2 Corinthians 10-11 - Daily Study Questions – Public Enemy #1
The Big Idea: If we want to make spiritual progress we must overcome pride wherever it is found and model humility for others. 
	I. Conquering Pride (10:1-18)
	Key Idea: Pride must be torn down if we are to do the work of God effectively. 

	1. Read II Cor 10:1-3. What charges had some made about Paul (v1, 2) and how did he respond to both (v1, 2)? What did he refuse to do (v3)? 
	Paul had been accused of being a “paper tiger”, of being bold in print but of being cowardly (the negative, but inaccurate connotation of “meekness”) when present. However, he spoke to them with the meekness (“power under control”) and gentleness (the idea is that which reduces the severity of a sentence) of Christ in defending himself. He would be courageous, though, against those who accused him of using fleshly tactics to conduct the ministry, because he firmly refused to do ministry this way. He was in the flesh, but he would not walk according to the flesh. We have to make a conscious decision to do this since we are encapsulated by our flesh and the world. 

	2. From 10:4-6 what were Paul’s weapons like (v4) and what were they destroying (v4)? Describe these fortresses (strongholds) in v5? What was the goal (v5, 6)? Explain. 
	Paul’s weapons (instruments of warfare) were spiritual, mighty in relation to God (divinely powerful), in contrast to weapons that were mighty in relation to the flesh. These weapons of God were for the destruction (pulling down) of fortresses or strongholds. This is a word picture of what gets built up in our lives, like the walls of a fort, to keep God out. These walls are composed of vain reasonings and proud thoughts that oppose the true knowledge of God. Paul said that his goal was to use God’s weapons – presumably of truth and love by the Spirit – to pull down strongholds erected against God and to take every thought captive to the obedience of Christ. He would then punish all disobedience when their (those who were for him) obedience was complete. This entire military metaphor shows us where the battle actually takes place for us; it is in the mind. We take in false thoughts that have originated in the mind of the proud, those who oppose God, and we must repent of these when we receive the truth. The Scripture is given for this purpose – they teach the truth, rebuke false thoughts of God and His ways, to correct with the right understanding, and then to train us to obey these true thoughts (2 Tim 3:16). These verses are vital to understanding how to gain victory in the Christian life; we have to acknowledge those strongholds of pride in our lives that keep God out, take in the truth about them, repent, and begin to walk according to the truth. 

	3. In 10:7-11 what mistake had Corinth made about Paul (v7, 10) and what did he know (v7, 11)? What did he not want to do (v9) and why (v8)? What principle does this reveal for us? 
	The church at Corinth had mistakenly bought the lie that Paul might not have authority over them because he appeared weak. His weakness, though, was because he didn’t use the weapons of the flesh, such as power-brokering, shaming, manipulation, deception and other such things. When we refuse to use these things we have to trust God to use the truth He speaks through us to accomplish His purpose. Paul would not abuse his authority in Christ, although he had been commissioned by Christ as others claimed. Rather, he would use this authority for building them up. His opponents said that while his letters were weighty and strong, his personal presence was unimpressive and his speech was worthless (contemptible), and the Corinthians had been influenced by this evaluation of Paul. This had, in turn, caused them to disregard his authority somewhat, a point which Paul was now correcting. This situation reveals that we are not to obey only those preachers or pastors who look good and talk well, but those who are actually appointed by God to that position. It also teaches us the principle that any authority we have, whether at church or in the home, is to be used to build up those entrusted to our care. 

	4. According to 10:12-18 what would Paul not do and why (v12, 13)? What had Paul done right (v14-16) and what confidence did this give him (v17-18)? Apply. 
	Paul refuses to “boldly” compare himself or classify himself with those who commend themselves in their pride. This is not his way and he will not engage in such proud games. When they commend themselves they are comparing themselves to others like themselves and that is a false standard. The only commendation that matters is that which comes from God and is based on His absolute standard. Paul knew that God had appointed him to a particular ministry in a specific area so it was irrelevant to compare his ministry with another’s. His only concern was with those to whom he had ministered – the Corinthians. So, he stated his confidence that he was commendable to God because their faith had indeed grown; thus he had accomplished what God had given him to do. Paul never wanted to take credit for another man’s work by God, so he sought to preach in regions beyond theirs. Then, whatever was accomplished would be God’s work through him, so that his boast would be in the Lord alone. We must remember this ourselves; our goal is strictly to be commendable to God based on the unique work He has given us to do. We must not compare ourselves with others. 

