Acts 8:1-9:31 - Daily Study Questions – Spreading Like Wildfire
The Big Idea: Even though opposition will come the church and the gospel will not be stopped, so we must remain faithful to Him. 
	I. Countering False Opposition (8:1-13)
	Key Idea: The gospel overcomes opposition, whether it is in the form of persecution or false gospels. 

	1. Read Acts 8:1-8. What were 3 results of Stephen’s death (v1-2, 3, 4) and who led each (v3, 5)? Where did Philip go (v5), what did he say (v5), and what did he do (v6-7)? What resulted (v8)? 
	First, a great persecution arose against the church in Jerusalem as a result of the stoning of Stephen, probably because the murder line was crossed. Those against the church were emboldened to take violent action against it, sensing that they would not be held accountable for these acts. Secondly, the church was scattered from Jerusalem throughout Judea and Samaria, although the apostles stayed in Jerusalem. Thirdly, the scattered church began to preach and spread the gospel to these other regions so that many were getting saved and healed. Saul led the persecution and Philip led the initial preaching foray into Samaria. The spread of the gospel into Judea and Samaria were the next phases of the fulfillment of Acts 1:8. Philip was proclaiming Christ to the Samaritans and was performing signs such as cleansing people from unclean spirits by the power of the Holy Spirit. They were being physically healed as a result and much rejoicing began to take place in that city. 

	2. From 8:9-13 what else was occurring in Samaria (v9, 11) and who was getting the glory (v9, 10)? Why did this change (v12) and how did it affect Simon (v13)? 
	When Philip entered Samaria a magician, Simon, had been practicing his magic there, astonishing the Samaritans. He claimed to be someone great so that all of them, from the greatest to the least, were saying that this man was “the Great Power of God”, giving him much glory. However, when they believed Philip, who was preaching the good news of the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized which effectively renounce their “faith” in Simon and publically affirmed their faith in Jesus. Simon also “believed” in some sense, but as the next paragraph shows, he was not a true believer. His belief was in the authenticity of the signs that Philip was performing; as a magician he couldn’t account for any sleight of hand that he was doing, but accepted that these were true miracles. 

	II. Completing the Conversion (8:14-40)
	Key Idea: The Holy Spirit’s inward presence makes our conversion complete and our baptism shows the world its reality. 

	3. Using 8:14-17 what was the apostles’ response to the “revival” in Samaria (v14, 15, 17)? Why (v16)? Since we now receive the Spirit at salvation (1 Cor 12:13), why do you think it occurred like this then?
	The apostles, as guardians of the truth, went to Samaria to confirm that the Samaritans had indeed received the same gospel as they had taught in Jerusalem. If they had they would receive the same Holy Spirit that the believers at Pentecost had received, which would be confirmed by the same “signs” – namely speaking in tongues and prophesying. The pattern that was followed in Acts 2:38 was to “repent”, and be baptized, and receive the gift of the Holy Spirit, so the same elements of this pattern would have to occur here to confirm that the true gospel had spread to Samaria. So, Peter and John, as apostolic representatives, prayed that these believers, who had been baptized in water in the name of the Lord Jesus, would receive the Holy Spirit as the Jerusalem believers had. This did happen, although it doesn’t say specifically that they spoke in tongues. However, this did happen later in the case of Cornelius, a God-fearing gentile whom God saved (Acts 10:44-48). In Cornelius’ family’s case they were saved (as evidenced by the presence of the Holy Spirit as they spoke in tongues) and then were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. In Acts 19:1-7 some followers of John the Baptist were encountered by Paul in Ephesus and he asked if they had received the Holy Spirit – obviously to find out if they were saved. When they said they hadn’t even heard if there was a Holy Spirit Paul inquired concerning what baptism they had experienced and they said John’s. So, Paul taught them about Jesus and they believed and were baptized. At this point Paul laid hands on them so that they would receive the Holy Spirit, confirming that they indeed were believers. In each of these cases – Pentecost, Samaria, Cornelius (representing Gentiles), and the disciples of John the Baptist – the outward signs of the presence of the Holy Spirit were speaking in tongues and prophesying, and His presence indicated that these people had all believed in the same gospel centered upon Jesus. This was a confirmation that the gospel had indeed spread from Jerusalem, to Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth. According to 1 Cor 12:13 and Rom 8:9 a person cannot be a child of God (saved) unless they have the Holy Spirit, but in this start-up, transitory phase the outward sign of the Spirit confirmed the reality of the gospel. This is not the pattern in the New Testament after this, so today no one needs to pray that someone would receive the Holy Spirit subsequent to their salvation experience. It now happens simultaneously. 

