John 1:35-2:25 - Daily Study Questions – Everywhere a Sign
The Big Idea: Jesus’ example calls us to build His kingdom through personal relationships, to access His power for transformation, and to passionately pursue the glory of God.  
	I. The Sign of Jesus’ Process (1:35-51)
	Key Idea: Jesus builds His kingdom through personal relationships, one person at a time. 

	1. Read John 1:35-39. What did John say (v35-36) and what was the result (v37)? How did Jesus respond (v37-39) and what does this reveal about Jesus’ process of building His kingdom?
	When John, with two of his disciples, saw Jesus passing by he said, “Behold the Lamb of God”, which he had spoken the day before at Jesus’ baptism. This reaffirmation led his disciples to follow Jesus and, seeing this, He asked them what they wanted. Their answer was “Rabbi, where are you staying”, to which He replied, “Come and you will see”. In this interchange several things stand out. First, they were pointed by John to the reason that he came – not to follow him, but to follow Jesus. Secondly, these disciples recognized Jesus’ authority, calling Him “Rabbi”, so their decision to follow Him meant more than just going with Him. It implied that they would become His disciples now, as they had been John’s. That is why Jesus asked them what they wanted. He wanted their acceptance of His leadership so when they asked where He was staying, He simply said “Come and see”, as if to say that they had to follow Him in a personal relationship to be molded by His leadership. Throughout this passage it is clear that Jesus’ process for building His kingdom is by personal relationships; He wouldn’t simply give them truth, but would instead be the truth as they followed Him. We, too, must follow His pattern. 

	2. Looking at 1:40-42 who had heard John (v40) and what did he do after following Jesus (v41)? How did Jesus respond to him (v42) and what did this mean (v42)?
	Andrew, Simon’s brother, was one of the two who had heard John identify Jesus. The other is traditionally thought to be the apostle John who doesn’t name himself in this gospel. After Andrew began to follow Jesus he went to his house in Bethsaida and found his brother. He told them that they had found the Messiah (Christ, anointed one) and brought him to Jesus. When Jesus looked at Simon He renamed him “Cephas”, an Aramaic word which means “Rock” (Peter is the Greek translation). Jesus prophetic insight would be fulfilled as Peter became the leader of the disciples and the leading apostle of the early church. The idea of naming, comparable to Adam’s naming of the animals, has the idea of taking authority, so this established their relationship early. 

	3. Using 1:43-46 where did Jesus go and why (v43)? What did Philip do (v45)? Why? What was the response (v46)? What pattern do you see in this entire story? 
	Jesus “purposed” to go into Galilee the next day apparently because of His desire to find Philip, who was also from Bethsaida. Possibly He had been told of Philip, or He just knew of him by divine knowledge. Whatever the reason Jesus told Philip to follow Him, too. That continued the “chain reaction” because Philip found Nathanael and told him that they had found the Messiah, the One who had been prophesied by Moses and the prophets. He told him, though, that He was from Nazareth, to which Nathanael responded, “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” Philip didn’t defend his statement; he simply told Nathanael to “Come and see.” The pattern in this entire story is that as each person experienced Jesus they wanted to tell someone else so that they would experience Jesus. If we will just get people to somehow experience Jesus He will take care of the convincing. This can be through our own story or by getting them to read the gospels, but we must help them experience Jesus for themselves. 

	4. Read John 1:47-51. What did Jesus say about Nathanael and how did He know it (v47-48)? What impact did this have (v49)? What did Jesus’ response mean (v50-51)? 
	Jesus stated that Nathanael was an Israelite “in whom is no guile”. This caused Nathanael to wonder how Jesus knew him, but Jesus took it a step further by saying that He had seen him under his fig tree before Philip had even called him. This was indeed supernatural knowledge that explained how He had assessed Nathanael, because the fig tree was a place of meditation. It certainly convinced Nathanael because he declared, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God, the King of Israel.” This was a messianic designation based on Ps 2:6-7, but it was also a declaration with deeper significance that he realized. That is why Jesus told him essentially that if he believed based on that he would have an even greater faith when he saw signs to come. Nathanael would see “angels descending and ascending on the Son of Man”, meaning that Jesus would be the channel of revelation of God to man. “The heavens” is a figure of speech that stands for God in this usage. Jesus’ reference was to Jacob’s ladder in Gen 28:12 which might have been the passage on which Nathanael had been meditating under his fig tree. 

	II. The Sign of Jesus’ Power                  (2:1-12)
	Key Idea: Jesus reveals his divine nature by His power to change the processes of nature and time.

	5. In 2:1-4 where did Jesus go next and what happened (v1-3)? How did Jesus respond and what did this mean? Apply.  
	The day after Jesus’ encounter with the five disciples they all were invited to accompany His mother to a wedding in the Galilean town of Cana. After a while the supply of wine at the wedding feast was exhausted, so Mary (unnamed in the story, simply Jesus’ mother) told her Son that they had no wine. Realizing that His mother was basically asking Him to do something about it using His divine power, Jesus reaffirmed His boundaries with His mother by calling her “Woman” and asking “what do I have to do with you?” This was not disrespectful, but simply a reminder to her that His higher calling was to His Father and that He was following His orders first – similar to His earlier, “I must be about my Father’s business” at age twelve. He told her that His “hour” had not come; it was not time to reveal Himself to Israel and to “fix” everything through His miracles. There was a pace to Jesus’ life and the Father’s plan, and He patiently honored that pace, knowing that the time would come - but when the Father revealed it to Him, and not people. It is easy to follow the pressure of others rather than listening and obeying God, partly because many of us have not learned to hear the voice of God. We simply follow the first or loudest voice. This also shows that we aren’t responsible to solve every problem; rather, we are responsible to follow the Father’s plan. That is what we must know.

