10-9-11 Blank Questions – 2 Corinthians 8-9 – Above and Beyond
The Big Idea: Because of God’s indescribable gift in Christ believers should generously, voluntarily, and sacrificially give to God of their financial resources. 
	I. Examples of Beyond Giving (8:1-9)
	Key Idea: Both the Macedonian churches and Jesus exemplified “beyond” giving by giving beyond their “reasonable” ability. 

	1. Read II Cor 8:1-5. What did Paul make known about the Macedonian churches (v1)? Describe the various aspects of how they gave (v2, 3, 4, 5). 
	Paul made known to the Corinthians the grace of God which he had observed in the Macedonian churches (like Philippi, Berea, etc). This grace was the God-given ability to give above and beyond their ability to give. First, they were experiencing a “great ordeal of affliction” – greatly tested by the pressures they were experiencing – and they had deep poverty (the word for one who is destitute, ptocheia). Normally people will give after they get through their ordeal and they will give once they begin to have money. Instead the Macedonian churches begged to participate in the offering for the poor saints in Jerusalem while they were experiencing great affliction and deep poverty. The reason was twofold: they had an abundance of great joy as they depended on the Lord and served Him and they had given themselves first to the Lord and to Paul’s team by the will of God. In summary, they gave themselves first, then they gave their money out of an internal desire to give, they gave immediately, not waiting for the timing to be right, and they gave responsively, out of their abounding joy. 

	2. From 8:6-8 what did Paul urge Titus to do regarding the Corinthians (v6) and what was his approach (v7-8)? What did he say good about them (v7) and what did instruct them to do (v7)? 
	Paul wanted Titus to go back to them so that they could finish the collection for the poor Jerusalem saints. They had committed to do it a year earlier, but had not completed the task, so now it was time for them to do. Paul’s approach was to build them up first; he first acknowledged that they abounded in faith, utterance, knowledge, earnestness and love; but then urged them to do this as well. By doing this they would “prove” the sincerity of their love. This underscores that financial giving is important in addition to “spiritual” fruit. Without money ministry doesn’t happen and financial sacrifice (for both rich and poor) is often the sign that one is fully committed to the Lord. Money represents our time and energy and our ability to do things for ourselves. When we give it to the work of the Lord or bless others with it we are putting them ahead of ourselves in a very tangible way.  

	3. In 8:9 who was Paul’s 2nd example of “above and beyond” giving? Describe Jesus in heaven, and on earth, and why He made this sacrifice. What is our “before and after” condition because of this?
	The second example of “beyond” giving is the Lord Jesus Christ. The full title of Jesus is significant; He is not “just” Jesus, but the Lord, and the Christ. He gave up His riches in heaven - His constant, direct fellowship with His Father, unhindered by flesh, His glory, undiminished by His humanity, and His complete freedom, unlimited by His willful path to the cross. When He came to earth He became “poor”; He had only what the Father chose to give Him. He had no money, no shelter, and no clothes other than that which He wore. He had no glory except that which the Father allowed and He had no rights to exercise His divine prerogatives, except what the Father gave Him. He “possessed” nothing; He was simply a steward of what His Father entrusted to Him. However, He did this for us, so that we could become rich in Him. We were bankrupt spiritually, being dead and at enmity with God, but because He became poor we inherited eternal life, an inheritance in the heavens and everlasting friendship with God.  

	II. Expression of Beyond Giving (8:10-9:5)
	Key Idea: Beyond giving is more than just the desire or promise for giving; the proof is in the tangible gift itself. 

	4. According to 8:10-15 what did the Corinthians need to do (v10-11)? What principle is given in v12 and to what result will this lead (v13-15)? 
	The Corinthians needed to finish the giving commitment they had started a year earlier. Even though they were apparently the first church to want to do this, the readiness is not enough. We must also fulfill our plans completely if they are to have value. The principle is this: if there is a readiness, then the amount is acceptable according to what a person has. God only wants us to fulfill our commitment out of the resources He has entrusted to us, and doesn’t expect us to give more than He has given to us – regardless of what anyone else does. When we give in this way this will bring about equal sharing in God’s resources, rather than it being difficult for one and easy for the other.  

	5. Based on 8:16-21 who was like-minded with Paul (v16). Who went with Titus to fulfill his mission (v17, 18-19)? Why was this important (v19, 20-21)? 
	Titus had the same heart as Paul – he also wanted to see the Corinthians fulfill their commitment, leading him to go on ahead to them out of his own desire. Another unnamed brother who was “famous” also had gone with Titus, one who had been appointed by the churches to travel with Paul in the collection for the saints in Jerusalem. This added to the integrity and sincerity of this mission, keeping anyone from discrediting this sacrificial mission of Paul. It was important to him that not only would God approve of this, but that no man would discredit them for taking up money which was for those saints. 

