Acts 6:8-7:60 - Daily Study Questions – Those Stubborn Facts
The Big Idea: Although the facts reveal that Jesus is truly Lord and Christ, His followers will often be persecuted when they clearly stand for this truth. 
	I. An Irrefutable Stand (6:8-15)
	Key Idea: When we are led by the Spirit and are prepared in the Word our message is irrefutable. 

	1. Read Acts 6:8-10. Who was Stephen and what was he like (see 6:5)? What was he doing (v8) and what did this cause (v9)? What was the result (v10)? How can we follow this example? 
	Stephen was one of the original seven “deacons” of 6:5 who oversaw the ministry of food to the Hellenistic widows. He was full of faith and the Holy Spirit, and as v8 says he was also full of grace and power, and the wisdom of the Spirit (v10). Significantly, he was not an apostle, but just an “ordinary” Christian, and as such is an example for all of us. With this inner character and power from the Lord he was performing great wonders (the effect on people) and signs (signifying the reality of Jesus) – in other words, miracles that pointed to Jesus and brought Him attention. This caused more than positive attention, though; it also caused Jewish opponents to rise up to challenge his claims that Jesus was the Messiah and Son of God. They were apparently from several synagogues and they argued with him, but were unable to cope with the wisdom and the Spirit with which he was speaking. We should walk in Stephen’s steps – ministering to people in ways that unmistakably point to Jesus and then ably defending the name of Jesus by the Spirit and His wisdom. 

	2. From 6:11-15 what did Stephen’s opponents do (v11, 12, 13) and what were the false accusations (v11, 13-14)? To what did this lead (v12) and how did Stephen respond (v15)? 
	Stephen’s opponents accused him falsely, saying that they had heard him speak blasphemous (cursing) words against Moses and God, things of which Jesus had also been falsely accused. Using these charges they stirred up the people, elders and scribes and they all came and dragged him before the Council. They then presented false witnesses who claimed that he incessantly spoke against the Temple and the Law, saying that they had heard him say that Jesus the Nazarene would destroy the temple and alter the customs that Moses had handed down to them. They then stared at Stephen who saw that his face was like that of an angel (apparently glowing). He was at perfect peace, ready to give his defense and deliver a message that would bring conviction to them. He was in no way frightened by his opponents. 

	II. An In-Your-Face Sermon              (7:1-43)
	Key Idea: Our rebellious refusal to follow God’s appointed leaders will cause us to miss God’s good purpose for our lives. 

	3. Using 7:1-8 where did Stephen begin his explanation (v1-2) and why was this a good strategy for his audience? What were the elements of Abraham’s story (v2-3, 4, 5, 6-7, 8)? 
	Stephen began his explanation to the High Priest with the story of Abraham, the father of the Jewish nation. Abraham had been called by the “God of glory” while he was in Mesopotamia, showing that God had originated the Jewish nation for His glory, not for their own. Abraham was a person of great interest to the Jews, so Stephen had their attention from the start. This was also good strategy because he went back to the beginning. He went on to rehearse Abraham’s move to Haran and then Canaan when his father died. He then talked about the promise that God had given Abraham in Canaan, but with no physical inheritance – it required faith. This faith was addressed again in the fact that the promise was made to his heir even though he had no child. Stephen then pointed out that God had prophesied that Israel would be enslaved in a land in which they sojourned for four hundred years, after which He would judge the nation and bring them back to Canaan where they would worship Him. The covenant of circumcision was given at that point and Abraham became the father of Isaac, who became the father of Jacob, and Jacob of the twelve patriarchs – the fathers of the twelve tribes of Israel. This history showed God’s hand at work in originating and preserving the nation for His purposes. 

