Daily Study Questions for Jude
The Big Idea: Because of the value of our faith and the efforts of evil men to destroy it we must guard it at all costs.
	I. Contend Earnestly (1-7)
	Key Idea: The body of faith that we have been given must be defended vigorously against all who would pervert it by words or actions. 

	1. Read Jude 1-2. In what 3 ways are Jude’s readers described (v1) and what is the significance of each? What is his prayer for them (v2)? 
	Jude’s readers are “called”, “beloved in God the Father”, and “kept for Jesus Christ”. The order of the phrases in the Greek is 1) beloved, then 2) kept for Jesus Christ, then 3) called. This implies that God loved us first, then He kept us for Jesus Christ (see John 17:6), then He called them. This shows that the idea of calling is a very personal designation, meaning that we who know Christ have been personally called out by God. Romans 8:28-30 says that those whom God “foreknew” – denoting intimate knowledge – He also predestined to become conformed to the image of His Son. Because of this purpose He called us “out of darkness and into His glorious light” (1 Pet 2:9). God has called us and when we respond it is into a personal relationship. Jude’s readers were more than just called, though; they were also beloved in God the Father. This speaks of God’s affection towards us as His children; He doesn’t just tolerate us, but He loves us. Finally, the fact that we are kept for Jesus means that those who believe in Jesus are His inheritance, and that God will let nothing happen to those who know Him personally. As John 17:6 shows Jesus Himself “kept” those whom God had given to Him. This fits with John 10:28-29 in which Jesus says, “I give to them eternal life and no one will snatch them out of My hand. My Father who gave them to me is greater than all and no one shall snatch them out of My Father’s hand.” We are secure in Jesus and the Father. After addressing his readers, Jude then prayed that God would multiply mercy, peace and love to them. These are the three things that everyone needs to have a great life so this was a very significant request. Apply: The great wonder is that God knew us personally before time began and then kept us for His Son Jesus. There is no reason to doubt our salvation once we have responded to God’s call; rather we should exult in it and live for God out of deep gratitude for His love for us.

	2. In 3-4 what did Jude feel compelled to write (v3) and why (v3, 4)? What action did he call on his readers to take (v3) and how should we apply this? 
	As Jude was making every effort to write about their common salvation, he felt an overwhelming compulsion (a deeply felt inclination, like being doubled up on the inside) to write that his readers contend earnestly for the faith which was once for all delivered to the saints. The idea of contending earnestly (epagonizomai, a compound of epi – upon and agonizomai, to expend great effort) comes from the athletic arena in which athletes “agonized” as they sought to retain the prize that they stood upon – kind of like “king of the mountain”. The faith upon which we stand is that body of truth that Christ taught the apostles (saints) – it has been delivered once and is not subject to improvement or amendment. This is a vitally important understanding for today since many think that new revelation is constantly occurring (really just their opinions). The reality is that any revelation we receive today is already found in the teachings of the apostles from Christ and their writings in the rest of the New Testament. We are told in Heb 1:1-2 that although God did speak in many ways and in many portions in the past, in these last days God has spoken to us in His Son, who has now sat down. When Jesus said it is finished on the cross there was no further need for new revelation; even the revelation of the rest of the New Testament related to the teachings of Jesus to His apostles while He was on earth (and with Paul, the last apostle, later). The reason that Jude felt compelled to urge his readers to contend for the once delivered faith was that “certain” (he preferred that they not be dignified by being named) men had “crept” in unnoticed (this word implies that they came in by way of a side entrance, and then were embedded deeply like a worm so that they were not visible to the naked eye). These people had to be acknowledged and exposed or they would destroy the fellowship. They probably carried with them the teachings that John was warning his readers against in his three letters – an emerging gnosticism in which the flesh was evil, a special knowledge allowed some to be above others, an excessive interest in angels, and at attitude of arrogance that would divide the church. Today we must beware of those who claim special knowledge and who do worldly things as if they don’t matter because the flesh is irrelevant, being evil. They will divide the church by their arrogance. Apply: It is easier to just passively sit by while people who know a lot of scripture lead the flock astray. There are also those who behave wrongly but have elaborate arguments (“that’s just legalism”, for example) that justify their bad behavior. These people are often influential in the Body because they set an example that allows others to do the wrong thing, too. Both of these people must be counteracted or the church will fall apart or become worthless as a testimony for Christ. This requires diligence, effort, and thick skin to take such a stand. 

	3. From 5-7 what 3 examples show that no one is exempt from God’s judgment (v5, 6, 7)? What brought about each one’s judgment (v5, 6, 7)? 
	If God delivered Israel at the Red Sea, yet still destroyed those who didn’t believe in Him in the wilderness, if He placed in everlasting chains under darkness angels who, although created pure, then arrogantly rebelled against Him, and if He rained down fire and brimstone on a whole region – Sodom and Gomorrah and their surrounding towns for gross sexual immorality, then He certainly will judge anyone who rebels against Him, no matter how “good” they seem to act or speak. These people must be weeded out of the fellowship or they will bring all into such judgment. Apply: No one is exempt from God’s judgment, although the reason people continue in their evil is because they think that somehow they will be the exception that won’t get caught. These three examples show that judgment is coming for all, no matter who they think they are. 

