John 3 - Daily Study Questions
The Big Idea: When we experience a second birth from above we will have spiritual life, salvation, and security. 
	I. Second Birth Means Spiritual Life (3:1-12)
	Key Idea: We must be born again for our spirit to be alive. 

	1. Read John 3:1-3. Identify who came to Jesus and what he was like (v1). Why do you think he came at night? What did he admit (v2) and how did Jesus respond (v3)? Explain His approach and answer. 
	The one who came to Jesus was Nicodemus, a Pharisee and a ruler of the Jews. This meant probably that he was a member of the Sanhedrin council, nationalistic, and a strict adherent of the Mosaic Law. Possibly he came to Jesus by night because he was so busy, or because he did not want to others to know that he was curious about Jesus. This curiosity had been aroused by the signs that Jesus did; he knew that no one could do these things unless God was with him. The prophets (Moses, Elijah, and Elisha especially) in the Old Testament had performed signs that demonstrated the presence of God in their lives, and Jesus had done the same. Although Nicodemus thought he knew something about God, Jesus let him know that a man cannot even see the kingdom of God unless he is “born again”. Jesus wanted Nicodemus to have an open mind to learn from Him, and to not simply come to debate. His answer had to take Nicodemus aback, which is why he began to question Jesus. 

	2. From 3:4-8 what was Nicodemus’ question (v4) and how did Jesus answer it (v5-7, 8)? What two births (v5) and what two realities does Jesus present here (v6)? 
	Although “born again” can be translated “born above” it seems obvious that Nicodemus understood it as “again”. He asked how a man could be born when he was old, if he had to enter a second time into his mother’s womb. This made no sense, but Jesus reiterated that one must be born of both water and the Spirit to enter the kingdom of God. This could have been a play on the Greek word, anothen; Jesus could have been saying that Nicodemus understood it as “again” when in fact He meant “above”. A person must be “born again – from above”. The first birth is physical, water birth, and the second birth is Spirit birth, which is from above. The first birth is tangible and visible, but the second birth is invisible (of the Spirit) but its effects are just as real as the first birth. The two realities of life are “flesh” – the world down here without God and the “Spirit” the kingdom of God ruled by Him. Unless one is “born again from above” he does not have the spiritual apparatus to see or experience the kingdom of God. 

	3. Using 3:9-12 how did Nicodemus respond (v9) and what was the meaning of Jesus’ question (v10)? What did He declare to Nicodemus (v11) and what result would that have (v12)? 
	Nicodemus asked “how can these things be” – it was like something he had never heard about or thought about. Jesus asked how a teacher of Israel like him could not know these things. This was an essential part of the New Covenant (Jer 31:33-34, Ezek 36:24-28), that people’s basic nature would be changed – they would know the Lord - and they would each have the Spirit of God. Nicodemus was apparently so immersed in Old Covenant law that he had forgotten the provisions of the New Covenant. He told Nicodemus that “we” (He and His followers, or He and His Father, or just people in general) speak that which we know and bear witness of that which we have seen. In other words Jesus was sharing His own experience with Nicodemus, but he and the rest of the Jews were not receiving His witness. He had told Nicodemus earthly things – probably referring to the New Covenant that had already been revealed; but if he didn’t believe this then how could he understand heavenly things (kingdom of God) that Jesus could reveal? This underscores the principle that the level of our revelation depends on our level of belief. 

	II. Second Birth Means Salvation (3:13-21)
	Key Idea: When we are born from above we are saved from the judgment of God and have eternal life.

	4. Read John 3:13-15. What was the basis of Jesus’ authority (v13) and what was the result of believing Him (v15)? What story from Numbers 21 did this compare to? 
	Jesus’ authority stemmed from the fact that He had first hand experience with heavenly things. He was the only One who had ascended into heaven that had also descended to the earth to reveal heavenly things. He would also be lifted up again just like the serpent in the wilderness had been lifted up. This serpent had been lifted up on a pole so that all the Jews who had been bitten by a venomous snake could look at it and be saved from death. Jesus, too, would be lifted up on a pole for the salvation of all who would look upon Him with the eyes of faith. 

	5. In 3:16-17 what did God do (v16, 17) and why did He do it (v16, 17)? What happens when we believe in Jesus (v16, 17)? Describe this faith. 
	God gave His only begotten (the force of this is His “one and only”) Son to the world so that whoever believes in Him would be saved through Him. The death, though, that they are saved from is not physical; it is spiritual death so that those who believe would have eternal life. God did this because He “so” loved the world that He wanted them to have eternal life. In telling this to Nicodemus it had to be clear that God not only loved the Jews, but He loved the world, and that His kingdom would be larger than the Jewish nation. Entrance into this kingdom would come by faith in Jesus, His only Son, who was in His very nature God (begotten). The kind of faith that saves us and gives us eternal life is the kind that sees Jesus as the only way of salvation, just like the serpent on the pole was for the Jews who looked at it. He is the only begotten Son of God. It is “all in” faith, not just a way to “hedge our bets” in case our position doesn’t work. It is not mere intellectual knowledge, but complete spiritual, mental, emotional and physical reliance on Him. 

