2 Corinthians 12-13 - Daily Study Questions – Out of Body Experiences

The Big Idea: As God’s grace and love flows through us we will confirm His work in us by                                encouraging one another and living in peace.
	I. Concrete Evidence (12:1-18)
	Key Idea: While experiences and divine power are good, the real evidence of God’s work in us is love and integrity.  

	1. Read II Cor 12:1-6. What did Paul feel about boasting (v1)? Why? What did he reveal (v1, 2, 3-4) and when was this (v2)? Who was this “man” and how did it relate to his “boast” (v5-6)? 
	Paul felt that boasting – detailing his credentials - was necessary because of the slander that he was receiving. Even though boasting itself was foolish, the content of the boast wasn’t foolish because it was the truth (v6). However, he didn’t want to boast about this in himself, but only in relation to the “man” that had had that vision. He wanted to keep things on a level of his daily walk and conversation and not use visions as a ground of how great he was. He wasn’t boasting for his own benefit, but rather to give confidence to those who followed him at Corinth, enabling them to have an answer for his critics. He then told about his credentials – first that he had had visions and revelations of the Lord. Then, he talks about “a man” who was caught up (raptured) into the third heaven (what we normally call heaven – sky, outer space, heaven being first, second and third respectively). He doesn’t mention himself by name because it makes him look better than he is here on earth, but this obviously refers to him (v7). He says that he doesn’t know whether he was literally in the body when he went there, or if it was just his perception; but when he arrived in this “Paradise” he heard inexpressible words, called such because a man is not permitted to speak them, not because they weren’t understood. Possibly God gave it to him so that the spiritual battle could be set up that would mold him into the image of Christ. This revelation had been given to Paul fourteen years earlier and he had never spoken to anyone about it because he wanted to boast in his weakness rather than his strength. 

	2. In 12:7-10 how does Paul characterize these revelations and their potential effect (v7)? What did God do to counter this (v7, 9) and how did Paul react (v8, 9-10)? Why (v10)? Apply. 
	These revelations had “surpassing greatness” (v7), but they weren’t meant to be revealed on earth. In fact, the recipient, Paul, wasn’t to become proud about having received them which could have easily occurred. Rather, God had allowed a messenger from Satan to become a thorn in Paul’s flesh to torment him. The word for torment refers to continual abuse (the same word is used for Jesus’ beatings on the way to the cross), so this would apply to an ongoing issue he faced. This could have been physical, emotional, social or spiritual, but whatever it was the effect was meant to keep him humble. One possibility is that of the constant slander he had to face, which would have had its origin in Satan and which have resulted in his constant humiliation. If it were a physical problem this would be similar to Job’s situation, or if it were a spiritual issue it would be like Peter’s when Satan’s “demand” to “sift Peter like wheat” was granted. Paul’s reaction to this thorn (the word “stake” would be a better translation) in his flesh was to ask God three times to remove it, much like Jesus did in the Garden of Gethsemane. However, just like Jesus, God said “No” because His will would be accomplished by leaving the problem there. This “thorn” would illustrate Paul’s weakness and would force him to depend on God. God’s grace would be sufficient (Gr, “arkeo”, one who is strong coming to someone’s aid) and [Paul’s] power would be perfected (“teleio”, made complete) in weakness. Paul accepted this and became “well-content” with his weakness because then the power of God could dwell in him. Thus, all of Paul’s weaknesses – insults, distresses, persecutions, and difficulties for Christ’s sake – were good because when he was weak, Christ was strong. This gives us also a radically different approach to living for Jesus. Rather than trying to be as strong as we can, we allow the weakness that we face to drive us to dependence on God – then He manifests His strength in us and bears His fruit through us. 

	3. According to 12:11-13 why had Paul boasted and what should have occurred instead (v11)? Describe what showed that he was a true apostle (v12) and how he had demonstrated his care for them (v13).
	Paul had boasted because the Corinthians had compelled him, due to their acceptance of the slander of the false teachers. He should have rather been commended by the Corinthians because they knew that he was not inferior to the most eminent apostles (probably the original disciples), even though he was a “nobody” (this is used in an ironic sense). He had performed the signs of a true apostle – signs, wonders, and miracles (see Heb 2:3-4) – with all perseverance, and these were used to authenticate the gospel message. However, what also showed he was a true apostle was the work he had done among them personally. They were also his authentication as he said in 1 Cor 9:2, and he had demonstrated his care for them by working to support himself so he wouldn’t be a burden to them. 

	4. Based on 12:14-18 what did Paul intend and how (v14)? What was his reason (v14, 15)? What issue did he defend again (v16, 17, 18) and why was this so important to Paul? 
	Paul intended to come to them personally, but not in a burdensome way. Just as parents support their children, rather than vice versa, so he would not let them support him financially. He would gladly expend himself for their souls. He again defended himself against charges of having manipulated them by not demanding financial support. He had, in fact, sent Titus to them to receive support for the poor churches at Jerusalem; but he had refused to gain support for himself. He asked for money, but not for himself; he asked for the poor saints at Jerusalem. He was adamant about this issue because he did not want to be accused of lacking integrity or duplicity. 

	II. Critical Examination                (12:19-13:6)
	Key Idea: We must examine ourselves inwardly and outwardly to be sure that we are truly “in Christ”.

