Genesis 18-20 Daily Study Questions

The Big Idea: God reveals His plans to us so we can intercede for others, even though we are still imperfect people. 
	I. An Implausible Promise                   (18:1-15)
	Key Idea: Neither human logic nor usual experience limit the fulfillment of God’s promises. 

	1. Read Genesis 18:1-8. Who appeared to Abraham (v1-2), and how did he respond (v2)? What did he request (v3-5, 6-8)? Why did do you think he reacted like this? 
	The Lord appeared to Abraham as one of three “men” who were standing across from him at his tent door in the heat of the day. These three were the Lord and two angels (19:1) who appeared as men; the appearance of God in human form is a “theophany” and this must have been Jesus in His pre-incarnate form. When Abraham saw them he realized they were above him so he ran from his door to meet them and then bowed himself down to the earth. He requested that they stay and rest under the tree for a while and he would wash their feet. Furthermore, he promised to bring them some bread; he then told Sarah in the tent to prepare the bread and he took a young choice calf from his flock to roast for them. Lastly, he took some curds and milk along with the calf and bread and placed it before them to eat. Based on this entire story (v12-14, 23) it seems that Abraham recognized that he was in the presence of the Lord although it never says that directly. 

	2. Looking at 18:9-15 how did these men involve Sarah (v9-10)? How did Sarah react to their news (v12) and why (v11)? What did the Lord do about this (v13-15) and how can we apply this? 
	The three asked where Sarah was and when Abraham told them she was in the tent they said that when they returned at that time the next year that Sarah would have a son. They (the Lord) knew that Sarah was listening from inside the tent and this was, in a sense, another test of faith for her. Both she and Abraham were advanced in years, past childbearing years (89 and 99), so Sarah laughed to herself when she heard this. She said, “After I have become old shall I have pleasure, my lord being old also?” In other words a man of Abraham’s age would be too old to be able to have sex with his wife. The Lord confronted this skepticism by asking why she laughed and asking if anything was too difficult for the Lord. Even though Sarah denied that she had laughed the Lord would not allow her to escape; she had laughed and He would show her how wrong her unbelief was when she had a son by the time He returned the next year. This tells us at least two things; first, nothing is too difficult for God, and two, we can’t fake God out. He knows when we are believing, and when we are not, so it is best for us to simply admit where we are so He can help us. 

	II. An Irresolvable Problem (18:16-19:29)
	Key Idea: When people reach the point that they will not repent, God’s only option is to bring judgment on them. 

	3. Using 18:16-21 who was one of the men (v16-17)? What were they deciding (v17, 20-21) and why (v18, 19)? What was going on in Sodom and Gomorrah (v20)? 
	As we see here (and from v1 and 13) one of these men was the Lord. These three were deciding whether or not they should tell Abraham about the judgment they were about to rain down on Sodom and Gomorrah. The “outcry” (of those being oppressed and tormented, including Lot – 2 Pet 2:6-8) was so great and the sin so exceedingly grave of Sodom and Gomorrah that it had ascended to heaven; God didn’t even need His angels to report about this. So, because of the oppression and sin, it was time for judgment; and while God wouldn’t reveal His plans to most people, Abraham was different. He was the one through whom God had chosen to bless all the nations of the earth, so he had a stake in what God did to the world. Besides, as Amos 3:7, God doesn’t do anything without revealing His secret counsel to His prophets. This is presumably so that His prophets can deliver His message of impending judgment to people so that they will repent. 

	4. From Gen 18:22-33 what was Abraham’s question (v22-23) and his approach (v24, 27-28, 29, 30, 31, 32)? What was his prayer based on (v25) and what was God’s response (v26-32, 33)? Apply. 
	In this apparent prayer of intercession for Lot Abraham asked the Lord whether He would sweep away the righteous with the wicked. The first stage of his question was if there were fifty righteous men in the city would God not spare the place because of the fifty righteous ones in it. He then presented the basis of this prayer, that the Judge of all the earth would not act with injustice; He would not treat the righteous and the wicked alike. God told Abraham that he was right – He would not destroy a place if fifty righteous were found in it. This is revealing because it tells us that even when bad things happen to “good” (righteous) people God is still not treating them like He does the wicked. God does discriminate fairly between the righteous and the unrighteous and does treat them differently. Abraham went on to ask if there were forty-five would He do this, and God’s answer was again, “No”. He then asked about forty, then thirty, then twenty, and then ten. Each time the Lord said He would not destroy the entire city – even if only ten were found. Abraham asked no further, and so the Lord departed and Abraham returned to his place. Based on what happened next, there were not ten righteous ones found in the city, so it got destroyed; but in the infinite wisdom and justice of God, He rescued Lot, his wife and his daughters anyway. We can always trust God to take care of us if we follow Him. 

