Daily Study Questions for Genesis 15-17
The Big Idea: Regardless of how improbable they may seem we must simply believe God’s promises and act in accordance with them. 
	I. Confirmation of Faith (15:1-21)


	Key Idea: When we simply take God at His word He confirms our faith by reaffirming His promises. 

	1. Read Genesis 15:1-6. What did God promise to Abram in general (v1), and what question did this raise (v2-3)? How did God answer (v4-5) and why was Abram’s response significant (v6)? 
	God told Abram that He would be a shield to him and promised that his reward would be very great. This caused Abram to wonder about his lack of a child since he related this promise to the many descendants that God had said He would give him. He proposed to God that one that had been born in his house, his servant Eliezer, would be his heir. He was “a son of his household” (literal translation) since he had been adopted so Abram assumed that he would be his heir through which he would receive his great reward. God clearly said, though, that Eliezer would not be his heir; rather, it would be one who was born from his own body. God then told him to look to the night sky and try to count the stars, saying that if he could count them that would be the number of his descendants – in other words, more than could be counted. When Abram heard this he simply believed – he took God at his word – and this was reckoned to Abram as righteousness. This is one of the most important verses in the Bible because it established that before the Law was ever given a person becomes righteous in God’s sight not by works, but by faith (see also Rom 4, Gal 3). 

	2. Looking at 15:7-14 what further promise did God reaffirm (v7) and what were some of the details (v13-14)? What ritual did God then command (v8-11) and what was the effect (v12)?
	God reaffirmed the promise to give Abram (and his descendants)  the land of Canaan. He further told him that his descendants would be strangers in a foreign land, enslaved and oppressed for four hundred years. The oppressing nation would be judged by God and would send the Hebrews out with many possessions. To reinforce the solemnity of these promises God commanded Abram to cut up a three year old heifer, female goat, and ram, along with a turtle dove and young pigeon. He was then to place the dismembered parts of the first three on two sides; then, as the sun went down and Abram fell into a deep sleep God caused a smoking oven and flaming torch to pass between them (later in v17). Great fear also enveloped Abram. Whether this was a vision or actual occurrence the point was probably to impress upon Abram that if the covenant wasn’t kept the outcome would be dismemberment and burning of the violating party. 

	3. Using 15:15-21 what future events did God reveal (v15, 16) and how did He affirm all of this (v17)? What covenant did God make with Abram here (v18) and who would this affect (v19-21)?  
	God told Abram that he would go to his fathers in peace and be buried at a good old age, and that it would be the fourth generation before his descendants were released from their land of slavery. A biblical generation normally is forty years, but it can also refer to a “lifetime”. Here it would be about four hundred years (specifically four hundred thirty), or until the iniquity of the Amorite was complete. This shows that God destroyed the inhabitants of Canaan because they were so full of iniquity that there was no hope for them to turn to God. Just as with the judgment by flood, God would destroy the Canaanites because they were completely corrupt. God thus made the covenant of the land with Abram to be bounded on the west by the Nile and on the east by the Euphrates. Obviously, this would include the land currently inhabited by the various Canaanite tribes. This would reinforce to all who would hear these words in the time of Moses that it was God’s plan to dispossess the Canaanite tribes who were then in the land. 

	II. Consequences of Self-Reliance (16:1-16)
	Key Idea: The outcome of self-reliance is fractured relationships and the inability to fulfill God’s will. 

	4. From Gen 16:1-6 what did Sarai ask and why (v1-2) and how did Abram respond (v2-3)? What were the results (v4, 5, 6)? What does this teach us? 
	Sarai asked if Abram would have sexual relations with her servant, Hagar, so she might be able to give them a son. This would legally be their son so this would “fit” from a human logic standpoint. Abram “listened” to the voice of Sarai – instead of asking God what he thought about it. Maybe he reasoned that since this son would come from his body (although not Sarai’s) so that would “work”. At this point Abram had lived in Canaan for ten years, so he was now eighty-five years old so he was probably getting a little “antsy” about the whole thing. The results, however, were not good. Hagar had a boy, but as soon as she did, she despised Sarai – maybe taunting or disrespecting her. That led to Sarai talking to Abram about this and guilting (may the Lord judge between you and me – in other words, “it would be wrong for you to allow this happen”) him into doing something about it. Abram covered himself and told Sarai to do whatever she thought was best, irresponsibly turning the matter completely over to her. The final result was that Sarai treated Hagar so harshly that she fled from her presence. This part of the story shows us that when we try to figure things out without God’s input and take matters into our own hands, relationships will be fractured and God’s will won’t be done anyway. 

	5. Based on 16:7-10 what did Hagar do (v7-8) and what was God’s response through His angel (v7, 8, 9)? What did He promise Hagar (v10)? 
	As she fled Hagar stopped by the spring on the way to Shur. The angel of the Lord (Angel of Yahweh, Jesus pre-incarnate probably) found her there and asked her where she was going, and after Hagar told her she was on the run from Sarai, the Angel told her to return and submit herself to her authority. God (the Angel of Yahweh) further told Hagar that He would greatly multiply her descendants so that they would be too numerous to count. This shows God’s compassion and mercy.  