	4. Based on Acts 7:9-17 how did the patriarchs treat Joseph (v9) and how did God respond (v9-10)? How did this bless Israel (v11-14) and position them for God’s plan (v15-17)? Apply. 
	Even though God had originated the nation and guided her early history the eleven patriarchs became jealous of their younger brother, Joseph, who would eventually become their deliverer, was appointed by Pharaoh to rule over his household and all Egypt. As a regional famine gripped Jacob’s family in Canaan they turned to Egypt for help, where Joseph’s policies had caused a great amount food to be stored. They didn’t recognize Joseph at first, but he revealed himself to them, and told them to bring all their family to Egypt so they could be preserved. God had saved them through the one they had rejected, an obvious parallel to the treatment of Jesus by the Jews that Stephen was addressing. As the time neared for the completion of the four hundred years prophesied to Abraham the people of Israel multiplied greatly, setting the stage for the next part of Israel’s history and God’s preservation of them through another deliverer. This part of the story showed the Jewish leaders that they had mistreated their first deliverer, and yet God had used him to preserve them anyway. This is how God works – He loves His people so much that even though we sinfully reject Him and His deliverance (and deliverer) He still continues to work in us to accomplish His purpose in our lives. It is comforting to know that God is at work both when we are walking with Him and when we are not. He is faithful, although we are often faithless, because He cannot deny Himself (2 Tim 2:13). 

	5. In 7:18-29 what happened to Israel next and why (v18-19)? How did God respond (v20)? Describe Moses’ life in Egypt (v21-22) and why he left (v23-29). What do you think Stephen’s point was? 
	Next, a new Pharaoh who didn’t know or appreciate Joseph’s contributions to Egypt arose. He was afraid of the power of Israel because of their great number, so he began to oppress them. His first step was to order the exposure of their infant boys so that they would all die. However, Moses’ parents refused the king’s order because he was lovely in the sight of God. They hid and nurtured him in their home for three months and then put him in the Nile River, trusting God to preserve him. Pharaoh’s daughter discovered him, took him into the palace, and raised him as an Egyptian (although his mother was chosen as the care-giver for a period of time, unknown to Pharaoh’s daughter). He was educated in the learning of the Egyptians and was powerful in his words and actions. When he was nearly forty God led him to visit his fellow Hebrews and when he saw an Egyptians treating one of them unjustly, he killed him. The next day he tried to mediate a fight between to Hebrews, thinking they understood that he was to be their deliverer, but they resisted his authority, and asked if he planned on killing them as he had the Egyptian. This caused him to run to Midian to escape the judgment of Pharaoh and there he became the father of two sons. Stephen’s point was that the Jews had resisted their deliverer, Moses, just as they had Joseph. He was laying the groundwork to show how they had treated Jesus the same way.  

	6. According to 7:30-36 what led Moses back to Egypt (v30-31, 32-34) and what did God reveal about Himself (v32, 34)? What did Moses do (v35-36) and why was this significant (v35)? 
	Forty years later Moses saw a bush burning on the back side of the desert, but when he turned aside to look the Lord spoke to him through it. He told him that He was the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, and, as Moses shook with fear, He told him to take off his sandals because he was standing on holy ground. He told him also that He had seen the oppression of His people in Egypt, had heard their groans, and had “come down” to deliver them. His plan was to send Moses to Egypt to carry out this purpose, the very Moses whom the Hebrews had disowned by questioning his authority over them. He was the one who had led them out of Egypt, performed wonders and signs in the land of Egypt, the Red Sea and the wilderness for forty years. This was significant for Stephen’s argument because these are all the things that Jesus had done in His day for His fellow Jews; He had been God’s deliverer who had shown God’s presence with Him through all of the miracles he performed. And yet, they resisted Jesus, too. 

	7. Read 7:37-43. What was Moses’ prophecy (v37) and who fulfilled this? What else did Moses do (v38) and how did Israel react (v39, 40-41)? What did God then do (v42-43)? 
	In Deut 18:15 and 18 Moses told the Israelites that God would raise up a prophet like him from themselves who would mediate the words of God to them. Although this would be fulfilled many times through various prophets and it was widely held that the Messiah would be the ultimate fulfillment of this prophecy. The consequences for not listening to this prophet would be death. However, Moses received living oracles from God to pass on to them but the forefathers were unwilling to be obedient to him. Rather, they repudiated him and turned back to the gods of Egypt by asking Aaron to make gods who would go before them; they claimed to not know what had become of Moses who had been on Mt. Horeb for forty days. They made a calf idol (the Egyptian god, Apis, the bull god) and brought sacrifices to it, rejoicing in the works of their hands. When this happened God turned away and delivered them up to the host of heaven in their idolatry, and they worshiped these false gods throughout their forty years in the wilderness. They had also taken with them from the various surrounding nations the star gods Moloch and Rompha, leading God to promise in Amos and other prophets that they would be removed from their land into Babylonian captivity. 

	III. An Ineffective Solution                (7:44-60)
	Key Idea: Regardless of anyone’s attempts the truth about Jesus cannot be stopped; it will eventually prevail. 

