it was really to be applied: 1) Anger (unwarranted, self-centered) would make one liable to the court, not just physical murder. Premeditated murder always flows out of an angry attitude, and in sense anger, when analyzed, desires harm or the annihilation of the object of the anger. 2) Calling one’s brother “Raca” or “empty-head” – we might say “idiot” - makes one liable to the Supreme Court. This is devaluing the person and saying they are worthless, as if they don’t deserve the space they take up on the planet. 3) Calling someone a fool is the worst thing because a fool is the opposite of the godly, wise person. A fool is a person who does not follow God, so in a sense identifying someone as a fool is saying that they deserve the judgment of God. Pronouncing this on someone makes a person guilty of the same thing – the fires of Gehenna, or hell. We must ask ourselves how we really feel about someone when we get angry, call them an idiot, or declare them a fool; in essence we have devalued them and viewed them as completely worthless. The heart of the sixth command is to value life, rather than deciding that someone doesn’t deserve to be here. For that reason when we realize that a brother has something against us – we have offended or hurt them – we should not worship the Lord until we make amends. Furthermore, it is wise to settle with our opponent before we get to the court because we will have to pay whatever judgment the court decides. It is not wise to have unresolved conflict in our lives, so it is better to sit down and talk it out. 

	2. From Matt 5:27-32 how did Jesus expand “Don’t commit adultery” (v28, 31-32)? Explain this. What does He say to do instead (v29-30, 32) and how should this be applied? 
	Jesus said that even lusting after a woman with our eyes is the same as committing physical adultery, in the sense that it shows that if the opportunity were there the physical act would be carried out. Some might say that this interpretation makes it impossible to avoid adultery, but Jesus said that this is so serious that we should tear out our right eye if it makes us stumble, or we should cut off our right hand if it makes us stumble. He is not really advocating dismemberment, but is using hyperbole to get His point across. He is simply saying that this is a very serious sin that we must do whatever it takes to avoid. Similarly, just giving a woman a certificate of divorce doesn’t make divorce okay; it is actually adultery if it is just a means of getting out of the marriage to be free to be with someone else. The only acceptable cause for divorce is unfaithfulness. God directed Moses to put the certificate of divorce clause in the Law to protect women from being “kicked to the curb” with no rights. It wasn’t given to sanction divorce. The point is that divorce shouldn’t be used as means to legally commit adultery; in fact Mal 2:16 says that God “hates” divorce because it underscores the unfaithfulness of men to the wife of their youth. On the other side of this is the fact that if someone does get a divorce for anything other than unfaithfulness it is a forgivable sin. When they recognize that they got it for the wrong reason, though, they must acknowledge this and repent to be forgiven. 

	II. Restoring Rules (5:33-48)
	Key Idea: The real purpose of relationship rules is to promote integrity and kindness among one another. 

	3. Using Matt 5:33-37 what positive principle does Jesus lay down (v37) and how does this relate to making vows? What attitude causes making a vow to be wrong (v34-36)? 
	Jesus says that our words should represent the truth and that we should live up to what we say to align with God’s standards. Oaths should be unnecessary to convince another that we are telling the truth, especially since we can control the things by which we swear. Instead, we should simply state the truth and live by it. Vows are wrong when they are used as a means of deception. Thus, we should make sure that we communicate the truth regardless of what words we use or don’t use. Our “yes” should mean “yes” and our “no” should mean “no”. 

	4. In Matt 5:38-42 with what “law” does Jesus deal (v33—see Ex 21:23-25). How was it meant to be applied and how had it been twisted? What did Jesus say to do (v39-42)? 
	The law of retribution (lex talionis) is next analyzed by Jesus because the tradition of the elders had misapplied it. In Ex 21:23-25 it is obvious that the reason for the law was to set sentencing guidelines, not to advocate retaliation. So, if a tooth was knocked out, the perpetrator would have their tooth knocked out, or if they gouged out an eye then their eye was to be gouged out, or if they murdered someone they were to pay for it with their life. The Jews, though, had turned it into a carte blanche to take vengeance on whomever treated them badly (like the Romans especially). Rather than getting revenge, Jesus said to turn the other cheek, give your cloak along with your shirt, and to go two miles instead of one – all practices commonly required by the Roman soldiers of the Jews. This is not to be applied as never hitting someone that hits you; self-defense is not prohibited here. But when someone has the authority to make you do something it is foolish to try to get revenge. The best thing is to overcome evil with good. We must rest in the truth that the Lord will repay them because “vengeance is” His (Rom 12:17-21 is a great commentary on these verses). 

	5. Look at Matt 5:43-48. How had the Jews changed the meaning of “love your neighbor” (v43)? What was Jesus’ “law” (v44) and why (v45-47)? What is our standard (v48)? 
	The Jews had made “love your neighbor” a justification for hating everyone else that wasn’t their neighbor. Jesus clarified the meaning by saying that it meant to even love their enemies and to pray for those that persecuted them. This would define them as sons of their Father in heaven who causes the rain to fall on the just and the unjust as well as causing the sun to rise on everyone. Jesus pointed out in the parable of the Good Samaritan (Luke 10:30-37) that anyone in our paths that was in need was our neighbor, so it couldn’t be limited to a certain group that was like us.  Jesus and the Father are both our standard and there is no credit to be given to those who act just like the world – treating nicely those who treat us nice. The ones who really look like God are the ones who bless those who curse them. We are to be perfect (complete) as our Father in heaven is perfect. He leaves no one out and leaves no right thing undone. We are to follow His example. Of course we can’t be perfect in our strength so the effect of Jesus’ words would be to drive all of us to His throne of grace. He was showing the Jewish leaders that they did need to repent because they weren’t good enough by just keeping the Law. They were only keeping a watered down version of it, not the real thing. 

