Study Questions for 1 Samuel 8-12 – Don’t Take It Personal
The Big Idea: Although God can redeem selfish requests and use them for our good and His glory, it still doesn’t make them right.   
	I. Permitting a Selfish Request (8:1-9:27)
	Key Idea: God sometimes grants our selfish requests so that we can learn to simply trust and obey Him. 

	1. Read 1 Sam 8:1-9. What did Samuel do when he got old and how did that turn out (v1-3)? How did the leaders respond (v4, 5) and how did this affect Samuel (v6)? What did he do (v6) and what was God’s answer (v7-9)? 
	Samuel decided that his sons should succeed him as judges in Israel, and they had been performing this function in Beersheba (the southernmost part of Israel). Although the rule of Israel by Levitical judges was prescribed in the Law (Deut 17:8-13), the people didn’t want this because they didn’t trust his sons. They had turned aside after dishonest gain, they had taken bribes and perverted justice, and in general they didn’t walk in the ways of Samuel. Thus, the leaders of Israel gathered together and went to Samuel at Ramah to tell him that they wanted a king to judge them like all the other nations. They reminded him that he needed a successor because of his age, but that his sons weren’t acceptable since they didn’t walk in his ways. This displeased Samuel, who took this as a personal rejection, but the truth, as God told him, was that they had rejected God, not him. God told Samuel that this was nothing new since they had been rejecting Him since they were redeemed from Egypt and had served other gods. He simply told Samuel to do what they said, but to warn them of the high cost of allowing a human king to rule over them because of all that he would require. 

	2. From 8:10-22 what did Samuel tell them a king would demand (v10-12, 13, 14-15, 16, 17)? How would they respond (v18) and what did they say to all this (v19) and why (v20)? What did God direct Samuel to do (v21-22)? 
	The king would first take their sons to drive the chariots and run beside them. Some would be drafted as commanders, some would become his farmers, and others would be his weapons and chariot makers. He would take their daughters to make perfume, cook and bake. He would also take the best of their fields, vineyards, and olive groves and give them to his servants. A tenth of their seed would be given to his officers and servants. He would take their male and female servants, their best young men and their donkeys and use them for his work. He would also take a tenth of their flocks and the people themselves would become his servants. This would seem so oppressive that they would cry out to the Lord because of this king they had chosen, but He would not answer. In spite of Samuel’s warning about the rule of a king they refused to change their minds because they wanted to be like the other nations, so that he could judge them and fight their battles. Samuel took this word back to the Lord and He directed him to listen to them and appoint a king. So, Samuel told them all to go home, implying that he would attend to this matter. 

	3. In 9:1-14 who appears (v2) and what was he like (v1-2)? What job was given to Saul by his dad (v3) and how did it go (v4-5)? What was his next step (v6-10)? Who did they encounter and how (v11-15)? 
	Kish, Saul’s father, a “mighty man of valor” himself, is mentioned as Saul’s father. Saul was a choice man and as handsome as any of the sons of Israel, standing head and shoulders taller than any of the rest. Since the primary concern of the people was outward appearances, Saul was an excellent choice to be the first king. He was sent with a servant by Kish to look for some donkeys that were lost, but when they went they were unable to find them. When they came to Zuph after three days Saul told his servant that it was time to return since his father was probably worrying more about him than the donkeys by then. The servant told him that there was a “man of God”, or seer (an early description of a prophet) in a nearby city who was held in honor by many, and that they should go and ask him about their situation. Saul, though, was worried that they had no gift for him since they had used up their food, but the servant told him that he had a little silver (three grams); so, they decided to go and see if he could tell them the way they should go. As they went up to the city they found some women drawing water and asked if they knew where the seer was and they told him that he was there that day. If they hurried they would intercept him (Samuel) on his way to the sacrifice that he would bless that day at the high place. 

	4. Continuing in 1 Sam 9:15-27 what had God revealed to Samuel (v15-17)? Why had He done this (v16)? What 3 things did Samuel say (v18-19, 20) and how did Saul react (v21)? What did Samuel then do (v22, 23-24, 25-27)?
	The Lord had revealed to Samuel that the next day at that time He would send him a Benjamite that he was to anoint as prince (king) over Israel, His people. He was probably called a prince because the Lord would really still be king, although the people didn’t see it that way. He also told Samuel that this prince would deliver Israel from the Philistines because He had graciously regarded the cry of His people concerning the Philistine oppression. When Samuel saw Saul the Lord told him that he was the one who would rule over His people. Samuel then spoke to Saul and told him that 1) he was the seer and that Saul was to go up before him to the high place so he could eat with him that day and then tell him what he needed to know the next morning. He also told him 2) that the donkeys lost three days earlier had been found and that 3) all that was desirable in Israel was for him and his household. While this might have been construed as a general statement of hospitality it was likely meant as a prophecy that Saul was going to be over all Israel. The reason it might not have been taken that way is that Israel had not yet had a king or ruler; but it seems that the force of Samuel’s words is that Saul will be king and Saul is perplexed by this. After all, he is from the smallest tribe in Israel and his family is one of the least notable. Samuel then took Saul and placed him at the head of the table, and brought him the previously arranged best portion. He then ate with Saul that day, which would have been an honor in and of itself. Lastly, Samuel called on Saul the next morning so he could send him on his way, and as they were going he told Saul to send his servant ahead so he could proclaim the word of God to him. 

