Study Questions for Acts 9:32-10:48 – Outside the Box
The Big Idea: When we humbly listen to God He will radically change our thinking and lead us to fulfill His desire for salvation for all, including outsiders. 

	I. Incidental Healing from God (9:32-43)
	Key Idea: Wherever we go we must be ready, as part of our normal course, to minister in the name of Jesus. 

	1. Read Acts 9:32-35. Where was Peter (v32) and why was he there (see 8:14-15, 25; 9:31)? Describe who he encountered (v33) and what he did for him (v34). What was the result (v35)? 
	Peter was on his way back to Jerusalem and came to the saints (believers) at Lydda, a town between Jerusalem and Joppa. It was about ten miles southeast of Joppa, which was on the seacoast. That he went from Lydda to Joppa shows that he wasn’t just going back to Jerusalem; the point of this stop was to preach, encourage and minister to the believers there, as various apostles and disciples were doing in all the churches. At Lydda Peter encountered a paralyzed, bedridden man, Aeneas, who had been in that condition for eight years. Calling him by name, Peter told him that “Jesus Christ heals you; arise, and make your bed.” The principle taught by this command is that once we are healed we must begin to leave the past behind and put our lives in order. This is what Jesus wants for us. This miracle also caused those who saw this in Lydda and Sharon to turn to the Lord (repentance and faith).  

	2. From 9:36-43 what was Peter’s next stop, who did he encounter, and what was she like (v36-39)? What was her condition (v37) and what did Peter do (v39-41)? What was the outcome of this (v42-43)? 
	Peter stopped in Joppa next at the request of some disciples who had come to Lydda to ask for his help. One of their fellow disciples, a woman named Tabitha (Dorcas in Greek), had died. She was known for her abundant and continuous charitable works of kindness. One of the things she did was to make tunics and garments for widows in need. They had washed her body and laid her in an upper room, so Peter went to her when he arrived. He sent everyone – who were all weeping – out of the room, knelt down and prayed, then turned to her body and said, “Tabitha, arise.” She then opened her eyes and when she saw Peter she sat up. Giving her his hand, he raised her up, called for all the saints and widows, and presented her alive to them. When this miracle became known all over Joppa many believed in the Lord. After this Peter stayed many days with a tanner whose name also was Simon, presumably to teach and build up the new believers there.

	II. Insightful Hearing from God (10:1-33)
	Key Idea: We must listen insightfully to God if we are to carry out His will. 

	3. Using 10:1-8 to whom did the angel appear (v1-3) and what was he like (v1, 2)? What did the angel tell him (v4, 5-6) and how did he respond (v7-8)? What does this show about him? 
	An angel of God appeared to Cornelius, a Roman centurion, who was a devout God-fearer, along with his household. “God-fearer” was a technical term that referred to a Gentile who had converted to Judaism because of his faith in the God of the Jews. He showed the genuineness of his faith by giving alms to the Jewish people and praying continually. About 3pm he as he was probably praying he had a vision of an angel who addressed him by name and told him that his prayers and alms had come to God’s attention. He was to dispatch some men to Joppa and ask for a man, Simon Peter, who was staying with Simon the tanner, whose house was on the coast. When the angel left Cornelius summoned two of his servants and a devout soldier and, after explaining everything to them, sent them to Joppa. Cornelius’ immediate action shows his faith and devotion to God; asking no questions, he simply obeyed.

	4. In Acts 10:9-16 what did Peter do (v9) and what happened (v10)? Describe his vision (v11) and the dialogue between God and him (v14-15). How many times did this occur (v16)?                                                                       
	As Cornelius’ men approached Joppa around noon Peter went up to the rooftop of Simon’s house to pray. Becoming hungry, he wanted something to eat, but while the preparations for a meal were being made, he fell into a trance. He saw the sky opened up and a sheet like object coming down full of four-footed animals, crawling creatures and birds – all ceremonially unclean – and heard a voice which he ascertained to be God’s. God told him to arise, kill and eat, but Peter resisted, saying that he had never eaten anything unholy or unclean (and wasn’t about to start then). The voice told him that what God had cleansed he was to no longer consider unholy. This vision occurred three times – significant confirmation for a Jew of the truth of the message - and the object was taken back into the sky. 

	5. Based on 10:17-23 what was Peter’s mindset (v17)? What happened next (v17-18) and how did Peter respond (v21)? Why (v19-20)? What did the men tell Peter (v22) and what did he do (v23)? 
	Peter was unable to ascertain the meaning of what had happened – he didn’t know what to do with the vision (the word, “diaphoreo”, means to be without mental resources to decide which way to go). In this mindset the men sent by Cornelius called from below for Simon Peter and simultaneously the Spirit told him that three men were looking for him. He was to go downstairs and accompany them without hesitation or doubts – he was not to overanalyze it, but simply go. He greeted them, telling him that he was the one they were looking for, and then asked them why they had come. They related how a holy angel had directed Cornelius, a righteous, God-fearing centurion who was well-spoken of by the Jews to send for Peter. He was to come to Cornelius’ house and deliver a message for his entire household to hear. Peter then invited them in for overnight lodging and the next day they all went to Cornelius’ house in Caesarea. 