	5. In 19:1-11 where was Lot (v1) and how did he respond to the angels (v2-3)? How did the people treat them (v4-5), what was Lot’s reaction (v6-8), and their response (v9)? How was he taken care of by the angels (v10-11)? 
	Lot was found sitting in the city gate, a place of prominence in Sodom. This is telling picture of the lure of the world since he first “pitched his tent toward Sodom” (13:12), then was in Sodom (14:12), and now he was one of its leading citizens. However, Lot was a righteous man, according to 2 Pet 2:6-8, so he brought the angels in and treated them well, baking a feast for them. As soon as the night fell, though, the men of Sodom surrounded the house and demanded that Lot bring those “men” out so they could have sexual relations with them. Lot went out to talk to them, shutting the door behind him. He told them to not act wickedly, and proposed instead that they take his two virgin daughters to do to them whatever they liked. This was an unnecessary bargain because God would take care of him, but it shows how much of the world’s attitude that Lot had probably adopted. When Lot said this to them they told him to stand aside, then derided him for coming in as an alien, and then acting like their judge. They threatened to treat him worse than they would treat the angels. This sounds very much like the way people treat those today who try to correct them. As they tried to break in the door the angels snatched Lot back inside and shut the door, and struck the men outside with such blindness that they couldn’t even find the doorway. 

	6.  Looking at 19:12-22 what did the angels tell Lot to do (v12, 15, 17) and why (v13)? How did Lot and his family respond (v14, 16, 18-20)? How else were they shown grace (v21-22)? 
	The angels told Lot to get his sons, his son-in-law, his daughters, and whomever else he had (other righteous allies) in the city and take them out of Sodom. This was because the outcry of Sodom was so great that God was about to destroy the city through them. Lot went out and spoke to his soon to be sons-in-law about this but they though he must be joking. So, the next morning, the angels told Lot to get his wife and two daughters and leave so they wouldn’t be swept away in the punishment of the city (this corresponds to Abraham’s prayer). However, Lot hesitated, so the angels, because of the Lord’s compassion on him, seized the hands of Lot, his wife, and his two daughters and put them out of the city. As they did they told them to escape for their lives, to not look back, and to not stay anywhere in the valley (the brimstone or lava would flow in the valley). Lot, though, was afraid to go to the mountains, asking instead to go to a city. The city, Zoar, would have been overthrown too, but God preserved it for Lot’s sake. This story shows how immersed Lot and his family were in Sodom, which in turn kept them from depending on God. They really didn’t want to leave Sodom, his sons-in-law thought he was joking about “the judgment of God”, and he was afraid to go anywhere but where he felt safe (a city). When we live in the world and depend on the flesh we get weaker and weaker in terms of our faith. The only way to stay strong is to walk in faith each day. 

	7. Read 19:23-29. What did God do to Sodom and Gomorrah (v23-25) and to Lot’s wife (v26)? What did Abraham do (v27-28) and how had God been faithful (v29)? Why?
	The Lord rained fire and brimstone out of heaven on Sodom and Gomorrah, overthrowing these cities and all the valley inhabitants, as well as everything that grew on the ground. Not only that, but since Lot’s wife disobeyed the word of the angel (maybe longingly looking back at her “home”) she became a pillar of salt. This was not a natural occurrence, but a supernatural act of God to give us a lesson in obedience; once we put our hand to the plow we must not look back. Abraham rose early that morning to look in the direction of Sodom and Gomorrah, and he saw the smoke rising. He didn’t know that God had been faithful to His promise to Abraham to not destroy the righteous with the wicked. This is what He did, though; He remembered (did what He said He would do) Abraham and sent Lot out before He destroyed the cities. 