	8. Using 7:44-50 where had God dwelt with Israel (v44-45, 46-47) and why (v44)? Where does God really live (v48-49) and why (v50)? Why did Stephen mention this (see 6:13-14)?
	In the wilderness God had instructed Moses to build a tabernacle in which He could dwell among His people. It served as a testimony to God’s presence, both in terms of its pattern which had been divinely given and in terms of the cloud that hovered over it. This tabernacle was passed on from one generation to the next until the time of David. King David desired at that time to build God a temple, which was refused since David was a man of bloodshed. So, Solomon, his son, was allowed to build this “permanent” structure for God. He did not ask for it, though, for God does not live in houses made by human hands; He has His own dwelling-place which He had built with His own hands - heaven is His throne and earth is His footstool. The point of the tabernacle and the temple was only to reassure the people that God was there among them; it was not for God. Stephen mentioned this about the temple because the accusation against both Jesus and himself was that they wanted to destroy it, even though that was a false accusation. The reality is that the Jews had made the building into a sacred place in and of itself, rather than just because God had chosen to place His name there. He had removed His presence according to Ezekiel until the time of the end, so it was just a building. So, not only was the accusation false, but their estimate of the temple was wrong. 

	9. From 7:51-53 what was Stephen’s threefold indictment against the Jews (v51, 52, 53) and why do you think he was so direct? When should we follow this example? 
	Stephen first accused the Jews of being stiff-necked with uncircumcised hearts and ears – they had not cut off the evil in their lives – who always resisted the Holy Spirit. They also had persecuted and killed the prophets who had announced previously the coming of the Righteous One, whom they had also betrayed and murdered. Finally, he accused them of having received the law of Moses that had been ordained by angels, but of failing to keep it. He was direct because he wanted to leave no room for them to make excuses – he wanted them to repent of their sin and come to Jesus as their Lord and Christ. There are times when we should be gentle with unbelievers, but at other times we must be blunt, leaving no wiggle room. They may not like us for it at the time, but the only pathway to repentance is to admit the ugly truth about our sin. Sometimes we have to clearly point this out. 

	10. In 7:54-60 how did this affect the Jews (v54)? What happened next to Stephen (v55-56) and what did the Jews then do (v57-58)? What was Stephen’s response (v59-60)? 
	When Stephen finished his sermon his persecutors were “cut to the quick” (much like “their hearts were pierced” in 2:37, except they resisted the conviction instead of following it to repentance) and began gnashing their teeth at him in rage. Stephen responded by peering intently into heaven where he saw the glory of God and Jesus standing at His right hand. He relayed his vision to them but they cried out with a loud voice, covered their ears, and rushed upon him with one impulse. They then drove him out of the city and began stoning him, with the witnesses laying their robes at the feet of Saul (who would later go by his Roman name of Paul after he was converted to Christianity). As they stoned him Stephen called on the Lord Jesus and asked Him to receive his spirit. Then, falling on his knees, he prayed that the Lord not hold this sin against them and then he “fell asleep”. This phrase indicates a more peaceful passage into eternity than being killed by stoning. The Lord took him safely home. As the next verse in Acts 8 shows Saul was very involved in this episode and was able to see Stephen’s response to the stoning with which Saul was in agreement.

	11. Reviewing this study what 2 things made Stephen so irrefutable (6:10; 7:1-53)? What did the historical facts reveal about the Jews and why did they react to Stephen as they did? What should they have done? Apply to today. 
	Stephen’s wisdom, as evidenced in his powerfully true sermon, and the unbridled presence of the Holy Spirit in his life made his words irrefutable. The historical facts underscored that the Jews had always resisted God and His attempts to deliver them; they had resisted His appointed leaders and deliverers, they had put their faith in a law they didn’t follow and in a temple that was no longer sacred because God had departed. They were enraged with Stephen and murdered him because they couldn’t escape their guilt. They either had to admit this guilt and repent or eradicate the light that shone on their sin. They chose the latter when they should have chosen to repent and accept their Messiah. This will always be the result when we witness to people about Jesus. They will either accept their evil condition before Him and repent, receiving His forgiveness, or they will resist and persecute the one who brings the message in order to silence it. Even though being a true and faithful witness carries this possibility, when repentance and salvation is the outcome it is well worth it.  


