Study Questions for Ezekiel 4-11
The Big Idea: God will ultimately meet our idolatry with serious consequences, but He will also correct the problem by giving us a new heart. 
	I. Consequences of the Problem             (4:1-7:27)
	Key Idea: Idolatry, if unchecked, will lead to complete destruction.  

	1. Look at Ezek 4. What did God tell Ezekiel to do (v1-3, 4-8, 9-12)? How did he react (v13-15)? What was God communicating (v16-17)?   
	God told Ezekiel to first pretend he was besieging Jerusalem by drawing its picture on a brick and then act like he was besieging it. This was to be a sign to the Jews in exile that Jerusalem would be under siege and would not be rescued. He then was to lie down first on his left side for 390 days, corresponding to the years of sin that Israel had engaged in. He was to be tied with ropes so that he could not turn to one side or the other and he set his face to observe the siege. Probably this didn’t mean he could not move at all for 390 days because that would have caused his body to deteriorate. But at least for a major portion of each day he was to lie like this to show what would certainly come. He was then to do the same thing for 40 days, corresponding to Judah’s years of sin. Ezekiel represented God and this was to show that God would observe the siege but would not allow it to be stopped because of the sin of His people. Their sin would cause a corresponding time of punishment, since the time for mercy had passed. The final thing that God told Ezekiel to do relating to the siege was to put several grains into a pot to make bread, and he would be able to eat this bread the entire time he laid on his side. This would show that the food would be limited and become scarcer as the siege lengthened. Furthermore, the water would be drunk only from time to time, and the bread would be baked in unclean conditions (over human dung). Ezekiel obeyed all of this, although he asked that God not make him eat unclean bread since he was a priest. God allowed him to bake the bread over cow dung instead, but the point was that bread and water would be very scarce and unpalatable during this siege. Bad times were coming for Jerusalem even though some of their leaders thought they would be over shortly and life would return to normal. Apply: The consequences for our sin are much worse than we imagine when we engage in it. Sometimes God has to go to great lengths to get our attention. It is better to pay attention to the Word and not sin, than to sin and receive the consequences. We shouldn’t have to hit “bottom” to do God’s will. 

	2. In Ezek 5 what was Ezekiel told (v1-4) and what did this mean (v5-6, 12)? How bad would it get (v8-10, 13-17)? Why did this happen (v7, 9, 11)?
	Ezekiel (son of man) was told to take a sharp sword to shave off some of his hair and whiskers, weigh the hair, and then divide it into three parts. He was to burn a third in the center of the city after the 430 days of lying on his side, then take a third and strike it with a sword all around the outskirts of the city, then take the remaining third and scatter it to the wind. A few of them, though, were to be bound in the edges of his robe – referring to the remnant that would be preserved - and a few from these were to be burned with fire to show that they would start a fire that would spread to all the house of Israel. Overall this object lesson meant that a third of them would die by plague or famine (the fire), one third would die by the sword (the outskirts of the city as they fled), and one third would be scattered to the wind as the Lord put them flight by the sword of their enemies. Things would get so bad for them that fathers would eat their sons when they ran out of food because of the siege, and sons would eat their fathers (liter-ally). God’s anger would be satisfied as He made them desolate and a reproach to all who passed by. He would also send raging rebukes against them, along with the deadly arrows of famine (originally intended to destroy their enemies), wild beasts, plague, and bloodshed. This all happened because they did not walk in His ways, because of their abominations (idolatry and immorality), and their desecration of His sanctuary. Apply: We can make God angry by our sin, even though He is a merciful and forgiving God. He has multiple means at His disposal to discipline us for our sin as well. God deserves better than our sin and we will have a much better life if we will simply obey Him. Obedience is the only wise course to follow. 

	3. From Ezek 6 what would God destroy (v3-6) and what effect would it have on them (v7-8, 10, 11-14), and on God (v9, 12)? 
	God was going to destroy their high places where they set up their idolatrous altars and shrines. He would destroy the altars of incense along with the worshipers, and their cities would become desolate. He would leave a remnant among the nations who would remember Him, and they would realize how much they had hurt God by their spiritually adulterous hearts and wandering eyes that had pursued idols. God had been hurt, but He had also been moved to wrath by their actions. They would fall by sword, famine, and plague and the land would become extremely desolate. The other result of this judgment would be that they would all know that He is the Lord. Apply: The very things that we worship and live for in place of God will ultimately be destroyed by Him. It really hurts Him and makes Him jealous for us to worship anything besides Him. He wants us completely for Himself, but this is not selfish because His good makes everyone and everything else good. Again, it only makes sense to give Him our complete loyalty and love. 