	III. Two Inconceivable Plots (19:30-20:18)
	Key Idea: Regardless of how faithful God has been to us, we are always capable of acting in self-reliance and unbelief.

	8. Using 19:30-38 what change occurred and why (v30)? What plan did Lot’s daughters devise (v31-35) and what was the result (v36-28)? Why does this show?  
	After a while Lot decided to head for the mountains because he was afraid to stay in Zoar. The fear of God’s judgment must have been greater than the fear of the mountains; either way Lot’s decisions were based on fear, which led to him living in a cave. There were no people around, including other men with whom his daughters could bear children, so they decided to get Lot drunk and have sex with him. This would perpetuate their family lines, so they executed their plan; the result was that they both became pregnant by their dad. The first-born bore a child and named him Moab, and he became the father of the Moabites; the younger daughter named her son, Ben-ammi, and he became the father of the Ammonites. This perversity shows that really it was Lot that God saved out of Sodom; he was the only righteous one in the entire place – even his daughters were evil.

	9. From 20:1-7 where did Abraham go (v1) and what did he do wrong (v2, 5)? How did God deal with it (v3-4, 6-7)? Who did He involve in the solution (v7)? 
	After this Abraham went south to the Negev and told the inhabitants that Sarah was his sister, still fearful that someone would take her (now at least ninety) and kill him since he was her husband. This is what happened; Abimelech, king of Gerar, took her, but God told him in a dream that he was a dead man because she was married. Abimelech pleaded with God not to kill him and his nation since he had innocently done this. God let him know, again in a dream, that He knew this and that is why He had not let him engage in sexual relations with her. He simply told him to restore Sarah to Abraham, and since he was a prophet to ask him to pray for him. Even though Abraham had put Sarah in harm’s way, had put his promised son in harm’s way (he still hadn’t been born), and had put the whole nation of Gerar in harm’s way, God still took care  of him. He used this as a way to show Abimelech that Abraham would be the source of blessing for him, fulfilling his divine destiny. God is such a merciful God. 

	10. According to 20:8-18 what did Abimelech say (v8-10) and what was Abraham’s excuse (v11, 12-13)? What was the final outcome (v14-16, 17-18)? 
	Abimelech got in Abraham’s face about his deception – he wanted to know what he had done that would make Abraham commit such a great sin against him and his nation. He told him he was wrong, and then Abraham responded with an insulting excuse. He told him he had done this because he assumed there was no fear of God in Gerar, so he though he would use his ingenuity to protect himself. After all, Sarah was the sister of Abraham in that she was the daughter of his father, but not his mother. They had agreed in advance that they would leverage this fact to their advantage everywhere they went – this was the way that Sarah would show him kindness (it sounds pretty pathetic). The final outcome was that Abimelech gave Abraham lots of material goods, restored Sarah to Abraham, and told him to settle wherever he wanted to in his land. He told Sarah that he had given his “brother” a thousand pieces of silver to completely clear any implication that he had had any sexual relations with Sarah - his pledge that nothing had happened. With all this Abraham prayed to God and He healed Abimelech, his wife and his maids so that they all bore children; before this God had closed fast all the wombs of the women of his household. This shows God’s incredible blessing on Abraham. 

	11. As you look at Gen 18-20 give some examples to follow and examples to avoid. Why did God give Abraham the inside scoop on His plans, and what does this teach us? 
	Abraham intercession for Lot is a great example to follow – he never gave up on Him and believed in God enough to pray for him. Lot’s obedience to the angels was good, although he wasn’t completely sold out to the Lord. On the other hand, Sarah’s lack of faith, the Sodomites evil, along with Lot’s family’s lack of belief, Lot’s wife’s longing for Sodom, Lot’s fear, Lot’s daughters’ perversity, and Abraham’s deception were all examples to avoid. God’s desire for Abraham to know what He was going to do shows that God wants us to use His Word as a basis to pray for others. We don’t have to be perfect – Abraham wasn’t – but God wants us to pray for those around us according to His Word. 