	II. Counteract Evil Infiltrators           (8-19)
	Key Idea: Those who seek to destroy the fellowship are evil in every aspect so they must be aggressively counteracted. 

	4. Based on Jude 8-9 how were the people acting that Jude was contending against (v8)? Whose example showed this was wrong (v9)? 
	These people were “dreamers”, meaning that the probably thought they were receiving revelation through their dreams. This sounds plausible since it was prophesied in Joel 2:28-32 that the young would prophesy and see visions and the old men would dream dreams in the last days. The dreams of these enemies of the faith in Jude led them to affirm that defiling the flesh, rejecting authority, and reviling (blaspheming) angelic majesties were God’s will (based on their dream revelations). However, every supposed word from the Lord must first be tested with Scripture or the wisdom of those who base their teaching on Scripture. This is the meaning of v9; this was not written in the Bible anywhere, but rather in a Christian writing that was around in the time of Jude’s readers (The Assumption of Moses). Since Jude quotes from this writing it means that the account of Satan wrangling with Michael the Archangel to gain possession of Moses’ body is accurate. The question is why Satan would want Moses’ body; the answer is probably so that he could use it to deceive believers. This shows the great power that God has given Satan; if it were possible he could deceive even the elect. This is not possible because God protects His chosen ones from such destructive deception. The point of the event to which Jude refers is that even Michael, the highest good angel, did not pronounce a judgment against Satan. Rather, he said “the Lord rebuke you”. If Michael is no match for Satan then certainly human believers must not think they can arrogantly fight Satan in their own strength and words. Instead, we must resist the devil by saying like Michael, “the Lord rebuke you”. Apply: The people we must counteract are “in your face” kind of people, so they are not easy to deal with. They use “special” experiences, like dreams, visions, a “word from the Lord”, or whatever to intimidate others; they are arrogant, and willing to revile anyone. People that have these attitudes must have attention called to them and confronted. Mature believers will act just the opposite. 

	5. According to 10-11 why did these people revile the truth (v10)? How had they imitated the error of Cain (Gen 3), Balaam (Num 22-24), and Korah (Num 16)? 
	These heretics reviled (blasphemed, cursed) anything they didn’t understand, much like bullies do in the school yard. They also acted like animals that have to act in certain ways even though what they do will get them in trouble (like a dog attacking an innocent person). They had imitated the error of Cain, who murdered his brother because of his own wrongdoing; the error of Balaam who prophesied for money, and of Korah, who rebelled against Aaron and Moses, God’s appointed authority. In essence they were murderers, greedy, and incorrigible, above all authority except their own. Apply: These are 3 basic errors that people fall into – they try to destroy anyone or anything they don’t understand, they do things strictly because of the financial benefits that accrue to them, and they defy anyone else’s authority. So it is natural that false believers will act this way in church, and we must be on the lookout for such characteristics so that we will know the kind of people to avoid. 

	6. From 12-13 what evil were these men committing in the church (v12) and what were they compared to (v12-13)? What do these things mean and what is their destiny (v13)? 
	These people were like hidden barriers (reefs, rocks) in their “love feasts” (the ancient term for the dinner and fellowship that surrounded the partaking of the Lord’s supper) – people “crashed” into them unawares and were destroyed. They cared only for themselves even though they wanted the appearance of caring about others. In this sense they were like clouds that offered the promise of rain, but had none, and like clouds driven by the wind were aimless and unpredictable. They were also like fruitless autumn trees, doubly dead because they not only had no fruit, but were uprooted as well (no roots and no fruit, neither receiving nor giving life). They were like foaming, crashing waves whose shame splattered on everyone around them. They were like pattern-less shooting stars or meteors that would end up in the black darkness forever. They did nothing for no one and their end would be desolation and darkness. Apply: The real test of true spirituality is whether or not fruit is produced. Almost every characteristic presented here has a good appearance, but no substance upon closer inspection. This has the effect of hurting weaker believers because they expect help but are crushed when they get none – especially when they follow such people. 

	7. In 14-16 what had Enoch prophesied (v14-15), and why was God’s punishment on them just (v15)? What else had they done wrong (v16)? 
	In another non-scriptural writing extant at the time, 1 Enoch, Enoch, the seventh generation from Adam who “walked with God”, had prophesied that the Lord would come with many thousands to execute judgment on all and to convict the ungodly of all their ungodly works which they had done in an ungodly way, and of the harsh things that these ungodly sinners had said against God. It is obvious that the key idea in v15 is “ungodly”, thus their impending punishment is just. Jude is getting across that ungodliness is the key description of these people who have infiltrated the fellowship and must be contended against. He went on to explain the specifics of their ungod-liness: they were grumblers, fault-finders, followers of their selfish desires, arrogant, and manipulators of others by flattery for their own advantage. Apply: It should not surprise us that false teachers are everywhere because they have been predicted since time began by God’s spokesmen. We are not being judgmental when we demand true believe and righteous behavior from those who represent God. The reality is that they will be judged whether we confront them or not – their words and actions go before them and they will be held accountable for them. At the same time we must judge ourselves by the same standards. 