	4. Using Ezek 7:1-13 what was coming upon the land of Israel (v1-9, 12-13)? Why had it come to pass at that time (v10-11)?  
	An end was coming upon the land of Israel – this was still future since the final fall of Jerusalem wasn’t until 586 BC, a few years after this prophecy was given. This would be a day of tumult rather than joyful shouting, a day in which God would pour out His wrath on them and spend His anger against them.  The buyer should not rejoice and the seller should mourn because they would not regain what they had lost because they had gained it by iniquity. The reason for the timing was that their “rod of arrogance” had budded, and their violence had grown into a rod of wickedness. In other words their sin had grown to maturity (see Jas 1:15) and the eminent and unavoidable outcome was death. Apply: There will finally come a point when the end will come. Our arrogance and violence to others are the barometers that show us how near the end is. The bottom line is that we must keep ourselves humble and loving to others to experience the fullness of life that God wants for us. 

	5. According to 7:14-27 how bad would God’s wrath be (v 15-19, 21-22, 24-27)? What caused God’s wrath (v20, 23)? 
	God’s wrath was going to be all-encompassing – against the multitude. The sword would be waiting outside and the plague and famine would waste them within. Even those who escaped would be in mourning over their iniquity, causing their hands to hang limp and their knees to become as weak as water. They would cover themselves in shame and shudder, pulling their hair out (baldness) because it would be so bad. The silver and gold would become repulsive to them because it could not save them; they couldn’t use it to satisfy their appetites or fill their stomachs. Their iniquity would become the occasion for their stumbling. God’s wrath had been caused because they had transformed their valuable ornaments (jewelry) into idols (called “their pride”) and had filled the land with bloody, violent crimes. God is always filled with wrath over the violence that people do to one another, and especially so when it is His own people who do it. He has no other choice but judgment. Apply: God’s wrath is stirred up by idolatry and violence to the vulnerable. No one will escape His judgment on these things. We cannot even imagine how devastating God’s wrath can be, so the best thing to do is forsake our idols and show love to one another. 

	II. Cause of the Problem (8:1-18)
	Key Idea: Idolatry, which is an expression of our pride, is always progressive because it cannot satisfy our need to worship.

	6. Looking at Ezek 8 trace the depth of idolatry (v3, 6-12, 13-14, 15-17) in Israel. What was Israel thinking (v12) and what was God thinking (v3, 9, 17, 18)? 
	Ezekiel was brought in the visions of God to Jerusalem to view the extent of the idolatry there. The first thing that Ezekiel saw was an idol that was located near the entrance of the north gate into the inner court of the temple. The exact identity of this idol is not specified, but it was an idol that provoked God to jealousy. This shows that God is involved in a love relationship with His people and anything that seeks to steal away our devotion and love makes Him jealous. Interestingly, the glory of God was also there, and there is not room for idols and the glory of God. The Spirit then took Ezekiel to the entrance of the court where he saw a hole in the wall. Using this as a starting point, Ezekiel then dug through the wall. When he got to the other side he saw a multitude of idolatrous images carved on the inner walls all around. In front of these images seventy elders of Israel were worshiping, using censers of incense. This was symbolic of each of the elders committing idolatry in secret in their rooms full of carved images, showing that Israel was thinking that the Lord did not see them. Next Ezekiel was taken to the gate to the north of the temple and there women were sitting weeping for Tammuz, a Babylonian deity that supposedly controlled the return of spring vegetation each year. The women were mourning for the annual death of this false god so that he would return to bring back spring. There were many despicable practices associated with the worship of this false deity. Finally Ezekiel was taken between the porch and altar of the inner court of the temple where twenty-five men with their backs to the temple were worshiping the sun. These twenty-five probably represented the twenty four orders of priests plus the high priest. God was repulsed by this display of wickedness, amazed that they would flaunt it in front of God, and so was moved to irrevocable wrath. Apply: This chapter shows that we all will and must worship something, but that can be as diverse and there are people. Idolatry is really just self-worship because I choose and then control my idol. Since it has no innate power, it is my power that I worship. It is foolish to worship idols, but the reason it happens is because we don’t want to submit to the control of the true God who does have real power. 

	III. Correction of the Problem (9–11)
	Key Idea: God will correct our unfaithfulness first with His discipline and finally by giving us a new heart. 

	7. From 9:1-11 who was called to Jerusalem (v1-2) and what were they to do (v3-4, 5-7)? What was Ezekiel’s fear (v8) and God’s answer (v9-10)? How can we apply this story? 
	The executioners of Jerusalem were called from God with their destroying weapons in their hand to carry out His judgment. There were six of them who each had a shattering weapon, and among them was a man clothed in linen with a writing case. The man in linen was to go through the city and put a mark on the forehead of each man who groaned over the abominations being done there; the others were to kill each person in the city who did not have God’s mark of protection. No one, whether leaders, old men, young men, maidens, little children or women, were to be spared if they didn’t care about these abominations. So many were being killed that Ezekiel feared that there would be no one left. God, however, assured him that He was only killing those who had filled the city with blood and perversion. He had seen everything, contrary to their belief, and they would now receive His judgment without pity. This story shows that God does have a limit to His patience, and He also discriminates perfectly between the just and unjust in His judgment. Those who share His heart and obey Him will be spared, but those who do whatever they want, thinking He does not see, will suffer His judgment. Apply: God will not condemn anyone who faithfully serves Him. However, He will not exempt anyone from judgment who serves other gods. God is perfectly just.