	6. Based on 2:5-10 how did Jesus deal with this problem (v5-8) and what was the result (v9-10)? What was miraculous about this? 
	Mary understood His answer and told them to simply follow whatever He said to do. He told them to take the waterpots set aside for rituals of purification and to fill them with water. These would have clearly been empty and inspected for cleanliness (no residual grape juice could have been in them). As soon as they were full of water He told them to draw some out and take it to the head waiter. When he tasted it he did not know where it came from, but he summoned the bridegroom and commended him for saving the best wine until the last. The customary thing was to wait until everyone was a little drunk and then serve the poor wine. The best wine was more valuable because it was aged. Thus, the miracle was not simply transforming water into wine, but also consisted in a accelerating the time element. The miracle of transformation was great, but the aging of the wine was even greater because only God can control of time.

	7. Looking at 2:11-12 what was this miracle called (v11) and what two things did it accomplish (v11)? What did Jesus do next (v12) and what does this reveal about His plan? 
	This miracle was Jesus’ first “sign” that He did. “Sign” means an event that points to a greater meaning, and in this case Jesus had not just performed a miracle, He had pointed to His divine power and identity. He would perform seven such “signs” in John, plus His resurrection, to show that He was indeed the Son of God. The primary reason for this sign was for His disciples to believe in Him, which they did. It was only the first step in this entire process of developing His disciples, which His next “move” showed. After this He simply went to Capernaum with His mother, brothers, and disciples and stayed there a few days. He would build his kingdom not just through his power, but also through His personal relationships as we have already seen. He was here to make an impact, not to impress. 

	III. The Sign of Jesus’ Passion (2:13-25)
	Key Idea: Jesus is passionate about His Father’s business and will not allow any activity or superficial acceptance to interfere with it. 

	8. From 2:13-17 what did Jesus do during the first Passover of His ministry (v13-15, 16)? Why did He do this (v16-17)? 
	Jesus went to Jerusalem to celebrate the Passover feast and He immediately went into the temple area (compare Mal 3:1-3) – He had to be about His Father’s business. However, when He looked at the activity of the selling of sacrificial animals and of money changing He was became very angry out of zeal for His Father’s house. So, He did three things: 1) He made a scourge and drove all of them out of the temple; 2) He poured out the coins of the moneychangers onto the floor and 3) He overturned their tables. He told the sellers of doves to stop because they had turned His Father’s house into a house of business. As will be seen in the second temple cleansing at the end of Jesus’ ministry this was especially wrong because the temple was to be a house of prayer for all the nations, but they had used this outer court of the Gentiles to take advantage and steal from all who came there. Whenever selfishness takes over we stop reaching the very ones that are dearest to the Father’s heart – those on the outside.

	9. Using 2:18-22 how did the Jewish leaders react to this (v18) and what was Jesus’ answer (v19)? What did they think He meant (v20), but what did He really mean (v21)? When did the disciples understand (v22)? 
	The Jewish leaders wanted a sign of the authority that Jesus used to “clean house” of the unholy activity going on in the temple. He told them that if this temple was destroyed that He would raise it up in three days. They questioned His ability (or anyone’s for that matter) to do this in three days since it had taken Herod 46 years at that point to build it. He was referring, however, to His body as the temple, not the physical structure as they naturally assumed. Even His disciples didn’t understand this until after His resurrection, to which He was referring. They would “destroy” (the word means “to loose”, or “unbind”, like Jesus commanded them to do for Lazarus when he was raised by Jesus, Jn 11:44) His temple, or body and in three days He would raise it. Literally they would unbind Him when they put Him on the cross because He would be raised to a new glorified body. When His disciples remembered His words after the resurrection they believed the Scripture (Ps 16:10) that had foretold it. This became a favorite theme of the disciples from Pentecost on. 

	10. In 2:23-25 what else did Jesus do during Passover and what was the result (v23)? How did Jesus deal with this and why (v24-25)? Explain.
	Jesus continued to do signs – probably miracles of healing or exorcism – throughout the week of Passover, leading many to “believe” in His name. However, Jesus was not entrusting Himself to them – true faith is a two-way partnership, meaning that God only trusts, or believes in me, when I truly believe in Him. The reason that Jesus couldn’t commit Himself to those who superficially believed was twofold. First, He knew all men, and secondly He knew what was in man. So, He understood people, that their initial faith might be superficial – that’s the way human processes work – and He understood the sin nature, that it was selfish. This meant man would turn on Him when things didn’t go as he had thought. 

	11. Summarize the signs of Jesus’ process of building His kingdom, His power, and His passion. How can we apply this to our lives?
	Jesus’ process of building the kingdom is through relationships, one person at a time. He personally wants to impact each individual’s life, so that they, in turn, will bring others to Him to repeat the process. His power can transform whatever He purposes, so that every miracle – interruption of the ordinary processes of nature - becomes a sign of His ability to accomplish this transformation anywhere necessary. This means if He can do it in another’s life, He can do it your life and mine. Lastly, Jesus’ passion is His Father’s will – He will do nothing that doesn’t carry out His purpose and will allow nothing to go unchallenged that hinders this purpose. He will not be influenced by the approval of others since His only interest is in the approval and glory of His Father. In following the example of Jesus, we must build personal relationships that bring others under the transforming power of Jesus, and keep our passion for the Father stirred up so that we glorify Him in all we do. 