	6.  Looking at 16:11-16 how did God bless Hagar (v11, 15) and why (v11, 13-14)? What would Ishmael be like (v12) and how old was Abram when he was born (v16)? 
	God blessed Hagar by giving her a son, Ishmael (literally, “God hears”), as an answer to her affliction. He did this because of His nature – He is a God who sees – and she called the name of the Lord “El-roi” (the God who sees). She even named the well there after His name. God pays attention to our affliction because of His nature – He sees it, and He is compassionate, therefore He does something about it. Ishmael’s nature is also described here – he would be a “wild donkey” of a man, with his hand against everyone and everyone’s hand against him. He would live to the east of his brothers. This would refer basically to the Arabs to the east of the Jordan River today. When Ishmael was born Abram was eighty-six years old. 

	III. Circumcision the Symbol (17:1-27)
	Key Idea: Genuine faith will always demonstrate itself with visible actions. 

	7. Read 17:1-8. What did God command (v1) and affirm (v2, 4) to Abram and how did he respond (v3)? What further promises did He make (v5, 6, 7, 8)? Why did his name change?
	Thirteen years after Ishmael’s birth God appeared to Abram as God Almighty (El Shaddai) and commanded him to walk before Him and be blameless, and He would establish His covenant with him and multiply him exceedingly. This “reaffirmation” may have come because of the Ishmael incident although at this time God had not told him that Ishmael wasn’t the promised son (he probably assumed it though). Abram fell on his face before God when He told him this, grateful that God was still planning to bless Him. He told him further that he would no longer be merely “Abram” (exalted father), but that he would now be Abraham (father of a multitude) – since he would be the father of many nations. Abraham would be fruitful, and kings would come from him. He also promised to establish His covenant with Abraham’s descendants forever and to give them the land of his sojourning (the land of Canaan). 

	8. Using 17:9-14 what was Abraham’s “part” in the covenant (v9, 10)? Who did it affect (v11-14)? Why do you think God made this the “sign” of the Abrahamic covenant? 
	God gave Abraham a “sign” to fulfill his part in the covenant, that of circumcision. This would affect every male in Abraham’s household from eight days old and up, along with every servant attached to his household, whether purchased or born. This sign, affecting the reproductive organ, would show that Jewishness was to be passed on from generation to generation and that they were set apart from all the nations of the earth even in the most intimate respect. 

	9. From 17:15-21 why did Sarai’s name change (v15-16) and what promises did she receive (v16, 19, 21)? How did Abraham react (v17-18) and what was God’s answer (v19-21)?
	God changed Sarai’s name to Sarah because she would now be a “princess” since kings would come from her. She would be a mother of nations and would have a son by Abraham the next year whose name would be Isaac. When Abraham heard this he laughed (the meaning of Isaac), asking if a man one hundred years old could have a child by a woman who was ninety. He then implored God that Ishmael might live before Him, meaning he wanted God to accept Ishmael as the son of promise. God did affirm that He would bless Ishmael, make him fruitful, and multiply him exceedingly. However, Abraham’s descendants would be named through Isaac because God would affirm His covenant with him, not Ishmael. God would greatly bless Ishmael, though, by making him the father of twelve princes and making him into a great nation. This would have meant a lot to Abraham who was the father of Ishmael – he had been his only son for thirteen years. 

	10. According to 17:22-27 what action did Abraham take (v22-23)? How old were Abraham and Ishmael (v24-25) and how difficult was this act of obedience? Apply. 
	Abraham immediately obeyed God by taking Ishmael (thirteen), all his servants, and all the men of his household (including himself at the age of ninety-nine), regardless of age, and circumcised them as God had commanded. This would have been physically difficult, and so would probably have met with a lot of resistance – but Abraham’s faith was completed by his act of obedience, showing what true faith really is. Even if we don’t understand why God says to do something, or even if it is difficult, when we have genuine faith we carry out God’s command. 

	11. As you look at Gen 15-17 which of Abraham’s approaches to doing God’s will were wrong and which was right? How did God deal with all of this and what does this teach us? 
	Abraham took the right approach by simply and genuinely believing God’s promise to multiply his descendants through a child born of his own body. He also demonstrated genuine faith when he immediately obeyed the command to circumcise his entire household. However, when he tried to come up with compromise solutions, even though logical, he was wrong. His faith grew as God’s revelation became more detailed, but he did attempt to take matters into his own hands with Eliezer and Hagar. When Sarai offered Hagar he should have taken that before God, but he didn’t and bad things happened to Hagar and Sarai as a result. God was patient and compassionate with Abraham, Sarai, and Hagar, but He didn’t change His plan. The promised child would be through Abraham and Sarah even though it was improbable and difficult to envision. God continued to confirm and reaffirm His covenant promises, showing how unchangeable He is and how certain His Word and promises are. The best thing for us to do is to simply take God at His Word and enjoy His promises. 