	II. Confronting Disloyalty                     (11:1-15)
	Key Idea: Those who become disloyal on the basis of outward appearances rather than the heart must be confronted. 

	5. Based on 11:1-6 how did Paul feel about them (v1-2) and why (v2)? What was his fear about them (v3-4)? Why did they look down on Paul (v6), but what was true (v5-6)? 
	Paul was jealous for the Corinthians with a godly jealousy. He did not want them becoming unfaithful to the Lord because he had betrothed them to Him so that he might present them to Christ as a pure virgin. A betrothal in the Jewish marriage system was the engagement, implying that the marriage had not yet taken place. In this sense it is at Christ’s return that we will be officially married (and then have the wedding feast of the Lamb, Rev 19), although right now we are betrothed, which for a Jew was like marriage with the consummation. In fact, a divorce was required to dissolve a betrothal. So, this metaphor shows the goal of our ministry to others – to present them as faithful believers to Christ, loyal to Him alone so that they will be prepared for marriage at His return. He was fearful, though, that just as Satan had deceived Eve (“deceived her completely” is the force of this verb) and led her to be unfaithful to God, so Satan had led the Corinthians astray (literally, “corrupted” them) from their simplicity and devotion to Christ by false preachers. These false preachers had preached “another” Jesus which essentially led to a different spirit and a different gospel. This spirit was that of legalism and the “gospel” was that of works, which really preaches a Jesus whose work is not sufficient to save. Unfortunately, Paul was looked down on by these false teachers because he was not one of the original twelve. Thus, his apostolic authority was questioned by some. However, he didn’t consider himself inferior to these most eminent apostles, because even if he were unskilled in speech, he was not lacking in knowledge (probably referring to apostolic revelation). His apostolic credentials in all things should have been evident to them in every way. 

	6. In 11:7-11 how had Paul humbled himself before them (v7-9) and why (v11)? How had they taken this (v7)? What were his ongoing plans about this practice (v9, 10)? 
	Paul had humbled himself to the Corinthians by working for his support, rather than letting them provide it. They had apparently taken this refusal to receive financial support as an admission that he wasn’t worthy of it. It’s interesting that people often esteem those who abuse their authority, when they ought to esteem servant-leaders instead. This is what happened to Jesus and what happened to Paul. Paul didn’t want to be a burden to anyone, and had actually taken wages from other churches to be able to serve the church at Corinth – notably Philippi (Phil 4:14-16) in Macedonia. Paul believed in this approach and determined that he would not change as he went forward. This was his “boast” that he could serve the Lord from pure motives rather than being tainted by financial compensation. 

	7. From 11:12-15 why did Paul plan to keep refusing monetary support (v12)? How did this contrast with false apostles (v13, 15)? Who was this like (v14) and what does this teach us? 
	Paul planned to keep refusing financial support for another reason – so that those who looked for an opportunity to be regarded as Paul might be prevented from doing this. They had no intention of taking money for their ministry support, and while this in and of itself was not wrong, their motive was. They did their ministry for the financial benefits and thus were false apostles and deceitful workers, disguising themselves as apostles of Christ. They were like Satan in this regard; they appeared as angels of light (Lucifer means shining one) but were inwardly full of darkness and lies. However, their end would be according to their deeds – they would be exposed. This reveals to us that not everything that poses as light is truly light and the truth will be revealed in the end. Therefore, we must not assume anything but “test the spirits” and examine their fruit, for as Jesus said, “by their fruits you will know them” (Matt 7:20). 

