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(Life of Jesus, The Early Years - Part 7)

The Big Idea: Jesus compassionately leads us confront our real issues, so that we will                                       examine them and turn to Him for the real answer.
Introduction – It has been said that our “secrets make us sick”. Discuss the meaning of this statement, why people have these secrets, and why it is true that they make us sick. In this week’s study Jesus confronts a woman’s secrets using His divine knowledge, and while she probably considers this as “Too Much Information” (TMI), it led her to break through personally to quench the deeper thirst in her soul. The reality was that she had to get those secrets out in the open to have her real needs met by Jesus. As you engage in this week’s discussion think about those things that you need to bring to Jesus so that He can meet the deeper needs that you have. 
Table Group Discussion (45 min)
	I. Seeking the Thirsty (4:1-26)
	Key Idea: Jesus leads us to confront our defenses in order to quench our thirst for Him as the Living Water. 


1. Read John 4:1-6. Why did Jesus leave Judea (v1-3)? Where did He stop (v5-6) and why (v6)? Most Jews went around Samaria, so what does this reveal about Jesus’ purpose (v4)?
2. From 4:7-10 what did Jesus ask (v7) and what was the woman’s response (v9)? Why (v9)? Explain Jesus’ answer (v10). What do you think He was doing by using this approach?
3. Using 4:11-15 what did the woman think Jesus meant (v11-12)? What was He really saying (v13-14) and how can we apply this? Did the woman understand (v15)?
4. Read John 4:16-20. What did Jesus tell the woman (v16-18) and how did this affect her (v19)? What was her next response (v20) and what do you think she was trying to do?

5. In 4:21-26 how did Jesus correct the woman (v21, 22) and what truth did He reveal (v23-24)? What does this mean? What final truth did He reveal to the woman (v25-26)?

	II. Seeing the Harvest (4:27-42)
	Key Idea: God’s harvest should be more satisfying than the meeting of any physical need we have. 


6. Based on 4:27-34 contrast the disciples’ responses (v27, 31-33) to the woman’s (v28-30)? What made the difference? Apply.
7. Looking at 4:34-38 what was Jesus’ food (v34) and how is this illustrated (v35)? Describe the participants in the harvest and the blessings of each (v36-38).

8. From 4:39-42 what was the initial result of the woman’s words (v39) and the ongoing results (v40, 41, 42)? How does this work today?
	III. Showing a Sign (4:43-54)
	Key Idea: Because of Jesus’ compassion He gave another sign as evidence that He is the Son of God. 


9. In 4:43-45 what was Jesus’ next stop (v43) and what would be His reception (v44)? With that background, in what sense was the Galilean reception of Him positive (v45)?
10. From 4:46-54 what situation did Jesus encounter (v46-47) and how did He feel about it (v48)? What did He do about it (v49-50)? How was this a miraculous sign (v51-54)?
11. Summarize Jesus’ method of seeking the thirsty and how He was motivated by the harvest. How does His second sign show His heart, especially in light of what had just occurred in Samaria? Apply.  
Take It Home & Prayer (10 min): If you have a “secret” area that God has led you to deal with ask the group to pray with you for the courage and ability to get that out in the open and to get in the process of receiving God’s healing for it. Also, pray for other needs that are mentioned. 
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