	4. In Acts 8:18-25 what did Simon request (v18-19) and how did Peter respond (v20)? What was his problem (v21, 23) and Peter’s solution (v21-22)? What did he do (v24)? Apply.
	Simon wanted the ability to give the Holy Spirit to someone on demand, so he offered the apostles money for that authority. Peter cursed him, saying that his silver would perish with him because he thought that the gift of God could be obtained with money. Furthermore, he told Simon that he had no part or portion in this “matter” – salvation through Jesus and the Holy Spirit – because his heart was not right before God. Therefore, he needed to repent of his wickedness that if possible the Lord would forgive the intention of his heart, for he was in the “gall” (the liquid bile) of bitterness – swimming in it - and the bondage of iniquity. Instead of Simon repenting he asked Peter to pray for him that nothing of what he said would come upon him. This passage shows us that repentance is the only action that we can take that will release us from the penalty of sin because it involves a shift of mindset from arrogant competition with God to humble submission to His authority. We must confront such arrogance when it surfaces. 

	5. Based on 8:26-40 what did the apostles (v25) and Philip (v26) do next? Describe Philip’s encounter—who led him (v26, 29), who he met and what he was doing (v27-28), Philip’s explanation (v29-35) and the outcome (v36-40).  
	The apostles solemnly testified and spoke the word of the Lord and then returned to Jerusalem. Philip, on the other hand, arose and went south on the road to Gaza as instructed by an angel of the Lord. This was surprising since there was a great “revival” occurring in Samaria. God, though, had an Ethiopian eunuch that He was going to use Philip to bring to salvation. The Spirit spoke to Philip directing him to the eunuch who was in a chariot reading Isaiah 53. He had been worshiping in Jerusalem – so probably a God-fearing gentile – and when Philip got to the chariot he asked him if he understood what he was reading. The man asked how he could unless someone explained it to him. So, Philip proceeded to tell him from this passage all about Jesus, he got saved, and desired to be baptized when he saw some water. Philip then baptized him (v37 is not in the best manuscripts) and when he came up out of the water (immersion baptism) the Spirit of the Lord “snatched” Philip away to Azotus (ancient Ashdod), where he kept preaching the gospel to all the cities until he arrived at Caesarea. 

	III. Continuing the Growth (9:1-31)
	Key Idea: Jesus will continue to build His church in spite of opposition, so we must faithfully speak truth and obey Him. 

	6. According to 9:1-9 what was Saul doing (v1-2) and what and who stopped him cold (v3-4)? What was Jesus’ answer to Saul (v5-6) and what were the immediate results (v7-9)? What can we learn from this encounter? 
	As the Lord was working in many places Saul continued his persecution efforts, breathing murderous threats against the Lord’s disciples. He got letters of authorization from the High Priest to go to Damascus synagogues and bring anyone who adhered to “the Way” (see Jn 14:6) bound to Jerusalem to stand trial for their faith. As he was approaching the town a light from heaven suddenly flashed around him, causing him to fall to the ground, and he heard a voice asking him, “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me?” Saul asked, “Who are you Lord?” and the voice answered, “I am Jesus whom you are persecuting.” Jesus told him to get up and go into the city where he would be told what to do. Those with him heard the voice but didn’t understand it, and were rendered speechless. Saul went into the city blind and stayed at a certain place three days with no food or drink. This encounter shows that no matter how defiant a person is against God He will stop him immediately if He so desires; man cannot withstand God.