	6. According to 10:23-29 what did Peter do next (v23-24) and what did he discover (v24-25, 27)? What did he tell Cornelius (v26, 28-29)? 
	Peter left the next day for Caesarea with the men and some of his brothers from Joppa. When they arrived they found Cornelius was waiting for them along with his relatives and some close friends. When Peter walked in Cornelius fell at his feet and worshiped him, but Peter raised him up and told him to stand up for he, too, was just a man. When Peter saw the crowd he began relating how it was unlawful for a Jewish man to associate with a foreigner or to visit with him in his home, but that God had shown him that he should not call any man unholy or unclean. That is why he had come in spite of his Jewish biases, and so he asked Cornelius why he had sent for him. 

	7. From 10:30-33 what did Cornelius recount for Peter (v30-31, 32, 33)? What did he then tell him (v33) and what was his attitude (v33)? 
	Cornelius then told his story of how four days earlier a man in shining garments had stood before him. He told Cornelius that God had heard his prayer and remembered his alms and that he was to send to Joppa for Simon Peter, which he did immediately. He then acknowledged Peter’s kindness in coming and told him that they were all present before God to hear all that Peter had been commanded by the Lord. Obviously Cornelius was very humble and teachable, ready to learn from and obey God. 

	III. Intentional Help from God (10:34-48)
	Key Idea: God intends to save His people as we minister His Word, even if they are “outsiders”. 

	8. Read 10:34-38. Explain the message from God that Peter began with (v34-35, 36). Who had first heard it (36-37)? What did he tell them about Jesus’ ministry (v38)? 
	Peter’s message from God was that He does not show partiality, but that in every nation the man who fears Him and does what is right is welcome to Him. The word He had sent to Israel was peace through Jesus Christ, the Lord of all, who even these Gentiles knew about, beginning with Hs baptism by John. They knew how God had anointed Him with the Holy Spirit and with power and how He had gone about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil – for God was with Him. In other words these things were public knowledge

	9. Using 10:39-43 who had seen Jesus’ works (v39) and what else did they witness (v39, 40-41)? What had Jesus instructed (v42) and what did the Scriptures promise from Him (v43)? 
	Peter told those gathered that “they” (the apostles) were witnesses of the things Jesus did in Israel and in Jerusalem, as well as His execution by hanging on the cross and God’s resurrection of Him on the third day. He then became visible to witnesses chosen beforehand by God, rather than to everyone, and ordered these witnesses to preach to the people and solemnly testify that Jesus was the One who was appointed by God to be the Judge of the living and the dead. He then told them that it was of Him that all the prophets bore witness that through His Name everyone who believes in Him receives forgiveness of sins. 

	10. In 10:44-48 what occurred before Peter finished (v44-45) and what does this teach us? What evidenced the Spirit’s presence (v46) and why, and what did this indicate (v47)? What did Peter then do (v48)? 
	While Peter was speaking the Holy Spirit “fell” upon all those who were listening to the message, with the outward manifestation of speaking with tongues and exalting God. This shows that God does not need to wait for our methodology to be complete for Him to do His work; He sovereignly acts through His Word, and it is He, rather than we, who does the work of salvation. The evidence of the Holy Spirit, equating to salvation, was the same as at the day of Pentecost because it showed the same salvation had come to these Gentiles as had come to the Jews. Because of this Peter concluded that surely no one could refuse the water of baptism for them since they had received the Holy Spirit, indicating salvation, just as the Jews had at Pentecost. So, Peter ordered them to be baptized and then stayed with them for a few days at their request. This was a “big deal” because Jews were not to intimately associate with Gentiles like this. This shows a complete shift in thinking for Peter and the church. 

	11. Reviewing Acts 9:32-10:48 what two purposes did the healings of Acts 9 accomplish? Why was it important for Peter and Cornelius to think through their visions and how was God changing both of their mindsets? Apply.  
	The healings of Acts 9 brought physical help to certain people, but even more it brought salvation to those who observed these miracles. Similarly, God’s purpose was greater than just theological revelation for Peter and Cornelius; because they insightfully heard God’s message and obeyed it, the Gentiles became core members of God’s covenant family. No longer would it be “us and them” but in the church both Jews and Gentiles would worship God together through Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit. This was a radical departure for both of them and shows us that when we are thoughtfully available and obedient to God He will bring great and positive changes into our lives. 


