Daily Study Questions for Genesis 12-14
The Big Idea: Those who walk by faith, while capable of stumbling, still are able to be generous to those who mistreat them and aggressively pursue God’s ways in all they do. 
	I. Abram’s First Steps (12)
	Key Idea: Even though Abram’s first steps demonstrated faith he still was capable of relying on the flesh. 

	1. Read Genesis 12:1-3. What did the Lord tell Abram to do (v1) and what did He promise (v2-3)? Why is this “Abrahamic covenant” so significant?
	The Lord told Abram to “go forth” from his country (Ur, Haran), from his relatives, and from his father’s house to a land that He would show him. Literally God told him to “go for yourself”, possibly implying that Terah’s family had left Ur because of Abram, but stopped at Haran, so that Abram had to make a break with them to be obedient to the Lord. Obviously this happens a lot, which makes this such an applicable passage. The Lord’s (Yahweh, the covenant name of God) promise to Abram was that He would make him a great nation, make his name great, and bless others through him. He would bless those who blessed Abram, curse those who cursed Abram, and make all the nations of the earth blessed in him. The form of this covenant (a “royal grant” covenant) in the ancient world was unilateral, rather than conditional (a “suzerainty-vassal treaty”). So, this was an unconditional covenant in the sense that God said He would do it; however, if Abram had never faithfully obeyed God this covenant would not have been realized. This is much like the covenant God makes with us – we don’t do anything to earn its blessings, but we do have to faithfully accept it from the Lord. The significance of the Abrahamic covenant is that it is the basic covenant that God will use to save the earth through Jesus. He was a Jew, and as such came to redeem not only the Jewish people, but all the nations of the earth. His disciples, who were also Jews, also spread the gospel so that all the nations of the earth were blessed through the descendants of Abraham. 

	2. Looking at 12:4-9 how did Abram respond (v4-5), how old was he (v4), and who did he take (v4-5)? Who was there (v6) and what did God promise (v7)? What else did Abram do (v7, 8, 9)? 
	Abram obeyed God and went to the promised land at the age of 75 (Sarai was 65, Gen 17:17), taking Lot with him. He took everything he had with him – wife, nephew, possessions, and persons associated with him – to the land of Canaan. When they got to Shechem, the scriptures note that the Canaanite was then in the land (probably a reference back to the curse on Ham in 9:25) possibly to foreshadow the conquest that would eventually occur. God appeared to Abram and told him that he would give this land to his descendants, which completed the Abrahamic covenant – a promised seed (descendants), a promised land, and worldwide blessing through Abraham and his descendants. When God revealed this Abram built an altar to Him, then went to the mountain east of Bethel and pitched his tent there. He then built another altar to the Lord and called on His name (prayed to Him). After a while he journeyed on towards the Negev (southern part of Canaan).

	3. Using 12:10-20 where did Abram go next and why (v10)? What scheme did he devise and why (v11-13), and what were the results (v14-16, 17-18, 19-20)? What can we learn from this? 
	Because there was a famine in Canaan Abram and his clan went down to Egypt to survive. When he got there he got Sarai to tell the Egyptians that she was his sister since she was so beautiful (even at 65+ without botox). She actually was his half-sister (20:12) so he used this to protect himself. He thought they would probably kill him to take his wife, but they would let him live otherwise. This is what occurred – they took Sarai into Pharaoh’s household because of her beauty and let Abram live, treating him very well for her sake. His wealth even grew as a result of this deception. However, the Lord struck Pharaoh’s household with plagues in order to protect Sarai, so that Abram had to disclose what he had done when Pharaoh questioned him. When he found out he sent Abram out immediately with Sarai, escorting his whole family and possession to the border. The results – taking Sarai in, but exposing her to danger; Abram’s increased wealth; and the plagues on Pharaoh – show that sometimes deception does lead to blessing at first. But in the end it will bring disrepute on the name of God and hurt others. It is wrong, ultimately leads to bad results, and demonstrates a lack of faith in God, just as it did in Abram’s case. We must not resort to it.

	II. Abram’s Generous Spirit (13)
	Key Idea: Those who walk in faith are able to show generosity even to those who have mistreated them. 

	4. From Gen 13:1-4 where did Abram go next (v1, 3), who went with him (v1), and what was his life situation (v2)? What did he do at Bethel (v4) and what does this reveal? 
	Next, Abram went back to the Negev with everyone and everything, including Lot. By this time Abram had become very rich in livestock, silver, and gold, and apparently as we see shortly, Lot was, too. Once he was in the land he returned to the place where he had built an altar, between Bethel and Ai, and there he again called on the name of the Lord. This reveals probably that Abram realized he had erred in Egypt and needed to return to where he with the Lord before that fiasco. Abram was a man of faith, but he was not perfect; as with us all when we go off the path we must return, and when we do we find that God is ready to bless us some more. 

	5. Based on 13:5-13 what problems did Abram encounter (v5-6, 7)? What did he propose (v8-9) and how did Lot respond (v10-13)? What does this show about each of these men? 
	When Abram returned strife ensued between Abram and Lot’s herdsmen because the portion of land where they were was too small to contain both of them with their possessions. Another problem was that the Canaanite and Perizzite tribes were dwelling in the land so they had to take that into account. To solve this problem Abram proposed that they separate into two locations with Lot getting to make the choice. Lot chose the more fertile of the two although Sodom and Gomorrah were in his portion. He probably didn’t know how evil these cities were at the time, he did continue to journey towards them, and eventually pitched his tent near enough to them that he would have known their sinful character. He also erred not deferring to Abram since he had taken care of Lot, and he was the elder of the two. Just as Abram’s offer shows his gener-osity and faith, Lot’s actions reveal his greed and worldly approach.  