	5. Using on 12:19-21 what mindset does Paul correct (v19) and what fear had led him to do this (v20)? What result would this cause (v21)? How is Paul a good example for us? 
	Paul corrects the mindset that he has been defending himself. Actually, he had been presenting this evidence of his divine authority for their building up, not for his defense. He was fearful that when he came again he would find that they had been led astray in their words and actions by false teachers. The outgrowth of this would have been strife, jealousy, angry tempers, disputes, slanders, gossip, arrogance and disturbances. This would have resulted in humiliation for him and mourning over those who had not repented of their sins of impurity, immorality and sensuality which they had practiced. Paul’s concern for their spiritual purity and faithfulness is a good example for us. He did not want to catch them doing wrong, but find that they were doing right. This is how we should relate to one another, rather than in a spirit of competition. 

	6. According to 13:1-4 what was Paul planning (v1-2) and how would he do it (v1)? What misunderstanding about himself does he correct and why (v3-4)? 
	Paul was planning to secure corroborating testimony of their misconduct when he came to them (a well-known Old Testament principle). He would not spare anyone who had unrepentant sin. This would confirm that he was speaking for Christ, and that this Christ he represented was not weak. Rather, He would be shown to be mighty towards them. As always Paul is concerned about the glory of Christ, not himself. He wants to show that although He was crucified in weakness, He is no longer so. He now lives because of the power of God and those who serve Him do so in His power as well. 

	7. Read 13:5-6. What does Paul tell them to do (v5)? Explain this. What is the truth about any of us (v5) and what truth did Paul want them to realize about him (v6)? 
	Paul told them to test and examine (“dokimazo”, to assay, as metal – to prove its value) themselves if they were in the faith, because this would show that Jesus Christ was in them – unless they failed the test. The point of this is that our outward profession may not rest on an inward reality; we may think we have a saving relationship with God through faith when we actually have never made such a faith commitment. If we discover this then we must immediately repent and place our faith in Christ. The outward evidence should be there for others to see, as Paul hoped was true of him; but even if there seems to be outward evidence we should always be examining our commitment to Christ to insure that it is genuine. This is the most important issue for anyone to resolve because of its eternal consequences. 

	III. Comforting Encouragement (13:7-14)
	Key Idea: The grace, love and fellowship of the Godhead must flow through us for mutual encouragement, peace, and joy.

	8. Using 13:7-10 what did Paul hope for them (v7, 9) and why (v7, 9, 10)? What was not his motive (v7) and what truth was this based on (v8)? 
	Paul hoped that they would do no wrong – not so that Paul would be approved or vindicated, but so that they would do what is right. He wanted them to be complete (mature) in Christ. His concern was for them, not himself, because the truth about him would come out one way or another. He rejoiced when they were strong, even if he was weak; thus he wanted to use his authority to build them up, rather than tear them down with severity. 

	9. In 13:11-13 what instructions did Paul give the Corinthians (v11, 12) and why was each especially applicable to them? How did he encourage them (v13)? 
	In conclusion Paul told the Corinthians to rejoice, be made complete (be fully equipped), be comforted, be like-minded and to live in peace. This would allow the God of love and peace to be with them – for God to manifest these aspects of His nature to them. They needed to have a joyful attitude, they needed to live in harmony in light of their many divisions, and they needed to walk in the encouragement (comfort) of the Lord in light of how they had been torn down by false teachers by uncertainty over Paul’s authenticity. Furthermore, they were to greet one another with a holy kiss, expressing their tenderness towards each other. Although this was a first century custom it had more meaning than mere ritual; it truly conveyed their closeness to each other. Accordingly, Paul conveyed that all the saints where he was located greeted them, too. 

	10. Looking at 13:14 what did Paul pray for them? What does this prayer reveal about the nature of God and what is the specific role of each member of the Godhead?  
	Paul closed with a Trinitarian prayer – for the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God [the Father], and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit to be with them all. Specifically, grace was extended to us directly through Jesus, it was precipitated by the love of God, and both the grace and the love continue to flow by the presence of God through the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, who is God in us. This prayer implies that all three persons of the Godhead are equally God and it shows that each has a personal and specific role to fulfill in relation to believers. 

	11 Review 2 Cor 12-13. What concrete evidence does Paul provide of his authenticity as an apostle (v12:1-6, 12)? What effect had this had on him (v7-10)? What critical examination should each of us make (13:5) and what comforting encouragement should we draw from his closing words (v13:11-14)?  
	Paul’s apostolic signs – signs (visions in the third heaven among other things), wonders and miracles - showed that he was an apostle, but also his concern for the Corinthians and his unwillingness to be a burden to them. These had allowed the possibility of pride, so the Lord allowed Satan to send a messenger that was like a stake in the side of Paul, something that would keep him dependent on the Lord to be effective. Paul encouraged the Corinthians – and us – to do the very thing he had been doing, to examine the genuineness of their faith and walk with the Lord. It is so easy for us to fake ourselves out so we must regularly do an honest assessment of our walk to see if we are in the faith. If we are then we must engage in building each other, helping one another be equipped for ministry, be like-minded and at peace with one another. Then we will be able to rejoice, be affectionate to one another in brother love, and experience first hand the grace, love and fellowship of God. This should be the goal of us all. 


