Study Questions for Acts 4:32-6:7 
The Big Idea: Authentic grace results in grace-compelled action, not just grace-oriented talk. 
	I. Relating to Grace Properly            (4:32-5:16)
	Key Idea: When we give grace away instead of selfishly hoarding it more come to Jesus and people are healed. 

	1. Read Acts 4:32-37. Describe the new group of believers (v32, 33) and the apostles (v33). How were they treating one other (v34) and what was the process (v35)? Describe one who did this (v36-37)?
	The group (multitude, large number) of believers were first “in heart and soul one”, with the stress being on unity, and not one claimed that anything belonging to him was his own exclusively. It was a “one for all and all for one” attitude that prevailed. Because of this there was not a needy person among them, illustrating that “abundant” (“mega”, huge, great) or “mega”-grace was upon them all. The apostles were giving witness with great (“mega”) power to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus. Their actions demonstrated their unity and grace – they were selling land and houses and bringing the proceeds to the apostles so that they could distribute to each one that had need. This was a “no strings attached” approach to their gifts; they gave in simplicity of motive and with trust in the spiritual wisdom of the apostles. Joseph, nick-named Barnabas, or “son of encouragement”, a Levite of Cyprian birth sold his tract of land and laid the proceeds at the apostles’ feet. 

	2. From 5:1-6 who contrasted with Barnabas (v1) and how (v2)? Why did they do this (v3) and what did they do wrong (v4)? What were the results (v5-6) and how do you think this couple viewed grace?
	Ananias and his wife, Sapphira, schemed secretly to sell a piece of land and act as if they were giving all the proceeds to the apostles for the needs of the church, when in fact they were holding back a portion. Ananias did this because Satan had filled his heart (in contrast to the Holy Spirit’s filling of his heart) to lie to the Holy Spirit. They had no obligation to give all the proceeds (this wasn’t communism), but when they presented the donation as the entire amount they not only lied to the apostles, they lied primarily to the Holy Spirit. All sin is first against God, even though it usually harms another person or part of God’s creation. The results of this were first that Ananias died on the spot and was immediately buried; secondly, all who heard of it were filled with great fear. This couple had seen the grace of the fellowship as something to be used for themselves, rather than something to give away as it had been given to them.

	3. Using 5:7-11 what happened next (v7) and how did Peter handle it (v8, 9)? Why did he deal with her separately and why were the results (v10-11) so harsh? How should we apply this today?
	After an interval of three hours Sapphira arrived, unaware of the exposure of their deception and the death of her husband. Peter asked her if they had sold the land for the price Ananias had said, and she confirmed it. Peter asked why they had agreed together to put the Spirit of the Lord to the test and then told her that the men who had buried her husband were at the door to carry her out, too. She immediately fell dead at his feet and was buried, too. Just as with Ananias this caused great fear to come on the whole church, as well as upon all who heard about it. This was probably so harsh in order to set an example of purity in the body, just as the judgment of death on Achan’s sin in the time of Joshua was designed to impress on all Israel the necessity to obey God fully. We must take this to heart today; when we allow the holiness of the church to be profaned through deception or impurity we are inviting God’s severe discipline into our midst. At the very least we are weakened to the point that we have no convincing witness in the community. God will not be mocked; we will reap what we sow.

	4. Based on Acts 5:12-16 what were the apostles doing (v12, 15-16) and what were the effects (v12, 13, 14, 16)? What does this teach us about properly relating to God’s grace? 
	The apostles were performing many signs and wonders before the people, and they were all with one accord in Solomon’s porch. They (the apostles and the company of believers) had a unity of purpose and spirit because God was clearly at work among them – it was all about Him. Another result of these miracles was that people respected or were in awe of them just as they were of God. They had God’s power resting on them so many kept their distance from them, although they held them in high regard. Moreover, so many new believers were being added to the fellowship that they didn’t have room on Solomon’s porch to bring their sick for healing. Rather, they laid them in the streets if perhaps just the shadow of Peter might fall on them so they could be healed. So, the apostles were highly respected, there were many new converts, and a great amount of healing was occurring. The improper relationship to grace – deception and self-centered abuse – led to death; the proper relationship to grace – respecting it and giving it away – led to the growth of the church and widespread healing.

	II. Reacting to Grace with Persecution (5:17-42)
	Key Idea: The result of showing grace to others is sometimes persecution by those who don’t accept or understand it. 

	5. In 5:17-24 what was the reaction of the Jewish leaders to the apostles (v17, 18) and how did God respond (v19-20)? What did the leaders discover (v21-23) and how did this affect them (v24)? 
	The Jewish leaders, filled with jealousy over the acclaim of the apostles, seized the apostles and put them in jail. However, God sent His angel to open the prison gates during the night and then told them to go and stand in the temple to speak the whole message of this Life to the people. At daybreak they began to do this while the Jewish leaders were unaware. When these leaders reconvened they instructed the apostles to be brought to them from jail, but the report came back that they were gone, perplexing all of them. 

	6. According to 5:25-28 what was reported to the leaders (v25) and what did they do (v26)? Of what did the High Priest accuse them (v27-28) and was he right or wrong? 
	When it was reported to the leaders that the apostles were standing in the temple and teaching the people they went with the captain of the temple guard to bring them back for another hearing. They did this without violence because they were afraid of the people (repeating their pattern with Jesus). The high priest accused them of disobeying him since they had given them strict orders not to continue to teach in Jesus’ name. Furthermore, he accused them of filling Jerusalem with this teaching and intending to bring His blood on them (make them responsible for His death). Obviously this accusation was true and as we see, the apostles didn’t deny it. However, their goal was not to simply make them guilty; rather, it was to bring them under conviction for their sin so that they would repent of it and turn to Jesus. 

