Study Questions for Acts 13-14 – Establishing a Beachhead
The Big Idea: Even though there will be dangerous opposition we must establish beachheads for the gospel in every place where it is absent. 
	I. Set Apart for Mission (13:1-5)
	Key Idea: God is the One who sets us apart to do His will as we listen to Him. 

	1. Read Acts 13:1-5. Who was at Antioch (v1, 2) and what were they doing (v2)? What did God direct (v2) and how did they respond (v3, 4)? Where did they stop first and who was with them (v5)? 
	In the church at Antioch there were prophets and teachers, with prophets sharing God’s will as He revealed it to them – including future prophecies like Agabus’ (Acts 11:28) and teachers simply explaining the Word of God. Both of these were important tasks in that day since the Bible was not complete. Teachers had the role of connecting the Old Testament with the teachings of the apostles. Today there is a need for prophets to proclaim and apply the Word of God, but not to reveal new divine revelation to the Body. Teachers are still necessary to explain the clear and accurate meaning of Scripture. The five who represented these two groups were Barnabas, Simeon, Lucius, Manaen, and Saul. As they were ministering – the word is “leitorgoun”, which means to render priestly service (the same word is used in Rom 12:1) to the Lord – and fasting the Holy Spirit spoke to them. He told them to set apart Barnabas and Saul for the work to which He had called them. So, they fasted and prayed some more, laid hands on them (to confer representative authority on them) and sent them away. They were then sent out by the Holy Spirit, going first to Cyprus (Barnabas was a Cyprian); when they reached Salamis they began to proclaim the word of God in the synagogues. The indication is that the Holy Spirit (God) told them to go, much in the same way as He told Abram, without telling them exactly where they were to go. So, they went out and trusted the leading of the Holy Spirit. John Mark, a relative of Peter, was also with them as a helper. 

	II. Speaking the Message                  (13:6-14:20)
	Key Idea: Even though opposition will occur, many will believe when we boldly speak the message of grace in Jesus Christ. 

	2. From 13:6-14 who did they encounter at Paphos (v6, 7) and what was each doing (v7, 8)? How did Paul deal with Elymas (v9, 10, 11) and what was the result (v12)? Where did they go next (v14) and who left (v13)? 
	After they had proclaimed the message in the synagogues at Salamis, they went to the western end of the island and stopped at Paphos. They encountered a magician there, who was also a Jewish false prophet, named Bar-Jesus (Greek, Elymas). He was with the proconsul (Roman ruler of a province, reporting to the Roman Senate), Sergius Paulus, who was a man of understanding (prudent, intelligent). He wanted to hear the Word of God so he sent for Barnabas and Saul, but Elymas was opposing them, seeking to turn the proconsul away from the faith. Saul, who starts being called Paul, his Roman name, at this point was filled with the Holy Spirit and fixed his gaze upon him. He “called him out”, saying he was full of all deceit and fraud, a son of the devil, an enemy of all righteousness, and asked if would not cease to make crooked the straight ways of the Lord. He then told him that the hand of the Lord was on him and he would be blind, not seeing the sun for a time. This immediately occurred so that he began to seek others who would lead him by the hand. When the proconsul saw this he believed, being amazed at the teaching of the Lord. After this Paul and his companions went by sea to Perga, a major city in Pamphylia in Asia Minor, at which point John Mark left them to go back home. They then left Perga and went to Pisidian Antioch; on the Sabbath they went into the synagogue and sat down. 

	3. Using 13:15-22 where did Paul preach first (v15)? Why (v15)? Outline the first part of his sermon (v16, 17-19, 20-21, 22). Why do you think he started with this? 
	In a pattern that Paul would follow during the rest of his ministry, he first went to the synagogue for several reasons. First, God wanted to offer the gospel to the Jew first, and then the Gentile (see John 1:11; Romans 1:16), since the Jews were His chosen people. Also, Paul was a Jew who had been converted to belief in Jesus as the Messiah so he could relate to them and he had a heart for his people (see Romans 9:1-5). Last, the organization of the synagogue service allowed for random guest speakers who would teach from the Old Testament. In this case in Pisidian Antioch after the reading of the Law and the Prophets the synagogue official asked for a “word” of exhortation from the guest speaker who was Paul. He stood up and began to encourage them to action (exhort) from the Old Testament. He rehearsed 1) God’s choosing of Israel and making them great in Egypt 2) God’s patient endurance of their offensive conduct in the wilderness, 3) His conquest of Canaan and providing of a land/inheritance for them, 4) His provision of judges and prophets to lead them, and finally 5) His provision of a king – first Saul, and then David, who was a man after His own heart. He wanted to show God’s consistent grace to them and he wanted to set the stage to show how Jesus was the long awaited descendant of David, the Messiah. 