	7. Read 9:10-19. What “job” did Jesus give Ananias (v10-12) and how did he react (v13-14)? What did Jesus say (v15-16), what did Ananias do (v17) and what resulted (v18-19)?
	Jesus told Ananias (a different one from Acts 5 obviously) to go to the place Saul of Tarsus was staying and ask for him. Jesus told him that Saul had seen in a vision a man named Ananias coming to lay hands on him to regain his sight. Ananias was afraid of this encounter, knowing Saul’s reputation of persecuting the saints, but Jesus told him to go anyway. He informed him that Saul was a chosen instrument of His to bear His name before Gentiles, kings and the sons of Israel – and He was going to show him how much he would suffer for His sake. So, Ananias, in faith, went to Saul’s house, laid hands on him, and told him, “Brother Saul, the Lord has sent me so that you could regain your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” When he said this something like scales fell from his eyes, he regained his sight, was baptized, ate food and was strengthened. 

	8. Using 9:19-25 who was Saul with next (v19) and what did he do (v20)? What was the reaction and why (v21), Saul’s pattern (v22) and the outcome (v23-25)? Compare this with 9:16.  
	Saul was with the disciples for several days at Damascus and immediately began to proclaim in the synagogues that Jesus was the Son of God. All who heard him were amazed since they knew Saul to be the one who had destroyed those who called on the name of Jesus in Jerusalem, and who had come to Damascus to do the same. Saul, though, kept increasing in strength (spiritual) and confounded the Jews in Damascus by proving that Jesus was the Messiah (Christ). After a while the Jews plotted together to kill him, but Saul discovered their plan. Since they were watching the city gates the disciples let him down the wall in a basket at night so that he was able to escape. This was the first example of Saul’s suffering that had been revealed by Jesus in Acts 9:16. 

	9. From 9:26-30 where did Saul then go and how was he treated (v25)? Who intervened (v27), what was the result (v28) and what did it cause (v29)? Where did this lead Saul (30)? 
	When Saul went to Jerusalem after his escape he kept trying to associate with the disciples, but they were afraid of him, not believing that he really was a follower of Jesus. Barnabas, though, took him and brought him to the apostles, describing how Saul had seen Jesus on the road and talked with Him, and telling them how he had spoken out boldly for Jesus in the synagogues at Damascus. This allowed Saul to move about freely in Jerusalem and speak boldly for Jesus there as well. As he argued with some Hellenistic Jews they, too, were trying to kill him, but the “brethren” (disciples) brought him to Caesarea and sent him back to his hometown, Tarsus. Twice already in the early days of his conversion to Christ Saul had suffered for Jesus. 

	10. In 9:31 how far had the church spread and what were the three descriptions of the conditions? To what did this lead? 
	By the time of Saul’s conversion the church had spread from Jerusalem to Judea, Galilee, and Samaria – the land of Israel. The churches throughout the nation were able to enjoy peace at this point and were being built up (oikodomeo – a family in a house). In other words the church was growing into a place where the family of God could be strong and accomplish their purpose of honoring Jesus. In this condition of peace the church was conducting itself in the fear of the Lord and the comfort of the Holy Spirit. With these conditions present the church continued to increase. 

	11. Looking back over Acts 8-9.  What specific opposition came against the church and how did God deal with it? What were the specific outcomes? What can we learn from this section about dealing with opposition?
	The opposition of persecution, spearheaded by Saul, and false miracle workers, Simon, came against the church. God dealt with Saul by stopping Him and saving Him and He dealt with Simon through Peter, who rebuked his profession and pronounced a curse on him if he didn’t repent. The outcomes were Saul’s salvation and Simon’s fear of consequences (although it doesn’t say that he repented). Both showed that God was in charge and that no weapon fashioned against God’s people or work will succeed. So, the work of God continued through Philip, in spite of Simon, and continued through Saul after he was saved. Ultimately the church had spread from Jerusalem to Judea, Galilee, and Samaria, and to the remotest part of the earth through the Ethiopian eunuch and was stronger than it had ever been This shows that even though opposition and adversity arise against the church it will not succeed since Jesus has promised to build His church and that the gates of Hades will not prevail against it (Matt 16:19). Thus, we must remain faithful by speaking the truth and obediently following Jesus. 