	7. Read 5:29-32. What was the apostles’ response (v29)? What was the line of reasoning they used to justify their disobedience to the leaders (v (v30-31, 32)? Apply. 
	The apostles responded by saying that they must obey God rather than men; He had told them to go to the temple and preach the message of this life to everyone (v20). Since the God of “our” (including the Jewish leaders) fathers had raised up Jesus whom they had crucified, and since He had exalted Him to His right hand as Prince and Savior in order to grant repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins, and since both they and the Holy Spirit were witnesses of these things, it only made sense that they would do what God told them. This is an important principle for us to follow today – we must obey God rather than men because God is right and men are wrong. Unfortunately, we fear men whom we can see and try to ignore that God is the One who has the ultimate power to bless or discipline us. 

	8. Using 5:33-42 how were the leaders affected (v33), what was Gamaliel’s advice (v34-35, 38-39), and his examples (v36, 37)? What did they do (v40) and what resulted (v41, 42)? 
	When the leaders heard this they were “cut to the quick” and wanted to kill them. However, the Pharisee, Gamaliel, who was respected by all the people stood up and reasoned with them. He reminded them that both Theudas and Judas (not Iscariot) had both tried to lead the people astray, but when they were killed all who followed them had scattered. Based on these examples Gamaliel told them to leave the apostles alone because if their plan or action were not of God it would be overthrown. On the other hand if it were of God they would not be able to overthrow it, and they would find themselves fighting against God (just what the apostles had told them that they were doing). The Council took this advice and after calling in the apostles they flogged them – 39 lashes on the back and chest with a whip, and ordered them again to speak no more in the name of Jesus. Once they were released the apostles went on their way rejoicing that they had been considered worthy to suffer shame for the name of Jesus. Then, every day, both in the temple and from house to house they kept on teaching and preaching Jesus as the Christ. 

	III. Responding in Grace Practically (6:1-7)
	Key Idea: Walking in grace entails the practical resolution of issues in the fellowship. 

	9. From 6:1-6 what problem arose (v1), how was it handled (v2, 3, 5-6), and what were the qualifications of the “deacons” (v5, 6)? What did the apostles do and why (v2, 4)? 
	As the church grew the Greek-speaking widows were getting overlooked in the daily distribution of food. It was commanded in the law that the Jewish community should take care of widows that were alone and the early church continued this tradition. However, those widows who were not Hebrew were being overlooked so a complaint about this arose from the Greek-speaking community. The apostles summoned the congregation of disciples and told them that it was not desirable (“areston”, pleasing to reason or logic) for them to neglect (kataleipo, to utterly abandon) the word of God to serve tables. In other words the “job” of the apostles was to attend to or wait on the word of God (just as a waiter waits on tables). The issue was important, but they weren’t the ones to do it directly. The reality is that both jobs were important and there is only so much time in the day. So, if they waited on tables they wouldn’t have time to wait on the word of the Lord. They did what they were to do and instructed the congregation to select seven men of good reputation (their integrity was well-known), who were also full of the Holy Spirit and of wisdom to fulfill this ministry. This shows that service requires the work of the Spirit and wisdom – it is not a second-rate job in the kingdom. This would allow the apostles to devote themselves to prayer and the service of the word. The congregation selected seven such men who also happened to be of Greek origin, based on their names. They would be relatively unquestioned in their service because of their qualifications. This was a beautiful example of the way the church today is supposed to work – people should carry out their role in the church in a manner consistent with their passions and gifting.

	10. In 6:7 what significant trend is pointed out and why do you think it is described that way? What 2 things demonstrated this? 
	The churches response to the grace of God in purity, perseverance and practicality led to a great increase in the number of disciples. In addition a great many of the priests were becoming obedient to “the faith”. This is similar to an Islamic or Buddhist priest being converted to Christianity; this shows a significant and total change of heart. 

	11. Summarize the way that some related to the grace in the early fellowship, pro and con; the way some reacted against this grace, and the practical way that the apostles reflected this grace in the fellowship. 
	In the early church some received the grace of God and then immediately began to pass it on to others. Unfortunately, others, like Ananias and Sapphira, used the grace as an opportunity to gain something for themselves. Selfishly using God’s grace will always lead to our downfall because grace is meant to be given away to others. Others reacted against the grace of God because it threatened their power base. When we give things away, rather than hoarding them, we give up our control over others. Ironically, when we do give away grace it brings others into our center of influence even more, but the influence leads them to Jesus and their good, rather than to our good. The point, though, is that walking in grace will often lead to persecution by those who don’t understand grace or desire to walk in it. Finally, the apostles and early church demonstrated that grace was not antithetical to practicality. In fact grace must be shown in practical ways if it is to make a positive contribution to everyday life. Grace goes with justice, underscoring the reason that Christians must be involved with social justice. Those who are being mistreated or overlooked must have an advocate; grace demands this. None of us deserve the advocacy of Jesus, yet we have received it. Similarly, we must be the voice for those who are on the receiving end of injustice. 