	6. Compare Luke 6:27-38 with Matt 5:38-48. What truths does Luke add (v31, 34-35, 36, 37, 38)? How does this show the fuller meaning of “turn the other cheek”?
	Luke instructs us to treat others as we ourselves want to be treated. This means we should extend grace and mercy to them because that is what we want. He also adds that we are to lend even to those from whom we expect to receive nothing if they are in need because this is what the Father does. He is kind to ungrateful and evil men and is merciful to them. We should do the same, knowing that our reward will be great and we will be called “sons of the Most High”. When we give as He does, expecting nothing in return, it will be given to us – good measure, pressed down, shaken together, and running over. While this is often applied to money the context is that of giving kindness, mercy and forgiveness; this is how we are to “turn the other cheek”. When we act like this we will receive an overflowing supply of the same from God in return. 

	III. Real Religion (6:1-18)
	Key Idea: Spiritual disciplines are to be carried out for the purpose of God’s glory and the blessing of others. 

	7. Based on Matt 6:1-4 what pattern does Jesus correct and why (v1)? What is the first wrong example (v2) and how should it be done (v3? Why (v4)? 
	The pattern of practicing religious acts to get the approval of others is corrected by Jesus in Matt 6 in three areas – giving alms to the poor, praying, and fasting. These were all to be done “in secret” – only for God’s eyes and not for the recognition of men. If done for man’s approval there is no reward for it in heaven because it is a selfish act of the flesh. The first of these, giving of alms to the poor, was typically done in a very conspicuous manner. It is said that they would throw the coins into the brass receptacle as they entered the synagogue in a way that would make the most noise possible. They would have a trumpet blown before they gave, whether in the synagogue or street, so that they would be honored by men; sadly this would be all the reward they would receive. We are to give with the right motive, which means to give only for approval from God. He will then be the One who rewards us. 

	8. From Matt 6:5-8 what is the 2nd wrong practice (v5)? What are some guidelines Jesus gives us for praying (v6, 7) and why (v6, 8)? 
	Hypocritical praying was the second wrong practice Jesus talked about. Whenever people pray to be heard and approved by men, or whenever they pray long and loud prayers to get God to answer they are missing the point. God hears the sincere prayer of those who seek Him and is not impressed by the form of our prayer. We are to pray without fanfare (in secret) and simply, expressing what is in our hearts, since the Father already knows what we need before we ask. 

	9. Read Matt 6:9-15. What are the basic elements of prayer that Jesus instructs us to follow (v9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14-15)? How does this contrast with the Pharisees’ prayer? 
	The “model” prayer begins by recognizing God’s nature as the Father and His sovereignty over all. His name is holy, unique and in a class by Himself (holy or hallowed). He is to be reverenced. Secondly, we are to pray for His kingdom to come and His will to be done, as opposed to praying for our kingdom and our will to be done. So, submission to His purpose and plan is expressed. Next, God desires that we ask Him for our daily needs, because when they are met He will get the credit. It also demonstrates our dependence on Him. Then we are to ask forgiveness for our sins in proportion to how we have forgiven others. So, getting clear with others, as far as it depends on us, is an important part of this prayer. This is actually underscored in 6:14-15 – an attitude of genuine forgiveness shows that we are ready to receive God’s forgiveness. If we are unable to forgive, though, it shows that we do not understand our need for the grace of God. We should then ask to be led down God’s path that day and to be led away from evil (or the evil one). Finally, an acknowledgment that God alone has the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever is a fitting way to end our prayer. The last half of v13 is not in the oldest manuscripts (or in Luke 11:1-4) but it is still an appropriate ending to a God-honoring prayer. In contrast to this prayer is that of the Pharisees – it is short (not many words), simple (not eloquent), and dependent on the Lord (rather than on the approval of men or in the power of the flesh). 

	10. From Matt 6:16-18 how was fasting done by the Jews (v16) and how is it to be done (v17-18)? Look at all 3 practices (v2-5, 6-15, 16-18). What attitude is to be avoided and what attitude is right in doing these? 
	When a Jew fasted he tried to look as miserable as possible so that others we see him suffering out of religious devotion. Thus, they would be recognized as being very righteous. This approval, though, would be all the reward they would receive. The correct way to fast (Jesus didn’t deny that it was a good thing) was to do it to be seen by God, not men. Thus, when fasting we should be positive and alive even though we are doing without something that we typically depend on. In all of these examples we are to avoid doing them for the approval of men and are to do them only because of our desire to please the Father. 

	11. Looking back over Jesus’ five examples of true righteousness in Matt 5 and three examples of true religion in Matt 6 how would you state each in a positive way?  
	In Matthew 5:21-48 Jesus says these five things: 1) We should see each person’s value and seek to be at peace with them. 2) We should be completely faithful to our spouse, mentally and physically. 3) We should speak the truth without deception and do what we say. 4) We should do good to others even when they mistreat us. 5) We should love our enemies as well as our friends, treating them as we wish to be treated. In Matt 6:1-18 we are to give to bless others in need by our giving, we are to pray simple prayers focused on God’s purpose and glory, and we are to fast  with joy for the glory of God. 


