10-25-09 Lesson Notes - Matt 4:12-25; Mk 1:21-2:12; Lk 4:14-5:11- I’ve Got the Power
The Big Idea: Jesus built His ministry by ministering to the needs of others in the power of God’s Spirit. 
	I. Powerful Influence and Teaching (Matt 4:12-25, Luke 4:14-5:11)
	Key Idea: Jesus’ teaching and miracles laid the foundation for crowds of followers and disciples. 

	1. Read Matt 4:12-17. What event led Jesus to the next phase of His ministry (v12) and where was His base (v12-13)? Why was this location significant (v14-16)? Explain His message (v17).  
	When John was taken into custody (see Matt 14:1-12) Jesus withdrew to Galilee, probably for two reasons. First, the situation was probably hostile for Jesus because of Herod’s reaction to John, and second, Jesus’ primary ministry was going to be in Galilee, not Judea. So, He “set up camp” on the northern shore of the Sea of Galilee in Capernaum, the home town Peter, Andrew, James, John and Matthew. Jesus had already performed ministry there so He know the feasibility of this as a base of operations. This location was significant because it had been prophesied in Isaiah 9:1-2 that the Messiah would minister there; He would be the “light” that would dawn on Galilee of the Gentiles. Jesus’ message as He began the major portion of His ministry was the same as John’s: “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand”. He was essentially saying what He had told Nicodemus – unless a person has a change of heart about the way to enter the kingdom they will not be able to participate in it. Since He was the Messiah, or King, of this kingdom it was crucial to pay attention to His words. First, one did not automatically qualify for the kingdom because they were Jewish; instead, they had to repent, or accept the fact that they had to change their heart and ways. Secondly, the kingdom was at hand, meaning that the time to enter the kingdom was at that time. This flew in the face of the accepted beliefs; the Jews were waiting for a physical deliverer to defeat the Romans and usher in a political kingdom. Jesus, though, was informing them that they entrance would be through spiritual means because it was a spiritual kingdom. 

	2. From Luke 4:14-30 what were the elements of Jesus’ first message (v16-19) and what did He declare (v20-21, 23-27)? How was this received at first (v22) and at the end (v28-30)? Why?
	After Jesus had withdrawn into Galilee, and probably before He set up in Capernaum, Jesus delivered His inaugural message in His hometown of Galilee. There was an opportunity in the synagogue service for a visitor to read a passage from the Old Testament and expound on it, so Jesus used this to preach His first sermon. He used Isaiah 61:1-2, a well-known messianic passage, to outline His ministry. He would have the Spirit of the Lord on Him, anointed to preach the good news to the poor, to proclaim release to the captives, recovery of sight to the blind, and to set free the oppressed. He would proclaim the year (time) of the Lord’s favor. When the Messiah came all of the things would happen, as every good Jew knew, and the kingdom would be ushered in. Jesus then declared the stunning truth – that Isaiah 61:1-2 had been fulfilled that very day in their hearing. Everyone listening wondered how “Joseph’s son” could be saying such gracious (God’s grace by bringing in the kingdom) things, in essence questioning His authority. Apparently they did not accept it because He had not done miracles there in Nazareth as He had in Capernaum. He went on to confront their unbelief by pointing out that He hadn’t done those miracles because He was not welcome in His home town. He compared this to the days of Elijah whom God sent to a Gentile widow in Sidon rather than any of the widows of Israel, or the days of Elisha when God healed a Gentile, Naaman, rather than any of the lepers of Israel. His point is that God cares about all people, not just the Jews, and that He will meet the needs of anyone who has faith in Him. This teaching, that God cares about the Gentiles as well as the Jews, so enraged them that they tried to throw Jesus off the cliff. In an apparent miracle, though, He was able to elude them.

	3. Using Matt 4:18-22 who did Jesus “officially” call as disciples and what were they like (v18, 21)? What did Jesus promise (v19) and how did they respond (v20, 22)? 
	In this second encounter of Jesus with Simon (who was now called Peter), his brother Andrew, James and John, who were simple, plain fishermen, He called them to follow Him and leave their fishing nets behind. It was a very prestigious thing to be called as a rabbi’s disciple, so they immediately left their nets and followed Him. Jesus promised that if they responded to His call that He would make them “fishers of men”, a much higher profession that catching fish for a living. 

	4. In Luke 5:1-11 what was Jesus doing (v1-3) and what other purpose did He have (v3, 10)? What miracle did He perform (v4-7) and how did it fulfill His purpose (v8-11)? 
	Jesus was teaching in the open air by the Sea of Gennesaret (Galilee) and the crowd was getting so large that it was pressing around Him. Seeing two boats at the edge of the lake He got into one of them, Simon’s, and asked him to move offshore a little. After He sat down in the boat and taught the crowds He pursued His second purpose, that of recruiting Simon, James and John to permanently follow Him as disciples. He told Simon to put his net into the deep water for a catch. Simon resisted a little, saying that had worked all night but had caught nothing; however, he consented to do it since Jesus was the one asking. When they pulled it up there were so many fish that the nets almost broke, they had to call others to help, and the boats almost sank. This revealed to Simon Peter that he was in the presence of God so he asked Jesus to leave since he was a sinful man. He, along with James and John, were amazed at this miraculous catch of fish. This must have been the final call of Jesus to the discipleship on the lives of these fishermen and while they were afraid, Jesus told them to fear not because from that time on they would be catching men. They did leave everything at that point and follow Him. 