	II. Providing a Stylish Answer              (10:1-11:15)
	Key Idea: Stylish appearances may not indicate a substantial under-lying foundation.

	5. Using 10:1-13 What did Samuel tell Saul (v1) and what did he prophesy to confirm this (v2, 3-4, 5-6)? What else did he instruct (v7, 8)? What happened (v9, 10) and what resulted (v11-13)?
	As he poured the anointing oil on Saul’s head and kissed him, Samuel told him that the Lord had anointed him a ruler over His inheritance. As confirming signs he would find two men close to Rachel’s tomb in the Benjamite territory who would tell him that the donkeys had been found. He also told him that his father was now more concerned about him than he was about the donkeys. A little further, when he reached the oak of Tabor he would encounter three men going up to God (to worship Him) at Bethel, one carrying three young goats, one carrying three loaves of bread, and another carrying a jug of wine. When they met him one would give him two loaves of bread which he would accept. Then, Saul would go to the hill of God where the Philistine garrison was and he would then meet a group of prophets playing some instruments who were also prophesying. The Spirit of the Lord would “come upon him” and he would prophesy with them as he was changed seemingly into another man. Samuel told Saul that when all this happened for him to do whatever the occasion required for the Lord was with him. He was then to go to Gilgal before Samuel and wait seven days for him to come and offer burnt offerings and sacrifice peace offerings. When Samuel left Saul God changed his heart and all the signs occurred that day. The Spirit of God came upon him mightily when he encountered the prophets and he prophesied among them. People that knew him wondered what had happened to him and the saying, “Is Saul also among the prophets?” became proverbial. After the prophecy he came to the high place where he was to wait for Samuel. 

	6. In 10:14-27 what did Saul say (v14-16) and omit (v16)? At Mizpah what did Samuel first say (v17-19), and then do (v20-21)? Where was Saul (v22)? Why was he there? What did they do (v23) and what resulted (v23-24, 25-27)? 
	When Saul’s uncle asked him where he went Saul told him that he had been looking for the donkeys, and when they couldn’t be found that they went to Samuel. His uncle asked what Samuel said and Saul told him that he had told them plainly that they donkeys had been found – but he didn’t tell him about the matter of the kingdom (and his kingship). A little later Samuel called the people together at Mizpah and recounted the Lord’s word of how He had redeemed them from Egypt and from the power of the other kingdoms oppressing them in the land of Canaan. However, they had rejected God who delivers them from their calamities and distresses and had instead asked for a king to be set over them. So, Samuel called on them to present themselves before the Lord by tribes and clans so He could reveal His choice. First, the tribe of Benjamin was taken by lot, them the Matrite family was taken; then, as the family of Kish was singled out, Saul was taken. Strangely, though, when they looked for him he was not to be found; so they asked where he was and the Lord had to tell them that he was hiding among the baggage. They ran and took him and when he stood there he was a head taller than any of the rest. Samuel then pointed out that the Lord had chosen one with whom none could be compared and all the people shouted “Long live the king!” Then, Samuel told the people all the ordinances of the kingdom, wrote them in a book, and placed it before the Lord (probably with the ark). He then sent all of the people back home, and Saul also went to his home in Gibeah. The valiant warriors whose heart God had touched went with him, too. There were some, though, who were worthless who asked how Saul could deliver them. They thus despised him and did not bring him any present. Saul did nothing about this, but simply remained silent. 

	7. Looking at 11:1-15 what problem occurred (v1-2) and what did the elders do (v3-4)? What was Saul’s response (v5-7, 8-9) and why (v5)? What was the course of events then (v10, 11, 12-13, 14-15) and why was this good (v15)? 
	Saul’s first challenge was that of the Ammonites. Led by Nahash, they besieged Jabesh-Gilead and they tried to make an agreement with him to stop the assault. Nahash said he would stop if he could gouge all their right eyes out so that they would become a reproach on all Israel. The elders of Jabesh-Gilead asked for seven days to find out if anyone in Israel would help them; if not they would agree to his proposal. When the messengers came to Gibeah and all the people lifted up their voices and wept. As Saul was coming in from the field he asked what the problem was and when they told him the Spirit of God came upon him mightily and he became very angry. He took a yoke of oxen and cut them into pieces, sending them throughout all Israel. He sent the message that anyone who did not come and help would be treated like that oxen. The dread of the Lord fell on the people (as it had much earlier on the Canaanite nations) and they came out as one man. They numbered them in Beze3k and the men of Israel were 300,000 and the men of Judah were 30,000. They then sent the message to the men of Jabesh-Gilead that by the time of the midday sun tomorrow that they would have deliverance. They then told Nahash that they would meet him the next day and he could do whatever seemed good to him. The next morning Saul put the people into three companies and they came into the middle of the camp of the Ammonites and struck them down until the heat of the day. They defeated them so thoroughly that no two of them were left together. After this the people asked Samuel who had questioned Saul’s leadership so they could put them to death. Saul, though, said that no one would be killed that day for God had accomplished deliverance in Israel. Then they all went to Gilgal and renewed the kingdom there. Saul was officially made king before the Lord and they offered peace offerings to the Lord while everyone rejoiced greatly. 

