Lesson Notes - Matt 12:1-21; Luke 5:27-39; John 5 - Tail Wagging the Dog
The Big Idea: It is easy for “religious” people to miss the compassionate heart of God and oppose His work because they fear losing control. 
	I. Core Values of Jesus                  (Luke 5:27-39)
	Key Idea: Jesus new approach to building God’s kingdom is to bring in the outsiders, not just the insiders.

	1. Read Luke 5:27-29 (see also Matt 9:9-13, Mark 2:13-17. Describe Jesus’ next disciple (v27) and how he responded to His call (v28, 29)? Why was Matthew a surprising choice? 
	Jesus called Levi, or Matthew, as His next disciple. This man was a tax-collector, which was worse in the eyes of the public than it is today. They actually earned their money by intentionally overcharging the people, and since they were working for the hated Roman government it was also considered a form of betrayal. Thus, he was a surprising choice in the eyes of the religious leaders (and probably the people in general). Jesus was expanding His kingdom, though, to include the hated outcasts, whether Samaritan, tax-collectors, or just sinners. Amazingly, Levi immediately left his tax office and obeyed Jesus’ call; like Zaccheus later, he received Jesus’ offer of acceptance gladly.

	2. From Luke 5:30-32 what was the reaction of the leaders (v) and why? How did Jesus answer (v31-32) and what principle does this reveal? What would this look like today? 
	Matthew gave a large reception for Jesus and invited all of his cronies, mostly tax-collectors and regular people, to come. This caused the religious leaders to grumble at His disciples because they were eating and drinking with tax-collectors and “sinners” (the regular people). Jesus knew what they were saying and answered them by saying that the ones who need a doctor are not the well, but the sick. In spiritual terms those who were “sinners” were the sick, and He was the Doctor. He had not come to call the “righteous” (there were none, but the religious leaders thought they were), but sinners to repentance. This shows that our focus as His followers must be on those who realize their spiritual need; we must not go after the ones who think they are okay, wearing their masks. We must engage those who are looking for an answer because theirs is not working. Often churches try to grow through reaching “church-going people”, even though they already have a place to belong. We must, however, seek those on the outside who are spiritually sick and know it. They are much more open to the answer than those who think they have it all together.  

	3. Using Luke 5:33-39 what else bothered the Jewish leaders (v33) and what did Jesus tell them (v34-35)? What parable did He tell them (v36-39), what was the point, and how can we apply this?
	It not only bothered the Jewish leaders that Jesus ate with “sinners” but that His disciples didn’t “pray and fast” like John the Baptist’s. This was typically an expression of seeking God’s forgiveness to relieve mourning over sin. Rather, Jesus’ disciples ate and drank, typically a sign of God’s favor. Jesus answered that it was ludicrous to fast when a party was going on. The “party” was a bridal party and the groom, Jesus, was present. He was to be celebrated because His presence indicated God’s favor. When He was gone – a foreshadowing of the crucifixion and His rejection by the Jewish people – then it would be time to fast and pray for God’s favor. He went on to compare their idea to sewing a new piece of material on an old garment. When it was washed the new piece would shrink and tear the old material. Similarly, when new wine was put in old wineskins it would expand during fermentation and burst the old wineskin. He was explaining that the old rituals of the Law would not contain the new life of Jesus’ way. Instead, His new way of life (new clothes, new wine) would obliterate the old structures (old clothes, old wineskins). New methods must be adopted when the message changes. Unfortunately, people tend to sanctify the methodology when only the message itself is sacred. They also never long for the new message when their senses have been dulled by the old wine/message, as evidenced by the Pharisees. 

	II. Confirmation of Jesus’ Identity (John 5)
	Key Idea: The testimony of God and others, Jesus’ works and the Scriptures confirm that Jesus is God Himself. 

	4. In John 5:1-18 what did Jesus encounter (v1-5), what did He ask and why (v6)? What were the results (v7-9, 10-12, 15-16, 18)? What else did Jesus do for the man (v13-14)? 
	Later, when Jesus went to Jerusalem for another feast (maybe the second Passover of His ministry period) He encountered a man lying by the Pool of Bethesda who had been lame for thirty-eight years. He asked then if he wished to be well, an important question for anyone who is sick. Often people remain in their disease because it brings them certain benefits – attention, irresponsibility, ability to shift the blame, etc – and to get well they must have the desire. The sick man deflected the question and simply stated that the reason that he hadn’t gotten into the pool that was supposed to bring healing before now was his lack of speed – others beat him to it. This shows that he understood the implication of Jesus’ question. Jesus accepted his sincerity (not yet faith at this point) and told him to take up his pallet and walk. The man immediately became well and obeyed Jesus. However, since it was the Sabbath the Jewish leaders told him that he should not be carrying his pallet, but the man countered with the fact that his Healer had told him to carry it. They asked who that was, but he didn’t know; Jesus, though, found him and told him to sin no more so that nothing worse would happen to him. He then went back and told them it was Jesus who had healed him. This Sabbath breaking and the fact that He was calling God His Father, thus making Him equal with God, were the reasons that the Jews were persecuting and trying to kill Him. 

	5. Look at John 5:19-32. Describe Jesus’ relationship with His Father (v19-20, 21, 22-23, 26-27, 30, 31-32) and the work that Jesus accomplishes (v21, 24-25, 28). 
	The aspect of Jesus’ relationship with the Father was that He could do nothing unless He saw the Father doing it. Secondly, the Father loves the Son and thus shows Him all that He Himself is doing. Then, the Son gives life to those whom He wishes because this is what the Father does when He raises the dead. His ability to do this comes from the fact that He has life in Himself just as the Father does. The Father has also given all judgment to the Son so that all may honor the Son as they do the Father and He has this authority because He is the Son of Man. The Son does nothing on His own initiative, though, because He does not seek His own will, but the will of the Father who sent Him. Finally, the Father bears witness to the Son as God Himself. Jesus’ work is to give eternal life to those who believe in Him, to pass judgment, and to accomplish the will of the Father. 

