Acts 15-16 - Daily Study Questions – Never Give an Inch
The Big Idea: When we stand for the truth that salvation is by grace through faith in Jesus Christ alone, people will be genuinely saved. 
	I. Salvation Truth Affirmed                   (15:1-22)
	Key Idea: We must continually affirm the truth that salvation is found by grace through faith in Jesus Christ – plus nothing. 

	1. Read Acts 15:1-5. What controversy erupted and who caused it (v1)? How did Paul and Barnabas respond (v2) and why (v3)? How did they try to resolve it (v2, 4-5)? 
	The issue of conforming to the law of Moses in order to be a Christian arose again as some “Judaizers” came to Antioch from Judea demanding that the believers there submit to this ritual. Paul and Barnabas had great “dissension (from “stasis”, a “stand” – so they each took a “great stand”, digging in their heels) and debate (investigation)” with them over this since it was diametrically opposed to salvation by “grace through faith” alone. They had personally experienced the work of God in saving Gentiles without the ritual of circumcision, so they knew that salvation was for all, without the “works” of the Jewish law. These Judaizers were attempting to bring them under the yoke of the law which had failed to produce salvation for 1400 years. Christ’s death and resurrection alone brings salvation; adding anything to His work on the cross leads us into grave error, taking away from the sufficiency of His blood for our salvation. The church at Antioch determined that Paul, Barnabas and the Judaizers should go to Jerusalem to allow the apostles and elders there to decide the matter. 

	2. From 15:6-12 who shared their experiences (v7, 12) and when did they do it (v7, 12)? What point were they making (v7, 12), how did they show this (v8-10, 12), and what was their belief (v11)? 
	At Jerusalem after much debate (investigation) Peter then shared his experience with Cornelius and God’s opening of the door of the gospel to the Gentiles. He shared how God had made a choice from “days of old” that they should hear the gospel by his mouth, and then God confirmed it by giving them the Holy Spirit as He had to the Jews. After this Paul and Barnabas shared how God had done signs and wonders through them among the Gentiles. The point both of them were making was that this was God’s work, and therefore God’s will, so they should not put a “yoke” on the Gentiles that the Jews had unsuccessfully tried to wear. Their belief was that both Jews and Gentiles are saved the same way – through grace (through faith), and not by works.

	3. Using 15:13-21 who concluded this meeting (v13)? What was his basis (v14, 15) and what did the prophets say about this (v16-18)? What were his directives (v20), and why (v19, 21)? 
	After all the discussion and testimonies James (the half brother of Jesus and the writer of the letter of James), who was the leading elder at Jerusalem, stood up and summarized the discussion. He then pointed to the scriptural basis of the experiences of Peter, Paul and Barnabas by referencing Amos 9:11. There God promised to rebuild the fallen tabernacle of David, restoring it so that the rest of mankind would seek the Lord. This included the Gentiles who were “called by His Name”. In the Hebrew Old Testament these words sound like Israel will possess their enemies, like Edom and the nations, but in the Greek version of the Old Testament it sound much more like the quote from Acts. In reality it is the same thing – when the Gentiles turn to the Lord they will become part of the people of God, so that Jews and Gentiles share alike in the salvation of the Lord. This led James, then, to conclude that the Gentiles should not be troubled (the word referred to inciting a mob against someone, or throwing something into their path to annoy them). However, so that the Jewish Christians would not be troubled (v21) they asked the Gentiles to abstain from four things: 1) things contaminated by idols (like eating meat sacrificed to idols, for example), 2) forni-cation 3) eating that which has been strangled and 4) eating anything raw. These were typical Gentile practices that would have gone against Jewish rituals, although fornication was wrong by any measure. 

