Acts 11-12 - Daily Study Questions – What’s in a Name?
The Big Idea: True Christians act like Jesus – showing love and acceptance, living by the Spirit, growing in faith, and generously blessing others with their resources. 
	I. Explanation of Collaboration (11:1-18)
	Key Idea: God directs us to ignore human barriers and grant acceptance to all who believe in Jesus. 

	1. Read Acts 11:1-3. Who heard about the Gentile conversion (v1) and why was that significant to them? Who did this bother (v2) and why (v3)? 
	The apostles in Jerusalem and the “brethren” (believers, disciples, Christians, etc) throughout Judea heard that the Gentiles also had received the Word of God, i.e., they believed the word about Jesus and were thus saved, just like the Jews. However, some of the “circumcised” (Jewish believers) objected that Peter had eaten and associated with uncircumcised, or ceremonially unclean, men. This action was considered a sin for Jews under the Old Covenant and would have disqualified Peter, in their minds, as a representative for God. 

	2. From 11:4-14 what was Peter’s primary defense of his actions (v4, 7-9, 12, 13-14)? What was his main point (v9)? How should we apply that?
	Peter primarily defended his actions with the truth that God had directed him to accept Gentiles through a vision. He related his vision of the four-cornered sheet with unclean animals in it being lowered and the command given to him to arise and eat. Although he objected, the voice (God) told him to no longer consider unholy that which God had cleansed. The Spirit then told him to go to a Gentile’s house without misgivings, and when he arrived he was told of God’s direction to Cornelius who had been told that a man named Simon would come to him and speak words that would lead to the salvation of him and his household. Peter’s main point was that if God had decided to cleanse that which was unclean, namely the Gentiles, then he was going to follow God whether he understood it or not. Similarly, when God tells us to change the way we think we, too, should do it whether we understand it or not. 

	3. Using 11:15-18 what occurred as Peter spoke to Cornelius (v15) and how did this affect him (v15-16, 17)? What effect did this story have on his hearers (v18) and what was their conclusion (v18)? 
	As Peter started preaching to Cornelius and his household the Holy Spirit fell on them just as He had on the Jews at the beginning (Pentecost). This caused him to remember the Lord’s word that whereas John had baptized with water, He would baptize with the Holy Spirit. He took the manifestation of the Spirit to be the work of the Lord unto salvation; thus, he was going to stand in His way. When the Jewish Christians heard that the Spirit had come on these Gentiles they calmed down and glorified God for granting to them, also, the repentance that leads to life. 

	II. Extension of the Church          (11:19-30)
	Key Idea: As the message of Jesus was preached the church was established in Gentile regions as well. 

	4. In Acts 11:19-22 where else did some scattered Christians go (v19), and to what 2 groups (v19, 20)? Explain the message they preached (v20). What were the 2 results (v21, 22)? 
	Others of the persecuted believers (see Acts 8:1) scattered to Phoenicia (on the coast), Cyprus and Antioch, speaking only to Jews. There were some from Cyprus and Cyrene, though, who began to speak at Antioch to Greeks (Gentiles) as well, preaching the Lord Jesus. This is a concise way of saying that they presented the gospel message of salvation in the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus who is Lord through repentance and faith. As they preached this message a large number who believed turned to the Lord. This is an interesting phrase, because it shows the two aspects of receiving Jesus; one has to first believe the facts about 

Jesus in faith, and then commit their lives to Him by repenting of their former way of life and turning to Him. The second result of this “revival” was that the news reached the church at Jerusalem, leading them to send Barnabas to Antioch to investigate the story.

	5. Based on 11:22-26 what did Barnabas discover (v22, 23) and what did he do (v23)? Why (v24)? What else did he do (v25, 26) and why was this wise? What historically event occurred (v26) and why was this significant?
	Barnabas discovered that the grace of God had indeed been shown to the Gentiles at Antioch, so he (in typical Barnabas fashion) encouraged them to resolve to remain true to the Lord. He did this because he was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and of faith. Thus, a considerable (“ikanos”, meaning that which is significant or notable) crowd were brought to the Lord. There is probably a connection between the encouraging word of Barnabas to strengthen the new believers and the “considerable number that were brought to the Lord”. Barnabas confirmed them in their salvation so that the number of believers that were counted was genuine. The implication is that not all who profess faith are actually saved, but rather those who continue on in growth. With this notable number of believers present Barnabas went away to Tarsus to get Saul so that together they could teach the church about the Lord and His ways. This was very wise because as believers were taught they would reach more believers, leading to the need for even more confirmation and teaching. Barnabas and Saul spent a year doing just that, and the result was that these new believers were called “Christians” – little Christs – because they thought and acted like Him. This was historically the first time believers were called Christians. 