	6. Based on 3:18-21 into what spiritual condition is everyone born (v18) and why (v18, 19-20)? What changes this condition (v18) and what is the evidence (v21)? 
	The spiritual condition of everyone that is born is “under judgment” because they have not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God. This is not just an omission, though; people have chosen the darkness (sin, evil, Satan) over light because their actions are evil. The light exposes these actions while the darkness provides a cloak for them. Thus, they “hate” the light because it shows how wrong they are. When a person believes in the name of the only begotten Son of God, though, they are saved from God’s judgment. This belief shows as they begin to practice the truth and come to the light, giving evidence that their actions are the works of God in them. 

	III. Second Birth Means Security (3:22-36)
	Key Idea: When we are born from above we have eternal life because the Son gives it to those who believe in Him. 

	7. Looking at 3:22-26 who was now baptizing (v22, 23)? What concerns did the disciples of John have about this (v24-26)? 
	After His conversation with Nicodemus Jesus went into Judea, spending time with His disciples and baptizing. At the same time John was baptizing in Aenon near Salim so that their two ministries were simultaneously occurring. The disciples of John engaged in discussion with a Jew about purification, possibly relating to Jesus’ baptism of His disciples. It’s possible that John’s baptism was being interpreted as a rite of purification and that they didn’t think Jesus’ baptism was accomplishing this. Thus, they were worried that many of their disciples were going to Jesus and that this was not appropriate. John understood, as the following verses show, but His disciples were being protective of him. 

	8. From 3:27-30 how did John answer his disciples (v27) and what did this mean? How did John view his role (v28, 30) and what effect did this have on him (v29)? 
	In so many words John told his disciples that only that which came from heaven mattered. Purification by water was not the issue at stake, even if John’s baptism seemed to accomplish this. Rather, his baptism was only preparatory for the One coming after him – the Bridegroom. John was only the “Best Man” and his joy came from hearing the Bridegroom’s voice, meaning it was now time for the wedding feast. Having seen Jesus begin His ministry, John’s joy was now full, and he knew it was now time for him to decrease as John increased. We must follow his example; our joy must come from Jesus being exalted and not by our own recognition.

	9. In 3:31-34 what truth does John present (v31-32)? How can one’s “earth” ceiling be raised to heaven (v33-34) - what is the human part and the divine part? 
	John continues his explanation (this could be John the Baptist, or John the gospel writer) by saying that the One who comes from above is above all, while he who speaks of the earth is from the earth. John the Baptist spoke of repentance of sin on earth, but Jesus spoke of the heavenly gift of the Spirit. This would result in spiritual life, or birth from above, and only those who were born from above could receive His witness to heavenly things. Those who have received His witness have given Jesus’ words their “seal of approval” because His words were true by their own experience. His words were the words of God because God had given Him the Spirit without measure to fully speak His words. Thus, the human part of raising the earth ceiling is to believe and follow the words of Jesus; the divine part is God’s giving of His Spirit so that we can be born from above and receive the words of truth that come from Him. 

	10. From 3:35-36 describe the Father’s relationship to His Son (v35). What happens to those who believe in the Son (v36) and to those who don’t (v36)? 
	The Father loves the Son and has given all things into His hand. This means that everything the Father has is the Son’s. Thus, to believe in the Son is to have eternal life because life of the Father has been entrusted to the Son (see Jn 1:4). However, those who don’t believe (or “obey”) the Son will not see life. Rather, the wrath of God abides on them – they are under judgment unless they believe in God’s only begotten Son to whom God has entrusted all things, including eternal life. 

	11. Recap the benefits of being born from above from John 3—how it affects our overall life, what its results are, and how it changes our long-term security. 
	Being born from above means that we actually have the dimension of life known as spiritual life. It is a higher level of existence from mere earthly existence, and it is the way we were created to live. It results in eternal life – not just life forever, but a life free from the wrath of God. We live without the fear of God’s judgment because we have believed in the One who authoritatively gives eternal life. We also live in the light because we don’t have to constantly cover up our wrongs by hiding in the darkness. This is the full, abundant, complete and secure life for those who have put their faith in Jesus, the only begotten Son of God. 