	4. In Acts 13:23-31 how did Paul identify Jesus (v23) and what was his message (v26)? Who else testified to Him (v24-25) and how had the Jews reacted (v27-29)? What did God do (v30-31)? 
	Paul identified Jesus as the promised offspring, or Messiah, from David, the One whom God had brought to Israel as a Savior. He had been presented to Israel after John had preached his baptism of repentance and had pointed to the One who would come after him, One of whom he was not worthy to untie His sandals. The word of His salvation had been sent to Israel, but their religious leaders didn’t recognize Him or the message of the prophets that they fulfilled by putting Him to death at the hands of Pilate. However, God raised Him from the dead and He appeared to those who had come up with Him from Galilee to Jerusalem for a many days. These were the very ones who were bearing witness of His resurrection to the Jewish people at that time. 

	5. Based on 13:32-41 what promise had God fulfilled (v32-33) and who received the blessings of David (v34-37)? What did this mean to the Jews positively (v38-39) and negatively (v40-41)?
	God had promised to His people redemption through His coming Messiah and Paul gave three prophecies that pointed to this fulfillment. First, in Ps 2:7 He promised to “beget” a Son who would rule over the nations of the earth. Since Jesus was God’s Son in the flesh, the “begetting” was actually when He was raised from the dead. It was at that point that He became the conquering Messiah for His people. Secondly, it had been promised in Is 55:3 that His Holy One would receive the sure blessings of David. Last, in Ps 16:10 God had promised through David that His “Holy One” would not undergo the decay of death, which was essentially a promise of resurrection. This did not apply to David, for he died; but it did apply to His greater descendant, Jesus. Through Him the forgiveness of sins had been proclaimed so that everyone who believed in Him was freed from all things that they could not be freed from through the Law of Moses. This was the positive benefit of believing in Jesus. However, the prophets had also foretold that if someone refused to believe because they were a scoffer they would miss the opportunity for the Messiah’s benefits. They needed to take heed to themselves that this didn’t occur, because what Jesus did was simply unbelievable to the human mind if they had a mindset of disbelief. 

	6. According to 13:42-52 what was the response (v42-43, 44)? What other effect did this have and why (v45) and what did Paul say (v46-47)? What were the 3 results (v48-49, 50, 51-52)?
	The response of the people to the teaching of Paul and Barnabas was positive; they kept begging that they would talk about these things on the next Sabbath. Many also followed them after them, including both believing Jews and Gentiles, and Paul and Barnabas were urging them to continue in the grace of God. On the next Sabbath nearly the whole city gathered to hear the word of God and this caused the Jews to become jealous. They began to contradict them and were blaspheming (cursing) them. Paul responded that it was necessary to speak God’s word to them first, but since they were repudiating it and judging themselves unworthy of eternal life, they were going to turn to the Gentiles. He justified this with Is 42:6 that commanded His servant to be a light to the Gentiles. This first caused the Gentiles to rejoice and glorify the word of the Lord, leading all who had been appointed to eternal life among them to believe. The second result was that the Jews stirred up women of prominence devoted to Judaism and the leading men of the city to instigate a persecution against Paul and Barnabas. The final result was that, in light of this, these two shook of the dust of their feet in protest against them and went to Iconium to spread the gospel. However, the disciples were continually filled with joy and with the Holy Spirit – referring to the new believers as well as to Paul and Barnabas. 

	7. From 14:1-7 what 2 typical things occurred (v1, 2)? How did Paul respond (v3)? To what did this lead (v4, 5, 6-7)? Apply. 
	First Paul and Barnabas went into the synagogue and spoke in such a manner that a great multitude believed. However, this response led to the second typical thing, that the Jews who disbelieved stirred up the minds of the unbelieving Gentiles and embittered them against all the disciples. Paul responded, though, by speaking a long time boldly upon the Lord who was bearing witness to His grace through them by allowing them to perform signs and wonders. This caused the entire city to become divided and an attempt was made by the unbelievers to mistreat them and stone them. When they found out about it they fled to Lycaonia, Lystra, Derbe and the surrounding region preaching the gospel. This shows that even though there will be opposition when the gospel makes inroads, this very opposition can lead to even more opportunities to share the gospel.

