Daily Study Questions for Genesis 24-26
The Big Idea: It is critical that every generation passes down the vision and values of God. 
	I. A Brand New Wife (24)
	Key Idea: God provides for our specific needs if we will pray and trust Him. 

	1. Read Genesis 24:1-9. What did Abraham make his servant swear (v2-4, 9) and why (v1)? What did the servant ask (v5) and how did Abraham answer (v6-8)? 
	Abraham made his servant swear by the God of heaven to not take a Canaanite wife for his son, Isaac, but to take a wife from his relatives in his homeland (Ur, Haran, Mesopotamia). He did this because he was getting old and had been blessed in every way, so he wanted to insure that God’s blessings would continue to his son. The servant wanted to know what his obligation was if the woman was not willing to follow him back and Abraham told him to not allow Isaac to go back to his home. He knew that God had told him the land of Canaan was his and he was afraid that if Isaac went back to the land of his family that he might stay there. Possibly the fact that he was grieving over his mother’s death might have entered into this (see 24:67). Abraham told the servant that if they woman did not want to follow that he would be released from the oath. They then sealed the oath by the servant placing his hand under Abraham’s thigh and swearing to him. 

	2. Looking at 24:10-20 what steps did the servant take (v10-11, 12-14) and why did he pray this way? Describe God’s answer (v15) and Rebekah (v15, 16, 17-20). Apply. 
	The servant first left with ten camels and a variety of good things to take to the woman, and then set out for Nahor in Mesopotamia. As he stopped at the well there he prayed for the Lord, the God of his master, Abraham, to grant him success and show mercy to Abraham by revealing the woman to him when she came out with the other daughters to draw water. The one that responded to his request for water by saying, “Drink, and I will water your camels also” would be the one that God had appointed for Isaac. This prayer was specific enough to show a clear answer, and it would reveal a woman of character as well. As soon as he finished his prayer Rebekah, son of Bethuel, the cousin of Isaac, came out with a jar on her shoulder; when the servant asked a drink of her she offered to draw water also for his camels, a clear answer to his prayer. Rebekah was not only a virgin, but was also very beautiful, and, as evidenced by her answer and eager response, had a servant’s heart. This story shows the validity of praying specific prayers and God’s willingness to answer accordingly when the motive of the heart is right. 

	3. Using 24:21-27 how did the servant try to confirm God’s answer (v21-23) and how was it confirmed (v24-25)? What was the servant’s response (v26-27)? 
	The servant wasn’t fully convinced until he talked to the woman and found out who her family was. He put a large gold ring on her finger and two gold bracelets on her wrists, asked who her father was, and asked if he could lodge in his house that night. She told him that she was Bethuel’s daughter (Nahor’s niece) and that she had plenty of straw, feed and room for lodging. The servant then bowed low and worshiped God, acknowledging that the Lord, the God of his master, Abraham, had not forsaken his mercy and truth towards his master, but had in fact guided him to the house of his Abraham’s brothers. 

	4. From Gen 24:28-49 how did Laban treat the servant (v28-29, 30-32) and how did he respond (v33)? What elements of his story confirmed God’s guidance (v34-49)? 
	When Laban, Rebekah’s brother, heard what had transpired from Rebekah and saw the ring and bracelets he had given to her, he ran out to him and beckoned him, the “blessed of the Lord”, to come in. After he did so, Laban then unloaded straw and feed for his camels and water to wash his feet. He then set food before him to eat, but the servant wouldn’t do so until he stated the purpose of his trip. He relayed to Laban the events that confirmed God’s guidance of him, which were several. First, when he got to the spring earlier that day he had prayed for God to cause one of the maidens to not only give him water, but to offer to water his camels as well, which is exactly what Rebekah did as soon as he had finished his prayer. Also, when he found out that she was the daughter of Bethuel, Nahor’s son and Abraham’s nephew, he was convinced, and bowed low in worship of God who had blessed him. The final element of confirmation would be whether Rebekah would be willing to follow him back to Canaan; he thus requested that Laban give him his answer concerning that. 