	6. From John 5:33-47 what are the 4 witnesses to Jesus as God (v33-35, 36, 37-38, 39)? How had the Jews responded to these witnesses (v40, 43) and why (v41-42, 44, 45-47)? 
	John the Baptist was the first witness to Jesus’ identity as God, but the Jewish leaders did not receive his witness, although they rejoiced for a little while in his light. Then, the works that Jesus performed bore witness to His deity, that the Father had sent Him. Thirdly, His Father had borne witness of Him. This may refer to the voice at Jesus’ baptism, but more likely refers to the internal witness of the Father to the truth of Jesus’ words as He spoke them. They did not have this witness because His Word did not abide in them. They knew of it, but they did not personally know it. Finally, the Scriptures bore witness to the identity of Jesus, but sadly they were unwilling to accept this witness and come to Him to have life. They did not receive Him because they did not have God’s love in them, although they did receive others who came in their own name. They sought glory from one another instead of God, so they were unable to receive God’s glory. They would be accused by Moses because they had failed to believe him; Moses had written of Him (Deut 18:15). Thus, if they would not believe him, they certainly would not believe the words of Jesus. 

	III. Conflict with Leaders               (Matt 12:1-21)
	Key Idea: A living or verbal presentation of the lifestyle of Jesus will always cause conflict with those who are selfishly afraid to change. 

	7. Read Matt 12:1-8. What did Jesus’ disciples do that was “unlawful” (v1-2)? How did Jesus justify it (v3-4, 5-6) and what did this mean? What had they really missed (v7-8)? 
	As Jesus’ disciples were passing through a grain field on the Sabbath they became hungry and picked a few heads to eat. This was acceptable any other day of the week, but on the Sabbath it was considered work according to Jewish tradition (not Mosaic law). The Pharisees objected to this and asked Jesus why they were breaking the Sabbath law. Jesus used two scriptures to justify their actions. First, the precedent for this had been set by King David as he fled from Saul and secondly, priests were allowed to “work” on the Sabbath without being considered law breakers. He went on to say that “something” greater than the Temple was there (Jesus) and they were performing ministry for that Temple (Himself). Thus, they had to eat so they could minister. The real problem they had, though, was with their heart attitude. If they had understood that God desires compassion rather than sacrifices they would have been glad to see the disciples eat instead of condemning them. Also, if they had believed the Jesus was the Son of man, and thus Lord of the Sabbath, they would have had no problem with what His disciples had done. 

	8. Using Matt 12:9-14 what trap was set for Jesus (v9-10) and what did He do (v13)? How did He show that He was right (v11-12) and how did the Pharisees react (v13-14)? 
	Since it was the Sabbath Jesus went into the synagogue as usual and there was a man with a withered hand there. It appeared to be a set up because the leaders immediately asked Jesus if it was lawful to heal on the Sabbath so that they might accuse Him of breaking the Mosaic law. Jesus answered with a hypothetical story concerning what they would do on the Sabbath if a man had a sheep that had fallen into a pit. They would surely pull the sheep out even if it were on the Sabbath because it was lawful to do good on the Sabbath. Furthermore, if it was considered good to do this for a sheep in a ditch, then certainly it would be right to heal a man who was of much greater value than a sheep. So, He healed the man. This caused the Pharisees to go out and consider how to destroy Him because He had shown them how wrong they were. They had categorized healing as “work”, making it wrong to do on the Sabbath, although there was no scripture that dictated that. They had again missed the heart of God. 

	9. In Matt 12:15-16 (see also Mk 3:7-12) what was Jesus’ twofold response to the Pharisees (v15, 16)? What was the result for everyone else (v15, Mk 3:7-11)?  
	Jesus responded to the destructive intentions of the Pharisees by withdrawing from that place and by warning those He was healing to not make Him known. The result of His healing was that the crowds following Him continued to grow, especially because many who came needed to be healed as well. In addition to physical healing Jesus was involved with spiritual healing, as many unclean spirits would fall down before Him saying that they knew He was the Son of God. He also told them to not make Him known. 

	10. From Matt 12:17-21 what prophecies did Jesus fulfill by His response (v19-20) and for whom did He do this (v18, 21)? How was He strengthened to respond this way (v18)?  
	Jesus’ unwillingness at this point to escalate the fight into which the Pharisees were trying to draw Him fulfilled the prophecy from Isaiah 53. It said that He would not quarrel, nor cry out; He would not break a battered reed or put out a smoldering wick. Rather, He would give hope to people and bring about justice for those who were oppressed. These are referred to as Gentiles, but this includes the group of any who are considered outcasts by the Jewish leaders – practically speaking they might as well be Gentiles. The strength that Jesus accessed to carry out this humble expression of the Father’s will was God’s Spirit. 

	11. Thinking back over this study why did the “core values” and identity of Jesus cause conflict with the religious leaders? How and why does this happen in our lives when we follow Him?  
	Jesus’ core values led Him to act in ways that infringed upon the abuse of power that the Pharisees exercised. His identity did the same thing because He claimed to be God, and if this were true then their authority would have to be under His. Even though He did things that most would consider “good”, the leaders had no goodness inside of them, so they weren’t moved by this at all. What they knew is that their ability to run their lives the way they wanted to would be severely diminished if He were not stopped. This is the same reason people resist Christians who clearly live and speak the way Jesus did. They know that if His way is right and they have to submit to it they will no longer be in charge of their lives, and that is something they resist at all costs. If and when they do surrender to Him, though, they come to realize that His way realize is the best for them. 