	6.  Read 13:14-18. What promises did God reaffirm (v14-15, 16) and how did He get Abram involved (v14, 17)? What did Abram do again (v18)? 
	Once Lot had separated from them the Lord urged Abram to look out across the land in all directions to see the land he had been given. God promised to give it to him and his descendants forever and to make his descendants as numerous as the dust of the earth. He commanded Abram to arise and walk the length and breadth of the land that He would give to him. This would really drive home to Abram that he would truly receive this land. For this reason when Abram got to Hebron he built another altar to worship the Lord.  

	III. Abram’s Military Success (14)
	Key Idea: Those who walk in faith are actively engaged in doing what is necessary to fulfill God’s principles in their relationships. 

	7. Looking at 14:1-12 what two sides went to war (v1-4) and what was the outcome (v5-10, 11)? Who did this involve (v12) and what does this show? 
	The kings of Shinar, Ellasar, Elam, and Goiim made war with the kings of Sodom, Gomorrah, Admah, Zeboiim, and Bela because these five kings had rebelled after twelve years of servitude to the first four kings. In the thirteenth year they had defeated the Rephaim, Emim, Horites, Amalekites in Kadesh, and Amorites. Realizing how powerful they had become the first four kings went to war with the other five in the valley of Siddim (where the Dead Sea would be later) and defeated them. The five kings fled and the first four went into Sodom and took all of their goods, along with their inhabitants. These included Lot who by this time had moved actually into Sodom, along with all his possessions. This shows a couple of things: evil has a way of dragging you into it when you don’t stay away from it as far as you can, and when you are associated with a bad partnership you will experience the same problems that your evil partner experiences. If Lot had stayed away from Sodom he would not have encountered these problems. 

	8. Using 14:13-16 what did Abram do when he heard about this (v13-14) and what were the results (v15-16)? What does this reveal about Abram? 
	When Abram heard what had happened to his nephew he gathered his allies, Mamre, Eshcol, and Aner and they went with Abram’s three hundred eighteen trained men to rescue Lot. He divided his forces at night and defeated them, and brought back all the goods along with Lot and his possessions, women and the people. This shows that there was no bitterness on the part of Abram and that he still felt Lot to be under his care; he was willing to do what was necessary to get him back. This was another example of how Abram would be a blessing to the world. 

	9. From 14:17-20 what two kings did Abram encounter (v17, 18) and what was Melchizedek like (v18)? How did he bless Abram (v19-20) and how did Abram respond (v20)?  
	After Abram’s victory over Chedoralaomer the king of Sodom went out to meet him, and Melchizedek, king of Salem (later Jerusalem) went out to meet him. Melchizedek (whose name means “king of righteousness”) was also a priest of God Most High (El Elyon) and he went out to bless Abram, bringing him bread and wine. He pronounced blessing on him by God Most High, Possessor of heaven and earth, and then blessed the One (God) who had delivered his enemies into his hand. He was a picture of Jesus’ priesthood according to Hebrews 7; but even more significant was that fact that he blessed Abram, showing that he was greater than Abram. Thus Jesus, who is depicted by Melchizedek, is greater than Abram, the father of the Jews, which is the reason that Abram gave him a tenth of his spoils of war. It was Abram’s way of worshiping God (and Jesus in a far off sense). 

	10. According to 14:21-24 how did Abram respond to the king of Sodom (v21, 24) and why (v22-23)? How can we apply this? 
	The king of Sodom asked for the people Abram had rescued but told him he could have the goods; but Abram informed him that he had sworn by the Lord God Most High, possessor of heaven and earth, that he would take nothing from him. The reason is that he did not want the king of Sodom to get any credit for making Abram rich, although he did allow those who had gone with him to take their share. Abram was committed to the glory of God and would do nothing that would give that glory to someone else. We must weigh our financial or relational decisions by the same standard. We can use deception or world approaches to gain “success” but these take away from the glory God would receive if we simply waited on his blessing and lived according to it. 

	11. As you look at Gen 12-14 what are some examples to follow and some to avoid? Summarize the blessings that God gave Abram in each of these chapters. 
	We should follow Abram’s examples of leaving Ur by faith, going to a place unknown to him, his example of offering the choice of the land to Lot to resolve an insignificant dispute, his rescue of Lot and his family when he could have done nothing, and his refusal to receive anything from Sodom so that God would receive all the glory for his abundance. On the other hand we should avoid Abram’s deception with Sarai in Egypt, Lot’s disrespectful and greedy decision to accept Abram’s offer, and his foolish choice to move to Sodom. When we walk by sight as Abram did in Egypt or as Lot did we can expect things to eventually go badly for us, but when we walk in faith, committed to God’s glory we can expect God’s blessing. God blessed Abram in Gen 12 with the promises of a land, seed, and worldwide blessing, as well as with the blessing of material wealth and protection for Sarai while they were in Egypt. In Gen 13 God reiterated the land promise and promised innumerable descendants, and in Gen 14 He gave him a blessing through Melchizedek. This shows that God rewards those who diligently seek Him by faith (Heb 11:6). 


