2 Corinthians 6-7- Daily Study Questions – The Hurt Locker
The Big Idea: Although struggles and Godly sorrow are painful, the results should always further the Gospel and our witness. 

	I. The Impact of Faithfulness   6:1-13
	Key Idea: The faithfulness of one’s witness is shown by the attitude one has in any given situation.

	1. Read II Cor. 6:1-2. What does “And” in verse 1 refer to (see 5:20)? What should believers response be and why (v.2)?

 

 
	Paul has just finished telling the Corinthians that he, as an apostle, had been made Christ’s ambassador (along with Timothy, hence the “we”). They had been given the gift of offering reconciliation through Christ’s work on the cross. There seems to be a distinct concern on Paul’s part that they are taking this grace of God flippantly (in vain). He urges them not to do this. His ministry is not his own but God works through Paul as His “co-worker” to accomplish this, making Paul’s ministry legitimate despite the claims of others. We as believers must take the grace of God seriously and pass it on to others, regardless of what others may say about it. Paul refused to allow the unjustified criticism of men to dilute his presentation of the Gospel.

	2. From 6:3-10, what did Paul refuse to do (v.3)? Why? What should we do (v.4)? What examples of this are listed (v.4-10)?

 


	Continuing his point, Paul states that neither he nor the Corinthians should bring offense to the Gospel for, by doing so, they would discredit it in the eyes of others. He is placing no obstacles by the way he lives or reacts to life’s hardships before people’s ability to see the Gospel. He then begins to list examples to back up this claim. He first addresses the external circumstances he has faced (vs.4&5), then the moral character of his ministry (v.6). In verse 7, he emphasizes the tools he has used as an apostle, all given by God. And then he closes the list with a group of contrasts as to what the world sees him as, as opposed to what the Kingdom says about him. Paul is not boasting but giving the Corinthians a defense to present to those who doubt his apostleship. We too, as members of Christ’s body, should live our lives as pictures of the work of Christ in us. This, of course, is a lifelong goal (Philippians 3:12-14), but it is one we should never get lazy in our pursuit of.  

	3. In 6:11-13, how had Paul treated them (v.11) and what was their response (v.12)? Why? How should they have responded (v.13)?

	Paul had come to them with an open heart (in Greek, the word literally means a widened or enlarged heart). He was full of love and acceptance for them. They, however, were closed off to him and unwilling to let him in to their hearts completely (the verb in v. 12 means “cramped”). They had allowed those around them to color how they saw Paul instead of listening to the truth that his life cried out to them. Paul, who loved them as his own children, for he was their “spiritual father,” pleaded with them to open wide their hearts to him as well. This mirrors, in some ways, humanity’s relationship to God. He does not need to be reconciled to us for He has shown His love and acted on His love for us. We need to let Him in, through salvation if unbelievers, through full surrender in of our lives if believers.

	II. The Integrity of the Heart
6:14-7:4    
	Key Idea: The heart of a believer is marked by a love of the presence of God and those who know Him.

	4. As he continues in 6:14-16a, what does Paul tell them not to do (v.14)? Why should they avoid this (v.14-16a)? How would you apply that?


	It is very unwise to be too closely associated with unbelievers. Often this passage is used of marriage, which is an obvious application in general, but that was not the contextual intent of Paul here. He is speaking to them specifically about how some of the men in the church are still participating in pagan temple meals, etc. For this reason Paul points out the illogical unions of righteousness and lawlessness, light and darkness, Christ and Belial (the leader of the forces of darkness, Satan), and believers with unbelievers. He caps his argument with the illogical union of pagan temples with the temple of God. We are now that temple and to take that temple into a pagan temple and participate is unthinkable to Paul. Today that would be seen in our lives through a variety of applications: movies we watch, television shows we watch, material we choose to read, conversations, parties we attend, etc. We must remember that we do nothing and experience nothing that does not affect this temple. All is important to our Father.

	 5. Reading on in 6:16b-18, how does Paul describe God’s relationship with us (v.16b)? What is expected in return (v.17)? How does He see us (v.18)?


	Paul proceeds to make his point solid by pulling together a group of Old Testament quotes (Lev. 26:11-12; Ezek. 37:27; Isaiah 52:11; Ezek. 20:34; II Sam. 7:14; Isaiah 43:6) that describe what this relationship is between us and God. The Father dwells among us, both when Christ physically walked the earth and as the Holy Spirit now dwells in us as His people. We are His people and that should bring about the response of coming out, separating ourselves from the world around us and not participating in their “unclean” practices. Paul’s last quotes give us the reason, as if we needed one, to do so. This Almighty, Holy God sees us as His sons and daughters. What an amazing privilege!!