	8. In 10:1-22 what departed from Jerusalem (v3-5, 15, 18-19)? What did the man in linen do (v1-2, 6-7) and what characterized the wheels (v9-14)? What did each of these mean?
	The vision that Ezekiel had seen at the beginning of his prophetic ministry that represented the glory of God began to depart from Jerusalem. At first the glory of God went from the cherubim to the threshold of the temple, causing a cloud of God’s brightness to fill the inner court, and a cloud to fill the whole building. After a while the cherubim rose up from the threshold and the glory rose up above them from the temple; then the cherubim stood still near the entrance of the east gate of the temple and the glory of the Lord hovered over them. The glory of the Lord had departed from the temple along with the cherubim. The man in linen that had marked the remnant in the previous chapter now took coals from between the cherubim and scattered them over the city, maybe to purify the remnant that remained. He was also given fire but what was done with that was not mentioned. The wheels beside the cherubim were characterized by their ability to move any direction instantly and by their eyes all around. They also had four faces, that of an angel, a man, a lion, and an eagle. These were each the highest order of their category of creation, so this probably symbolized all of God’s creation. Thus, the angelic wheels symbolized God’s ability to see and respond to everything that occurred in creation immediately. God does not delay His judgment because of inability or inadequate information; He only delays it, in His mercy, to give us an opportunity to repent and return to Him. Apply: God’s glory will not dwell where idolatry is present. Until we deal with our idols we will not experience His glory. Unfortunately, His glory is what makes us glorious and our life good. The point, again, is that we must forsake our idols. 

	9. Using 11:1-13 what were the leaders doing wrong (v1-3)? What was Ezekiel to prophesy (v5-12)? What happened next and how did Ezekiel react (v13)? 
	Jerusalem’s leaders were devising iniquity and giving false advice to the people – telling them it was time to build houses. This meant they thought that God’s judgment was nearing an end when actually the opposite was true.  Things were about to be so bad that the city would be like a boiling pot and the meat inside would be the people who had died already at the hands of the enemy. Everyone who was left would receive exactly what they had feared – a sword would drive them out of the city and they would fall by it. They would then know that He was the Lord because they had not walked in His statutes, but had acted like the nations around them. At that time one of the leaders, Pelatiah died, causing Ezekiel to again fear that the remnant of Israel would come to a complete end. Apply: We must not avoid the truth to make people like us. This is why the health and wealth “gospel” is so popular, because it secures a great following. But it is not the truth even though it makes people feel good temporarily. Even though it is difficult to see people become sad over the immediate effects of the truth in their lives, and possibly not like us, if we care about them we must tell them the truth. This is the only thing that they can build their lives on that will work. 

	10. Looking at 11:14-25 what was God’s gracious response to Ezekiel (v14-16, 17-18, 19-21)? How did Ezekiel’s vision end (v22-25)? 
	In response to Ezekiel’s fear God told him that those who had been driven out had Him as their refuge in those foreign nations for a little while. This was a sign that He hadn’t permanently rejected them, and would actually gather them back to Israel. At that time they would remove all the things detestable to God and He would put a new spirit within them, giving them a heart of flesh to replace their hearts of stone. They would then walk in His ways and keep His ordinances. They would be His people and He would be their God. This was an affirmation of the new covenant that God would make with them, just as Jeremiah has spoken. After these declarations the glory of the Lord, along with the cherubim, left the city and stood over the mountain to the east. Thus the glory of God had departed from Jerusalem. Apply: God will finally have to “fix” us on the inside for us to walk in obedience to Him. That is the amazing thing about the God we serve; He not only diagnoses the problem, but fixes it as well. We can’t do things differently unless we change on the inside, and this is what God does for us. 

	11. Review Ezek 4-11. What is it that causes God’s wrath and what does He do in response? How does He ultimately correct it?  
	God’s wrath is provoked by idolatry, and unless repentance occurs, He will bring judgment and discipline on those who worship these idols. This is the first step of His correction, but the ultimate correction occurs when He replaces our stony hearts with soft hearts that are loyal to Him. He must change us internally for us to be faithful to Him. This is what it means to be “born again”, and quite possibly Ezekiel’s version of the new covenant here and in chapter 36:25-27 is what Jesus was referring to when He talked to Nicodemus in John 3. Apply: The obvious application of the lesson today is to forsake our idols or God will discipline us. The only way that can happen, though, is for God to bring a heart change in us. The root must change for the fruit to be different. Since we now have His Spirit living in us we can do this as we acknowledge and repent, and invite Him to take control of our lives. 


