Genesis 10-11 Daily Study Questions
The Big Idea: Man, left to his own pursuits, will always rebel against God; but God, in His grace will provide the optimum environment for man to turn back to Him. 
	I. Table of Nations (10:1-32)
	Key Idea: God appointed the settlement of the nations of the earth by families so that they would seek Him. 

	1. Read Genesis 10:1-5. Whose history is introduced here (v1) and whose families were delineated first (v2-4)? Where did they settle and how were they divided (v5)? 
	The history of Noah’s three sons, Shem, Ham, and Japheth are introduced in chapter ten. First, the families of Japheth are listed, which include mostly European and Asian descendants. These peoples settled in regions north to northeast of the Mediterranean, and in the “coastlands”, which generally refers to the distant lands. In a special sense Tarshish, for example, was in the area known as Spain today. They were separated into their lands according to their languages – looking back on this account after the Tower of Babel judgment – and according to their families. 

	2. Looking at 10:6-14 whose descendants were listed next (v6-7) and who was their most famous one (v8-9)? What was he like (v8-9) and what kingdoms did he begin (v10-14)? 
	The descendants of Ham are listed next, and they settled mainly in northern Africa (Egypt, Libya, Ethiopia), Palestine, and the Mesopotamian Valley – what we basically call the Middle East today. Their most famous personage was Nimrod who was known as a “mighty hunter before the Lord”. He began the kingdoms of Babel, Accadia, and Assyria from which many of Israel’s greatest enemies came later in their history. The Hamites were and still are Israel’s (Shem’s) enemies, and the idea of Nimrod being “before the Lord” good sense is not the point. Rather, Nimrod, like Cain’s cruel descendant, Lamech, was a violent and mighty man, and probably came to rule through his abuse of power. He was apparently the driving force behind the building of the Tower of Babel.

	3. Using 10:15-20 who were Canaan’s tribes (v15-18) and where did they settle (v19-20)? What ominous places did this include (v19)? 
	Canaan’s tribes were those of Sidon and of the land of Canaan – the Hittites, Jebusites, Amorites, Girgashites, Hivites, Arkites, Sinites, Arvadites, Zemarites, and Hamathites. They settled throughout what is known as Israel and Palestine today and were the very nations that God determined to exterminate through Israel because of their perverse sin (Gen 15:16-20). A note of foreshadowing is given as the settlements of Sodom, Gomorrah, Admah, and Zeboiim are pointed out as the lands they inhabited. According to Ham’s curse on Canaan they became a sexually deviant society that would have to either be eliminated or placed into servitude to his brothers. 

	4. From Gen 10:21-31 who was Shem the father of (v21) and why is this pointed out? What event happened during Peleg’s days (v25)? Where did they live (v30)?  
	Shem is later shown to be the predecessor of Abram, but in these verses he is shown to be the forerunner of Eber from which the name, “Hebrew”, is derived. The significance, then, of Shem is his relationship to the family tree of God’s chosen people, the Hebrews. During the days of Peleg, one of Eber’s two sons, the earth was divided according to its languages because of the Tower of Babel incident. This is a reference that implies the historicity of the judgment at Babel because it was written for people that weren’t too far removed from the event in a relative sense. The Shemites generally lived in the fertile crescent, especially from the area of Syria to the regions of Mesopotamia known later as Persia and Ur near the Persian Gulf. 

	5. Based on 10:32 how were the peoples of the earth divided? What was God’s purpose behind this (see Acts 17:26-27)? 
	The peoples of the earth were divided by their families and by nations. As we see in Gen 11 this was due to their languages being divided; inability to unwillingness to communicate always separates people. Today there are thousands of people groups based on the number of different dialects and languages. Interestingly, God did this so that people would seek Him, not as punishment. If people can all unite, they can become independent of God; but when they are in constant conflict with others they are driven to seek outside help. The drive for world peace is behind this – mankind strives to be at peace and comfort so they don’t have to have divine intervention to allow them to live as they wish. Unfortunately, as long as sinful human nature is around there will never be world peace and unity – and this is God’s grace. 

	II. Tower of Babel (11:1-9)
	Key Idea: The diversity of languages and people today is a result of God’s judgment, although He uses it to draw people to Him. 