	8. Using 17-19 who else predicted that such people would infiltrate the church (v17-18)? How are these infiltrators further described (v18-19)? 
	Not only had Enoch prophesied of this judgment, but the apostles had also done so. Paul predicted that there would be a falling away in the last days (Acts 20:29, 1 Tim 4:1, 2 Tim 3:1, 4:3) and Peter had used almost the same words as Jude in 2 Pet 3:3. Whether Jude is quoting Peter, or simply referring to the prevalent teaching of the apostles during his time, either way this teaching of mockers in the last times had been predicted from the beginning as well as in the time of the apostles. These people mocked God’s truth and His promises, they caused divisions in the Body, were worldly-minded and devoid of (without) the Spirit (they weren’t saved). Unfortunately they did seek to infiltrate the Body so that others were susceptible to their influence. Apply: We must beware of those that mock God’s Word by saying that it is not completely true and we must beware of those who live in a worldly fashion –even materialistically, indulging the flesh. We must also beware of those who rely on human ingenuity rather than giving evidence of the Spirit’s presence in their lives. 

	III. Center on Him (20-25)
	Key Idea: We must take positive steps to build our faith and support others if we are to withstand the strategies of the enemy. 

	9. Based on 20-21 what 4 things should true believers personally do in light of such infiltrators (v20, 21)? How would you specifically do these things? 
	True believers must first build themselves up on their most holy faith. This can refer to their active believing or to the “faith” once delivered to the saints. Really there is not a substantial difference because the only way our experience of faith grows is as we understand more and more the greatness of the object of our faith. Thus, if we know “the faith” better, including who God is and what His ways are, then we will be built up in our capacity of belief. For example, if I see my big brother manhandle someone who is abusing me then I have a greater trust in him than if he had just told me that he would defend me. My understanding of his power has grown, so my faith has grown. So, when I study the Bible in depth and understand the power, love and wisdom of God I automatically trust Him more. The key, then, to building ourselves up in our most holy faith is to know the Word better and to live it out so that God is shown to be absolutely faithful. Secondly, believers must pray in the Holy Spirit. This means that we must let the Holy Spirit guide our prayer so that it is a live conversation with the living God. Thirdly, we must keep ourselves in the love of God. Since God’s love for us never changes this has to do with us keeping ourselves aware of God’s love for us at all times. The enemy’s number one tactic is to accuse us, both before God and to us. He wants us to think God is displeased with us and he wants us to be displeased with ourselves. However, if we will remember the fullness of God’s love for us that tactic will not work. Finally, we should await anxiously (stand on spiritual tiptoes as one has said it) for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ to eternal life. That to which we are looking forward always pulls our hearts towards it. So, if we are anxiously looking forward to God’s mercy at the end we will orient our lives towards His ultimate approval. Apply: These are the basic things that believers must do to be able to successfully stand against false teachers and falsely professing believers – build up our faith, pray, keep saturated with the love of God, and living with the present expectation that Christ is coming again soon. Without these basics in our lives we are very susceptible to falling into the deception of the enemy and his disciples. 

	10. Looking at 22-23 what three groups are vulnerable to being overtaken by deceivers (v22, 23)? How should we relate to each (v22, 23)? 
	Those who doubt, those who are in the fire – maybe the fire that leads to hell since they are buying into the false beliefs, and those who are being seduced by the world must all be rescued by true believers. The doubters must be shown mercy as we help them live in true faith. Those in the fire must be snatched (to be seized or carried away) out of harm’s way. In other words those who are starting to believe these false teachings must be immediately extracted from the influence of their teachers. Finally, we must have mercy on those who are worldly by seeking to win them back, but we must do so with a healthy fear of being caught up in that worldliness ourselves. Apply: We do have a responsibility to help one another stay out of the traps of Satan. This takes work and is somewhat dangerous because we can fall prey to the same things. But it is worth it because we are engaging in spiritual battle. 

	11. Read 24-25. How is God described here, and what will He do for us? Why is this a fitting conclusion to Jude? 
	God is the One who is able to “keep” (the word here means “to guard” – different from “kept” in vss 1, 6) us from stumbling. This means we won’t fall totally down when we are tripped up. Instead He will make sure that we stand blameless with great joy when we come directly into His glorious presence on the day of judgment. He is the only God, and He is our Savior through Jesus Christ our Lord. He is the One to whom glory, majesty, dominion and authority belong from eternity past to eternity future. This is a fitting conclusion to Jude because it shows that our loyalty to God who is far more powerful and wise than these evil infiltrators is the only wise course of action. He is the reason we must contend earnestly for the once delivered faith because He is worthy of all praise and He is the only hope for a world heading into judgment. Apply: Ultimately the security of our salvation is based on the nature and character of God. He is completely able, faithful, our Savior, and committed to our righteous standing before Him at the judgment. For that reason He is the only One worthy of all praise. 