	4. In Acts 15:22-35 who agreed with these directives and who disbursed them (v22-23)? What was addressed (v24), how was adherence promoted (v25-26, 27, 28), and how did they respond (v29-31)? What else occurred (v32-35)? 
	The apostles, elders and the entire church agreed, so they chose men from them – Judas (Barsabbas) and Silas, who were both leaders, to send with Paul and Barnabas to Antioch. The four to them would bear a letter from the Jerusalem church with these directives and take it to Antioch, Syria and Cilicia. The letter addressed the fact that these congregations had been disturbed by Judaizers, leaving their souls “unsettled”. This word has the idea of unpacking bags that have been packed, so these teachings had reversed some of the security their souls had achieved through being included in God’s family by grace. To encourage adherence to the four basic rules and to encourage them they sent a group of those who had risked their lives for the gospel (Paul and Barnabas) and of those who were from the Jerusalem church who would affirm the message that the Gentiles were included in God’s family without becoming Jews. When these four arrived in Antioch, they gathered together the congregation and read the letter, causing them to rejoice because of its encouragement (comfort – parakaleo). Then, Judas and Silas, who were prophets, encouraged and strengthened the people with a lengthy message. They spent some time there and were sent back to the Jerusalem church in peace. Paul and Barnabas, though, stayed in Antioch.  

	II. Salvation Truth Advanced (15:23-16:5)
	Key Idea: We must continue to advance the truth that salvation is by grace through faith in Jesus alone. 

	5. Based on 15:36-41 what did Paul and Barnabas desire (v36) and what dispute arose (v37-38)? How was it resolved (v39-40)? Who was sanctioned by the church (v40-41)?
	After a while Paul and Barnabas decided to return to the brethren in every city of their first missionary journey to see how they were doing. Barnabas wanted to take Mark again, but Paul kept insisting that they shouldn’t take him since he had withdrawn (to stand away from, an intensive form) from them in Pamphylia and gone home. The resolution of this was to divide into two missionary bands, Barnabas and Mark going to Cyprus, and Paul and Silas going through the churches of Syria and Cilicia to strengthen them. However, since the church committed Paul and Silas to the grace of the Lord – i.e., commissioned them, it appears that Barnabas was not acting by the Spirit as Paul was. 

	6. Read 16:1-5. Describe who Paul encountered at Lystra (v1-2)? What did Paul require and why (v3)? How can we apply this? What else were they doing and with what results (v4-5)?
	As Paul traveled north he came to Derbe and Lystra and found a certain disciple there whose name was Timothy, one who was well-spoken of by the brethren in Lystra. Paul wanted him to join their group, but he had a Greek father and Jewish mother (Eunice, 2 Tim 1:5). So, Paul had him circumcised because of the Jews in that region since they all knew he had a Greek father. This shows that even though Paul didn’t consider Jewish ritual necessary for salvation, he was willing to remove any obstacle that might stand in the way of those Jews to whom he ministered to come to faith in Christ. We must be willing to “become all things to all men that we might by all means save some” (1 Cor 9:22) as Paul was. They then delivered the letters from Jerusalem and the churches were strengthened in the faith, increasing in numbers daily. 

	III. Salvation Truth Applied                (16:6-40)
	Key Idea: Anyone who believes in Jesus Christ alone will be saved. 

	7. From 16:6-15 where did they go and why (v6-8, 9-10)? Where did they stop (v11-12) and what did they do there (v13)? What resulted (v14-15)? How can we follow Paul’s example? 
	The Holy Spirit forbade them to speak the Word in Asia (Minor), so they went north from Lystra through the Phrygian and Galatian regions. At Mysia they were trying to go into Bythynia, but the Spirit of Jesus did not permit them. So, they came down to Troas where a vision came to Paul at night. A certain man of Macedonia was standing and appealing to him to come over to Macedonia and help them. He concluded that God had called them to preach the gospel to them there so they immediately set sail from Troas to Samothrace, then to Neapolis, and finally to Phillipi, which was a leading city of the district of Macedonia. In fact, it had the status of a Roman colony which gave it special privileges in the Roman state. They stayed there at Phillipi for a few days and on the Sabbath they went outside the gate to a riverside where they assumed a “place of prayer” would be. This indicates that there probably wasn’t a synagogue there, but a group of Jews would assemble by the river to practice their faith. As they thought there was a group of women assembled there and they began speaking to them. One of them was a businesswoman named Lydia, a seller of purple fabric – thus of some means – who was also a worshiper of God. She was listening and the Lord opened her heart to respond to the things of which Paul was speaking. Having believed, along with her household, they were all baptized, and she urged the missionary band to stay. She told Paul that if he had judged her faithful to the Lord to come into her house and stayed, prevailing upon them with success to do just that. This story shows that if we will be sensitive to the Holy Spirit that He will lead us to those whose hearts have been prepared by Him. We don’t have to know why, we just need to have sensitive and obedient hearts.  