	8. Using 14:8 -13 what happened in Lystra and why (v8-10)? How did the people react (v11-12, 13)? 
	In Lystra a certain man who had never walked was healed because Paul saw that he had the faith to be made well. This was not always mentioned, but usually a person had to have some faith in God that he could be healed through Him. When this healing occurred the multitude raised their voices in the Lycaonian language that the gods had come down to them and become like men, referring to Paul and Barnabas. They called Barnabas, Zeus, and Paul, Hermes because he was the chief speaker. The priest of Zeus there brought oxen and garlands to the gates and wanted to sacrifice to them with the crowds. 

	9. Read 14:14-20. What did the apostles do (v14)? What were the points of their message (v15, 16, 17) and what can we learn from it? What were the results (v18, 19-20)? 
	When Paul and Barnabas heard about the plan to sacrifice to them as gods, they challenged their actions, telling them that they were men of the like nature to them. In fact they were preaching to them that they would turn from such vain things (idols) to the living God who made the land, sea and all that is in them. He also told them that in generations past God had permitted all nations to go their own ways although He didn’t leave Himself without a witness; He had done good to them, given them their rain in their seasons, leading to good crops and gladness. This message is very relevant for today because even though many places on the planet may not have heard the gospel, God has provided to them a witness concerning His reality and goodness so that they are without excuse (see also Romans 1:18-20). Even though Paul said these things, however, they had great difficulty in restraining the crowds from offering sacrifices to them. The other result was that Jews from Antioch and Iconium came and won over the multitudes so that Paul was stoned and dragged out of the city, being left for dead. The disciples stood around him, though, and he arose and entered the city and the next day went away with Barnabas to Derbe. There he preached the gospel again and made many disciples. 

	III. Solidifying the Ministry            (14:21-28)
	Key Idea: Once the Word has brought salvation it is our responsibility to establish these new disciples in the faith. 

	10. In 14:21-28 what was the apostles’ focus on their trip back home (v21-22)? What else did they do to solidify the churches (v23) and why was this a good strategy? What did they report when they got back (v24-28)? 
	As the apostles returned through all the cities where they had established churches on the first missionary journey they strengthened their souls with good teaching, encouraging them to continue in the faith. They told them that it was through many tribulations that they would enter the kingdom of God. They then appointed elders in each church, prayed over them with fasting, and commended them to the Lord in whom they had believed. This was excellent strategy because there needed to be a “point man” who would take responsibility oversee each flock. They passed through Pisidia, Pamphylia, spoke the word in Perga, and went to Attalia, from which they set sail back to Antioch. When they arrived they gathered the church together and reported all things that God had done with them and how He had opened a door of faith to the Gentiles. They then spent a long time with the disciples there. 

	11. Review Acts 13-14. What approach did the apostles typically use to establish the churches (13:44-47)? What were the responses (13:48-50) and how did the apostles handle this (13:51-52; 14:6-7, 19-21)? What does this teach us? 
	The typical approach of the apostles was to go to the Jews first at the local synagogue, and then when they were so successful that the disbelieving Jews opposed them, they turned to the Gentiles. Then, once there was a group of believers they taught them so that they would stay true to the Lord and His word. The responses to this were twofold – the Gentiles who were able to receive the word rejoiced and glorified the word of the Lord, but the disbelieving Jews aroused opposition and persecution against the apostles and believers. The apostles handled the opposition by going to another town and trying the same approach. When they left a town that had opposed them they shook the dust off their feet in protest, just as Jesus had instructed His disciples (Matt 10:14). They preached the gospel in the cities to which they went and made many disciples. In short they established beachheads in every area so that when they left the gospel would continue to spread throughout that region. This tells us to not give up in our proclamation of the gospel; if one doesn’t receive it someone else will. It will not always be easy but in the end it will be successful. Our goal is to continue to make disciples and those who have been appointed to eternal life will believe as we give them the Word. 