	5. In 24:50-60 how did Laban respond (v50-51) and what did the servant do (v52, 53, 54)? What did Laban do next (v55) and how did the servant answer (v56)? How did Rebekah respond (v57-59)? Describe her blessing (60). 
	Laban, who apparently ran the family affairs at that time, and Bethuel his father, answered that the matter came from the Lord so they couldn’t stand in the way of that. They told the servant to take Rebekah to be Isaac’s wife and upon hearing this, the servant again bowed himself to the ground before the Lord. He then took gold and silver articles and garments and gave them to Rebekah, along with precious things to her brother and mother. They all ate together that night, but when they started to leave the next morning Laban and her mother requested that they stay about ten more days before they left. The servant, however, did not want to be delayed, so they called Rebekah to find out what she wanted to do. She said she would go (another sign that she was the right one) so they sent her away with a blessing that she become thousands of ten thousands and that her descendants would possess the gates of those who hated them. This was right in line with the blessing of God upon Abraham and Isaac. 

	6.  Read 24:61-67. Where was Isaac when Rebekah neared (v61-63)? What did Rebekah and the servant do (v64-66) and to what did this lead (v67)? 
	Isaac was out standing in his field in the evening, meditating, when Rebekah neared. Since they lived in the Negev (southern region of Canaan) they had traveled all the way through the land, so when she saw Isaac walking towards them to meet them, she asked who it was. The servant informed her that it was his master, so she put the veil over her face. Once the servant told Isaac all that had happened he brought her into his tent as his wife, and loved her. Thus, he was comforted over his mother’s death. 

	II. A Brand New Family (25)
	Key Idea: Each family has the responsibility to receive and pass on the blessings of God. 

	7. Looking at 25:1-18 describe the end of Abraham’s life (v1-4, 7-10) and how he blessed his descendants (v5-6). Contrast Isaac (v11) and Ishmael (v12-17, 18). 
	After Sarah’s death Abraham took another wife (concubine, v6; 1 Chron 1:32) whose name was Keturah. She bore to him six sons who in turn had several children. One of the most notable sons was Midian, the father of the Midianites. After these were all born and Abraham was near the end of his life he gave Isaac all that he had, but also gave gifts to the sons of Keturah and sent them away. This insured that Isaac would be the sole rightful heir of Abraham. He had lived to the age of 175, a ripe old age, and was satisfied with life; he was then buried in the cave of Machpelah where his wife, Sarah, had been buried. Both Isaac and Ishmael buried him, and then God blessed Isaac in Beer-lahai-roi, the place where he had also blessed Hagar after she was banished by Sarah the first time. God’s blessing on Isaac was in contrast to Ishmael, who, although given many descendants, chose to live to the east of his relatives in defiance of them.   

	8. Using 25:19-26 what two problems did Isaac and Rebekah encounter (v19-21, 22) and how did they deal with it (v21, 22)? How did God answer (v21, 23)? Describe her twins (v24-26). 
	Isaac and Rebekah first, like his Abraham and Sarah, encountered the problem of barrenness. Isaac prayed to God about this and He allowed Rebekah to conceive. This, however, presented another problem; she was given twins who struggled inside her womb. She, too, prayed about this, asking God why this was happening. God told her that two nations were inside her womb and one of them would be stronger than the other, with the older serving the younger. When they were born the first one was Esau who was covered with red hair. The second, Jacob, came out holding onto Esau’s heel (we are told later that he was smooth-skinned, 27:11). He was given his name, Jacob, because it meant “one who takes by the heel or supplants”. 