	8. Using 16:16-24 who was following Paul and what was she saying (v16-18a)? How did Paul respond (v18)? What did this cause (v19-21, 22, 23-24) and why (v19)? 
	At Phillipi there was a slave-girl who had a demon of divination who was bringing her masters profit from her fortunetelling. She was following Paul and crying out that they were bond-servants of the Most High God who were proclaiming to the Phillipians the way of salvation. Because she continued to do this Paul was greatly annoyed and turned and said to the demon, “I command you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her!” As soon as he said this, the demon departed immediately, causing her masters to become upset over their prospective loss of profit. So, they seized Paul and Silas and dragged them into the marketplace before the authorities. They accused them, because they were Jews, of throwing the entire city into confusion by proclaiming customs that were unlawful for them to observe as Romans. They apparently regarded Christianity as a Jewish sect and the idea of renouncing Caesar as god and proclaiming Jesus Christ as the Most High God was regarded as unlawful. This led to Paul and Silas to be beaten with rods, thrown into prison, and have their feet fastened in stocks in an inner cell because the jailer was commanded to guard them securely.

	9. According to 16:25-34 how did Paul and Silas deal with their situation (v25) and what occurred (v26-27)? How did Paul respond (v28-29) and to what did this lead (v30-34)? 
	About midnight while Paul and Silas were praying and singing praises to God with the prisoners listening, an earthquake suddenly occurred. Immediately the doors were all opened and everyone’s chains were unfastened. When the jailer woke up and saw the doors all open he drew his sword to kill himself, supposing that the prisoners had all escaped. Paul, however, cried out loudly for the jailer to do no harm to himself because they were all still there. He called for lights and rushed in, trembling with fear, and fell down before Paul and Silas. After he brought them out he asked, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” They told him to “Believe on the Lord Jesus and you shall be saved, you and your household.” They then spoke the word of the Lord to him and his household, and then the jailer took them out and washed their wounds. He was then baptized, along with his household, and brought them into his house, setting food before them. The way he treated Paul and Silas, as well as the fact of his immediate baptism, testifies to the genuineness of his profession of faith in Jesus. He then rejoiced greatly because he had believed in God with his whole household. This story shows that when we continue to praise God regardless of our circumstances, people do notice, often providing opportunities to bear witness to the Lord. 

	10. In 16:35-40 what occurred the next day (v35-36) and what did Paul say (v37)? How did they react (v38-39) and what did Paul do (v40)? Why do you think he did?  
	The next day the chief magistrates sent their policemen to release Paul and Silas, so apparently Paul and Silas were still in jail voluntarily. Paul, however, objected, saying that they had been beaten in public without a trial and thrown in jail, men who were Roman citizens, and were being sent away secretly. He refused to be treated this way and demanded that the magistrates personally come down themselves to bring them out. When they heard they were Romans they were afraid because they had violated the law, so they begged them to leave the city without further problems. They left the jail and went to Lydia’s house, and after seeing the brethren they encouraged them and departed. Paul apparently acted this way to allow a little more freedom for Christian activity in the days ahead. Of course it may have been simply because his personality was such that he didn’t back down from anyone very easily. 

	11. Looking over Acts 15-16 what truth about salvation was affirmed (15:5-11) and why was this crucial? How was this truth advanced (15:30-16:15) and how was it applied (v16:30-34)? What lessons does this section teach us? 
	The truth that salvation is by grace through faith in Jesus Christ alone was affirmed in this passage at the “Jerusalem conference”. This was a major theological clarification that laid the foundation for the church as it grew. This separated Christianity from merely being a sect of the Jews although it was regarded as such by many who had incomplete knowledge. Had this not occurred the work of Christ on the cross would have been diminished and Christianity would have been marginalized as one branch of Judaism. The truth of Christ’s sufficiency was then advanced into the Macedonian region, well beyond the previous missionary journey, so that its influence would begin to spread throughout the Roman empire. The advance of Christianity occurred through preaching, as well as through personal example and witnessing. Finally, the work of Christ was applied to Lydia, a Jewish businesswoman, and to a Phillipian jailer, showing that anyone who believes in the Lord Jesus has the opportunity to be saved. 