	6. In 7:1, what should be the response to these promises (see v.16-18) both in general, and then specifically for you? 


	Paul then takes the logical next step of applying to the Corinthians these promises. He calls for them to examine their lives and disentangle themselves from the things that were defiling their relationship to God. He called for them to strive for purity and holiness. In our own lives this would be our daily surrendering of the character defects He reveals to us. Each of us knows what those are and how to bring them before Him. It is a lifelong process but one we must engage in if we are to maintain a healthy relationship with our Father.

	III. The Interdependence of Relationships (7:5-16)                                 
	Key Idea: Truth will often bring sorrow but that godly sorrow leads to transformation.

	7. From 7:2-4, what is asked for and why (v2)? How did Paul feel towards the Corinthians (v.3-4)? How, then, should we feel towards our fellow believers?


	Paul returns to the appeal he made in 6:11-13 for the Corinthians to make room in their hearts for him and to accept his love for them. Accusations were being made by the false apostles of wrongdoing and corruption on Paul’s part. He denies these accusations and tells them of his willingness to live and die with them, to suffer whatever costs to walk in Christ with them. Paul is confident that they will eventually be faithful to the Gospel and he boasts about their faith. This made their shared affliction in Christ joyful. When we show ourselves faithful to Christ in our daily walk, it lifts up our brothers and sisters around us, increasing their faith – which should be our goal. 

	8. In 7:5-7, what was Paul’s experience in Macedonia (v.5)? What did God do for Paul (v.6) and what else caused him to rejoice (v.7)? What does that say to us?


	Paul experience much affliction and conflict in Macedonia. It was an extremely painful and discouraging time. Part of that discouragement was Paul’s anxiety about how the Corinthians would/had received his letter of reprimand. God sent him comfort through the arrival of Titus and his report of their response to that letter. Although there was still dissension in the church, as the rest of the letter will indicate, it appears a large portion of the Body were zealous and faithful followers of the Lord. When conflict arises in the Body, it can be very discouraging but we must remember that there is always a group who is faithful to the Lord as we see time and time again in Scripture. We can be encouraged by their faithfulness.

	9. Continuing in 7:8-13a, what had already occurred and how did Paul react (v.8-9)? Why? What is the difference between true repentance and worldly repentance (v.10-13a)?


	Paul’s letter of reprimand had caused sorrow in the church of Corinth and regret in Paul’s heart for the hurt he knew it would cause. He was, however, glad that the ultimate goal of repentance had been accomplished. In fact, the pain had helped ensure that repentance for without it they would have continued on in their sin and suffered loss as a result. God had intended for the sorrow to occur for their benefit.  The difference between the sorrow the world presents and the sorrow God presents is the difference between life and death. The world’s sorrow is simply being “sorry you got caught” and brings about no real change. Godly sorrow brings the knowledge of exactly what we did wrong and therefore gives the ability for true repentance and change. In the Corinthians, this brought about change of action and heart, which is always God’s goal for us as His children. Paul and God’s goal was to reveal to the Corinthians their true zeal for Christ and created great comfort for Paul when he saw it revealed.

	10. In 7:13b-16, who else was affected by the Corinthians response (v.13b)? List the ways (v.14-15)? How would the same be seen in our own lives? 

 


	Not only was Paul greatly encouraged by the Corinthians response, but so was Titus. He was able to experience that response in person. He was refreshed in spirit; he saw the proof of Paul’s boasting about them manifested in their lives and reactions, and he was filled with affection for them of his own by seeing their humble obedience and repentance. In our lives, we should also be able to be an encouragement to those around us. Our response to correction and the Lord’s discipline can increase the faith of our fellow believers. We must apply it and grow from it, being faithful to our Father’s leading.

	11 Review 2 Cor 6-7. What impact does faithfulness have on those around us (6:11-13)? What are the marks of love in the heart of the believer (6:14-16)? How are we as believers interdependent on each other (7:8-13)? 
	Our faithfulness in times of trouble and affliction gives proof to the reality of our faith. Paul’s love for and sincerity towards the Corinthians never changed no matter what their reaction was to him. He allowed the love of God to flow through him to them in whatever way that would most help them grow in their own relationship to the Father. The heart of the believer should be obviously set apart for relationship to the Father. He is to be our deepest relationship and that relationship should never be tainted by outside things that are incompatible with Him, whether it is direct sin or indirect association with sinful things. This leads to the final point, our interdependence on each other. Not only are we required to correct each other in love even if it hurts, but our response to that correction has an impact on our fellow believers. We encourage each other when we take discipline in stride and learn from it, turning back to the Father with zeal and love.