	9. From 25:27-34 how else did Esau and Jacob differ (v27, 28)? How did Jacob trick Esau (v29-34) and why was he able to (v32, 34)? Why is this significant? 
	Esau differed from Jacob in that he was a hunter, but Jacob was content to simply stay at home (literally, “complete”) and live in his tent. They also differed in that Isaac loved Esau while Rebekah loved Jacob. Jacob’s supplanting nature then revealed itself first. When Esau came in from hunting one day Jacob had cooked a stew by which to trick Esau. Esau was famished when he came inside, and, smelling the stew, asked for a swallow of it. Jacob told him to first sell him his birthright, which gave him all the rights of the firstborn, before he would give him a bite. Esau agreed, seeing no value in the birthright if he died and sold it to him for a bite of stew. Thus, Esau despised or devalued his birthright, with all of its spiritual implications as well, in order to satisfy his physical craving. As such he becomes a picture of those who place their physical appetites above their commitment to serve God. He was a “godless man” according to Heb 12:16. We are tempted to do the same thing today and when we give in we are putting our physical desires ahead of God, making them idols. 

	III. Same Old Issues (26)
	Key Idea: Both bad and good values get passed down so we must be careful to set good examples.

	10. According to 26:1-11 how did Isaac react to the famine (v1) and what did God instruct (v2, 3-5)? How did Isaac follow in his father’s footsteps (v6-11)? Apply. 
	Isaac responded to the famine just as his father had, by leaving the land. He went to Gerar instead of Egypt because God appeared to him and told him to stay away from Egypt. He further told him to sojourn in Gerar (Philistia) and he would give it to him and his descendants, establishing His Abrahamic covenant with Isaac, and multiplying his descendants as the stars of the sky or sands of the sea. He would also bless all the nations of the earth through them. Thus, the Abrahamic covenant of a promised land, descendants, and worldwide blessing through them was reaffirmed to Isaac because Abraham had obeyed Him and kept His charge, commandments, statutes, and laws. During Isaac’s stay in Gerar, however, he told the men there that Rebekah was his sister (she was really his cousin) because he was afraid that they might kill him to take her since she was so beautiful. One day, though, Abimelech saw Isaac and Rebekah embracing and called him in. He told him that he had done wrong because it could have caused great guilt to fall on the Philistines if one of them had slept with his wife. God had kept them from doing that, though, and, just like Abraham, Isaac was blessed greatly even after this. This shows that the blessing of God is not based on our goodness but upon His purpose and grace. It also shows that our children will follow in our footsteps, both good and bad, so we must be careful about the example we set before them. 

	11. In 26:12-25 how did God bless Isaac (v12-14), but what problem did he have (v15-17, 18-21)? How did he overcome this (v22) and what was ultimate outcome (v23-25)? 
	Isaac sowed in the land and reaped in the same year a hundredfold, an unusually large crop. God continued to bless him and he became very wealthy in flocks, herds and his household, so much so that the Philistines envied him. The Philistines stopped up his wells the Abimelech told him to go away from there because he was too powerful for them. They did so, and then dug more wells in the valley, but the herdsmen of Gerar quarreled over them. This repeated, so they moved again, but this time there was no quarreling. They stayed there, and named this well Rehoboth, meaning “broad”, saying that at last the Lord had made room for them in the land and had allowed them to be fruitful. The ultimate outcome of this was that God promised to bless Isaac and multiply his descendants so that he did not need to fear the people of the land. Isaac then, like Abraham, built an altar there and worshiped the Lord. He had come full circle. 

	12. Based on 26:26-35 why did Abimelech come to Isaac (v28-29) and how did Isaac respond (v30-31)? What else good (v33) and bad (v34-35) occurred? 
	Abimelech, realizing God’s blessing on Isaac (like Abraham), went to him and asked that there be a “peace treaty” between the two of them and their descendants. At first Isaac resented this, but then agreed and they had a feast together. They then exchanged oaths, and Abimelech left. That same day Isaac’s servants found another productive well which they named Shibah, or Beersheba. Along with that good news the bad news that Esau had married a Hittite woman named Judith was revealed, which brought grief to Isaac and Rebekah. 