	6. In 8:22-24 who else went with the team and what was he like (v22)? How did Paul describe Titus (v23) and the others (v24-25)? What did he urge the church to do (v25)? 
	Paul had also sent with Titus and the “famous” brother, their own brother (from their team) who had been tested often and found diligent. He was even more diligent in this situation because of his confidence in the Corinthians. He described Titus as his partner and fellow worker and the brothers as messengers for the churches and a glory to Christ. Thus, with these three as representatives, not only of Paul, but also of all the churches, Paul wanted the Corinthians to provide “proof” of their love and of his reason for boasting about them.

	7. From 9:1-5 how did Paul build up Achaia (Corinth) (v1-2) and what was the effect (v2)? What precaution did he take (v3) and why (v4-5)? Explain. 
	Paul had boasted about the Corinthians’ readiness to those in Macedonia, demonstrated by their being prepared since the previous year, and this zeal had stirred the Macedonians to action. Thus, he took the precaution of sending these brothers ahead to make sure that what they said about the offering was indeed true, that they were prepared. He didn’t want to be put to shame about this and he didn’t want the gift to be diminished by their covetousness (greed); from Paul’s standpoint they needed to be urged to give as they had previously committed. He wanted the Macedonians to see that Corinth had indeed given the promised generous gift. 

	III. Explanation of Beyond Giving (9:6-15)
	Key Idea: Beyond giving is free, generous, voluntary, grateful, joyful, and sacrificial and returns abundant spiritual blessing. 

	8. Using 9:6-7 identify five elements of giving “above and beyond”. What promise is given in 9:6 and what declaration is made in 9:7? How does your giving match up to this?
	First, “above and beyond” giving is generous, and when giving is done abundantly, there will be an abundant return (for more giving). On the other hand, those who give sparingly also receive a sparse return. Secondly, this giving is purposeful, by conviction, done because a person believes God has directed them to give this way. Thirdly, it is not to be done grudgingly, as if discipline will fall if it is not done; that is really just superstition. Fourth, it is not be done because another has compelled such giving and lastly, it is to be done joyfully (the Gr word is “hilarion”, from which we get “hilarious”). The amount is not mentioned in these versed, just the attitude; thus we must ask ourselves if we give with these attitudes. Have we sought God about what He wants us to give, are we giving generously, cheerfully, voluntarily and freely? That is what God desires and when we give this way the amount will be sufficient. While nothing is said about a tithe, or ten percent, here that was the starting point in the Old Testament. Furthermore, the offering that was being collected would have been over and above the tithe for a Jew. When everyone gives the same percentage everyone share equally in the responsibility and the privilege, thus a tithe makes sense as a wise place to begin – not as a law, but as an expression of gratitude. 

	9. Continuing in 9:8-11 what further promises are given (v8, 10, 11)? What is the primary emphasis of how God gives back to us (v10) and who does this reflect (v9)? What will result from such giving (v11)? 
	As believers we have the promise that when we give this way that God is able to make all grace abound to us, and with this sufficiency in everything we will have an abundance for every good deed. We can also trust that God will multiply our seed for a greater harvest of righteousness among us, and that we will be enriched in everything for all generosity, which will in turn result in thanksgiving to God. God gives back to us both seed for future harvesting and provision for the present, primarily to increase our harvest of righteousness, rather than merely just material blessing. This reflects the righteousness of God who gives the seed for the harvest of righteousness. 

	10. Looking at 9:12-15 what was the twofold result of their giving (v12) and what did this “prove” (v13)? To what would this lead (v13, 14) and how did this affect Paul (v15)? What “gift” is Paul referencing in v15? 
	The ministry of this financial giving was first fully supplying the needs of the Jerusalem saints, but also was overflowing through many thanksgivings to God. Furthermore, the proof of love which this ministry provided would lead the saints to glorify God both because of the obedience of Corinth to their confession of the gospel and for the liberality of their contribution to them. This would also lead them to pray for Corinth and yearn for them because of God’s surpassing grace in them. All of this led Paul to express thanks to God for His indescribable gift – which in general was His abundant gift of grace, but which specifically was the sacrifice of the Lord Jesus Christ Himself. 

	11 Review 2 Cor 8-9. What do the 2 examples of beyond giving (8:1-5, 9) teach us? What is important about the expression of this giving (8:11-15) and how would you explain what beyond giving should look like (9:6-11)? 
	The two examples of beyond giving were the Macedonians who gave beyond their ability, and that of the Lord Jesus Christ Himself, who gave up everything He had to come to earth and die for us. This shows that when we give out of sincere love the amount doesn’t matter; even if it is more than is reasonable God will bless it anyway and take care of the giver, making them a model for others. This kind of giving will lead to increased righteousness, many thanksgivings to God, and an increased recognition of His glory. Beyond giving is done freely, joyfully, generously, voluntarily, sacrificially and gratefully. 