	5. Look back on Simon’s 2 prior encounters with Jesus (Jn 1:35-42, Matt 4:18-22). What had he apparently done and what does Luke 5:1-11 reveal about Jesus’ process of calling followers? 
	It seems from John 1 that Simon had first walked with Jesus and although Jesus told him that he would be Peter, a rock, at some point he had gone back to fishing at that time. The second call of Jesus to Simon in Matt 4 was when he, along with Andrew, James and John were casting and mending their nets by the sea. But again, it seems that they went back to fishing. Finally, in this encounter in Luke Jesus performed a miracle and powerfully called Peter, James and John to be His disciples, and at this point it was permanent. This picture shows that Jesus calls us to be His followers continually and that He will keep doing so until we obey. He is patient with us and will do what it takes to enable us to carry out His will. 

	II. Powerful Signs (Mk 1:21-2:12)
	Key Idea: Although Jesus’ miracles caused great crowds to follow His purpose was to minister to others and glorify His Father. 

	6. Read Mark 1:21-28. What 2 things did Jesus do next (v21, 23-26) and where (v21)? Why were the people amazed (v22, 27) and what was the result (v28)? 
	Jesus went into the synagogue at Capernaum and began to teach with authority. This amazed them because the scribes never taught this way; they always referred to others’ teachings that gave them their authority. While He was teaching a man was in the synagogue who had an unclean spirit. This spirit shouted, “What do we have to do with you, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are – the Holy One of God.” Jesus rebuked the spirit, saying, “Be quiet, and come out of him!”, and the unclean spirit then threw the possessed man into convulsions, cried out with a loud voice and departed. This also caused all of them to be amazed, and this, along with His authoritative teaching, caused a debate among them. They wanted to know the identity of this one who taught with such authority that even unclean spirits obeyed Him. As a result the news of His teaching and authority spread throughout Galilee. 

	7. Using Mk 1:29-34 how did Jesus demonstrate His divine power (29-31, 32-34)? Comparing this to Matt 4:23-25 what was the outcome of these miracles (v25)? 
	After leaving the synagogue Jesus entered Simon and Andrew’s house. There He encountered Simon’s mother-in-law lying there with a serious fever. At his request Jesus went to her, raised her up and took her by the hand. The fever then left her and she got up and waited on them. When the evening came the people began bringing Him the sick and demon-possessed while the whole city gathered at the door. He healed many who were ill and cast out many demons. Since it was not yet the time to fully reveal Himself He did not permit them to speak because they knew who He was. These miracles did result in a great following for Him from all of the surrounding regions. 

	8. Based Mk 1:35-39 what was another source of Jesus’ power (v35)? What “pressures” did He have to overcome to do this (v36-37, 38-39)? What does this show?  
	After an extremely busy and lengthy day Jesus got up early the next morning, while it was still dark, to spend time with His Father. He went out to a lonely place and was praying there. It wasn’t easy to be able to do this because Simon and his companions were hunting for Him in response to everyone’s desire for more healings. Jesus did not respond to this pressure, though. He knew He had come to preach in all the towns He could, not just in that area. He knew what the Father wanted and was able to say “No” so He could follow His course. He was not driven by the approval of others. 

	9. In Mk 1:40-45 what did Jesus’ do for the leper (v40-42) and what was His main concern (v43)? What did He command (v44), what happened (v45), and what was the result (v45)?  
	As Jesus was apparently heading out to a different place a leper came before Him and fell on his knees. He asked Jesus to make him clean if He was willing. Even though Jesus was on His way to another place His compassion led Him to stretch out His hand and touch him, saying, “I am willing, be cleansed”. He sternly warned him not to tell anyone and sent him away to the priest so he could receive ceremonial cleansing. However, the man went out and proclaimed the news of his healing everywhere so that Jesus could no longer publicly enter a city. He had to go to the unpopulated countryside, but everyone from everywhere still came to Him. 

	10. From Mk 2:1-12 what did Jesus do for the paralytic (v1-5, 11-12)? Which was harder (v9)? How was he able to be healed (v4-5) and why did Jesus heal him (v10)? What was the twofold response (v6-7, 12)? 
	The story in Mark has shown Jesus healing those sick with many diseases, casting out demons, and healing leprosy. Now a story of a paralytic is presented in which his friends bring him to Jesus with great effort and faith. He was speaking in a house that was so “maxed out” that the paralytic’s friends couldn’t get him in front of Jesus for healing. So, they dug a hole in the thatch roof and lowered the lame man down in front of Jesus. When Jesus saw their faith – probably of all five of them – He said to the paralytic, “My son, your sins are forgiven”, rather than physically healing him. This caused some of the scribes to accuse Him of blasphemy since only God can forgive sins. Jesus was aware in His spirit that they were thinking this, so He asked which was more difficult, to heal physically or forgive sins. Of course the latter is more difficult, although it can’t be physically seen, meaning He had done that which was harder. However, so that they would know that He, the Son of Man, had authority on earth to forgive sins, He gave them the outward sign. He healed the man and told him to rise, take up his pallet, and go home, which he immediately did. This amazed all of them (probably not including the scribes) and they glorified God, saying they had never seen anything like that. This story again shows that Jesus was not going for acclaim, but was simply doing whatever God’s compassion and purpose led Him to do. 

	11. As you look at the beginning of this phase of Jesus’ ministry, what are some of the purposes to which He is committed? What is the source of His power for their fulfillment? 
	Jesus was committed to the recruitment and development of disciples and to ministering to the physical and spiritual needs of those around Him. He accomplished this through powerful teaching, through His influential presence, and through miraculous healings and exorcisms. The source of His power for all of this was the working of the Spirit in His life and His intimate, dependent relationship with His Father. While many of His signs were strictly due to His divine nature, many others were simply a demonstration of the work of the Spirit in the life of a surrendered human being. He is the perfect example for us. 