	III. Comparing Credentials        (11:16-33)
	Key Idea: Our “credentials” mean nothing, but if they did, only those that demonstrate our weakness would have value. 

	8. Using 11:16-21 how did Corinth regard boasters (v19-20) and how did Paul view boasting, even in himself (v16, 18)? Who was this unlike (v17)? So why did he do it (v21)? 
	Those at Corinth had no problem with those who boasted about themselves, tolerating them gladly. They even did so when they were abused by these boasters who exalted themselves, being enslaved, devoured, taken advantage of, and being beaten in the face. There are many so called Christian leaders today who do this very thing, abusing their authority. It is astonishing that professing believers follow them in droves, which is not dissimilar to the following that Hitler or other dictators had during their reigns of terror. So, even though Paul viewed boasting as foolishness, he decided to boast of his accomplishments in order to demonstrate his comparable right to authority. Since he hadn’t done this he had seemed weak by comparison to his opponents, so he decided to engage in a little foolishness to get his point across. 

	9. Continuing in 11:22-29 what were Paul’s credentials (v22, 23)? Specifically what suffering had Paul endured physically (v23-27) and spiritually (v28-29)? 
	Paul’s fleshly credentials were his genealogy and his personal commitment as seen by what he had endured for Christ. Genealogically, he was a Hebrew, an Israelite, and a descendant of Abraham. As servants of Christ, though, his credentials were irrefutable, too. He endured far more labors, imprisonments, beatings, and dangers of death than his opponents had. He had received thirty- nine lashes five times, was beaten with rods three times, was stoned once, shipwrecked three times, spent twenty four hours in the sea (deep), had been on frequent journeys, had been in danger from rivers, robbers, countrymen, and Gentiles, and encountered danger in the city, in the wilderness, in the sea and among false brethren. He had experienced labor and hardship, sleepless nights, hunger and thirst (often without food), the cold and resultant exposure to the elements. Besides such external pressures he had daily concern for all the churches, feeling weak when they were weak and intensely concerned when they were led into sin. These were undeniable evidence of his commitment to Christ and of his authority. 

	10. Looking at 11:30-33 what had Paul determined to “boast” about (v30) and how did he underscore his sincerity (v31)? What story exemplified this “weakness” (v32-33—see Acts 9:23-25)? 
	Even with this incredible reason for boasting, Paul had decided that there was only one reason to boast – in that which showed his weakness. The reason, as he will say later, is because when he is weak then he must depend on Christ who is strong, and thus Christ receives the glory (12:9-10). Paul gave an example of this “weakness” to which he referred. One night he had to escape being seized by King Aretas of Damascus by being let down in a basket through a window in the city wall. He was totally dependent on those around him as well as on the Lord for success. This was a humbling experience for him, but one that indelibly imprinted on him the value of being weak rather than strong in himself. He escaped because others, rather than himself, accomplished this. 

	11 Looking back at 2 Cor 10-11 how did Paul try to conquer pride in his converts (10:4-6) and confront their disloyalty (10:7, 11, 15-18, 11:2-6)? What were Paul’s credentials (11:6, 12, 22-30)? Using his example, what can you learn about cultivating humility? 
	Paul sought to bring down the pride of his converts by speaking boldly to them about their pride, teaching them that his goal was to take down such proud speculations and thoughts and capture them for obedience to Christ. He confronted the disloyalty they demonstrated by following false apostles and discrediting him. He explained that he was not inferior to these false apostles merely because he wasn’t eloquent. He was so knowledgeable of the truth of Christ that he was able to be authoritative. Also, his refusal to accept pay for the ministry didn’t make him less worthy of respect, but more so. His credentials spoke for themselves, even though he considered it foolish to bring them up. Not only did he have the correct lineage, but his commitment to Christ was so vastly superior to these false apostles that there should have been no question of his authority. However, even with these credentials he valued most those credentials that showed his dependence on others and the Lord. It could be safely said that for Paul it was most certainly not about him. It was about the Lord and His glory and it was about the growth and devotion to Christ of his converts. We must imitate this example; all we do must be for Him and for His people. 