	III. Probing the Substantive Issue (12:1-25)
	Key Idea: The primary issue that we must resolve is whether we truly trust in God, or really just trust ourselves.  

	8. From 12:1-11 what did Samuel recount (v1-2) and what was his main concern (v3, 5)? How did they answer (v4)? What acts had God done for them (v6-11) and what were they like (v7)?
	Samuel reminded them that he had listened to them and appointed a king for them, doing this even though his sons were still around. He had walked openly among them throughout his life and he wanted to confirm that he had a record of integrity with them. So, he asked them to bear witness against him before God if they could; if he had taken an ox or donkey wrongly they should testify. Of, if he had defrauded, oppressed, or taken a bribe of anyone he would restore it if they showed evidence of such. They testified that he had not done so, so he confirmed that they and God were witnesses of his integrity. He then told them to take their stand before God and listen to His “take” on their behavior and attitude. He first reminded them of how God had redeemed them from Egypt, and then when they settled in Canaan He had to sell them into the hands of their enemies because of their idolatry. First it was Sisera, captain of Hazor’s army, then the Philistines, then the kind of Moab. As they vainly fought against them they finally had to confess to God that they had sinned by forsaking Him in favor of the Baals and Ashtaroth idols. They then asked for His deliverance, and He sent judges like Jerubbaal (Gideon), Bedan, Jephthah, and himself (Samuel) to do just that. The result was that they had lived in security. 

	9. Based on 12:12-18 what had Israel done wrong (v12) and what was the result (v13)? What did they now need to do (v14) and not do (v15)? How was this reinforced (v16-18) and what resulted (v18)? 
	When Nahash, king of the Ammonites came against them they asked for a king like the other nations instead of God who had taken care of them. God had given them this king, Saul, but that wasn’t the end of the story. Their part was to now fear the Lord and serve Him, listen to His voice and not rebel against His command. If they did then both they and their king would follow the Lord. But if they rebelled the hand of the Lord would be against them as it had been against their forefathers. This reality of this “threat” was reinforced when Samuel called on the Lord to bring a great thunderstorm on them in the middle of the wheat harvest, which was very bad timing. This would also confirm that their wickedness was great by asking for a king. When Samuel prayed and this happened, the people greatly feared the Lord and Samuel. 

	10. Concluding in 12:19-25 what did the people ask (v19) and how did Samuel answer (v20-22, 24-25) and what did he promise (v23)? 
	They asked Samuel to pray to the Lord that they wouldn’t die because they realized that they had added to their sins by asking for a king. Samuel told them to not fear, and that what they needed to do was to not turn aside now from following the Lord, but to serve Him with all their hearts. If they did turn aside they would be following things that had no profit and could not deliver them. He affirmed, though, that they Lord would not abandon His people because of His great name and because it had pleased the Lord to make them a people for Himself. Samuel also promised that he would not sin against the Lord personally by ceasing to pray for them. He would continue to instruct them in the good and right way, but they needed to fear the Lord and serve Him in truth with all their hearts. They needed to remember the great things He had done for them and the promise that if they did resort to wickedness that they and their king would be swept away by God’s judgment. Samuel is a good example for us all; even though we may be hurt or sad because of others’ rebellion, we must continue to pray for them. 

	11. Look back over these chapters. Why do you think God permitted them to have a king, and such a “stylish” king at that? How does He do that with us? What was the real issue that Samuel caused them to think about in chapter 12? What lessons can we draw from that? 
	Although a king was in God’s plans for Israel since Jesus would be the Messiah one day, God didn’t want them to have a king for the wrong reasons. These wrong reasons were to be like the nations around them and because they didn’t trust Him. However, it seems that God allowed this to show them the error of their ways, to show them that being like the world and not trusting Him were bad ideas. He gave them a king that they could, in the eyes of the world, be proud of. They received a king that was as insecure as they were, even though he had no reason to be that way (usually our false gods are a reflection of us). God used Saul to deliver them, but did it through His strength, not Saul’s, as He empowered him to rise above his insecurity and call on all Israel to help. God does this with us as well; He often gives us what we ask (our wants) so that He can teach us what we really need. He shapes our character and motivations to conform to His in this way. Finally, just as Samuel directed them, God wants us to think about how He does take care of us and that we don’t need to adopt the methods and procedures of the world to take care of ourselves. He does it for us and through us if we will simply trust and obey Him. 