	6. According to 11:27-30 who else went to Antioch (v27) and what was prophesied that was later fulfilled (v28)? How did the church there respond (v29-30) and what does this reveal? 
	Some prophets from Jerusalem went to Antioch at that time. One of them, Agabus, stood up in a service and indicated by the Spirit that a worldwide famine would occur, a prophecy that was fulfilled in the reign of Claudius. The church at Antioch showed the genuineness of their belief by taking a collection in proportion to each person’s finances to send to the brothers living in Judea. This was sent by way of Saul and Barnabas to give to the elders in Jerusalem. Possibly that region was affected more by the famine, but the significance of this is that the church at Antioch demonstrated their unity with the Jerusalem church by this act.  

	III. Elimination of a Challenge (12:1-25)
	Key Idea: God demolishes the pride of everyone who accepts the  glory reserved only for Him. 

	7. From 12:1-5 who persecuted the church next (v1) and who did he kill (v2)? Who was pleased by this and how did Herod respond (v3, 4)? How did the church respond (v5)? 
	Herod Agrippa I, who reigned from A.D. 37-44 and was the great grandson of Herod the Great (ruler of Judea at the time of Jesus’ birth), began the next persecution of the church. He seized some who belonged to the church in order to mistreat them. He then had James, the brother of John, killed by sword and seeing that it pleased the Jewish leaders, proceeded to arrest Peter – presumably for the same purpose. He ordered four rotating squadron of four soldiers to guard him – 2 chained to him at all times and 2 guarding his cell - until after Passover when he intended to bring him out before the people. Meanwhile, the church began to pray fervently to God for him. This entire story will be a demonstration of God’s superiority over human power and authority. 

	8. Using 12:6-11 describe what happened to Peter (v6, 7-8, 9-10) and his reaction at first (v9)? What did he come to believe (v11)? 
	On the last day when Herod was to bring Peter forward he was sleeping, bound in chains between the two soldiers, with two soldiers guarding his cell. An angel of the Lord suddenly appeared, a light shone in his cell, he struck Peter’s side, waking him up, and told him to get up quickly. As he did the chains fell off his hands and the angel told him to gird himself, put on his sandals, wrap his cloak around him and follow him. Peter went behind him out of the cell, thinking first that he might be dreaming or having a vision. They passed the other two guards and when they came to the gate it opened by itself, and as they went down the street the angel left. At this point Peter became fully alert and came to believe that this was a real event. He said to himself that he knew for sure that the Lord had sent His angel to rescue him from Herod and the expectation of the Jews that he would be killed. 

	9. Read 12:12-19. Where did Peter go and what were they doing (v12)? Describe what occurred (v13-14, 15, 16) and what he shared (v17-18). What lessons can we learn from this story? 
	Peter then went to the house of Mary, the mother of John Mark, where many were gathered praying for his release. When he knocked at the gate the servant, Rhoda, came to answer, and recognizing Peter’s voice, was overjoyed. She left Peter standing there and went to announce to those praying that Peter was at the gate. They told her that she was insane (like a raving maniac), but she continued insisting that she was speaking truth while they kept saying it was just his angel. Meanwhile, Peter continued to knock and they finally opened the door, being amazed that he was actually there. He told them what had happened and instructed them to report it to James and the brothers. He then departed and went to another place. This story tells us that when we pray we must expect God to answer the prayer; nothing is too difficult for Him. 

	10. In 12:18-25 what 2 events revealed Herod’s pride (v18-19, 20-23) and how did God respond to the 2nd (v23)? In contrast to Herod’s plans how was God’s plan working (v24), and what team had been formed for its next stage (v25)? 
	When it was discovered that Peter was gone there was quite a disturbance among the soldiers concerning his disappearance – probably because they knew they would be executed if they didn’t find him. This is exactly what occurred when Herod found this out, as he exercised his arrogance by having them killed. Herod then went to Caesarea and while he was there became angry with Tyre and Sidon. They came to him, asking for peace, and he took the opportunity to address them in his royal apparel. As he did the people repeatedly shouted, “The voice of a god and not of a man”; and rather than a humble renunciation, he proudly accepted this acclamation. Immediately an angel of the Lord struck him because he didn’t give God the glory, he was eaten by worms, and died. In contrast to Herod’s plans that God refuted throughout this section, the word of the Lord continued to grow and be multiplied. Also, the next stage for the advancement of the church was set as Barnabas and Saul returned to Antioch with Mark after fulfilling their mission to take the offering to Jerusalem. 

	11. Look back over Acts 11-12. Based on these chapters what does the name “Christian” mean? Identify some characteristics of Christians from these chapters. How do you think we compare today?  
	A Christian is one who learns the ways of Jesus and obeys them. He accepts those whom God accepts (all who believe, regardless of race or culture), he is a person of the Spirit, one who preaches Jesus, and one who prays for God’s power to overcome His enemies. A true Christian grows in the Lord and expresses his love and unity with other believers by giving of their resources to meet their needs. Many today simply bear the name “Christian” but do not adopt His thinking and lifestyle. Based on surveys there is little difference between those who call themselves Christians and the secular world. If we are bear His name we must think and live as He did – loving others, generously giving of our resources, being led by the Spirit, walking in faith, and overcoming the enemies of God. Otherwise we take His name in vain. 