	6.  Read 11:1-4. Describe the community of man after the flood (v1, 2). What did they decide to do (v3, 4) and why (v4)? Apply. 
	After the flood everyone spoke the same language and was unified. They decided to journey east (probably from the region of Turkey if the remains of the ark have been accurately identified today) into a plain in Shinar. This was in the region of Babel. There they decided to make a tower of bricks and tar that would “reach into the heavens”, so they could make a name for themselves. This was probably a monument to their pride and a deliberate rebellion against God’s command to “fill the earth”. They wanted to be as high as God, they wanted their own name independent of God, and they were attempting to stand firm against God’s attempts to scatter them over the earth. This was all an outright act of rebellion and stubborn refusal to obey God – the first intentionally secular society. This is the root today of our secularism – a desire to do what we want to do without interference from or dependence upon God. In short, man since the fall has always wanted to act like God instead of submitting to God. 

	7. Looking at 11:5-9 what did God’s inspection reveal (v5) and what was His analysis (v6)? How did He respond to this (v7-9) and what are the implications for us today? 
	God is aware of man’s activities, but His direct involvement in our affairs is shown by what happened next. The scripture says that He agreed with Himself to go down and see the city and the tower that the sons of men had built. He does not pass judgment without first revealing that He has all the facts. When God considered firsthand what man had done with one language He decided to confuse their language so that they would not understand one another. Because He did this they had to stop building their city and they dispersed according to their diverse languages and settled in places which, as Acts 17 says, would be most likely to lead them to seek after God. This tells us that communication and understanding is the key to unity. It also shows the vital importance of translation projects all over the world (done mostly by Wycliffe Bible Translators) to get the Bible into the everyday language of each people group. Finally, this passage shows us that world peace will never be obtained until we are all under one rule without a sin nature. This will only happen in the millennial kingdom when Jesus rules. At that point all who are His will follow Him in unity and world will glorify Him. 

	III. Tree of Abram (11:10-32)
	Key Idea: God always uses individuals committed to Him to save the world. 

	8. Using 11:10-25 whose descendants are listed (v10-11)? Who were his famous sons (v14, 16, 24)? Why would this matter to the Jews? 
	In these verses the descendants of Shem are listed; Eber, the namesake of the Hebrews, Peleg, in whose lifespan the earth was divided, and Terah, the father of Abram, are his most famous sons. All three of these would have been of obvious interest to the Jews because they received their name from Eber, their place of settlement occurred during Peleg’s life, and the father of the “father of the Jews” (Abram) was Terah. 

	9. According to 10:26-28 who were Terah’s sons and grandson (v27)? What happened to Haran (v28) and what impact did this have on Abram?
	Terah’s sons were Abram, Nahor, and Haran. Sadly, Haran, the father of Lot, died in Ur, which led to two significant things. First, Terah’s entire remaining family moved to Haran, which was north of Ur (nearer the eventual promised land), and Abram assumed responsibility for Lot, meaning that wherever Abram would go, Lot would go with him. 

	10. From 10:29-32 what else happened to Terah’s family (v29, 30, 31)? Where did they all go (v31-32)? 
	Terah’s family grew in Ur, as Abram took a wife, Sarai (who was unable to have children), and Nahor married Milcah, the daughter of Haran. After this they all moved to Haran in order to enter the land of Canaan, which means probably that Abram revealed to his family that God wanted him to go there and they decided to go with him. Apparently, though, they held him back once he got to Haran so that it wasn’t until Terah died in Haran that the final move was made. 

	11. As you look at Gen 10-11, what is the significance of our common ancestry, of being grouped into families, of being given different languages, and of God’s working with certain individuals to save the world?
	Our common ancestry means that we should care about everyone on the face of the earth; in a holistic sense we are all brothers and sisters. However, God has designed man to operate best in families and nations, so that people look out for their families and those who speak the same language first. Because of this conflict exists between those who want to harm one another’s families, or between those who speak different languages. As follower of Christ we must realize that our mission is to take the gospel to every person of every language on the planet (this is possibly why Jesus sent out seventy disciples to preach the gospel to correspond to the seventy nations of Gen 10 that represent the earth). Furthermore, as the story of Noah and eventually Abram illustrate God chooses to work through individuals that walk faithfully with Him, because mankind as a whole will rebel against Him when they get together. Man’s agenda collectively (the United Nations for example) is never in line with God’s will or for His glory; it is always to promote man’s objectives without God’s interference. Thus, we cannot legislate the advancement of the kingdom of God; we must each take up the banner of the cross and promote His kingdom through the spread of the gospel one soul and person at a time.


